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HAVE  been  lately  fevour'd  with  aa 
excellent  Differtation  upon  Parties,  both 
Cii'il and Ecdefajlical;  efpecially  Thofq, 
which  have  divided  and  wwk«n'd  Eng- 
land for  above  a  Centuiy  paft.  Though 
fuch  a  Di^courfe  would  be  feafonable  at 
any  Time,  yet  it  is  peculiarly  fo  at  this  Junc^ire,  when 
the  whole  Strength  of  minijtsri.i/  Prr.v:r  and  Po!if\  ij 
employ 'd  to  deR-at  that  happy  Coalition,  \\  iiich  hath  al- 
ready gained  confiderable  Ground,  and  ieenis  to  pro- 
raiic  u.s  a  Scries  of  better  Time?.  J  ihall  i 
communicate  this  valuable  Preient  to  the  Publick,  for 
\vhomit\\asintcnded,  without  a::y  fjithcr  Preface; 
and  can  make  no  Doubt  of  its  good  Reception  amongit 
Pcrlons  of  all  Denominations,  v.  ho  have  the  Intereil  of 
their  Country  triicly  at  Heart. 
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2          The  CRAFTSMAN.       N°  3-82. 
<To  CALEB  D'ANVERS,  Efqi 

SIR, 
>•  "I  ^O  CORRUPT  and  to  DIVIDE  are  the  trite  and 

_§.  wicked  Expedients,  by  \\-\i\chfome  Mini/ten  in 
all  Ages  have  affefted  to  govern  ;  but  efpecjally  fuch  as 
have  been  leaft  capable  of  exerting  the  true  Arts  of  Go- 
vernment. There  is  however  a  Difference  to  be  made 
between  tbefe  two  Expedients,  to  the  Advantage  of  the 
latter,  and  by  Confequence  between  the  Characters  of 
Ubofe,  who  put  them  in  Practice. 

Every  bufy,  ambitious  Child  of  Fortune,  who  hath 
Himfelf  a  eorrupt  Hfart,  and  becomes  Matter  of  a  large 
Pvrfe,  hath  all  that  is  necefiary  to  employ  the  Expe- 
dient of  CORRUPTION  withSuccefs.  A  Bribe,  in  the 
Hand  of  the  moft  blundering  Coxcomb,  that  ever  dif- 
graced  Honour,  Wealth  and  Power,  will  prevail  as 
much  as  in  the  Hand  of  a  Man  ofSenfe,  and  go  farther 
too,  if  it  weighs  more.  An  intriguing  Chamber- Maid 
may  flip  a  Bank-Note  into  a  griping  Paw,  as  well  as  the 

moil  lubtle  Dremon  of  Hell.     H e  may  govern 

zs  triumphantly  by  this  Expedient  as  the  great  Knight, 
his  Brother,  and  the  great  Knight  as  Burleigh  himfelf. 

But  every  Character  cannot  attempt  the  other  Expe- 
dient of  Dividing,  or  keeping  up  Divifrons,  with  equal 
Succefs.  There  is,  indeed,  no  Occafion  for  any  ex- 
traordinary Genius  to  divide  ;  and  true  Wifdom  dcfpifcs 
the  infamous  Task.  But  there  is  need  of  that  left-hand- 
ed Wifdom,  call'd  Cunning,  and  of  thofe  Habits  in  Bu- 
finefs,  call'd  Experience.  He,  that  is  corrupted,  co- 
operates with  Him,  that  torrupts.  He  runs  into  his 
Arms  at  the  firft  Beckon  ;  or,  in  order  ibmetimes  to 
raife  the  Price,  He  meets  Him  but  half  Way.  On  the 
other  Hand,  to  divide,  or  to  maintain  and  renew  the 
Divifions  of  Parties  in  a  State,  a  Syftem  of  Seduttion 
and  Fraud  is  neceflary  to  be  carried  on.  The  Divided 
are  fo  far  from  being  acceffary  to  the  Guilt,  that  They 
would  not  be,  divided,  if  They  were  not  £rit  derived. 

From 
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From  thefe  Differences,  which  I  have  obferved  be- 
tween the  two  Expedients,  and  the  Characters  and 
Mcan%  proper  to  put  them  in  Practice  with  Succefs,  it 
may  be  diicover'd  perhaps  why,  upon  former  Occa* 
f'on?,  as  I  {hall  have  Occasion  hereafter  to  fhe\v,  the 
Expedient  of  Dividing  prorper'd  fo  much  better  than 
That  of  Corrupting  ;  and  why,  upon  fome  later  Occa- 
fious,  the  Expedient  of  Corrupting  mccecds  fo  well  in 
rho.c  Hands,  which  are  not  and,  I  truft,  will  not  be 
fo  lucky  in  maintaining,  or  renewing,  our  Party-Divi- 
Jious. 

Much  hath  been  written  by  You,  Mr.  TfAnveri,  by 
your  Correfpondents  and  others  who  have  drawn  their 
Pens  in  the  Caufe  of  Trntb,  Virtue  and  Liberty,  againft 
the  right  reverend,  as  well  as  undignify'd,  the  noble,  as 
veil  as  ignoble  Aflertors  of  Ccrruption ;  enough  furely 
to  fhame  Thofe,  who  have  not  loft  all  Scnfe  of  Shame, 
out  of  fo  ignominious  a  Crime  ;  and  to  make  Thofe, 
who  have  not  loft  every  other  Senfe,  tremble  at  the  Con- 
fequences  of  it.  We  may  flatter  ouriclves  that  thefe  ho- 
reft  Endeavours  have  had  fome  Efieft  ;  and  have  Rea- 
fon  to  hope  that  far  greater  will  follow  from  thofe  il- 
luftrious  Examples  of  Rcpulfes,  which  have  been  lately- 
given  to  the  grand  Ccrrupter  ;  notwithftandiog  his  fre- 
quent and  inlblent  Declarations  that  He  could  {educe 
whom'bever  He  had  a  Mind  to  gain.  Thefe  Hopes  are 
farther  confirmed  to  us  by  repeated  Declarations  of  the 
Seme  of  Parliament,  whenever  the  Wifdom  of  the  two 
Houfes  fhall  again  think  it  proper  to  raife  new  Barrier* 
of  Law  againft  this  encroaching  Vice. 

In  the  mean  Time,  I  think  nothing  can  better  an- 
fwer  the  Defign  of  your  Papers,  nor  promote  the  pub- 
lick  Good  more  effectually,  in  the  prcfent  Conjuncture, 
than  to  put  our  Countrymen  frequently  on  their  Guard 
againft  the  Artifice,  which  is  clumiily,  but  induftrioufly 
employ'd  to  maintain  and,  if  it  be  poflible,  to  create 
new  Divifions  amongit  Them.  That  Dr.}-,  which  our 
Fathers  wifti'd  to  lee  and  did  not  fee,  is  now  breaking 
A  2  upon 
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upon  us.  Shall  We  fuffer  this  Light  to  be  turnM  again 
into  Party  Darknels,  by  the  Incantations  of  Tbofe,  who 
would  not  have  pafs'd  'for  Conjurers,  even  in  the  Days 
ef  Superftition  and  Ignorance  ?  The  Nation  is  not  only 
brought  into  an  Uniformity  of  Opinion,  concerning  the 
frefent  Adminiflration,  by  the  Length  and  the  righteous 
Conduft  of  it  ;  but  We  arc  grown  into  an  Unanimity 
about  Principles  of  Government,  which  the  moft  ianguine 
could  fcarce  have  ex  petted,  without  Extravagance.  Cer- 
tain Affctiations  of  Ideas  were  made  fo  familiar  to  us, 
about  half  a  Century  ago,  and  became  in  the  Courfe  of 
Time  fo  habitual,  that  We  ihould  not  have  been  able, 
even  a  few  Years  ago,  to  break  them  ;  nor  have  been 
cafily  induced  to  believe,  on  the  Faith  of  any  Predicli- 
on,  that  Experience  and  the  Evidence  of  Fafts  would, 
in  a  few  Years  more,  break  them  for  us,  deftroy  all  our 
Notions  of  Part';,  and  fubftitute  new  ones  in  their  Room. 

The  Power  and  Miijefty  of  the  People,  an  triginal 
Cent  raft,  the  Authority  and  Independency  of  Parliament, 
Liberty,  Refinance,  Exclujion,  Abdication,  Depajithn  ; 
Thefe  were  Ideas  affociated,  at  that  Time,  to  the  Idea 
of  a  WHIG,  and  fuppofed  by  every  Whig  to  be  incom- 
municable, and  inconfiftent  with  the  Idea  of  a  TORY. 

Divine,  hereditary,  indcfiezable  Right,  lineal  Sue- 
etjfion,  pajjive  Obedience,  Prerogative,  Non-Refiftancet 
Slavery,  nay  and  fometimes  Popery  too,  were  aflbciated 
in  many  Minds  to  the  Idea  of  a  TORY,  and  deem'd  in- 
communicable,  and  inconfiltent,  in  the  fame  Manner, 
with  the  Idea  of  a  WHIG. 

But  now  That,  which  neither  Side  would  have  be- 
lieved, on  die  Faith  of  any  Prediction,  is  come  to 


quod  Dh£m  promittere  nemo 
Auderet,  volvcnda  Dies  en  !  attulit  ultra. 

Thefe  Affociations  are  broken  ;  theft  diftinft  Sets  of  Ideas 
are  Ihuffled  out  of  their  Order  ;  new  Combinations  force 

them- 
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themfeves  upon  us  ;  and  it'would  actually  be  as  abfurd 
to  impute  to  the  Tories  the  Principles,  which  were  laid 
to  their  Charge  formerly,  as  it  would  be  to  afcribe  to 
the  Projefior  and  bis  Faftion  the  Name  of  Wbigs* 
whilft  They  daily  forfeit  that  Character  by  their  Afti- 
ons.  The  Bulk  oibotb  Parties  are  really  united  ;  united 
on  Principles  of  Liberty,  in  Oppofition  to  an  oblcure 
Remnant  of  one  Party,  who  difown  thofe  Principles, 
and  a  mercenary  Detachment  from  the  other,  who  b«- 
tray  them, 

How  this  Cl\mge  for  the  better  comes  to  have  been 
wrought  in  an  Age,  when  mod  Things  have  changed 
for  the  wsrfe  ;  and  fmce  it  hath  been  wrought,  why 
the  old  Di/linflions  are  kept  up  in  fome  Meafure,  will  I 
think  be  accounted  for  in  treating  this  Subject  farther. 
At  prefent,  what  mail  We  fay  to  Thofe,  who  publickly 
{peak  of  this  national  Union  as  impracticable  and  chime- 
rical ;  yet  privately  aft  againft  it,  with  all  their  Might, 
as  a  practicable  Thing,  and  a  real  Evil  to  Them  ?  If  it 
be  as  compleat,  and  as  well  cemented,  as  I  imagine  it 
is,  and  as  every  honeil  Briton  wiflies  it  may  be  ;  nay, 
if  there  be  nothing  more  than  a  ftrong  Tendency  on  all 
Sides  towards  it,  which  no  Man  of  the  leaft  Observation 
and  Candour  will  deny  ;  it  is  fursly  the  Duty  of  every 
one,  whodelircs  the  Profperity  of  his  Country,  to  leizc 
the  Opportunity,  to  cultivate  and  improve  it.  If  Men 
a ic  to  be  known  by  their  Works,  the  Works  of  Thofe, 
who  oppole  tbi's  Unit* ,  denote  Them  Efficiently. 
Wicked*  and  unhappy  Men  !  who  feek  their  private 
Safety,  in  oppofing  public k  Good.  Weak  and  filly  Men  ! 
who  vainly  imagine  that  THEY  fhall  pafs  for  the  NA- 
TION, and  the  Nation  for  a  Ftflion  ;  thatTHEY_/?W/<k 
judged  in  the  Right,  and  the  WHOLE  BODY  OF  THE 
PEOPLE  in  the  Wrong. — On  whom  wou'd  They  im- 
po'e  ? — How  long  do  They  imagine  that  fo  unequal  a 
Cornell  can  laft  ? 

There  is  no  Complaint,  which  hath  been  more  con- 

ftantly  in  the  Mouths,  no  Grief  hath  lain  ruorc  heavily 

A3  at 
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at  the  Hearts  of  all  good  Men,  than  Thofe  about  our 
national  Divifions ;  about  the  Spirit  of  Party,  which  in- 
fpires  Animoilty  and  breeds  Rancour ;  which  hath  fo 
often  deftroy'd  our  inward  Peace,  weaken'd  our  national 
Strength,  and  fully'd  our  Glory  abroad.  It  is  Time 
therefore  that  All,  who  defiie  to  be  efteem'd  good  Men, 
and  to  procure  the  Peace,  the  Strength  and  the  Glory 
of  their  Country  by  the-'only  Means,  by  which  they 
can  be  procured  effectually, 'mould  join  their  Efforts 
to  heal  our  national  Divifions,  and  to  change  the  nar- 
row Spirit  of  Party  into  a  diffufr/e  Spirit  of  fublick 
Henei'oUnce. 

That  We  may  be  more  encouraged  to  do  fo,  it  will 
be  of  Ufe  perhaps  to  confider,  in  fome  Particulars,  what 
Advances  are  already  made  towards  that  national  Union t 
without  which  no  national  Good  can  be  expe&ed,  in 
fuch  Circi'T./  nces  as  ours. 

Let  us  begin  with  the  prefent  Temper  of  the  Mem- 
bers of  the  Church  of  England  towards  the  Dt/etiters. 
Thofe  Laws,  by  which  the  latter  were  debarr'd  from 
ferving  God  after  their  own  way,  have  not  been  thefe 
many  Years  a  Terror  to  Them.  Thofe,  which  were 
defign'd  to  hinder  the  Propagation  of  their  Principles, 
and  Thofe,  which  ihut  the  Door  of  all  publick  Prefer- 
ment, even  to  fuch  amongfl  Them  v&conform'docciifion- 
/j//V,  are  rcpeal'd.  Far  from  defiring  to  impofc  any  new 
Hardfhips  upon  Them,  even  Tbofe,  who  have  been  re- 
puted their  Enemies,  and  who  have  ailed  as  fuch  on  fe- 
veral  Occafions,  acknowledge  their  Error.  Experience 
ha'h  removed  Prejudice.  They  fee  that  Indulgence  hach 
done  what  Severity  never  could  ;  and  from  the  Frank- 
nefs  of  Ibefe,  if  1  was  a  Di/ettter,  I  mould  fooner  en- 
tertain Hopes  of  future  Favour  than  from  the  double 
Dealing  of  Ibofe,  who  lean  on  the  Dijfeiiters,  when 
They  are  out  of  Pttoer,  and  who  efleem  Them  a  Load 
upon  Them,  when  They  are  in  it.  We  are  now  in  the 
true  and  only  Road,  which  can  poffibly  lead  to  a  pcr- 
&ft  Reconciliation  among  Proteftams ;  to  the  Abolition 

of 
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of  all  their  Differences,  or  to  Terms  of  Difference  fo 
little  eflential,  as  to  deferve  none  of  Diftinftion.    Thefe 
happy  Ends  muft  be  obtain'd  by  natural  good  Will.  They 
never  can  be  obtain'd  by  Force.     It  is  true,  indeed,  that 
Force,  which  is  the  Efreft  of  a  Majority  and  fuperior 
Power,  may  fupport  a  Rivalfhip,  and  ereft  even  Coun- 
ter-Eft ablijhments.     But  then,  by  the  fame  Means,  our 
antient  Difpmes  will  be  revived  ;   the  Church  will  be 
thought  really  in  Danger  ;  and  religious  Feuds,  which, 
have  been  fo  long  and  fo  beneficially  kept  down,  will 
once  more  diflurb  the  Peace  of  the  State.    It  is  a  certain 
Truth,  that  our  religious  and  civil  Contefts  have  mu- 
tually, and  almoft  alternately,  railed  aad  fomented  each 
other.     Churchmen  and  Diffenters  have  ibmetimes  dif- 
fer'd,  and  fometimes  thought,  or  been  made  to  think, 
that  They  difrer'd,  at  leaft,  as  much  about  civil  as  re- 
ligious Matters.     There  can   be  therefore  no  Way  fo 
efFeftual  to  compofe  their  Differences  on  the  latter,  as 
to  improve  the  growing  Union  between  Them  on  the 
former.     Idem  fenfire  de  Republics,  to  think  alike  about 
political  Affairs,  hath  been  eiteem'd  neceflary  to  confti- 
tute  and  maintain  private  Ft  iendjhips.     It  is  obvioufly 
more  eflential  in  publick  Friendjbips.   Bodies  of  Men  in 
the  fame  Society  can  never  unite,  unlefs  They  unite  on 
this  Principle  ;    and  if  They  once  unite  on  ibis  Princi- 
ple, They  will  unite  on  all  others  ;  or  They  will  readily 
and  chearfully  make  one  another  eafy  about  them.— 
Let  me  fpeak  plainly.  It  becomes  a  Man  to  do  To,  who 
means  honeftly. — In  our  political  Divifions  of  Whig  and 
'Tory,  the  Diffenters  have  adhered  to  the  former,  and 
They   want  no  Apology  for  doing  fo.     They  join'd 
Themfelves  to  Thofe,  with  whom  They  agreed  j  and 
flood  in  Oppofition  to  Thofe,    with  whom  They  dif- 
fer'J  in  Principles  of  Government.    There  could  be  no 
Objection  brought  againft  Them ,    on   this  Account. 
They  certainly  did   not  follow  Power.     They  did  not 
aft  like  a  Sfff,  or  a  Fafliou,  who  had  and  purfucd  an 
Jntereit,  diftinft  from  the  Intercft  of  the  whole.    Their 
Non-Ccriformify  had  nothing  to  do  here.     They  concur- 
red 
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red  with  Confirmifts ;  and  if  They  had  been  Confor- 
tnijii  themfelves,  as  They  were  Diffenters,  They  would 
have  afted  in  the  fame  Manner.  But  if  this  Divijton 
of  Parties,  on  the  fame  Principles,  fubfifls  no  longer ; 
if  there  be  in  Truth  neither  a  Tory,  nor  a  Whig,  as  I 
have  faid  above,  but  a  Court  and  a  Country  Party  in  Be- 
ing ;  if  the  political  Principles,  which  the  Dtffenten 
have  formerly  avovv'd,  are  manifeftly  purfued  on  one 
Side  ;  and  Thofe,  which  They  have  oppofed,  or  others 
equivalent  to  them  in  their  Efre&s,  are  purfued  on  the 
other;  can  the  DiJ/entcrs  hefitate  about  the  Option 
They  are  to  make  ?  I  am  perfuaded  They  cannot.  I 
know  that  feveral  amor.gft  Them  do  not.  -What 
might  be,  and  certainly  would  be  faid,  if  They  made 
their  Option  to  Hand  by  the  Minifter,  I  will  not  fb 
much  as  fuggeft.  What  muft  be  the  Confequence  of 
their  {landing  by  the  Nation,  inOppofition  to  Him,  (for 
between  thefe  two  Powers  the  prefent  Conteft  lies)  it  is 
eafy  to  tell,  and  impoffible  to  deny.  They  will  prove, 
in  this  Cafe,  to  the  whole  Woold;  that  the  Spirit  of  Li- 
berty 'animates,  and  Canfdence  alone  determines  their 
Conduft.  They,  who  could  never  brook  a  Regal t 
will  have  the  Merit  of  faving  their  Country  from  the 
Danger  of  a  minifterial  Tyranny,  and  their  Country 
will  owe  Them  all  the  Acknowledgments,  which  aie 
due  from  good  and  grateful  Citizens  of  the  fame  Com- 
monwealth. 

As  to  the  other  great  and  national  Divifion  offPtig 
and  Tory  ;  He,  who  recolledls  what  hath  pak'd  in 
Parliament,  and  obferves  what  paffcs  out  of  it,  can  dif- 
fer very  little  in  'his  Opinion  from  what  hath  been  faid 
concerning  it.  The  principal  Articles  of  y our  civ il  Faith, 
publiih'd  Ibme  Time  ago,  (or,  to  fpeak  more  properly, 
the  civil  Faiib  of  the  old  Whigs)  are  affcnted  and  con. 
tented  to  by  the  Country  Party  ;  fcnJ  I  fay,  upon  good 
Authority,  that  if  this  Creed  was  made  a  Toll  of  fcli- 
tical  Orthodoxy,  there  would  appear  at  this  Time  but 
very  few  H(rcticki  amonglt  us.  How  different  the 

UJc 
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Cafe  is»  on  the  other  Side,  will  appear  not  only  from 
the  Aflions,  but  from  the  Principles  of  the  Court  Party, 
as  We  find  them  avow'd  in  their  Writings ;  Principles 
more  dangerous  to  Liberty,  though  not  To  direftly,  nor 
fo  openly  levell'd  againft  it,  than  even  any  of  Thofe, 
bad  as  they  were,  which  fame  of  tbefe  Men  value 
Themfelves  for  having  formerly  oppofed. 

In  fhort,  the  Revolution  is  look  d  upon  by  all  Sides 
as  a  new  ^Era  ;  but  the  Settlement  then  made  is  look'd 
upon  by  the  whole  Country  Party  as  a  new  Magna 
Cbarta,  from  whence  new  Interefti,  nets  Princples  of 
Government,  new  Meafures  ofSubmijJion,  and  new  Obli- 
gations arife  ;  from  whence  We  muft  date  both  King 
and  People.  His  Majefty  derives  his  Title  from  ARst 
made  in  Coftiequence  of  it.  We  likewife  derive,  not  our 
Privileges,  (for  they  were  always  ours)  but  a  more  full 
and  explicit  Declaration,  and  a  more  folemn  Eltablifh- 
"ment  of  them  from  the  fame  Period.  On  this  Founda- 
tion all  the  reafonable,  independent  Whigs  and  Tories 
unite.  They  could  unite  on  This  alone ;  for  the  Whigs 
have  always  profefs'd  the  Principles,  which  paved  the 
Way  for  the  Revolution  ;  and  whatever  the  Tories  may 
have  profefs'd,  They  afted  upon  the  fame  Principles,  or 
They  afted  upon  none,  which  would  be  too  abiurd  to 
aflert,  when  They  brought  about  that  great  Event,  in 
Concert  with  the  reft  of  the  Nation,  as  1  fhall  lome 
Time  or  oiher  prove. 

To  this  Magna  Cbarta  and  tbefe  Principles  let  us  ad- 
here inviolably,  in  Oppofition  to  the  tvja  Extremes  men- 
tion'd  by  Me  at  the  Beginning  of  this  Paper,  viz.  to 
<TboJe,  who  difown  them,  and  to  T^hofe,  who  betray 

them. Let  neither  the  polemical  Skill  of  Lfjly,  nor 

the  antique  Erudition  of  Bedford  perfuade  us  to  put  on 
again  tlioieold  Shackles  of  falfe  Law,  falje  Reaj'on,  and 
falj'e  Gofpel,  which  were  forged  before  the  Revolution, 
and  broken  to  Pieces  by  it.— —As  little  let  us  fufter  the 
arch  Slynefs  of  G — SH,  the  dogmatical  Drynefs  of// — f, 
or  the  ibufing  Proftitution  of  ££— k,  to  flip  new  Shackles, 

upon 
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upon  us,  which  are  inconfiflent  with  the  conftituent 
Principles  of  our  Eftablifhment. — Let  us  maintain  and 
improve  the  national  Union  fb  happily  begun,  and  blcfs 
God  for  difpofing  the  Temper  of  the  Nation  almoft 

univenrally  to  it. Such  a  Coalition  hath  been  long 

wanted  in  this  Kingdom,  and  never  more  than  at  this 
important  Criiis  j  for  on  This  it  will  depend  whether 
TJiey,  who  not  only  oppofe  the  Progrefs  of  that  growing 
Corruption,  which  had  well  nigh  overipread  the  Land, 
bur.  endeavour  to  extirpate  it  by  the  Roots,  fhall  prevail; 
or  They,  who  nourifh  and  propagate  it ;  who  eat  Them- 
fclves,  and  tempt  others  to  eat  the  baneful  Fruit  it 

bears. On  This  it  will  depend  whether  They  fhall 

prevail,  who  conltantly  infill  againft  the  Continuance 
cfc&ftanding  Army,  in  Time  of  Peafe,  agreeably  to  the 
Principles  of  our  Conftitution ;  or  They*  who  plead  for 
it,  and  endeavour  to  make  it  a  neceflary  Part  of  that 
Conftitiition,  though  incompatible  with  pubtick  Liberty. 
— On  This  it  will  depend  whether  They  fhall  prevail, 
who  endeavour  to  conceal  the  Frauds,  which  are  prac- 
tifed,  and  to  fcreen  the  Fraudulent,  at  the  Rifque  of 
ruining  Credit,  and  deftroying  Trade,  as  well  as  to  mo- 
nopolize in  the  Hands  of  a  Few  the  whole  Wealth  of 
the  Nation  ;  or  They,  who  do  their  utmofl  to  bring  the 
former  to  Light,  and  the  latter  to  Punifhment  at  a 
Time,  when  glaring  Fraud,  or  very  ftrong  Symptoms 
of  Frauds,  appear  in  fo  many  Parts  of  publick  Manage- 
ment, from  ibme  of  the  greateft  Companies  down  to 

the  Turnpike  at  Hyde-Park  Corner. On  This  it  will 

depend  whether" They  fhall  prevail,  who  clefire  that 
Great  Britain  mould  maintain  fuch  a  Dignity  and  pru- 
dent Referve,  in  the  Broils  of  Europe,  as  become  her 
Situation,  fuit  her  Intereft,  and  alone  can  enable  Her  to 
cifl  the  Ballance ;  or  They,  who  are  eager,  on  every 
Occafion,  to  proftittite  her  Dignity,  to  pawn  her  PurJ'e, 
and  to  facrifice  her  Commerce,  by  intangling  Her  not 
only  too  much  with  the  other  great  Powers  of  Europe, 
from  whom  She  may  fometimes  want  reciprocal  En- 
gagements ; 
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gagements;    but  even   with   thofe  diminutive  Powers, 
from  whom  it  would  be  ridiculous  to  expect  any. 

I  fliall  lend  you  fome  farther  Thoughts  on  this  Sub- 
jeft  next  Week,  and  am,  SIR,  Tours,  &c. 

O. 
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CALEB 


S,    Efqi 


;H'ILST  I  was  writing  my  laft  Letter 
to  You,  it  came  into  my  Thoughts  that 
nothing  would  illuftrate  the  Subject  bet- 
ter, nor  enforce  more  ftrongly  the  Ex- 
hortation to  an  Union  of  Parties,  in 
Support  of  that  Conllitution,  on  the 
Terms  of  which  alone  all  Right  to  govern  us,  and  all 
our  Obligation  to  obey  is  now  founded,  than  an  Enquiry 
into  the  Rife  and  Progrefs  of  our  late  Parties ;  or  a 
fhort  Hiftory  ofTorij'm  and  Wbiggifm  from  their  Cra- 
dle to  their  Grave,  with  an  inlrodu&ory  Account  of 
their  Genealogy  and  Defcent. 

Your  Papers  have  been  from  the  nrft  confecrated  to 
the  Information  of  the  People  of  Britain  ;  and  1  think 
they  may  boaft  very  juftly  a  Merit  fingular  enough  ; 
That  of  never  fpeak ing  to  the  Paffions,  without  appeal- 
ing to  the  Reafon  of  Mankind.  It  is  fit  they  fhould 
keep  up  this  Character,  in  the  ftricleft  Manner,  whilft 
they  are  employed  on  the  molt  important  Subjeft,  and 
publim'd  at  the  molt  important  Crifis.  I  fhall  there- 
fore execute  my  Defign  with  Sincerity  and  Impartia- 
lity. I  fliall  certainly  not  flatter  ;  and  I  do  not  mean 
to  offend.  Reafonable  Men  and  Lovers  of  Truth,  in 
whatever  Party  They  have  been  engaged,  will  not  be 

offended 
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offended  at  Writings,  which  claim  no  Regard  but  on 
this  Account,  that  they  are  founded  in  Reafbn  and 
Truth,  and  fpeak  with  Boldnefs  what  Reafon  and 
Truth  confpire  to  dictate.  As  for  the  Drummers  and 
trumpeters  of  Faftion,  who  are  hired  to  drown  the 
Voice  of  both  in  one  perpetual  Din  of  Clamour,  and 
\vould  endeavour  to  drown,  in  the  fame  Manner,  even 
the  dying  Groans  of  their  Country,  if  She  was  already 
brought  into  that  extreme  Condition  ;  They  fhall  not 
provoke  Me  to  break  a  moft  contemptuous  Silence. 
The  Subject:  is  too  folemn.  They  may  prophane  it, 
by  writing  on  it.  Far  be  it  from  Me  to  become  guilty 
of  the  fame  Crime,  by  anfwering  Them . 

If  the  Enquiry  I  am  going  to  make  into  the  Rife 
and  Progrefs  of  our  late  Parties  fhould  produce  in  any 
Degree  the  Good,  which  I  intend,  it  will  help  to 
confirm  and  improve  the  national  Union  fo  happily- 
begun,  by  taking  off*  feme  Remains  of  Shynef?,  Di- 
ftruft  and  Prejudice,  which  may  ftill  hang  about  Men, 
who  think  alike,  and  who  prefs  on,  from  different 
Quarters,  to  the  fame  common  Point  of  View.  It 
will  htflp  to  unmask  more  effectually  the  wicked  Con- 
duel  of  Thofe,  who  labour  with  all  the  Skill  and,  which 
is  much  more  confiderable,  with  all  the  Authority 
They  poffefs,  to  keep  up  the  Divifion  of  Parties ;  that 
each  of  Thefe  may  continue  to  be,  in  its  Turn,  what 
all  of  them  have  been  too  often  and  too  long,  the 
Inftruments  and  the  Victims  of  private  Ambition.  It 
will  do  fomething  more.  A  few  Reflections  on  the 
Rife  and  Progrefs  of  our  Diftemper,  and  the  Rife  and 
Progrefs  of  our  Cure,  xvill  help  us  of  Courfe  to  make  a 
true  Judgment  on  our  prefent  State,  and  will  point 
out  to  us,  better  perhaps  than  any  other  Method,  the 
fpecifick  Remedies  ftill  neceflary  to  preferve  our  Con- 
ftitution  in  Health  and  Vigour.— —Having  prcmiied 
This,  I  come  to  the  Point. 

Queen  Elizabeth  defign'd,  and  the  Nation  call'd  King 
James  to  the  Throne,  though  the  whole  Scctijb  Line 

had 
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had  been  excluded  by  the  Will  of  Henry  the  8th,  made 
indeed  under  the  Authority  of  an  Aft  of  Parliament, 
and  yet  little  regarded  either  by  the  Parliament,  or 
the  People.  As  foon  as  He  was  on  the  Throne,  a  flat- 
tering Aft  of  Recognition  pafs'd  ;  for  though  all  Princes 
are  fiatter'd  on  their  firft  Acceffion,  yet  thofe  Princes 
are  fure  to  be  fiatter'd  molr,  who  deferve  Panegyrick 
leafl.  In  this  Aft  the  Parliament  acknowledged,  en  the 
Knees  of  their  Hearts,  ( fuch  was  the  Cant  of  the  Age, ) 
the  indubitable  Right,  by  which  They  declared  that 
the  Crown  defc  ended  to  Him  immediately,  on  the  De- 
ceafe  of  Queen  Elizabeth.  Of  this  Aft  and  of  the 
Ufe,  which  fome  Men,  very  weakly  I  think,  endea- 
vour'd  to  make  of  it,  1  fhall  have  Occafion  to  fpeak 
hereafter.  I  would  only  obferve  here  that  This  is  the 
JEra.  of  hereditary  Right,  and  of  all  thofe  exalted  No- 
tions, concerning  the  Power  and  Prerogative  of  Kings, 
and  the  Sacrednefi  tf  their  Perfons.  All  together  they 
compofed  fuch  a  Syftem  of  Abfurdity,  as  had  never 
been  heard  of  in  this  Country,  till  tkat  anointed  Pedant 
broach'd  them.  They  have  been  fpoken  of  pretty 
much  at  large  in  your  Papers ;  particularly  in  fome  of 
Thofe,  publifh'd  under  the  Name  of  Qldcaftle.  To 
them  I  refer. 

To  aflert  that  the  extravagant  Principles  of  Ecchji- 
aftieal  and  Civil  Government,  which  began  to  be  pro- 
pagated in  this  Reign,  and  were  carried  Hill  higher  in 
the  next,  gave  Occafion  to  Thofe  of  another  Kind,  or 
of  another  Extreme,  which  were  taught  with  Succefs, 
and  gain'd  by  Degrees  great  Vogue  in  the  Nation, 
would  be  too  much.  Opinions  very  different  from 
Thofe,  which  received  the  Sanction  of  a  legal  Ejla- 
blijbment  in  Church  and  State,  had  crept  about  ob- 
•Jcurely,  if  not  hlently,  even  whilft  the  Government  of 
Elizabeth  laftcd.  But  This  I  fay  ;  that  the  Principles, 
ty  \\Lici.  King  Janes  and  King  Charles  the  ill  go- 
vern'd,  and  the  ExccfTes  of  Hierarchical  and  Mcnarchi- 
dil  Pwcr,  exerched  in  Coniequencc  of  them,  gave 

VOL    XII.  B  IKK 
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great  Advantage  to  the  oppofite  Opinions,  and  intirely 
occafion'd  the  Miseries,  which  followed.  Phrenzy  pro- 
voked Phrenzy,  and  two  Species  of  Madnefs  infefted 
the  whole  Mafs  of  the  People.  It  hath  coil  us  a  Cen- 
tury to  lofe  our  Wit?,  and  to  recover  them  again. 

If  our  Grievances  under  K.  Charles  the  ift.  had  been 
redrels'd  by  a  fober,  regular,  Parliamentary  Reformation 
of  the  State  ;  or  if,  the  civil  War  happening,  a  new  Go- 
vernment had  been  eflablifh'd  on  Principles  of  the  Con- 
ftitutio'n,  not  of  Fa&ion,  of  Liberty,  not  of  Licenti- 
oufnefs,  as  there  was  on  the  Abdication  of  King  James 
the  zd  ;  We  may  conclude  both  from  Reafbn  and  Ex- 
perience, that. the  abfurd  and  flavifh  Doclrines  I  have 
mention'd  would  have  been  exploded  early.  They 
would  have  been  buried  in  the  recent  Grave  of  Him, 
who  firlt  deviled  them  ;  and  the  Memoty  of  Him  and 
of  Them  would  have  flunk  together  in  the  Noftrils  of 
Mankind.  But  the  contrary  fell  out.  The  State  was 
fubverted,  inftead  of  being  reform'd  ;  and  all  the  Fury 
of  Faclion  and  Enthufiafm  was  employ 'd  to  deftroy 
the  Conftitution  to  the  very  Foundation?.  A  natural 
Confequence  follow'd.  If  the  Principles  of  King  "James 
and  King  Charles's  Reigns  had  been  difgraccd  by  bet- 
ter, they  would  not  have  rifen  again ;  but  they  were 
only  kept  down  for  a  Time  by  worfe  ;  and  therefore 
they  rofc  again  at  the  Reftoration,  and  revived  with 
the  Monarchy.  Thus  that  epidemical  Taint,  with 
which  King  James  infected  the  Minds  of  Men,  con- 
tinued upon  us  ;  and  it  is  fcarce  hyperbolical  to  fay, 
that  this  Prince  hath  been  the  original  Cauie  of  a  Se- 
ries of  Misfortunes  to  this  Nation,  as  deplorable  as  a 
lafting-InfedYion  of  our  Air,  of  our  Water,  or  our  Earth, 
would  have  been.  The  Spirit  of  his  Reign  was  main- 
tain'd  in  That  of  his  Sen,  (  for  how  could  it  well  be 
otherwife,  when  the  fiine  Minijfers  were  continued  in 
Power  r }  and  the  Events  of  both  produced  the  civil 
War.  The  civil  Wnr  endfd  in  the  Death  of  the  King, 
and  the  Exile  of  his  Family.  The  Exile  of  thole  Prin- 
ces 
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ces  reconciled  Them  to  the  Religion  of  Rome,  and  to 
the  Politicks  of  foreign  Nations,  in  fuch  Degrees  as 
their  different  Characters  admitted.  Charles  iipp'd  a 
little  of  the  poiionous  Draught,  but  enough  however 
to  infeft  his  whole  Conduct.  As  for  James, 

— lilt  impiger  baujit 

Spurn ant 'em  Pater  am. 

He  drank  the  Chalice  off  to  the  loweft  and  fouleft 
Dregs. 

That  Principles,  as  abfurd  as  Thefe  in  their  Nature, 
and  as  terrible  in  their  Con'.equences,  fuch  as  would 
(hock  the  common  Senfe  of  a  Samojede,  or  an  Hattcn- 
tof,  and  had  jult  before  deluged  the  Nation  in  Blood, 
fhould  come  into  Vogue  again  at  the  Re/lor ation,  will 
not  appear  ilrar.ge  to  Thoie,  \vho  carry  Themfelves 
back  as  it  were  to  that  Point  of  Time.  The  Wounds 
of  the  civil  War  were  bleeding ;  and  the  Refentmenn 
of  the  Cavaliers,  who  cams  into  Power  at  Court  and 
in  Parliament,  were  at  their  Height.  No  Wonder  then 
if  few  Men  had,  in  iuch  a  Ferment  as  This,  Penetra- 
tion enough  to  dilcem,  or  Candour  enough  to  ack. 
ledge,  or  Couiage  enough  to  maintain,  that  the  Prin- 
ciples We  fpeak  of  were  truly  and  primarily  the  Caufe 
of  all  their  Misfortunes.  The  Events,  which  proved 
them  fo,  were  recent ;  but  for  that  very  Reafcn,  be- 
cau/e  they  were  recent,  it  was  natural  for  Men,  in  fuch 
a  Circumilance  as  This,  to  make  wrong  Judgments 
about  them.  It  was  natural  for  the  Royal  Party  to  af- 
cribe  all  their  and  their  Country's  Misfortunes,  without 
any  due  Dillinftion,  to  the  Principles,  on  which  King 
Charles  and  even  King  James  had  been  oppofed  j  and 
to  grow  more  zealous  for  Tfoj'e,  on  which  the  Go- 
vernments of  tbefe  two  Princes  had  been  defended,  and 
for  which  They  had  fuffer'd.  Add  to  This  the  na- 
tional Tranfport,  on  fo  great  a  Revolution  ;  the  Excefs 
of  Joy,  which  many  felt  and  many  feign'd ;  the  A- 
dulation  employ 'd  by  many  to  require  new  Merit, 
and  by  many  to  atone  for  paft  Demerit ;  and  you  will 
B  2  find 
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find  Reafon  to  be  furprized,  not  that  the  fame  Principles 
cf  Government,  as  had  threatened  our  Liberties  once, 
and  muil  by  neceflary  Confequence  do  fo  again,  were 
eltablifh'd ;  but  that  our  Liberties  were  KOI  immedi- 
ately and  at  once  given  up.  That  they  were  fayed  We 
ou  e,  not  to  Parliament,  no  not  to  the  Convention  Par- 
liament, who  brought  the  King  home ;  but  to  thole 
great  and  good  Men,  Clarendon  and  Southampton.  Far 
from  taking  Advantage  of  the  Heat  and  Fervour  of  the 
Time?,  to  manage  Parliaments  into  feandalovs  Jobs, 
and  fatal  Compliances  with  the  Crown  j  to  their  im- 
mortal Honour,  ( with  Gratitude  and  Reverence  to 
their  Memories  be  it  fpoken )  They  broke  the  Army, 
i'intcd  the  Revenue,  and  threw  their  Mailer  on  the  Af 
fefticns  of  bis  Pec/pie. —  But  I  return. 

Befides  thefe  Reafons,  drawn  from  the  Paffions  of  Men, 
others  of  a  more  fober  Kind  may  be  given,  to  account 
for  the  making  a  Settlement  at  the  Rejtoration  upon 
Principles  too  near  a-kin  to  Thofe,  which  had  pre- 
vaiPd  before  the  War,  and  which  had  in  Truth  cau- 
fed  it.  Certain  it  is,  that  although  the  No>:-Cor:formi/ls 
were  ftunn'd  by  the  Blow  They  had  juft  received  ; 
and  though  their  Violence  was  reltrain'd  by  the  lorce 
of  the  prelent  Conjuncture;  yet  They  Hill  exilled. 
Symptoms  of  This  appeal  M,  even  whilll  the  Govern- 
ment was  fettling,  and  continued  to  appear  long  after 
it  was  fettled.  Now  every  Symptom  of  this  Kind 
renew'd  the  Dread  of  relapfing  into  thofe  Miseries, 
from  which  the  Nation  had  lo  lately  recover'd  itlelf ; 
and  this  Dread  had  the  natural  Effect  of  all  extreme 
Fears.  It  hurried  Men  into  every  Principle,  as  well  as 
Meafure,  which  feem'd  the  molt  oppolhe  to  Thofe  of 
the  Perjons  feared ',  and  the  molt  likely,  though  at  any 
other  Rifque,  to  defeat  their  Defigr.s,  and  to  obviate 
the  prefent  Danger,  real  or  imaginary.  May  We  not 
fairly  conjecture,  for  it  is  but  Conjecture,  ibmething 
more  t  In  fiich  a  Temper  of  Mind,  and  fuch  a  Situ- 
ation of  Circum (lances,  might  not  even  Thofe,  who 
(aw  how  grouudieis  and  dangerous  Inch  extravagant 

Notions 
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Notions  about  the  Right,  Power  and  Prerogative  of 
Kings  were,  imagine  however  that  it  was  a  Part  of 
Prudence  to  give  Way  to  them,  and  to  countenance 
them,  in  the  prefent  Conjuncture  ;  to  fuffer  the  Opi- 
nions of  the  Nation  to  be  bent  too  far  on  one  Side,  as 
they  had  been  bent  too  far  on  the  other ;  not  that 
they  might  remain  crooked,  but  that  they  might  be- 
come lira  it  ? 

The  fame  Spirit  and  much  the  fame  Reafons  as  de- 
termined our  Settlement,  at  the  Refloration,  upon  fuch 
high  Principles  of  Monarchy,  prevail'd  relatively  to  our 
religious  Differences,  and  the  Settlement  of  the  Cburcb. 
— I  mall  fpeak  of  it  with  that  Freedom,  which  a  Man 
may  take,  who  is  con'cious  that  He  means  nothing  but 
the  publick  Good,  hath  no  Bye-Ends,  nor  is  under  the 
Influence  of  lerving  any  particular  Caufe. 

I  fay  then  very  frankly  that  the  Church  and  the  King 
having  been  join'd  in  all  the  late  Contefls,  both  by 
Thofe,  who  attack'd  them,  and  Thole,  who  defended 
them,  Ecclefiaftical  Interns,  Refentments  and  Animtji- 
ties  came  in  to  the  Aid  of  fa:culnr,  in  making  the  neto 
Settlement.  Great  Lenity  was  fhewn  at  the  Reftora- 
tion,  in  looking  backwards  ;  unexampled  and  unimita- 
tcd  Mercy  to  particular  Men,  which  defcrved  no  doubt 
much  Applaufe.  This  Conduft  would  have  gone  far 
towards  lettering  the  Nation  to  its  primitive  'Temper •, 
and  Integrity,  to  its  old  good  Manners,  its  ttld  good  Hu- 
mour, and  its  old  good  Nature  (Expremonsof  my  Lord 
Chancellor  Clarendon,  which  I  could  never  read  with- 
out being  moved  and  foften'd)  if  great  Severity  had  not 
been  cxerciied  immediately  after,  in  looking  forwards, 
and  great  Rigour  ufed  to  large  Bodies  of  Men,  which 
certainly  delerves  Ceniure,  as  neither  juft,  nor  politick. 
I  {iiy,  not  juft  ;  becaufe  there  is  after  all  a  ical  ?.\\-\ 
wide  Difference  between  mcratznd  Party  Juftice.  The 
tne  is  founded  in  Rcalbn.  The  other  takes  its  Colour 
from  the  Paffions  of  Men,  and  is  but  another  Name  for 
Injuitice.  Moral  Juft  ice  carries  Punifhment  as  far  as 
B  3  Reparation 
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Reparation,  and  necefTary  Terror  require ;  no  far- 
ther. Party  Jufllce  carries  it  to  the  full  Extent  of 
our  Power,  and  even  to  the  gorging  and  fating  of 
our  Revenge.  From  whence  it  follows  that  Injuftice 
and  Violence,  once  begun,  muft  become  perpetual  in 
the  fuccefiive  Revolutions  of  parties,  as  long  as  tbefe 
Parties  exilt. —  I  fay,  not  politick  ;  becaufe  it  con- 
trad  ifted  the  other  Mcafures,  taken  for  quieting  the 
Minds  of  Men.  It  alarm'd  all  the  Sefts  anew  ;  con- 
firm'd  the  Implacability  and  whetted  the  Rancour  of 
Some  ;  difappointed  and  damp'd  a  Spirit  of  Reconcilia- 
tion in  Others  ;  united  Them  in  a  common  Hatred  to 
the  Church,  and  roufed  in  the  Church  a  Spirit  of  Into- 
lerance and  Perfecution.  This  Meafure  \vas  the  more 
imprudent,  becaufe  the  Opportunity  feem'd  fair  to  take 
Advantage  of  the  Reicntinents1  of  the  Presbyterians  a- 
gainft  the  Other  Sectaries,  and  to  draw  Them,  without 
perfecuting  the  others,  by  the  Cords  of  Love  into  the 
Pale  of  the  Church,  inftead  of  driving  Them  back  by 
fcvere  Ufage  into  their  antient  Confederacies.  But  when 
Refentments  of  the  Sort  We  now  mention  were  let 
loofe,  to  aggravate  Thofe  of  the'  other  Sort,  there  was 
no  Room  to  be  furprizccl  at  die  Violences,  which  fol- 
low'd  ;  and  They,  who  had  a£led  greater,  could  not 
complain  of  Thefc,  great  as  they  were,  with  any  good 
Grace. 

If  we  may  believe  *  One,  who  certainly  was  not 
partial  againft  tbefe  Setts,  both  Presbyterians  and  Inde- 
pendents had  carried  the  Principle  of  Rigour,  in  the 
Point  of  Conference,  mutb  higher,  and  afted  more  impla- 
cably upon  it,  than  ever  the  Church  of  England  hath 
done  in  its  angricft  Fits.  The  fccuring  TJiemfeves  there- 
fore againll  fbeft,  who  had  ruin'd  Them  and  the  Con- 
ftitution  once  already,  was  a  plaufible  Reafon  for  the 
Church-Party  to  give,  and  I  doubt  not  the  true  nnd 

fo!e 

*  Dr.  Burnet,  aftcrtvard  Bifoop  of  Salisbury,  inane 
«f  bis  Trafts. 
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fole  Motive  of  many  for  exercifing,  and  perfifling  in  the 
Exercife  of  great  Severity.  General,  prudential  Argu- 
ments might,  and  there  is  Reafon  to  believe  they  did, 
weigh  with  particular  Men;  but  they  could  have  little 
Force,  at  fuch  a  Time,  on  Numbers.  As  little  could 
fome  other  Confiderations  have  then,  whatever  they 
have  now.  The  Promifes  at  Breda,  for  Inftance,  and 
the  Terms  of  the  Declaration  fent  from  thence,  could 
not  be  urged  with  Force  to  a  Parliament,  who  had  no 
Mind,  and  was  ftridlly  under  no  Obligation,  to  make 
good  fuch  Promifes  as  the  King  had  made,  beyond  his 
Power  of  promifing,  if  taken  abfolutely  ;  and,  if  taken 
conditionally,  He  was  difcharged,  on  the  Refufal  of 
Parliament  to  confirm  them.  —  Thus  again,  the  Merit 
pleaded  by  the  Presbyterians,  on  Account  of  the  Share 
They  had  in  the  Reparation,  which  was  very  real  and 
rery  confiderable,  could  avail  however  but  little.  That 
They  went  along  with  the -national  Torrent,  in  reftor- 
ing  the  Conflitution  of  Church  and  State,  could  not  be 
denied.  But  then  it  was  remember'd  too  that  thefe 
Fruits  of  Repentance  came  late ;  not  till  They  had 
been  long  opprefs'd  by  another  Seft,  who  turn'd  upon 
Them,  w  re  fled  the  Power  out  of  their  Hands,  and 
made  Them  feel,  what  They  had  made  others  feel,  the 
Tyranny  of  a  Party. 

Such  Reaibns  and  Motives  as  I  have  mention'd  pre- 
vail'd  ;  and  worfe  than  Thefe  would  have  been  fuf- 
ficicnt,  when  the  Paffions  of  Men  ran  fo  high,  to  lay 
the  Dijfenters,  without  any  Diftinclion,  under  extreme 
Hardfliips.  They  feeni'd  to  be  the  principal  Objeft  of 
the  Fears  and  Jealoufies  of  Parliament.  Addreiles  were 
continually  made,  and  the  Edge  of  the  Law  continually 
whetted  againtt  Them,  from  1660  to  1669,  when  the 
Law  for  fupprejjing  Conventicles,  and  the  la  ft  of  the'c 
penal  Statutes  paiVd,  as  I  remember.  Experience  will 
juftily  Me  for  laying  that  this  long  and  extreme  Rigour 
was  unwife,  ns  well  as  unjuft.  It  appears,  indeed,  from 
the  Memorials  of  thole  Times  that  elkey>  who  fuffer'd, 

had 
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had  given  abundant  Provocation,  tho'  not  fufficient  Ex- 
cufe,  to  the  Rigour,  under  which  They  fuft'eVd.  Some 
former  Hardfliips,  which  the  Diffenters  had  endured 
from  the  Church,  made  Them  more  violent  againft  it, 
when  They  got  Poflefiion  of  an  ufurp'd  Power.  Jull 
fo  the  Violence,  which  They  exercifed  at  that  Time, 
ftimulated  the  Severity  They  felt  in  their  Turn,  when 
the  legal  Conilitution  of  the  Church  was  reftored.  Not- 
withftanding  all  which,  I  incline,  upon  very  good 
Reafons,  to  think  that  this  Severity  was  not  in  the  firll 
Defign  of  the  Minijlers ;  nor  would  have  been  fhewn, 
if  another  fatal  Influence  had  not  prevail'd.  The  In- 
fluence I  mean  is  That  of  Popery.  It  prevailed  from 
the  firft  Moments  to  the  laft  of  the  Reign  of  King 
Charles  the  2d.  The  left  Minifters  were  frequently 
driven  off  their  Byafs  by  it.  The  worft  had  a  fure 
Hold  on  their  Matter,  by  complying  with  it.  On  the 
Occafion  now  mention'd,  this  Influence  and  the  Artifice 
of  the  Popi/h  Faftion  work'd  very  fataJly  on  the  Pafiions 
of  Parties,  and  the  private  Interefls  of  Individuals ;  and 
the  Minifters,  and  the  Church,  and  the  Di/entcn  were 
Bubbles  alike  of  their  common  Enemy.  Barefaced  Po- 
pery could  abk  no  Favour,  becauie  Popery  could  expect 
none.  Protejlant  DiJ/cnters  were  therefore  to  ferve  as 
flalking  Horfes,  that  Papl/ls  might  creep  behind  Them, 
and  have  Hopes  of  being,  fome  Time  or  other,  ad- 
mitted with  Them.  The  Church  Party  was  halloo'd 
on  the  Diffenters ;  whilft  the  Diffenters  were  encouraged 
to  unite  and  hold  out;  whilft  They  were  flatter'd  with 
an  high  Opinion  of  their  own  Strength,  and  the  King's 
Favour  ;  and  whilft  fome  leading  Men  amongit  Them, 
who  thought  it  better  to  be  at  the  Head  of  a  Seel,  than 
at  the  Tail  of  an  Eftablifement,  were  perhaps  encou- 
raged and  confirm'd  in  that  Thought  by  the  private 
Applications  of  the  Court. 

Thefe  Arts,  thefe  wicked  Arts  ( for  fuch  they  were ) 
prevail'd  ;  and  though  the  2000  Minifter?,  who  went 
out  pf  their  Churches  on  one  Day,  were  far  from  being 

ail 
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all  of  the  fame  Mind,  or  having  one  pofmve,  confident 
Scheme ;  though  many  of  Them  mud  havo  loft  their 
Benefices,  even  if  They  had  comply'd  with  the  Act  of 
Uniformity,  becaufe  They  were  Intruders,  and  in  adual 
PofTeffion  ef  Benefices  legally  belonging  to  Others ;  yet, 
by  uniting  in  the  Point  of  Non-Conformity,  They  ap- 
pear'd  as  one  Body,  and  in  fome  Senfe  They  were  fo. 
Several  of  Them  were  popular  for  certain  Modes  of  De- 
votion, fuited  to  the  Humour  of  the  Time  ;  and  feveral 
were  Men  eminent  for  true  Learning  and  unaftefted  Pie- 
ty. This  increafed  the  Zeal  of  their  Flocks,  and  cre- 
ated CompalSon  in  Others.  Here  the  Court  began  to 
reap  the  Fruits  of  their  Management,  in  the  Struggle 
for  a  Toleration.  I  ufe  the  Word,  though  I  know  it 
may  be  (imply  cavill'd  at.  The  firft  Step  made  was 
an  'Application  to  the  King,  who  declared  Himfelf 
ready  and  willing  to  dijpenfe,  in  their  Favour,  with  fe- 
veral Things  in  the  Aft  of  Uniformity  ;  and  thus  the  Dif- 
Jenters  were  made,  by  the  Severity  of  the  Parliament 
and  the  Intrigues  of  the  Court,  the  Internments  of  in- 
troducing a  difpenjir.g  Power.  Such  Attempts  were 
made  more  than  once;  but  happily  fail'd,  as  often  as 
made,  through  the  vigorous  Opposition  of  Parliament ; 
till  at  laft  the  Scene  began  to  open  more,  and  the  Dif- 
f enters  to  fee  that  They  were  made  the  Tools  of  pro- 
moting, what  They  never  intended,  the  Advancement 
of  the  Prerogative  above  Law,  and  the  Toleration  of 
Popery  againlt  it. 

To  conclude.  By  fuch  Means  as  I  have  defcribed, 
the  Conititution  of  Parties  after  the  Reparation  prefer- 
ved  unhappily  too  near  a  Refemblance  to  the  Conftitu- 
tion  of  Parties  before  the  War.  The  Prerogative  was 
not,  indeed,  carried  ib  high,  in  fome  Inftances,  as 
James  and  Charles  the  ift.  had  attempted  to  carry  it. 
Nay,  fome  Supports  of  it  were  bought  off,  and  taken 
away  ;  and  others  more  dangerous,  as  We  have  obfer- 
vod,  were  prevented  by  the  Virtue  of  the  Men  at  that 
Time  in  Pnwer.  But  ftiil  the  Government  was  efta- 

blim'd 
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bliih'd  on  Principles,  fufficient  to  invite  a  King  to 
exercife  arbitrary  Power,  and  to  iupport  Him  by  their 
Confequences  in  the  Exerciie  of  it  afterward.- ;  jo  [hat, 
in  this  Reipeft,  the  Seeds  of  future  Divifions  were 
fow'd  abundantly.  The  Dl/mten  had,  indeed,  loft 
much  of  their  Credit,  and  all  their  Power.  But  ftill 
They  had  Number?,  and  Property,  and  Induftry,  and 
Companion  for  Them  ;  fo  that  here  was  another  Crop 
of  DifTentions  planted  to  nurie  up,  and  to  ftrengthtn 
the  other.  They  did  not  inflame  the  Con  tefts/ which 
follow'd,  into  a  civil  War,  as  they  had  help'd  to  do  for- 
merly ;  but  I  think  that,  without  them,  and  the  Dif- 
union  and  Hatred  amongft  Proteflants,  confequent  upon 
them,  the  Zeal  againft  Popery  could  not  have  run  into 
a  Kind  of  factious  Fury,  as  We  mail  be  obliged  to 
confefs  it  did.  I  likewife  think  that  Fears  of  falling 
once  more  under  Presbyterian,  or  Republican  Power, 
could  not  have  been  wrought  up  in  the  Manner  they 
were,  towards  the  End  of  this  Reign,  fo  as  to  drown 
even  the  Fear  of  Popery  itfelf;  fo  as  to  form  a  Party  in 
Favour  of  a  Popijb  Succe/fir ;  fo  as  to  tranfport  both 
Clergy  and  Layety  into  an  Avowal  of  Principles, 
which  muft  have  reduced  us  to  be  at  this  Time  Slaves, 
not  Freemen,  Papijts,  not  Proteftants  ;  thefe  Things, 
I  fay,  could  not  have  happen'd,  if  the  very  Men, 
who  had  avow'd  Jucb  Principles,  had  not  faved  Them- 

felves  and  Us,  in  direct  Oppofmon  to  them But 

I  am  running  into  the  Subject  of  another  Letter,'  when 
This  is  grown  too  prolix  already. 

/  am,  SIR,  &c. 
O. 


SATURDAY, 
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The  fame  Subjeft  continued. 

To  CALEB    D'ANVERS,    Efq; 
SIR, 

H  E  Sum  of  what  hath  been  faid,  con- 
cerning the  Settlement  of  Church  and 
State,  and  the  Divifion  of  Parties,  at  the 
Rejloration,  amounts  to  This  ;  that  as 
the  Attempts  of  King  James  and  King 
Charles  the  ift.  againft  the  Spirit  of  the 
People,  and  the  Principles  of  the  Constitution,  threw 
the  Nation  into  a  civil  War,  and  all  the  miicrable  Con- 
fequence?,  both  necefTary  and  contingent,  of  that  Ca- 
lamity ;  fo  the  Fury,  Enthufiafm  and  Madnefs  of  thofe 
Fafticm,  which  arofe,  during  that  unnatural  Ferment, 
frighten'd  the  Nation  back,  if  not  into  all,  yet  more 
generally  perhaps  than  before,  into  moft  of  the  Notions, 
that  were  eftablifli'd  to  juftify  the  Excefles  of  former 
Reigns.  Hereditary,  indejiezable  Right,  Pajjtve  Obe- 
dience  and  Nen- Rejtftance  ( thofe  Corner-ftones,  which 
are  an  improper  Foundation  for  any  Superftrudture  but 
That  of  Tyranny,)  were  made,  even  by  Parliament, 
the  Foundation  of"  the  Monarchy ;  and  all  Thofe,  who 
declined  an  exaft  and  ftric~t  Conformity  to  the  whole 
Ellablifhment  of  the  Church,  even  to  the  moft  minute 
Parts  of  it,  were  deprived  of  the  Protection,  nay  expo- 
fed  to  the  Profecution  of  the  State.  Thus  one' Part  of 
the  Nation  flood  profcribed  by  the  other ;  the  leaft,  in- 
deed, by  Obegrefteft  ;  whereas  a  little  before  \h&great- 
efl  flood  profcribed  by  the  leaft.  Roundhead  and  Cat-a- 
lter \vere,  in  Effect,  no  more.  Whig  and  lory  were 

not 
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not  yet  in  Being.  The  only  two  apparent  Parties  were 
Thofe  of  Churchmen  and  Di/cnters  ;  and  religious 
Differences  alone,  at  this  Time  maintain'd  the  Di- 
iHnclion. 

Such  was  the  State  of  Party,  upon  the  Meeting  of 
the/ry?  Parliament  call'd  by  King  Charles  the  zd.  and 
for  fome  Years  afterwards,  as  nearly  as  I  have  been  able 
to  obferve  by  what  I  have  read  in  Hiftory,  and  recei- 
ved from  Tradition. How  the  Notions  then  in 

Vogue  began  to  change,  and  this  Spirit  to  decline,  fome 
Time  after  the  Reparation  ;  how  the  Zeal  of  Church- 
men and  Diffenters  againlr,  one  another  began  to  foften, 
and  a  Court  and  Country  Party  to  form  themfelves  ; 
how  Faflion  mingled  itlelf  again  in  the  Contelt,  and 
renew'd  the  former  Refentments  and  Jealoufics ;  how 
Whig  and  Tory  arofe,  the  furious  Off-fpring  of  thofe  Sn- 
aufpicious  Parents  Roundhead  and  Cavalier  ;  how  the 
Proceedingg  of  one  Party  might  have  thrown  us  back 
into  a  civil  War,  Confujton  and  Anarchy  ;  how  the 
Succefs  of  the  other  had  like  to  have  entaiPd  Tyranny  on 
the  State,  and  Popery  in  the  Church  ;  how  the  Revo- 
lution did ,  and  could  alone ,  deliver  us  from  the 
Grievances  We  felt,  and  from  the  Dangers  We  fear'd  ; 
how  this  great  Event  was  brought  about  by  a  formal  De- 
parture of  each  Side  from  the  Principles  objected  to 
Them  by  the  other  ;  how  this  Renezval  of  our  Cotifli- 
tuticn,  on  the  Principles  of  Liberty,  by  the  moil  folemn, 
deliberate,  national  Aft,  that  ever  was  made,  did  not 
only  bind  at  leaft  every  one  of  Thofe,  who  concurr'd  in 
any  Degree  to  bring  it  about,  (and  that  Defcription  in- 
cludes almoft  the  whole  Nation )  but  how  abfurd  it  is 
for  any  Man,  who  was  born  fince  that  JEra,  or  who, 
being  born  before  ic,  hath  been  bound  by  no  particular, 
legal  Tye  to  any  otter  Settlement,  to  be  willing  to  give 
up  the  Advantages  of  the  prefent  Conjiittttion,  any  more 
than  He  would  give  up  the  Privileges  of  the  great 
darter,  which  was  made  and  ratify'd  fo  many  Ages 
ago ;  all  theie  Points  are  to  be  now  touch'd  in  that 

iuxnmary 
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fumma  y  Manner,  which  I  have  prescribed  to  myfelf ; 
and  which  wiil  be  fufficient,  in  fo  plain  a  Cafe,  where 
Men  are  to  be  reminded  of  what  They  know  already, 
rather  than  to  be  inform'd  and  connrm'd,  not  to  be 
convinced. 

I  proceed  therefore  to  obferve  that  the  Nation  began 
to  be  indifpofed  to  the  Court,  loon  after  the  Rfftoratior. 
The  Sale  of  Dunkirk  help'd  to  ruin  a  great  and  goid 
Minifter;  though  it  be  ftill  doubtful  at  leaft,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  Clamour  raifed,  and  the  Negotiations  with 
(TEftrades  fo  much  infifted  upon,  whether  He  was 

ftri£Uy  aniwerable  for  this  Meaiure. •  Who  knows 

how  foon.  the  Re-eltabliihrnent  of  the  fame  Port  and 
Harbour  may  be  laid  in  Form  to  the  Charge  of  thofe 
fti's  Mt-ti,  who  are  Itriftly  and  undeniably  anfwerable 
for  it;  and -who  ftagger  already  under  the  Weight  of  fo 
many  other  juit  Imputations  ? 

The  frft  Dutch  War,  \vhich  was  lightly  and  rafhly 
undertaken,  and  which  ended  ignominioufly  for  the 
Nation,  augmented  the  publick  Indifpofidon.  Nay 
Misfortunes,  fuch  as  the  Plague,  and  the  Burning  of 
London,  as  well  as  Mijmanagemcnt,  had  this  Effect. 
mull  puce  at  the  Head  of  all  a  Jeahufy  tf 
P apery ,  which  was  well  founded,  and  therefore  gathered 
Strength  daily.  This  foon  heated  the  Minds  of  Men 
to  fuch  a  Degree,  that  it  leems  almoft  wor.derful  the 
Plague  was  not  imputed  to  the  Pafijls  as  perempto- 
rily as  the  /:/v. 

The  Death  of  my  Lord  Southampton,  and  the  DI:- 
gracc  and  Banilhment  of  my  Lord  Clarendon,  made 
Room  for  new  Ciu.es  of  Jeabu.'y  and  Difiatisfaftion  ; 
and  the  Eftlfts  increaied  in  Proportion.  Thofe  two  noble 
L(,r<!>  l-.ac  Hood  in  the  Breach  againlt  Pefery  and  foreign 
;  ana  v.hit  one  of  Them  faid  of  the  other, 
That  ii  Souibaifiptox  of  Clarendon,  may  be  apply 'd  w::h 

.  :yere  true  PitMcilants,  or. , 
:cn.     lir}>i/Ji    \bw  were  in  /V«-<v,  cur  Laws, 
..   .ind  ouf  L^rt.ts  were  ;/, 

C  <Ibt 
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They  were  removed,  England  felt  the  ill  Effefts  cf  tbe 
Change ;  for  when  They  were  removed,  all  Thefe 
were  in  Danger.  How  glorious  a  Panegyrick  is  This, 
in  which  the  unanimous  Voice  of  Pofterity  does  and 
muft  agree  ?  It  is  preferable  furely  to  all  the  Titles  and 
Honours  and  Eftates,  which  thofe  illuftrious  Patriots  left 
behind  Them  ;  and  fo  I  perfuade  myfelf  it  is  efteem'd 
by  the  young  Noblemen,  who  are  Heirs  to  their  Virtues, 
as  well  as  their  Fortunes. 

King  Charles,  and  more  than  Him  the  Duke  and 
the  Popijb  Fafiion  were  now  at  Liberty  to  form  new 
Schemes ;  or  rather  to  purfue  old  ones,  with  lefs  Re- 
ferve,  againft  the  Religion  and  Liberty  of  England.  As 
foon  as  the  famous  Cabal  had  the  whole  Adminiflration 
of  Affairs,  thefe  Defigns  were  pulh'd,  almoft  without 

any  Referve  at  all. 1  am  not  writing  the  Hiftory  of 

this  Reign ;  nor  have  I  undertaken  any  Thing  more 
than  to  make  a  few  Obfervations  on  the  feveral  Turns 
of  Parties  in  it.  J  need  not  therefore  defcend  into  par- 
ticular  Proofs  of  the  Defigns,  which  I  attribute  to  the 
Court ;  nor  into  a  Deduction  of  the  Meaiures  taken  to 
promote  them,  and  the  Efforts  made  to  defeat  them. 
That  thefe  Ddigns  were  leal,  can  be  doubted  of  by  BO 
Man  ;  fince  without  quoting  many  printed  Accounts, 
which  are  in  the  Hands  of  every  one,  or  infilling  on 
other  Proofs,  which  have  not  feen  the  Light,  (and  iuch 
there  are)  the  Abbot  Prinfs  Relation  of  the  fecret  Ne- 
gotiations between  the  King  and  his  Sifter,  the  Dutchefs 
of  Orleans,  publifh'd  in  1-682,  as  I  think,  and  imme- 
diately fupprefb'd,  as  well  as  the  Hiftory  of  the  Jefuit 
(TOrleans,  written  on  Memorials  furnifh'd  to  Him  by 
King  y times  the  2d.  put  the  whole  Matter  out  of  Dif- 
pute,  and  even  beyond  the  Reach  of  Cavil.  Jt  is  iuffi- 
cient  for  my  Purpofe  to  obferve  that  the  Tide  of  Party, 
which  had  run  Ib  flrongly  for  the  Court,  and  had  been 
leldom  fo  much  ?s  flacken'd  hitherto,  began  now  to 
turn,  and  to  run  Year  after  Year  more  Urongly  the 
other  Way, 

When 
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When  tk':s  Parliament  fate  down,  (  for  it  dcferves  our 
pirtir.ihr  Obfervation  that  both  HuUj'ea  were  full  of 
Zeal  for  the  prefcnt  Government,  and  of  Rcfentment  a- 
eainlt  the  U/urfatwts)  there  was  but  one  Party  in  Par- 
liament ;  and  no  other  Party  could  raife  its  Head  in 
the  Nation.  This  might  have  been  the  Cafe  much 
longer  ;  probably  as  long  as  King  Cearles  had  .ate  on 
the  Throne,  if  the  Court  had  been  a  little  honefter,  or 
a  little  wifcr.  No  Parliament  ever  did  more  to  gain 
their  Prince  than  This.  They  feem'd,  for  feveral  Years, 
to  have  nothing  fo  much  at  Heart  as  fecuring  hi:  Go- 
',  advancing  his  Prerogative,  and  filling  his 
The  Grants  They  made  Him  were  fuch,  as 
p .:!  M  for  Initances  of  Profufion  in  thole  Days ;  when 
i, 200,000 /.  a  Tear  for  the  CIVIL  LIST,  the  FLEET, 
/£<?  GUARDS  and  GARRISONS,  and  all  the  ordinary 
'.f  tbe  Government,  was  thought  an  exorbitant 
Sum  ;  how  litile  a  Figure  fbever  it  would  make  in  oar 
Times,  when  two  Thirds  of  that  Sum,  at  lea  It,  are  ap- 
propriated to  the  Ufe  of  the  Civil-Lift  fingly.  But  all 
This  was  to  no  Purpofe  ;  a  foreign  Intfreft  prevail'd  ; 
a  Cabal  goveru'd  ;  and  femetimes  the  Cabal,  and 
fometimes  a  Prime-Mmifter  had  more  Credit  with  the 
King  than  the  whole  Body  of  his  People.  When  the 
Parliament  faw  that  They  could  not  gain  Him  over  to 
his  own,  and  to  their  common  Imereft ;  nor  prevail  on 
Him,  by  Connivance,  Complyance,  and  other  gentle 
Methods;  They  turn'd  Themfelves  to  fuch  as  were 
rough,  b'Jt  agreeable  to  Law  and  the  Cuitom  of  Parlia- 
ment, us  well  as  proportionable  to  the  Greatneis  of  the 
Exigency.  That  they  loll  their  Temper,  on  feme 
particular  Occafions,  mult  not  be  deny'd.  They  we're 
Men,  and  therefore  frail  ;  but  their  Frailties,  of  this 
Kind,  proceeded  from  their  Love  of  their  Country. 
They  were  tranfported,  when  They  found  that  their 
Religion  and  Liberty  were  constantly  in  Danger  from 
the  Intrigues  of  a  P.pijb  Faff  ion  ;  and  They  would 
have  been  fb  tranfported,  no  Doubt,  if  Liberty  alone 
C  2  had 
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had  been  attack'd  by  a  Proteftant  Faftion.  Then  it  was, 
that  this  Higb-Cburcb  Parliament  grew  favourable  to 
Proteftant  Dtffenters,  and  ready  to  make  that  juft  Di- 
Ilinftion,  To  long  delay'd,  betwen  Them  and  Popijb 
Recttfants,  that,  the  whole  Proteftant  Intereft  might 
unite  in  the  common  Caufe.  Then  it  was,  that  this 
Prerogative  Parliament  dcfy'd  Prerogative,  in  Defence 
of  their  own  Privileges,  and  of  the  Liberties  of  their 
Country.  Then  it  was,  that  this  Pajfftve  Obedience  and 
Non-RrJiftance  Parliament  went  the  utmoft  Lengths  of 
Refi/l.mce,  in  a  Parliamentary  Way  ;  and  the  neceflary 
Coniequence  of  the  Steps  They  made,  in  this  Way, 
muft  have  been  Refinance  in  another,  if  the  King  had 
not  dropt  his  Minijten,  retradled  his  Pretenfions,  re- 
drefs'd  fame,  and  given  Expectation  of  redrefling  otber 
Grievances.  In  fine,  this  Pen/toner  Parliament,  as  it 
hath  been  ftyled,  with  fame  Corruption  in  the  Houfe, 
and  an  Army  fometimes  at  the  Dcor  of  it,  disbanded 
the  drny  in  England,  and  prorelted  againft  the  Militia, 
fettled  in  Scotland  by  Aft  of  Parliament,  and  appoint- 
ed to  march  for  any  Service,  wherein  the  Kings  Ho- 
nour, Authority  and  Greaincfs  were  concerned,  in  Obe- 
dience to  the  Orders  of  the  Privy  Council.  That  I  may 
not  multiply  particular  Inftances,  They  not  only  did 
t'aeir  utmoft  to  fecure  their  Country  againft  immediate 
Danger,  but  projected  to  fecure  it  againft  remote  Dan- 
ger, by  an  Exclufion  of  the  Duke  of  York  from  the 
Crown,  after  They  had  endeavour'd  ftrcnuoufly,  but 
in  vain,  to  prevent  his  entailing  Popery  more  eafily  up- 
on us,  by  his  Marriage  with  a  Popijb  Princefs ;  for  He 
had  declared  Himfelf  a  Papifl  with  as  much  Aftefta- 
tion,  as  if  He  expefted  to  grow  popular  by  it ;  had 
already  begun  to  approve  his  Zeal,  and  exercife  his  Ta- 
lent in  Converfions  by  That  of  his  firji  Wift ;  and 
was  notorioufly  the  Agent  of  Rvme  and  of  France,  in 
order  to  fcduce  his  Brother  into  ftronger  Mcafures  than 
King  Charles  was  willing  to  take.  King  Charles,  to 

ufc 
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ufe   an   Expreffion  of  the  Lord  Ha/lifax  of  that  Age, 
would  trot ;  but  his  Brother  would  gallop. 

When  I  refleft  on  the  Particulars  here  mention'd, 
and  a  great  many  others,  which  might  be  mention'd 
to  the  Honour  of  this  Parliament,  I  cannot  hear  it 
cilTd  the  Pen/toner  Parliament,  as  it  were  by  Way  of 
Eminence,  without  a  Degree  of  honeft  Indignation  ; 
efpecially  in  the  Age,  in  which  We  live,  and  by  feme 
of  Thofe,  who  affeft  the  moft  to  beftow  upon  it  this 
ignominious  Appellation.  Pen/ions  indeed,  to  the  A- 
mount  of  Jeven,  or  eight  tboufand  Pounds,  as  I  remem- 
ber, were  difcover'd  to  have  been  given  to  fome  Mem- 
bers of  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  But  then  let  it  be  re- 
membei'd  likewife,  that  this  Expedient  of  corrupting 
Parliaments  began  under  the  Adminiftration  of  that 
boUlerous,  over-bearing,  dangerous  Minifter,  CLIF- 
FORD. As  long  as  there  remain'd  any  Pretence  to 
fay  that  the  Court  was  in  the  Intereft  of  the  Peoplet 
the  Expedient  of  Bribery  was  neither  wanted,  nor 
pra£lifed.  When  the  Court  was  evidently  in  another 
Litereft,  the  Neceffity  and  the  Practice  of  bribing  the 
Reprefintatives  of  the  People  commenced.  Should  a 
Parliament  of  Britain  act  in  Complyance  with  the 
Court,  againit  the  Senfe  and  Intereft  of  the  Nation, 
Mankind  would  be  ready  to  pronounce  very  jaftly  that 
fuch  a  Parliament  was  under  the  corrupt  Influence  of 
'the  Court.  But  in  the  Cafe  now  before  us,  We  have  a 
very  comfortable  Example  of  a  Court  wicked  enough 
to  Hand  in  need  of 'Corruption,  and  to  employ  it ;  and 
of  a  Parliament  virtuous  enough  to  relift  the  Force  of 
this  Expedient  ;  which  Philip  of '  Mact 'don  boafted  that 
He  employ'd  to  invade  the  Liberties  of  other  Countries  ; 
and  whh'h  hath  been  fo  often  employ'd  by  Men  of 
lefs  Genius,  as  well  as  Rank,  to  invade  the  Liberties 
of  their  ozvn.  All,  that  Corruption  could  do  in  this 
Parliament,  was  to  maintain  the  Appearance  of  a 
Court-Party,  whilft  the  Meafures  of  the  Court  united 
a  Csuntry  Party*  in  Oppofuion  to  Them.  Neither 
C  3  Places, 
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Places,  nor  Penftons,  could  hinder  Courtiers,  in  this 
Parliament  from  voting,  on  many  fignal  Occafions, 
againft  the  Court ;  nor  protect  either  %<?/?,  who  drew 
the  King  into  ill  Meafures ;  nor  Thofe,  who  comply'd 
with  Him  in  them.  Nay,  this  Pen/toner  Parliament, 
if  it  muft  be  ilill  call'd  (b,  gave  one  Proof  of  Inde- 
ptndenfy,  befides  That  of  contriving  a  Teft,  in  16-5, 
to  purge  their  Members  on  Oath  from  all  Sufpicion  of 
corrupt  Influence ;  which  ought  to  wipe  off  the  Stain 
from  the  moft  Corrupt.  They  drove  one  of  their  Pay- 
nafters  out  of  Court,  and  impeach'd  the  Other  in  the 
Fullnefs  of  his  Power  ;  even  at  a  Time,  when  the 
King  was  fo  weak  as  to  make,  or  fo  unhappy  as  to  be 
forced  to  make,  on  Account  of  Penjions  privately  ne- 
gotiated from  France,  the  Caufe  of  the  Crown  and  the 
Caufe  of  the  Minifter  one,  and  to  blend  their  Interefts 
together. 

What  I  have  faid  to  the  Honour  of  the  long  Parlia- 
ment is  juft  j  becaufe  in  Faft  the  Proceedings  of  that 
Parliament  were  agreeable  to  the  Reprefentauon  I  have 
given  of  Them.  But  now,  if  fome  fevere  Cenfor 
fhould  appear,  and  infift:  that  the  Dame  was  (haftrt 
only  becaufe  She  was  not  enough  tempted  ;  that  msre 
Penjions  would  have  made  more  Pexjioners  j  that  much 
Money  and  little  Perogatire  is  more  dangerous  to  Liberty, 
than  much  Perogative  and  little  Money ;  and  that  the 
worft  and  weakeft  Minifter  King  Charles  ever  had  might 
have  been  abfolute  in  this  very  Parliament,  whofe 
Character  I  defend,  if  fucb  a  Minijter  had  been  able  to 
inlift,  with  Place?,  Penfions  and  occafional  Bribes,  not 
a  Jlender  Majority,  which  the  Defection  of  a  Few 
might  at  any  Time  defeat,  but  fuch  a  bulky  Majority, 
as  might  impofe  on  itfelf ;  if  any  one,  I  fay,  fhould  re- 
fine in  this  Manner,  and  continue  to  infift  that  fuch  a 
Minifter,  with  fuch  a  Purfe,  would  have  ijood  his 
Ground  in  the  Parliament  I  fpeak  of,  with  how  much 
Contempt  and  Indignation  foever,  He  might  have 
b:en  every  where  treated  by  the  People ;  I  mail  not 

p:elunie 
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prefume  to  aflert  the  contrary.  It  might  have  been 
lb.  Our  Safety  was  owing  as  much,  perhaps,  to 
the  Poverty  of  the  Court,  as  to  the  Virtue  of  the 
Parliament,  We  might  have  loft  our  Liberties.  But 
then  I  would  obferve,  before  I  conclude,  that  if  This 
be  true,  the  Prefcrvation  of  our  Religion  and  Liberty 
at  that  Time  was  owing  to  thefe  two  Circumftances  ; 
firft,  that  King  Charles  was  not  pariimomous,  but 
fquander'd  on  his  Pleafures  what  He  might  have 
employ'd  to  corrupt  tkis  Parliament ;  fecondly,  that  the 
Minijien,  in  that  Reign,  fingering  no  Money  but  the 
Revenue,  ordinary  and  extraordinary,  had  no  Opportu- 
nity to  filch  in  the  Pockets  of  every  private  Man,  and 
to  bribe  the  Bubbles  very  often  with  their  own  Money  ; 
as  might  be  done  now,  when  Funding  hath  been  fo 
long  in  Fafhion,  and  the  greateji  Minifler  hath  the 
Means  of  being  the  gre atefl  Stockjobber'-,  did  not  the 
eminent  Integrity  of  the  Minifler,  and  the  approved 
Virtue  of  the  Age,  fecure  us  from  any  fuch  Danger. 
'  We  have  now  brought  the  Deduction  of  Parties  very 
near  to  the  JErz  of  Whig  and  Tory,  into  which  the 
Court  found  Means  to  divide  the  Nation,  and  by  this 
Divifion  to  acquire  in  the  Nation  a  Superiority,  which 
had  been  attempted  ineffectually,  even  by  Corruption 

in  the  Parliament. But  This  I  muft  reicrve  for 

another  Paper,  and  am,  SIR,  &c. 

O. 
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To   CALEB    D'  A  N  V  E  R  S,  ,  Efo 

SIR, 

(HERE  is  a  Pa/Tage  in  TuIIy  fo  ex- 
tremely applicable  to  the  mifchievous, 
but  tranfitory,  Prevalence  of  thofe  Prin- 
ciples of  Government,  which  King 
James  the  ift  imported  into  this  Coun- 
try, that  fince  it  occurs  to  my  Memory, 
I  cannot  begin  this  Paper  better  than  by  quoting  it  to 
You,  and  making  a  fhort  Commentary  on  it.  *  Opi- 
nionum  Commenta  delet  Dies,  Naturae  Judicia  conjir- 
mat.  Groundlefs  Opinions  are  deftro^d,  but  rational 
Judgments,  or  the  Judgments  of  Nature,  are  confirmed 
by  Time.  It  is  Baftus,  who  makes  this  Obfervation 
very  properly,  when  He  is  about  to  prove  the  Exi- 
ftence  of  a  fupreme  Being.  The  fame  Obfervation 
might  have  been  employed  as  properly,  on  other  Oc-  • 
cafions,  againft  Balbui  himfelf  ;  and  the  Truth  of  it 
might  have  been  exemplify  'd,  by  comparing  the  Para- 
doxes and  fuperftitious  Opinions  of  his  own  Seft,  as 
well  as  the  Tales  of  an  Hippocentaur,  or  a  Cbim<era, 
with  the  eternal  Truths  of  genuine  Thcifm,  and  found 
Philofophy.  In  fhort,  the  Application  of  it  might 
have  been  juftly  made  then,  and  may  be  fo  now  in 
numberlefs  Inftances,  taken  from  the  moil  important 
Subjcds,  on  which  the  Thoughts  of  Men  are  excr- 
cifed,  or  in  which  theii  Interefts,  as  Men  and  Mem- 
bers of  Society,  are  coucern'd. 

The 

*  L.  2.  de  Nat.  Dear. 


N^  385.    The  C  R  A  F  T  s  M  A  N.          33 

The  Authority  of  a  Sefl,  and  much  more  ofzSfatf, 
is  able  to  infpirc,  and  Habit  to  confirm  the  moft  eib- 
fiird  Opinions.  Paffion,  or  Tntereft,  can  create  Zeal. 
"But  nothing  can  give  Stability  and  durable  Uniformity 
to  Error.  Indolence,  or  Ignorance,  may  keep  it  float- 
ing, as  it  were,  on  the  Surface  of  the  Mind,  and  fbme- 
times  hinder  Truth  from  penetrating ;  or  Force  may 
maintain  it  in  Profeflion,  when  the  Mind  aflents  to  it 
no  longer.  But  [neb  Opinions,  li':e  human  Bodies, 
tend  to  their  DifTolution  from  their  Birth.  They  will 
he  foon  rejected  in  Tbeary,  where  Men  can  think,  and 
in  Praftice,  where  Men" can  aft  with  Freedom.  They 
maintain  themfelves  no  longer,  than  the  feme  Means  of 
Seduclion,  which  firft  introduced  them,  or  the  fame 
Circumftancc?,  which  firft  impofed  them,  attend  and 
continue  to  fupport  them.  Men  are  dragg'd  into  them, 
and  held  down  in  them,  by  Chains  of  Circumftances. 
Break  but  thefe  Chains,  and  the  Mind  returns  with  a 
Kind  of  intellectual  Elafticity  to  its  proper  Objeft, 
Trutb.  This  natural  Motion  is  fb  ftrong,  that  Exam- 
ples n:>ht  be  cited  of  Men  embracing  Truth  ir.Praftice, 
before  They  were  convinced  of  it  in  Tbeury.  There 
are  Cafe?,  where  Reajon,  freed  from  Conftraint,  or 
rouzed  by  Neceffity,  afts  in  fome  Sort  the  Part  of  In- 
Jiinft.  We  are  impell'd  by  one,  before  We  have  Time 
to  form  an  Opinion.  We  are  often  determined  by  the 
other,  again  ft  our  Opinion ;  That  is,  before  We  can  be 
laid  properly  to  have  changed  it.  But  obferve  here 
the  Pcrverfenefs  of  that  rational  Creature,  Man.  When 
This  happens ;  when  the  Judgment  of  Nature,  for  fb 
We  may  fpeak  after  Tulh,  hath  prevail'd  againft  the 
habitual  Prejudice  of  Opinion,  inftead  of  acknowledg- 
ing the  viftorious  Truth,  which  determined  Him  to 
aft,  inftead  of  condemning  the  erroneous  Opinion,  a- 
gainft  which  He  afted,  He  is  too  often  apt  to  endea- 
vour, pievifhly  and  pedantically,  to  reconcile  his  A8i- 
or.s  to  his  Error  ;  najr,  to  perfiil  in  renouncing  true, 

and 
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and  averting  fdfe  Maxims,  whilfi    He  reaps  the  Be- 
nefit, and  maintains  the  Confequenco  of  the  former. 

You  fee  whither  We  are  brought  by  thefe  general 
Reflexions.  The  abfuid  Opinions,  (£&.#  et  varue 
our  Roman  Orator  would  have  call'd  them;  about  the 
Rigkt,  Power  and  Prerogative  of  Kingi,  were  fo  little 
able  to  take  a  deep  Root,  and  to  ftand  the  Blalts  of  Op- 
pofitiot ,  that  Few  otTbcfe,  who  drew  their  Swords  on 
the  Side  of  King  Charles  the  ill,  were  determined  to 
it  by  them.  I  affert  this  Facl  on  cofemporary  Autho- 
rity ;  on  the  Authority  even  of  St/we,  who  wereThem- 
felves  engaged  in  that  Cauj'e  from  the  Beginning  to  the 
End  of  our  civil  Wars.  A  more  recent  Tradition  ai- 
fures  us,  that  when  the  fame  Opinions  revived  at  the 
Refloraticn,  they  did  not  fink  deep  even  then  into  the 
Minds  of  Men,  but  floated  fo  fupcrficially  there,  that 
the  Parliament  ( the  very  Parliament,  who  had  autho- 
rised them  and  impofed  them,  as  I  obferved  in  the 
laft  Paper)  proceeded  a  great  Way.  and  was  ready  to 
have  proceeded  farther,  in  direct  Oppofition  to  them. 
A  Tradition  ftill  more  recent  will  inform  us,  and  That 
is;  to  be  the  Subject  of  this  Paper,  that  when  thefe 
Opinions  revived  again,  at  the  latter  End  of  the  fame 
Reign,  with  an  Appearance  of  greater  Strength,  and  a 
raore  national  Concurrence  than  ever,  they  revived 
but  to  be  more  effeclually  exploded  than  ever.  King 
Charles  made  Ufe  of  them  to  check  the  Ferment  railed 
againft  his  Government ;  but  did  not  fecm  to  expefl 
that  they  fliould  fubfiil  long 'in  Force.  His  wifer  Br«- 
tber  depended  much  on  them  j  but  his  Dependance 
was  vain.  They  were,  at  that  Time,  wearing  out  a- 
pace  ;  and  they  wore  out  the  fafter  by  the  extravagant 
Ufe,  which  was  made  of  them.  They  were  in  the 
Mouths  of  many,  but  in  the  Hearts  of  few  ;  for  al- 
moft  allThofe,  who  had  them  in  their  Mouths,  afted 
againft  them.  Thus  were  thefe  wicked  and  ridiculous 
Principle  of  Government  twice  revived,  and  twice  de- 

ftroy'd 
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ftroy'd  again,  in  lefs  than  thirty  Years  from  the  Re- 
jioration. 

Ter  Jt  refurgat  Murus  abeneus, 
•  Ter  per  eat! 

The  fecond  Revival  of  tbefe  Principles,  for  enough 
hath  been  laid  of  the  firjl,  happen'd  foon  after  the  Dif- 
folution  of  the  long  Parliament ;  and  there,  I  think, 
We  muft  place  the  Birth  of  WHIG  and  TORY,  though 
tbffe  Parties  did  not  grow  up  into  full  Maturity,  nor 
receive  their  Names,  till  about  two  Years  afterwards. 
The  Diflblution  of  this  Parliament  was  defired  by 
Men  of  vefy  different  Complexions ;  by  Some,  with 
factious  Views ;  by  Others,  on  this  honeft  and  true 
Maxim,  that  a  STANDING  PARLIAMENT,  or  the 
SAME  PARLIAMENT  LONG  CONTINUED,  changes 
the  very  Nature  of  our  Conflitution  in  the  fundamental 
Article,  en  which  the  Prefervation  of  cur  whole  Liberty 
depends.  But  whatever  Motives  others  might  have  to 
defire  this  Diffolution,  the  Motives,  which  prevail'd  on 
the  King,  were  probably  thefe.  This  Parliament  not 
only  grew  more  referved  in  their  Grants  of  Money,  and 
ftiff  and  inflexible  in  other  Matters  ;  but  feem'd  to 
have  loft  that  perlbnal  Regard,  which  They  had  hi- 
therto prclcrved  for  Him.  They  brought  their  Attacks 
home  to  his  Family ;  nay,  to  Himfelf,  in  the  Heats, 
which  the  Difcovery  and  Profecution  of  the  Popijb 
Plot  occafion'd.  That  on  the  Queen  provoked  Him. 
That  on  his  Brother  embarraCs'd  Him.  But  That, 
which  provoked  and  embarrafs'd  Him  both,  was  the 
Proiecution  of  the  Earl  of  Dandy  in  the  Manner,  in 
which  it  was  carry'd  on.  I  will  not  defcend  into  the 
Particulars  of  an  Afiair,  at  this  Time,  fo  well  under- 
ftood.  This  Minifter  was  turn'd  out,  and  might  have 
been  punifh'd,  in  another  Manner,  much  more  ieverely 
than  I  prefume  any  one,  who  knows  the  AnecJal.es  of 
that  Age,  thinks  that  He  deferred  to  be.  But  the  In- 
tention of  this  Attack,  according  to  Rapin,  was  to  (hew 
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tbat  the  King,  as  well  as  bis  Brother,  was  at  the  Head 
of  a  Confpiracy  to  deftroy  the  Government,  and  the  Pro- 
teftant  Religion.  This  is  a  very  bold  Aflertion,  and 
fuch  a  one  as  I  do  not  pretend  to  warrant.  But  thus 
much  is  certain  ;  that  if  the  Earl  of  Danby's  Impeach- 
ment had  been  try'd,  He  muft  have  jutiity'd  Himfelf 
by  fhewing,  what  every  one  knew  to  be  true,  that  the 
fecret  Negotiations  with  France,  and  particularly  That 
for  Money,  were  the  King's  Negotiations,  not  his. 

Now,  whether  the  King  hoped,  by  diflblving  the 
Parliament,  to  ftop  this  Profecutien  ;  or  to  foften  That 
of  the  Popifi  Plot ;  or  to  defeat  the  Project  of  excluding 
the  Duke  of  Turk;  his  Hopes  were  all  difappointed. 
The  following  Parliaments  trod  in  the  Steps  of  Thi?. 
How,  indeed,  could  They  do  otherwife  in  thofe  Days, 
when  the  Temper  of  the  People  determined  the  Cha- 
racter of  the  Parliament ;  when  an  Influence  on  Elefti- 
cns,  by  Prerogative,  was  long  iince  over,  and  private, 
indirect  Means  of  gaining  another  more  illegal  hfuence, 
were  not  yet  found,  or  the  ncceflary  Supports  of  fuch 
Means  were  not  yet  acquired  ;  when  any  Man,  who 
had  defired  People,  who  knew  neither  his  Fortune,  his 
Character,  nor  even  his  Peribn,  to  chufe  Him  their 
•Refrtfentative  in  Parliament,  (That  is,  to  appoint  Him 
tbtir  Truftce)  would  have  been  look'd  upon  and  treat- 
ed as  a  Madman  ;  in  ihort,  when  a  Parliament,  ailing 
againlt  the  declared  'Senfe  cf  the  Nation,  would  have 
appear'd  as  furprizing  a  Phenomenon  in  the  moral 
World,  as  a  retrograde  Motion  of  the  Sun,  or  any  other 
fignal  Deviation  of  Things  from  their  ordinary  Courfe., 
in  the  natural  World. 

There  was  indeed  one  Point,  which  this  Parliament 
had  taken  extremely  to  Heart,  and  which  was  no  longer 
open  to  the  Parliament?  thar  follow 'd;  I  mean  the 
CcnduR  of  the  King  in  foreign  'Affairs,  during  the 
War  between  France,  and  Holland  and  her  Allit), 
-which  ended  by  the  Treaty  of  Nimigucn.  That  W«<r 
was  not  made  in  remote  Conntiies.  It  was  made  at 
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our  Door.  The  Motives  to  it,  on  the  Part  of  the  Ag- 
grejfcr,  were  neither  Injuries  received,  nor  Rights  in- 
vaded ;  but  a  Spirit  of  Conqueft,  and  barefaced  Ufur- 
padon.  The  Intereft  We  had  in  it  was  not  fuch  as 
depended  on  a  long  Chain  of  Contingencies,  and  required 
much  Subtlety  to  find  out,  but  plain  and  immediate. 
The  Security  and,  at  one  Time,  the  very  Exiftence  of 
the  Dutch  Commonwealth  depended  on  the  Event  of  it, 
No  Wonder  then,  if  the  Conduct  of  the  King,  who 
join'd  openly  with  France  at  firft,  and  ferved  Her  pri- 
vately to  better  Put  pole  at  laft,  furnim'd  ample  Matter 
to  the  publick  Dilcontent,  and  help'd  to  increafe  the 
ill  Humours  of  fucceeding  Parliaments  on  tW9  other 
Point',  which  were  ftill  open,  and  continued  to  draw 
their  whole  Attention,  as  long  as  King  Charles  fuffer'd 
any  to  fit,  during  the  reil  of  his  Reign. 

Tbefe  izoo  Prints  were  the  Profecution  of  Perfbn?,  in- 
volved in  the  Ptyijb  Plot,  ^and  the  Exclufion  of  the 
Duke  of  York.  The  frft  of  Thefe  had  prepared  Man- 
kind for  the  fecmd.  The  Truth  is,  that  if  nothing, 
which  affected  the  Duke,  had  been  produced,  befides 
Colemaii's  Letters,  theie  Proofs  of  his  Endeavouis  to 
iubvert  the  Religion  and  Liberty  of  the  People  He  pre- 
tended to  govern,  join'd  to  fo  many  others  of  publick 
Notoriety,  which  fhev/d  the  whole  Bent  of  his  Soul 
and  the  whole  Scheme  of  his  Policy,  would  have  af- 
forded Reaion  more  than  fufHcient  for  facrificing  the 
Intcrelt,  or  even  the  Right,  (if  You  will  call  it  fo) 
of  one  Man  to  the  Prefervation  of  three  Kingdoms.  I 
know  how  partial  We  are  in  the  Judgment  We  make, 
concerning  ourfeives,  and  our  o\vn  Intereils.  I  know 
that  this  Partnlity  is  the  immediate  Effect  of  Self-Love, 
the  ftrongeft  Spring  in  the  human,  nay  in  the  whole 
animal  Syftem  ;  and  yet  1  cannot  help  being  furprized 
that  a  Man  ihcald  expect  to  be  trailed  with  a.  Crown, 
becaufc  He  is  born  a  Prince,  in  a  Country  where  He 
could  not  be  trailed  by  Law,  and  ought  not  to  be 
truikd  in  Reafon,  with  a  Ccnjinllis  Staff",  if  He  was 
VOL.  XII.  D  born 
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born  a  private  Perfon.  Let  me  add,  that  fuch  an  Ex- 
pectation muft  be  deem'd  more  ur.reafonable  in  a  De- 
lcendant  of  Henry  the  4th  of  France,  if  poflible,.  than 
in  any  other  Man.  The  hereditary  Title  of  the  Houfe 
of  Bourbon,  on  the  Extinction  of  That  of  Valeis,  was 
certainly  as  clear,  and  much  better  eftablim'd  by  the 
Laws  and  Ufages  of  France,  than  the  hereditary  Right 
of  any  Prince  of  the  Houfe  of  Stuart  to  the  Crown  of 
England ;  and  yet  Henry  the  4th,  with  all  the  perfonal 
Qualifications,  which  could  recomn'enJ  a  Prince  to 
the  Eftecm  and  Love  of  his  Subjefb,  uould  never  have 
been  received  into  the  Throne  by  the  French  Nation,  if 
He  had  not  been  of  the  Religion  of  that  Nation.  On 
what  Foundation  then  could  it  be  expecled  that  a  Pro- 
teftant  and  a  free  People  fhould  be  lefs  animated  by 
Religion  and  Liberty  both,  than  their  Neighbours  had 
been  by  Religion  alone  ;  for  Liberty  had  nothing  to  do 
in  that  Contert  ?  Our  Fathers  were  thus  animated  at 
the  Time  J  am  fpeaking  of.  The  long  Parliament  pro- 
jected the  Exclujion  ;  and  if  the  Defign  had  been  car- 
ry'd  on,  in  the  Spirit  of  a  Country  Party,  it  would 
probably  have  been  carry  *d  on  with  a  national  Concur- 
rence, and  would  conlequently  have  fucceeded  in  Ef- 
fefl,  though  not  perhaps  at  once,  nor  in  die  veiy  Form 
at  firft  propofcd. 

The  violent  and  fanguinary  Profccution  of  the  Pc- 
fijb  Plot  was  intended,  no  Doubt,  to  make  the  Succcfs 
of  the  Exdufton  more  fecure,  by  raifing  the  Paflions  of 
Men  ib  high,  that  no  Expedient  but  an  abjllutc  and 
immediate  Excluf.on,  in  the  Terms  of  the  Bill,  fhould 
he  thought  fufikient.  I  cannot  help  faying,  on  this 
Occafion,  that  I  vvifh  this  laudable  and  juit  Defign 
had  not  been  purfucd,  by  wading  tluough  the  Blood 
of  fo  many  Wen  ;  Enemies  to  our  'Religion  and  Li- 
berty indeed  ;  but  convicted,  for  flc  moft  Part,  on 
Evidence,  \\hich  could  haidly  have  pafs'd  at  any  other 
Time.  I  wifli  tf/c  had  done  nothing,  which  might 
be  interpreted  to  the  Diticpiue  of  cur  IWK  Religion, 

whim 

mod 


N°  385.    The  C  R  A  F  T  s  M  A  N.          39 

whilft  We  attempted  to  profcribe  theirs.  In  fine,  I 
wi/h,  for  the  Honour  of  my  Country,  that  the  Profe- 
cutions,  on  Account  of  this  Plot,  and  much  more  on 
Account  of  another,  which  was  fet  up  as  a  Kind  of 
Retaliation  for  This,  and  which  caufed  fome  of  the 
nook-it,  as  well  as  fome  of  the  mcaneft  Blood  in  the 
Nation  to  be  fpilt,  coald  be  crazed  out  of  the  Records 
of  Hiftory.  But  there  is  ftili  a  farther  Reaibn  to  wifli 
that  greater  Temper  had  beenjoin'd,  at  this  Time,  to 
the  fame  Zeal  for  Religion  and  Liberty.  Men  were 
made  to  believe  that  the  King,  who  had  yielded  on  fo 
many  ether  Ocfajions,  would  yield  on  fbis  ;  that  He, 
who  had  given  up  fo  many  Minifters,  would  give  up 
his  Brctber  at  lail  ;  and  that  if  the  Parliament  would 
accept  nothing  lefs  than  the  Exc!ujion,.m  their  own 
Way,  it  would  be  extorted  from  Him.  Now  in  This 
They  were  fatally  deceived  ;  and  I  muft  continue'  to 
fuipecl,  till  I  meet  with  better  Reafbns  than  I  have  yet 
found  to  the  contrary,  that  They  were  fo  deceived  by 
the  In'rigues  of  tzoo  very  oppofite  Cabals ;  by  the  Duke 
ofl'orJPs,  who  were  averie  to  all  Exclujions,  whether 
abfolute,  or  limited,  but  moft  to  the  loft',  and  by  the 
Duke  of  Monmoutb's,  who  could  not  find  their  Ac- 
count in  any  but  an  abfolute  ExcluJioH ;  nor  in  This 
neither,  unlefs  the  Bill  pafs'd  without  any  Mention  of 
the  Dukis  Daughters,  as  next  in  Succeffion ;  to  which, 
as  Bifliop  Burnet  tells  u?,  the  Prince  of  Orange  was  wil- 
ling to  comply,  on  the  Faith  of  AfTurances  He  had 
received  from  hence  ;  a  Faft,  which  the  Bijhop  might 
know,  and  We  m.iy  therefore  take  on  his"  Word,  as 
extraordinary  as  it  leems.  I  would  only  obferve  that 
King  William,  then  Prince  ofOrangt,  could  have  no 
Reaibn  for  con 'en  ting  that  his  WlfJs  P  re  ten/tons  to  the 
Crown  mould  not  be  confirmed  by  an  Aft,  which  ex- 
cluded her  Father,  except  one  ;  and  That  was  the 
Neceffity,  real,  or  apparent,  of  uniting  different  pri- 
vate Intereils  in  the  publick  Meafure  of  excluding  the 
Duke  of  York.  Now,  if  This  was  his  Reaibn,  the  lame. 
D  2  Reafon 
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Reafon  proves,  what  fliall  be  farther  confirm'd  in  the 
next  Paper,  that  a  Spirit  of  Faff  ten  ran  through  the 
Proceedings  of  Thofe,  who  promoted  the  "Bill  of  Ex* 
elufion  ;  and  when  Faff  ion  was  oppofed  to  Faftion,  there 
i«  no  Room  to  wonder,  if  That  of  the  Court  prevail'd. 
The  King,  who  had  not  ufed  to  fliew  Firmnefs,  on 
ttber  Occajioni,  was  firm  on  This ;  and  the  Confequenc<r 
of  pu filing  the  Exc/ujton,  in  this  Manner,  was  giving 
Him  an  Opportunity  of  breaking  the  Country  Party  ; 
of  dividing  the  Nation  into  Whig  and^  Tory  ;  of  go- 
verning Himfclf,  without  Parliaments ;  and  leaving 
the  Throne  open  to  his  Brother,  not  only  without  Li- 
mitations, or  Conditions,  but  with  a  more  abiblute 
Power  eftablifh'd,  than  any  Prince  of  his  Family  had 
enjoy 'd. 

As  fooa  as  the  Court  had  got,  by  Management,  a 
plaufible  Pretence  of  objecting  a  Spirit  of  Faftion  to 
Thofe  in  the  Oppo/itlon,  the  Strength  of  the  Opfofition 
was  broken,  becaufc  the  national  Union  was  diflblvcd. 
A  Country  Party  mud  be  authorized  by  the  Voice  tf 
the  Country.  It  mud  be  form'd  on  Principles  of  com* 
mon  Intereft.  It  cannot  be  united  and  maintain'd  on 
the  particular  Prejudices,  any  more  than  it  can,  cr 
ought  to  be,  directed  to  the  particular  Interefts  of  any 
Set  of  Men  wbatfoever.  A  Party,  thus  conftituted,  is 
improperly  call'd  a  Party.  It  is  the  Nation,  fpcaking 
and  afting' in  the  Difcourfe  and  Conduct  of  particular 
Mfti.  It  will  prevail  in  all  Struggle?,  'boner  or  later, 
as  long  as  our  Co/iftitut'wn  fubfilts  ;  and  nothing  is  more 
eafy  to  demonltrate  than  This  ;  that  whenever  fucb  a 
Party  finds  it  difficult  to  prevail,  our  Cenjlitution  is  in 
Danger  j  and  when  They  find  it  impoffible,  our  Con- 
Jlitution  mull,  in  Faft,  be  alterM.  On  the  other 
Hand,  whenever  the  Prejudices  and  Interefts  of  parti* 
(ulur  Sets  ofMfn  prevail,  the  Eflence  of  a  Country  Par* 
tj  is  annihilated,  and  the  very  Appearance  of  it  will 
foon  be  loll.  Every  Man  will  relbrt,  in  this  Cafe,  to 
thai:  Standard,  under  which.  He  lutb.  been  rruirflull'd 

in 
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in  former  Divifions  ;  to  which  his  Inclinations  lead 
Him  ;  or  which,  though  He  does  notintirely  approve, 
yet  He  difapproves  the  leaft. 

Such  a  Diflblution  of  a  Country  Party  was  brought 
about  at  the  Period,  to  which  We  are  now  come  in  our 
Deduction  of  Parties,  by  the  Paffions,  the  publick 
Pique,  and  private  Intereft  of  particular  Men,  and  by 
the  wily  Intrigues  of  the  Court.  The  Diflblution  of 
this  Party,  and  the  new  Divifion  of  the  Nation  into 
Whig  and  Tory,  brought  us  into  extreme  Danger.  This 
extreme  Danger  re-united  the  Nation  again,  and  a 
Coalition  of  Parties  Hived  the  whole.  Such  an  Expe- 
rience might  have  fhew'dThem,  that  how  oppofite  fo- 
ever  their  Profijfiom  were,  yet  They  really  difler'd 
more  on  negative  than  on  pofitive  Principles ;  that 
They  law  one  another  in  a  falfe  Light,  for  the  moft 
Part,  and  fought  with  Phantoms,  conjured  up  to  main- 
tain their  Divijions,  rather  than  with  real  Beings.  Ex- 
perience had  not  this  happy  Effeft  foon.  The  Swell  of 
the  Sea  continued  long,  after  the  Storm  was  over  ;  and 
We  have  feen  thefe  Parties  kick  and  cuff,  like  drunken 
Men,  vvhen  They  were  both  of  the  fame  Side. — Let  us 
hope  that  this  Scene  of  tragical  Folly  is  over,  to  the 
Difappointment  of  Thoje,  xvho  are  confcious  of  paj?  Ini- 
quity, or  who  meditate  future  Mifchief.  There  are  no 
others,  who  vvilh  and  endeavour  to  prolong  it. 

O. 

/  am,  SIR,  &f. 
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The  fame  Subjeft  continued. 

To    CALEB    D'ANVERS,    Efo 
SIR, 

JOTHING  is  more  ufeful,  nothing 
more  neceflary,  in  the  Conduft  of  pub- 
lick  Aftairs,  than  a  juft  Difcernment  of 
Spirits.  I  mean  here,  not  only  that  na- 
tural, private  Sagacity,  which  is  conver- 
fant  about  Individuals,  and  enables  fome 
Men  to  pry,  as  it  were,  into  the  Heads  and  Hearts  of 
pthers,  and  to  difcover  within  Them  thofe  latent  Prin- 
ciples, which  conilitute  their  true  Characters,  and  are 
often  difguifed  in  outward  Adlionf  but  I  mean  prin- 
cipally that  acquired,  publick,  political  Sagacity,  which 
is  of  the  {a  me  Kind,  though  I  think  not  altogether 
the  fame  Thing,  as  the  former  ;  which  flows  from 
Nature  too,  but  requires  more  to  be  aiUAed  by  Ex- 
perience, and  form'd  by  Art.  This  is  that  fuperior 
Talent  of  Mini/ten  cf  State,  which  is  fo  rarely  found 
in  Thofe  of  other  Countries,  and  which  abounds  fo- 
happily  at  prefent  in  Thofe  of  Great  Britain.  It  is 
by  This,  that  They  difcover  the  moil  fecret  Difpofi- 
tions  of  other  Caurti  ;  and,  difcovering  thofe  Difpofi- 
tions,  prevent  their  Defign?,  or  never  fuffer  Them- 
felves  to  be  furpiized  by  them.  It  is  by  This,  that 
They  watch  over  the  publick  Tranquility  at  borne; 
forcke  what  Etfeft  every  Evept,  that  happens,  and 
much  more  every  Step  They  make  Themfelves,  will 
have  on  the  Sentiments  and  Paflions  of  Mankind.  This 
Part  of  human  Wifdom  is  therefore  every  where  of 
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Ufe ;  but  Is  of  indiipenfable  Neceffity  in  free  Coun- 
tries, where  a  greater  Regard  is  to  be  conihmly  had 
to  the  various  Fluctuations  of  Parties ;  to  the  Tem- 
per, Humour,  Opinion  and  Prejudices  of  the  People. 
Without  fueh  a  Regard  as  This,  thofe  Combinations 
of  peculiar  Circumftance?,  which  We  commonly  call 
Conjr/nflures,  can  never  be  improved  to  the  beft  Ad- 
vantage, by  afting  in  Conformity,  and  in  Proportion 
to  them  ;  and  without  improving  Jueb  Conjunctures  to 
the  bell  Advantage,  it  is  impoffible  to  atchieve  any 
Undertaking ;  or  even  to  conduct  Affairs  fuccefsfully, 
in  their  ordinary  Courfe. 

A  Want  of  this  juft  Difcernment  of  Spirits,  if  I  am 
not  extremely  miftaken,  defeated  the  Defigns  of  Thofe, 
who  profecuted  with  fo  much  Vigour  the  Popijb  Plot, 
and  the  Exclufion  of  the  Duke  of  York.  Several  of 
Them  were  Men  of  very  great  Abilities;  and  yet  We 
lhall  have  no  Reafon  to  be  furprized  that  They  fail'd 
m  this  Point,  if  We  reflect  how  unfit  even  the  greateft 
Genius  is  to  difcern  the  Spirit  of  others,  when  He  hath 
once  overheated  bis  own.  All  Men  are  fallible ;  but 
here  Iks  the  Difference.  Some  Men,  fuch  as  I  have 
juil  mention'd,  crofs'd  by  Difficulties,  prefb'd  by  Exi- 
gencies, tranfported  by  their  own  Paffions,  or  by  the 
Paffions  of  Thofe,  who  fight  under  their  Banner,  may 
now  and  then  deviate  into  Error,  and  into  Error  of 
long  and  fataV  Confequence.  But  there  ziejome  Meit, 
fuch  as  I  fliall  not  mention  upon  this  Occasion,  ( bc- 
caufe  I  referve  Them  for  another  and  a  better  )  who 
never  deviate  into  the  Road  of  good  Senfe  ;  who,  crofs'd 
by  no  Difficulties,  prela'd  by  no  Exigencies,  meeting 
fcarce  Oppoiuion  enough  to  excite  their  Induftry,  and 
guiding  a  tame,  well-tutor'd  Flock,  that  follow  their 
Be il-v: eatber  obitinately,  but  never  tread  en  his  Heels ; 
there  are  Men,  I  lay,  whole  fpecial  Privilege  it  is  to 
proceed  with  all  theie  Advantages,  deliberately  and 
iuperciiioufly,  from  Blunder  to  Blunder,  from  Year  to 
Year,  in  oae  perpetual  Maze  of  confuted,  incoherent, 
inconfiilent,  unmeaning  Schemes  of  Bufmefe. 

But 
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But  having  nothing  to  do  with  the  Men  of  this 
Char  a  tier  at  prefent,  I  return  to  Thofe  of  the  former 
C/afs ;  to  the  Men,  who  led  the  Whig-Party,  at  its 
£r ft  Appearance,  in  the  Time  of  King  Charles  the 
lid.  The  Foundation,  upon  which  They  built  all  their 
Hopes  of  Succefs,  was  This  ;  that  They  fhould  frighten 
and  force  the  King  into  a  Complyance  with  Them ; 
but  They  did  not  enough  confider  that  the  Methods 
They  took  were  equally  proper  to  frighten  and  force  a 
great  Fait  of  the  Nation  from  Them,  by  Reafon  of 
the  particular  Circumftances  of  that  Time.  They  did 
not  enough  confider  that  when  They  began  to  put 
their  Defigns  in  Execution,  fcarce  twenty  Years  had 
pafs'd  from  the  defloration  ;  and  that  the  higheft  Prin- 
ciples, in  Favour  of  the  Church  and  the  Monarchy, 
had  prevail'd  almoft  univerfally,  during  one  half  of  that 
Time,  and  very  generally,  during  the  other  half;  that 
They  had  the  accidental  Paffions  of  the  People  for 
Them,  but  the  fettled  Habits  of  Thinking  againft  Them ; 
that  They  were  going  off  from  a  broad  to  a  narrow  Bot- 
tom, from  the  Nation  to  a  Part  of  the  Nation  ;  and 
This  at  a  Time,  when  They  wanted  a  more  than  ordi- 
nary Concurrence  of  the  whole  Body.  They  did  not 
enough  confider  that  They  were  changing  the  very 
Nature  of  their  Party,  and  giving  an  Opportunity  to 
the  Court,  which  was  then  become,  in  the  ftricr.  Senfc 
of  the  Word,  a  Faff  ion,  to  grow  up  into  a  Party  a- 
gain,  and  fuch  a  Party  as  would  divide,  at  leaft,  the 
People  with  Them,  upon  Principles  plaufible  in  thofe 
Days,  and  fufficient  to  raiie  a  Spirit,  capable  to  dif- 
appoint  all  their  Endeavours. 

The  fame  Refentments  and  Prejudices,  the  fame 
Jealoufies  and  Fears,  which  burft  out  with  Violence, 
upon  many  Occafions,  a  few  Years  before,  lay  ftill  in 
the  Hearts  of  Men  ;  latent  and  quiet,  indeed,  and 
wearing  out  by  Degrees ;  but  yet  eafy  to  be  revived, 
and  to  be  blown  up  anew.  If  We  compare  the  Con- 
duft  of  the  long  Parliament  in  1674  and  1675  with 

the 
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the  Attempts,  which  had  been  lately  made,  during 
the  Administration  of  the  Cobalt  with  the  Secret  of 
l\itfecond  Dutch  War,  and  many  other  Defigns  and 
Practices  of  the  Court,  which  were  then  come  lately 
and  very  authentically  to  Light ;  with  tiie  State  of 
Scotland,  which  was  then  fuhdued  under  a  real  Ty- 
ranny j  and  with  That  of  Ireland,  where,  to  fay  no 
more,  the  Aft  of  Settlement  was  but  ill  obferved ;  if 
We  make  this  Comparifon,  it  will  not  yet  appear 
that  the  Proceedings  of  the  Hottfe  of  Commons  were  im- 
moderate, though  they  were  warm,  nor  factious,  tho* 
they  were  vigorous,  nor  that  any  Danger  could  be 
then  reasonably  apprehended  from  them,  except  to  the 
Enemies  of  the  Conftitution  in  Church  and  State;  and 
yet  even  then  the  old  Refentmertte,  Prejudices,  Jea- 
loufies  and  Fears  began  to  revive ;  and  an  Apprehen^ 
fion  of  falling  back  under  the  Influence  of  Presbyte- 
rian and  Republican  Principles  began  to  mew  itfelfin 
the  Houfe  ofLordi,  and  in  the  Nation.  It  is  true  that 
This  had  no  immediate  Confequence;  becauie  the  Po- 
pijh  Plot  broke  out  foon  afterwards  like  a  mighty 
FUir.c,  in  which  thele  little  Fires,  that  began  to  burn 
anew,  were  loft.  This  great  Event  made  the  Ckurtb 
and  the  Dffintfrs  continue  to  run  into  one,  as  They 
hid  begun  to  do  before  ;  and  the  fo!e  Divifion  of  Par- 
ties  was  That  of  the  Csurt  and  the  Country,  as  long 
as  this  Parliament  lafled.  But  ftill  it  was  evident  with 
how  delicate  an  Hand  every  Thing,  that  related  to 
our  former  Disputes,  required  to  be  touch'd.  It  was 
evident  that  the  lealt  Alarm  given  to  the  Church,  or  to 
Tho.e,  who  valued  Themfelves  on  the  Principles  of 
Lenity  then  in  FaQiion,  would  be  fufficient  to  open 
thofc  Wounds,  which  were  jult  skinn'd  over,  and  to 
raite  tw1)  new  Parties,  out  of  the  Alhes  of  the  old. 

Theft  Part  ifs  were  not  raifcd,  w  nil  ft  the  long  Par- 
liament fate  ;  becaufc  a  general  Opinion  prcvail'd,  and 
v.'cii  enough  founded  on  their  precedent  Conduct,  dint 
however  angry  the  King  might  be  vvitii  the  Pariia- 
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ment,  or  the  Parliament  with  the  King,  a  few  popular 
Steps  made  on  one  Side,  and  a  little  Money  granted 
on  the  ether,  would  foften  Matters  between  Them, 
and  difpofe  Them  to  forget  all  former  Quarrels.  As 
hot  therefore  as  the  Parliament  grew,  and  as  much  as 
fome  People  might  think  that  They  exceeded  their 
Bounds ;  yet  Hill  it  was  difficult  to  perfuade  even  thefe 
People  that  a  Parliament,  like  This,  would  pum 
Things  to  the  laft  Extremity  ;  dellroy  the  Conftitution 
They  had  fettled  and  fuppo'rted  with  fo  much  Zeal  ; 
or  draw  the  Sword  againft  a  Prince,  to  whom  They 
had  borne  fb  much  Affection.  But  in  the  Parliaments, 
which  follow 'd,  the  Cafe  was  not  the  fame;  and  I 
will  ftate  as  fhortly  as  I  can,  upon  Authorities,  which 
no  Man  likely  to  contradict  Me  muft  refufe,  what 
made  the  Difference.  Thefe  Authorities  (hall  be  That 
ofBurnet,  and  That  of  R/ipin ;  whom  I  quote,  on  this 
Occafion,  for  the  fame  Reafon  as  I  would  quote  my 
Lord  Clarendon  againft  King  Charles  the  ift,  or  Lud- 
low  for  Him. 

In  the  Year  1676,  before  We  have  Grounds  fuffi- 
cient  to  affirm  that  the  Defign  of  [  a  ]  excluding  the 
Duke  of  fork  was  form'd,  but  not  before  We  have 
Reafon  to  fufpeft  that  it  might  be  in  the  Thoughts 
offeveral,  Thofe,  who  flood  foremoft  in  the  Oppo- 
fition  to  the  Court,  were  very  induftrious  to  procure 
a  Diflblution  of  the  long  Parliament ;  fo  indullrious, 
that  They  [  b  ]  negotiated  the  Afrair  with  the  Duke, 
who  had  concurr'd  in  a  Vote  for  an  Addrefs  to  diflolve 
it;  and  They  undertook,  [c  ]  that  a  new  Parliament 
jbould  be  more  incline  able  to  grant  the  Pa  pi  Its  a  To- 
leration, than  TJjey  would  ever  find  Thij  wou la  prove. 
The  Papijh  were  in  Earneft  for  this  Meaiure  ;  fince 
Coleman  drew  a  Declaration  for  .juftifyn?  it,  and  fince 
their  Defign  in  it  was  to  divide  the '  [  d  ]  King  and 

bis 
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bis  People.  It  is  fair  to  conclude  that  the  Proteflants, 
who  had  been  in  it  at  the  Time  I  mention,  upon 
Party  Views,  were  at  leait  as  much  fo,  when  their 
Views  rofe  higher.  This  Parliament  had  pufh'd  a 
ftriil  and  thorough  Examination  into  the  Popijh  Plot, 
with  great  Sincerity  and  Zeal.  Nay,  the  Project  of 
the  Exclujton  had  been  fki  ted ,  though  not  profecu- 
ted,  in  the  lait  Seffion.  May  We  not  take  it  for  grant- 
ed however  that  They,  who  were  now  refolved  to 
carry  the  Exclujton  in  the  Manner,  in  which  They 
foon  attempted  to  carry  it,  and  who  forefaw  by  Con- 
fequence  the  Difficulties,  that  would  be  oppofed  to 
Them,  and  the  ftrong  Meafures  They  mould  be  obli- 
ged to  purfue,  in  order  to  overcome  thefe  Difficul- 
ties ;  I  fay,  might  not  They  think  this  Parliament 
much  leis  proper  than  any  other  to  engage  and  perfilt 
in  fuch  Meafures?  They  thought  thus,  without  doubt; 
and  fo  far  They  judged  better  that  the  King,  who 
came  into  the  Diffblutun,  upon  very  different  Motives. 
But  as  to  the  Confequence  of  engaging  a  new  Parlia- 
ment in  fuch  ftrong  Meafures,  the  Event  fhevv'd  that 
the  King Judged  better  than  They,  in  the  Progrels  of 
this  Affiir. 

The  Diffenters,  who  had  been  long  perfecuted  by 
the  Parliament,  and  banter'd  and  abuled  by  the  Court, 
were  encouraged  by  the  Conjunclure  to  life  up  their 
Heads.  They  took  Advantage  of  the  Horrour  and  In- 
dignation, which  the  Difcovery  of  the  Popijh  Phf, 
and  the  Ufe  made  of  this  Di.covery,  had  railed  all 
over  the  Kingdom.  They  could  not  be  more  zealous 
in  this  Caiife  than  the  Members  of  the  ejlabfiflfd 
Church  had  (hewn  Themfelvei  to  be  ;  but  They  cry'd, 
perhaps,  louder  for  it.  In  rhort,  whatever  their  Ma- 
nagement was,  or  however  They  were  abetted,  certain 
it  is  that  They  were  very  aflive,  and  veiy  fuccefsful 
too,  in  the  Elections  of  the  Parliament,  which  fol- 
low'd  the  long  Parliament,  according  to  Rapin,  who 
aflerts  that  many  of  the  Members,  chofen  into  this 

Houfe 


48         STfo  C  *  A  F  T  s  M  A  N.    N°  386. 

Houfe  of  Commons  were  Presbyterians.  He  might 
have  laid  as  much,  upon  juft  as  good  Ground?,  of  the 
two  Parliaments,  which  follow 'd  This,  and  I  fhall 
fpeak  of  them  indifcriminately.  The  Leaders,  who 
mufter'd  all  their  Force?,  in  order  to  pufh  the  Bill  of 
Exclujion,  look'd  on  this  Turn  in  the  Elections  as  an 
Advantage  to  Them  -,  and  it  might  not  have  been  a 
Difadvantage,  if  They  and  the  Dijfenters  had  impro- 
ved it  with  more  Moderation.  But  They  were  lo  far 
from  doing  fo,  as  Rapin  himfelf  feems  to  o\vn  a  little 
unwillingly,  that  Complaifance for  the  Presbyterians  was 
earned  perhaps  too  far,  in  the  Bill  for  the  Comprcben- 
fion  ofProteJtant  Di/finters.  Bifhop  Burnet  fpcaks  more 
plainly.  He  owns  that  many  began  to  declare  openly  in 
Favour  of  the  Non- Con  form  ifts ;  that  upvn  'This  the 
Non-Conformifts  behaved  TJietnj'ek'es  very  indtcently ; 
that  They  fell  feverely  on  the  Body  of  the  Clergy ;  and 
They  made  the  Bijhcps  and  Clergy  apprehend  that  a  Re- 
bellion, and  with  it  tbe  ptilltttg  the  Church  to  Pieces, 
was  dejign'd.  Several  other  Paflages  of  the  fame 
Strength,  and  to  the  fame  Purpofe,  might  be  collected 
from  this  Hijlorian ;  and  He,  who  reads  them,  will 
not  be  furprized,  I  think,  to  find  that  fuch  Proceed- 
ings as  Thefe,  both  in  Parliament  and  out  of  it,  gave 
an  Alarm  to  the  Clergy,  and  fet  Them  to  make  Paral- 
lels between  the  late  and  tbe  prefent  Times;  and  to  in- 
fufe  the  Fears  and  the  Paffions,  which  agitated  Them, 
into  the  Nation.  The  Bijbop  accufes  Them,  indeed, 
of  doing  This  with  much (indecency.  But  They,  who 
are  frighten'd  out  of  their  Wits,  will  be  apt  to  be  inde- 
cent;  and  Indecency  begets  Indtceitry, 

At  the  fame  Time,  that  thefe  Jcaicufies  of  a  Defign 
to  deftroy  the  Church  prevail*d,  others  prevail'd  like- 
wife  of  a  Defign  to  alter  the  Gtvcnmtnt  of  tbe  State  ; 
of  a  Defign  not  only  againft  the  Suaejfir,  but  againft 
the  PoffeJJor  of  tbe  Crown.  Many  well-meaning  Men, 
fttys  BiJhop  Burr:et  upon  one  Occafion,  began  to  dijltke 
ibeje  Praclices,  and  to  apprehend  that  a  Change  of  Go- 
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rernment  was  defigrfd, The   King  came  to   think 

Himfelf,  fays  the  fame  Author  upon  another  Occafion, 
lev  ell  d -at  chiefly,  though  for  Decency's  Sake  bis  Brother 
tvas  only  named.  Rapin  goes  farther  ;  for,  fpeaking  of 
the  fame  Times,  He  ufes  this  remarkable  Expreffion  ; 
that  Things  feem'd  to  be  taking  the  fame  Courfe  as  in 
the  Year  \  640  ;  and  that  there  was  Reafon  to  think 
that  the  opppfing  Party  had  no  better  Intentions  to- 
wards the  King  new  than  the  Enemies  of  King  Charles 
the  \ft  bad  towards  Him.  But  whatever  fome  parti- 
cular Men,  who  knew  Themfelves  irreconcileable  with 
the  King,  as  well  as  the  Duke,  or  fome  Others,  who 
had  ftill  about  Them  a  Tang  of  religious  Enthufiafm 
and  Republican  Whimfies,  might  intend ;  I  am  far 
from  thinking  that  the  Party,  who  promoted  the  Ex- 
dufisn,  meant  to  deflroy,  on  the  contrary  it  is  plain 
that  They  meant  to  preierve,  by  that  very  Meafure, 
the  Conjlitution  in  Church  and  State.  The  Reafen 
why  I  quote  thefe  Paffages,  and  refer  to  others  of  the 
fame  Kind,  is  not  to  fhew  what  was  really  defign'd, 
but  what  was  apprehended  ;  for  as  the  Diftinftion  of 
Whig  and  Tory  fubfifted  long  after  the  real  Differences 
were  extinguifh'd,  fo  were  thefe  Parties  at  firft  divi- 
ded, not  fo  much  by  Overtafls  committed,  as  by  the 
Afprcher.fions,  which  each  cf  Them  entertain'd  of  the 
Intentions  of  the  O:her.  When  theRefolution  was  once 
taken  of  rejecting  all  Limitations,  on  the  Belief  art- 
fully and,  I  think,  knavifhly  propagated,  that  the 
King  would  yield,  if  the  Parliament  perfifted  ;  the  ne- 
ceffary  Confequences  cf  the  King^s  adhering  inflexi- 
bly to  his  Brother,  were  Tho:e,  Which  follow'd  ; 
thofe  Pulmina  Parliament  aria,  haifli  Votes,  angry  Pro- 
ceedings, Addieffes  that  were  in  Truth  Rcmonftran- 
ces,  Projects  of  Aflbciaiions,  Pretenfions  to  a  Power 
of  DISPENSING  with  the  Execution  cf  Laws  ;  that  very 
Prerogative.  They  hadfojuttly  rcfuicu  (o  the  Cr«ay/, 
and  many  others,  which  1  omit.  All  thefe  would  have 
its  of  \VinJ,  Intti  Tul/nina,  nrj  more,  if  the 
\  OL.  XII.  E  King 
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King  had  yielded ;  and  that  they  were  pufh'd  in  this 
Confidence    by  the.   Bulk  of  the   Party,    who   pufh'd 
them,  cannot  be  doubted  ;  fince  it  cannot  be  doubted 
that  the  Bulk  of  the  Party  depended  on  the   King's 
yielding  almoft,  perhaps,  even  to  the  Jaft.     Some  few 
might  be  willing,   nay  defirous,    that  He  fhould  not 
yield,  and  hope  to  bring  Things  into  a  State  of  Con- 
fufion ;    which  none  but  Madmen,    or  Thofe,  whom 
their  Crimes  or  their  Fortunes  render  defperate,    can 
ever  wifh  to   fee.     But    it  would   be  hard  indeed,  if 
Parties  were  to  be  characterized,  not  by  their  com- 
mon View,  or  the  general  Tenour  of  their  Conduft, 
but  by  the  private  Views  imputed  to  fomc  amongft 
Them,  or  by  the  particular  Sallies,   into  which  Mif- 
take,    Surprize,    or  Paffion,  hath  fometimes  betray'd 
the  beft-imention'd,  and  even  the  beft  conducted  Bodies 
of  Men.  Whig  and  Tory  were  HOW  form'd  into  Par- 
tics  ;  but  I  think  They  were  not  now,  nor  at  any  other 
Time,    what  They   believed  one  another,   nor  what 
They  have  been   reprefented  by    their  Enemies,  nay 
by   their  Friends.     The  Wkigi  were  not  Roundheads, 
though    the    Mcafures  They   purfued,  being   ftronger 
than  the  Temper   of  the  Nation    would  then  bear, 
gave    Occafion  to  the   Sufpicions   I  have  mention'd. 
The  Tories  were  not   Carah'trs,    though  They  took 
the  Alarm  fb  fudden  and  fo  warm  for  the  Church  and 
the  King  ;  and  though  They  carried  the  Principles  in 
Favour  of  the  King,  at  lealt,  whilft  the  Heat  of  their 
Comefts  with   the   oppofte  Party  laited,    higher   than 
they  had  been  ever  carried  before.     The  Whigs  were 
not  Dijfcntcrs,  nor  Rtfu&fiestu,  though  They  favour'd 
the  former,  and   though  feme  inconfiderabJe  Remains 
of  the  latter  might  tird   Shelter  in  their  Party.     The 
Tories  had  no  Difpofition  to  become  SJavet,  or  Papifts, 
though   They   abetted  the  Exerciie  of  an    exorbitant 
Power    by  the  Crc:vn,    and  though  They   fupported 
the  Pretentious  of  a  Pvpifb  SutfcJ/or  to  it.   —  Thus  I 
think  about  die  Partifs,  which,  aroie  in  the  Reign  of 

Charles 
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Curies  the  zd  ;  and  as  I  deliver  my   Thoughts  with 
Frankne'fs,  I  hope  they  will  be  received  with  Candour. 
Some   farther  and  ftronger  Rcafons  for  receiving  them 
fo  may.  perhaps,  appear  in  a  fubfcquent  Paper. 
O.  lam,  SIR,  &c. 
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The  farm  Suljfft  continued. 
To    CALEB   D'ANVERS,    Ejq; 
SIR, 

F  King  Charles  the  zd  could  have 
been  prevail'd  upon  to  iacrif.ce  the  chi- 
merical divine  Right  of  his  Brctlrtr  to 
the  real  Intereft,  and  Right  too,  of 
his  People  ;  that  happy  Event  would 
have  made  Him  ample  Amends  in  fu- 
ture Eafe  and  Quiet,  and  the  Nation  "in  future  Secu- 
rity, for  all  precedent  Diforders,  Dr.ngers,  and  Fears 
of  Danger.  But  inflead  of  This,  He  was  every  Day 
confirm'd  in  the  Refolution  of  not  giving  up,  directly 
and  in  Terms,  that  Right  in  his  Brother,  which  He 
thought  reflected  Strength  on  his  own.  The  very 
Meaiures,  taken  to  force  Him  to  fubmit,  enabled  Him 
to  refift.  The  oppoftte  Spirit  fpent  itfelf  in  Blood  and 
Violence.  The  Spirit  for  Him  role  vifibly  in  the 
Nation ;  and  He  law  very  foon  the  Time  approach, 
when  He  might  venture  to  appeal  to  his  People  again.1 
his  Parliament.  This  Time  was  come,  when  Men 
were  once  convinced  that  a  Country  Party  prevail'd 
no  longer,  but  that  FatYion  had  taken  its  Place.  Many 
Appearances,  which  I  have  not  Room  to  enumerate, 
ferved  to  propagate  this  Opinion  ;  particularly  the  Be-, 
haviour  and  almoft  avow'd  Pretensions  of  the  Duke 
of  Munmoutb ;  which  were  carried  on,  even  in  Defy- 
E  2  ance 
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ance  of  the  folemn  Declaration  made  by  the  King, 
that  He  bad  never  married  the  Duke'/  Blather. 

Some  of  the  worthieft  and  warmeft  Men,  who  were 
engaged  for  the  Exc/ujion,  complain'd  Themfelves,  even 
from  the  firft,  of  the  private  Interefts  and  factious  In- 
trigues, which  prevail'd  amonglt  Them.  /  muft  con- 
fefi  (  fays  a  very  confiderable  Man,  who  laid  down  his 
Life  for  this  Caufe  afterwards,  and  whofe  original 
Letter  is  ftill  extant )  /  muft  confefs,  I  do  not  know 
tbree  Men  of  a  Mind;  and  that  a  Spirit  of  Giddinefs 
reigns  amongft  Us,  far  beyond  any  I  have  ever  obj'er- 
ved  in  my  Life  ;  and  yet  He  had  lived  and  afted  in  as 
factious  a  Time,  as  this  Nation  ever  fa\v.  He  pio- 
ceeds;  Some  look  who  is  fitteft  to  faceted. — They  are 
for  the  mofl  Part  divided  between  the  Prince  of  O- 
range,  and  the  Duke  of  Monmouth.  The  firft  batb 
plainly  the  mofl  plaufible  Title.  <*-  I  need  not  tell  You 
the  Reafons  again/}  Monmouth.  The  flrongefl  far  Him 
are,  tb.it  whoever  is  oppofed  to  York  will  bare  a  good 
Party;  and  all  Scotland,  which  is  every  Day  like  to 
be  in  Arms,  dotb  certainly  favour  Him,  and  may  proba- 
bly be  of  as  much  Importance  in  the  Troubles,  that  <tre 
tioto  likely  to  fall  upon  us,  a:  They  were  in  the  Begin- 
ning of  the  loft.  Others  are  only  upon  Negatives,  &c. 

I  could  eafily  multiply  Proofs  of  this  Kind  ;  but  I 
think  I  need  not  take  any  Pains  to  fliew  that  there 
wzsfutb  a  Faclion  form'd  at  this  Time ;  nor  to  re- 
fute Welwood,  who  aflerts  that  the  Duke  of  Monmouth 
was  not  ambitious  to  the  Degree  ofafpiring  to  the  Crown, 
till  after  bis  Landing  in  the  Weft.  1  will  only  re- 
mark that  the  Efforts  of  this  Faftion  amongft  Thofe, 
who  drove  on  the  Bill  of  Exclujion,  furnifh'd  ano- 
ther Motive  to  the  Divifion  and  Animofity  of  Par- 
ties. The  Tories,  who  had  divided  from  the  Others, 
on  Jealoufies  of  Defigns  to  change  the  Conftituticn  in 
Church  and  State,  began  now  to  apprehend  that  the 
oppojtte  Party  might  fucceed  in  another  View,  and  fet 
up  a  King  of  their  own  Nomination.  A  Notion  then 
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N°  390.    The  CRAFTSMAN.          53 

entertain'd  by  many,  that  the  worfe  Title  a  Man  kad> 
//^•better  King  He  was  likely  to  make,  did  not  pertuade 
Them.  They  had  fufterM  under  the  Tyranny  of  a 
Party  ;  many  of  Them  had  been  Themfelves  the  Abet- 
tors of  a  Party-Adminift  ration ;  and  They  fear'd  with 
Reafon  a  Party-King.  Thus  perlbnal  Interefts  were 
mingleJ  on  both  Sides  with  publick  Confiderations ; 
and  the  Duke  of  York  gain'd  a  great  Number  of  Adhe- 
rents, not  by  Affection  to  Him,  but  by  an  Averfion  to 
Monmoutb  ;  which  increafed  among  the  Tories,  in  Pro- 
portion as  the  Duk^s  Popularity  increafed  among  the 
Whigs  ;  not  by  any  favourable  Difpofition  in  ftie  To- 
ries to  Popery  and  arbitrary  Power ;  but  by  a  Dread,  as 
I  have  obferved  already,  of  returning  in  the  leaft  De- 
gree under  the  Influence  of  tbofe  Principles  and  the 
Power  tftb'jfe  Mtn,  whofe  Yoke  had  gall'd  the  Necks 
of  many,  that  were  ftill  alive  and  active  on  the  Stage 
of  publick  Affairs.  M<.n  grew  jealous  ff  the  Deftgn, 
( (ays  Bifhop  Burnet,  fpeaking  of  Monmsuib's  Popularity) 
and  fancy  d  here  was  a  neza  civil  War  to  be  raifed. 
Upsn  This,  They  joined  with  the  Duke's  Party ;  meaning 
the  Duke  of  Yorfs. 

I  lay  nothing  of  the  Apprehenfions  entertain'd  on  one 
Side,  and  the  Expectations  entertain'd  on  the  other, 
from  Scotland ;  becaufe  though  there  was,  even  in  the 
Beginning  of  thefe  Struggles,  a  Concert  between  Thole, 
w'jo  were  oppre&'d  by  the  Court  there,  and  Thole, 
who  oppofed  it  here,  which  grew  afterwards  into  a 
clofcr  Correfponder.ee,  and  became  riper  for  Adlion  ; 
yet  the  feditious  Spirit,  that  gave  Occallon  to  thefe  Ap- 
prehenfions and  Expectations,  was  rou?.ed  and  exafpc- 
rated  by  the  Inhumanity  of  the  Duke  of  Lauderd.ile  ; 
who,  though  a  Presbyterian  himfclf,  was  the  Butcher 
oi  that  Pafty  i  pufh'd  the  warmcft  of  Them  into  in - 
jurtifiable  Excefies ;  revived  their  filly  Zeal  for  die  Cs- 
venant ;  and  wrought  up  their  Enthuiiaiin  even  to  AJJ'af- 
fetiatioii  and  Rebellion.  Let  me  only  obierve,  tliat 
This  ^V3S  plainly  the  Fault  of  the  Court,  and  couid  not 
E  3  therefore 
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therefore  be  imputed  to  the  Whigs,  whatever  Ufe  fome 
of  that  Party  might  propofe  to  make  of  fuch  a  Difpoft- 
tion.  The  Violence  of  the  Conventiclers  was  founded 
high,  in  order  to  palliate  the  Severities  exercifed  in  the 
Government  of  that  Kingdom.  But  the  realbnable  Men 
.of  all  Parties  thought  then,  as  They  think  now,  and 
always  will  think,  that  it  is  the  Duty  of  Thofe,  who 
govern,  to  difcern  the  Spirit  of  the  People  ;  to  conn"- 
der  even  their  PaJJions ;  to  have  a  Regard  to  their 
WeaknejjTes  ;  and  to  (hew  Indulgence  to  their  Preju- 
dices ;  and  that  Minifters,  who  punifh  what  They  might 
prevent,  are  more  culpable  than  They,  who  offend. 

As  the  two  Parties  were  form'd,  fo  was  their  Divi/ion 
maintain'd  by  mutual  Jealoufies  and  Fears ;  which  are 
often  fufficient  to  nourifh  themfelves,  when  they  have 
once  taken  Root  in  the  Mind  ;  and  which  were,  at 
this  Time,  water'd  and  cultivated  with  all  the  factious 
Induftry  poffible.  The  moft  improbable  Reports,  the 
moft  idle  Surmifes,  carry'd  about  in  Whifpers,  were 
fufficient  (as  I  might  eafily  fhew  in  various  Inftances) 
to  raife  a  panick  Terror  in  one  Party,  or  the  ether.  In 
beth,  there  were  but  too  many  Perfons  on  the  Watch, 
to  improve  and  to  propagate  thefe  Terrors,  and  by  a  fre- 
quent Repetition  of  fuch  Impreflions  to  raife  the  Alarm 
and  the  Hatred  of  Parties  to  the  higheft  Pitch.  He, 
who  went  about  to  allay  this  extreme  Ferment,  was 
call'd  a  Trimmer ;  and  He,  who  was  in  Truth  a  com- 
mon Friend,  was  fure  of  being  treated  like  a  common 
Enemy.  Some,  who  voted  for  the  Bill  ofExelu/ion, 
were  very  far  from  being  heartily  for  it ;  but  I  have 
feen  good  Reafons  to  believe,  and  fuch  there  are  even 
in  our  publick  Relations,  that  fome  of  Thofe,  who  voted 
again/I  it,  and  declared  for  Limitations,  concun'd  in 
the  End,  though  They  difFer'd  in  the  Means,  with 
Thofe,  who  promoted  the  Bill.  And  yet  fuch  Men 
were  conftantly  mark'd  out  as  Favourers  of  Popery  and 
Enemies  to  their  Country.  Thus  in  the  other  Party, 
Men,  who  ha,d  no  other  View  but  That  of  fccuring 

their 
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their  Religion  and  Liberty,  and  who  meant  nothing 
more  than  to  force  the  Court  into  fuch  Complyances,  as 
They  judged  neceflary  to  eftablifh  this  Security,  were 
ftigmadzed  'with  the  opprobrious  Names  of  Fanatick 
and  Republican.  Thus  it  happcn'd  in  thole  Days  ; 
and  thus  it  happens  in  ours ;  when  any  Man,  who  de- 
clares againft  a  certain  Perfon,  againft  whom  the  Voice 
of  the  Nation  hath  already  declared,  or  complains  of 
Things,  which  are  fo  notorious,  that  no  Man  in  the 
Nation  can  deny  them,  is  fure  to  be  followM  by  the 
Cry  of  Jaeobitifm,  or  Republicanifm.  But  there  is  a 
great  Difference,  God  be  praifed,  between  the  two 
Cafes.  The  prefent  Cry,  being  void  of  Pretence,  is 
therefore  without  Effeft.  .  It  is  heard  in  few  Places, 
and  believed  only  in  one.  —  But  to  return  ; 

When  the  Nation  was  divided  in  this  Manner,  the 
Heat  of  the  Parties  increaied  as  their  Conteft  lafted, 
according  to  the  ufual  Courfe  of  Things.  _  New  En- 
gagements were  daily  taken  ;  new  Provocations  and 
Offences  were  daily  given.  Publick  Difputes  begot 
private  Pique ;  and  private  Pique  fupported  publick 
Difputes  with  greater  Rancour  and  Obftinacy.  The 
oppofite  Principles,  advanced  by  the  two  Parties,  were 
carry'd  higher  and  higher,  as  They  grew  more  in- 
flamed ;  and  the  Meafures  They  purfued,  in  orde»  to 
get  the  better  each  of  his  Adverfary,  without  overmuch 
Regard  to  any  other  Confequence,  became  ftrcnger  and 
ftronger,  and  perhaps  equally  dangerous.  The  Meet- 
ing of  the  Parliament  at  Oxford  had  a  Kind  of  hoftile 
Appearance ;  and  as  foon  as  Parliaments  were  laid  ajide, 
which  happeu'd  on  the  fudden  and  indecent  Diflblu- 
tion  of  This,  the  Appearance  grew  worfe.  No  Secu- 
rity having  been  obtain'd,  by  Parliamentary  Methods, 
againft  the  Danger  of  a  Popijb  Succejfir  ;  it  is  probable 
that  They,  who  look'd  on  thefe  Dangers  as  neareft  and 
greatcit,  began  to  caft  about  how  They  might  lecure 
Themfelves  and  their  Country  againft  them,  by  Me- 
thods of  another  Kind ,  fuch  as  extreme  Neccffity,  and 

nothing 
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nothing  but  extreme  Necelfity  can  authorize.  Such 
Methods  were  happily  purfued  and  attended  with  glo- 
rious Succefs,  a  few  Years  afterwards,  when  this  Sue- 
ceffion  had  taken  Place  ;  and,  by  taking  Place,  had  ju- 
ftify'd  all,  that  had  been  faid  againft  it,  or  foreboded  of 
it ;  when  the  Nation  was  ripe  for  Refinance,  and  the 
Prince  of  Orange  ready  and  able,  from  a  Multitude  of 
fortunate,  concurring  Circumftances,  to  fupport  fo  great 
an  Enterprize.  But  the  Attempts,  which  were  wife  at 
tne  Time,  would  have  been  defperate  at  the  other  ;  and 
the  Meafures,  which  produced  a  Revolution,  in  the  Reign 
of  King  "James,  would  have  produced,  in  the  Reign 
of  King  Charles,  a  civil  War  of  uncertain  Event  at 
beft  ;  I  fay  of  uncertain  Event  at  beft  ;  becaufc  it  feems 
to  Me  that  whoever  revolves  in  his  Thoughts  the  State 
of  England  zn&  Scotland,  as  well  as  the  Situation  of  our 
Neighbours  on  the  Continent,  at  that  Time,  muft  be  of 
Opinion  that  if  the  Quarrel  about  the  Exclufion  had 
broke  out  into  a  War,  the  beft  Caufe  would  have  been 
the  worft  fupported.  The  King,  more  united  than  ever 
with  his  Brother,  would  have  prevail'd.  What  was 
projected  in  1670,  and  perhaps  more  than  was  then 
intended,  would  have  been  eftefted ;  and  the  Religion 
and  Liberty  of  Great  Britain  would  have  been  deftroy'd 
by  Confequence.  We  cannot  fay,  and  it  would  be  Pre- 
fumption  to  pretend  to  guefs,  how  far  the  Heads  of 
Party  had  gone,  in  Scotland,  or  in  England,  into  Mea- 
fures for  employing  Fierce.  Perhaps,  little  more  had 
pafs'd,  in  which  They,  who  became  the  principal  Sacri- 
fccs,  were  any  Way  conccrn'd,  than  ram  Difcourfe 
about  dangerous,  but  rude,  indigellcd  Schemes  ;  ftarted 
by  Men  of  wild  Imaginations,  or  defperate  Fortunes ; 
and  rather  hearkcn'd  to  than  aiTented  to  ;  nay,  poflibly, 
defpifed  and  neglected  by  Them.  But  the  Court,  who 
wanted  a  Plot  to  confirm  and  increafe  their  Party,  and 
to  turn  the  popular  Tide  in  their  Favoun,  took  the 
firlt  Opportunity  of  having  one  ;  which  was  loon  fur- 
niili'd  to  Them  by  the  imprudent  but  honeit  Zeal  of 
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Some,  and  by  the  Villany,  as  well  as  Madnels  ofOtbtrs ; 
and  They  profecuted  it  fo  feverely,  with  the  Help  of 
*  forward  Sheriffs,  willing  Juries,  boldWitne/es,  and 
mercenary  Judges,  that  it  anfwer'd  all  their  Ends.  The 
Defign  of  aflaffinating  the  King  and  the  Duke  was  cer- 
tainly con iined  to  a  few  defperate  Villains;  but  \  too 
many  bad  beard,  it  from  Them,  who  were  l/oth  fo  foolijh 
and  i'o  wicked,  as  not  to  dijcover  Them  ;  and  This  re- 
flected great  Prejudice,  though  I  doubt  not  in  many 
Cafes  very  unjuftly,  againft  all  Thofe,  who  had  afted 
upon  better  Principles,  but  yet  were  involved  in  thefe 
Profecations. 

As  this  Event  difarm'd,  difpirited  and  broke  one 
Pxrty ;  fo  it  ihengthen'd,  animated  and  united  the 
other.  The  Tories,  who  look'd  on  the  Dangers  They 
apprehended  from  the  Whigs  to  be  greater  and  nearer 
than  Thofe,  which  They  had  apprehended,  as  well  as 
the  Whigs,  before  this  new  Divifion  of  Parties,  from  a 
Popifh  Succeffion,  were  now  confirm'd  in  their  Preju- 
dices. Under  this  Perfuafion,  They  run  headlong  into 
all  u.e  Meafures,  which  were  taken  for  enlarging  the 
KING'S  Authority,  and  fecuring  the  Crown  to  the  Duke 
of  York.  The  Principles  of  divine,  hereditary  Right, 
of  Pajjive  Obedience  and  Non-ReJiftance  were  revived 
and  propagated  with  greater  Zeal  dian  ever.  Not  only 
th:  wild  Whimfies  tfEnthufiafts,  of  Schoolmen  and  Pli- 
lofophfn,  but  the  plaineft  Dilute!  of  Reafon  were  fo- 
lemnly  condemn'd,  in  Favour  of  them,  by  learned  and 
reverend  Bodies  of  Men  ;  who  little  thought  that  in  five 
Years  Time,  Thar  is  in  1688,  They  mould  aa  confor- 
mably to  ibme  of  the  very  Proportions,  which  at  this 
Time  They  declared  falfe,  feditious  and  impious. 

In  fhort,  the  Guelphs  and  Gibcllines  were  not  more 
animated  againft  each  other,  at  any  Time,  than  the 
Tories  and  Whigs  at  This  ;  and  in  fuch  a  national  Tem- 
per, con  fiderable  Steps  were  made,  as  they  well  might 

.  be, 
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be,  towards  the  Deftruction  of  our  Conftitution.  One 
of  thofe,  which  Rapin  enumerates  and  infifts  upon  very 
gravely,  can  fcarce  be  mention'd  without  failing.  The 
King,  fays  He,  in  order  to  make  &/ People  feel  the 
Slavery  He  bad  nearly  impofed  on  Them,  ajfefted  to 
review  bis  TROOPS;  and  tbefe  droops  amounted,  by 
the  Return  of  the  Garrijon  of  Tangier,  to  4000  Men, 
effective,  and  ivell-arrtfd.  The  Whigs,  indeed,  in  thofe 
Days,  were  fo  averfe  to  STANDING  ARMIES,  that 
They  thought  even  thofe  Troops,  commonly  call'd 
Guards,  unlawful ;  and  Bifhop  Burnet  argues,  in  his 
Reflections  on  mv  Lord  Ru/ePs  Tryal,  that  a  Defign 
to  feize  en  Them  amounted  to  no  more  tban  a  Defign  to 
Jeize  on  a  Part  of  tbe  Kings  Army.  But  it  is  poilible 
that  the  Tories,  who  had  (hew'd  their  Diflike  or/fafc/- 
ing  Armies  fufficiently  in  the  long  Parliament,  might 
think  it  however  no  unreafonable  Thing,  when  Dc.lgns 
of 'InfurrefUmi  and  even  of  Affaffinatieni  had  come  fo 
lately  to  Light,  that  a  Number  of  regular  Trcopi,  fuffi- 
cient  to  defend  the  Perfon  of  the  King,  t>ut  not  lufficient 
to  opprefs  the  Liberties  of  the  People,  and  five  times  lefs 
than  We  have  f:nce  feen  kept  up,  in  the  midft  of  the 
molt  fecure  Tranquility,  fhould  be  wink'd  at,  till  tkoje 
Diftempers  were  intirely  over. 

Another  Step,  which  ti\s.  Jame  Author  mentions,  was 
indeed  of  the  greateft  Confequence,  and  laid  the  Axe 
to  the  Root  of  all  our  Liberties  at  once,  by  giving  the 
CROWN  fucb  an  Influence  over  the  Eleclions  of  Mem- 
ben  to  ferve  in  Parliament,  as  could  not  fail  to  deltroy 
that  Independency,  by  which  alone  the  Freedom  of  our 
Government  hath  been,  and  can  be  fupportcd.  I  mean 
the  Proceedings  by  Quo  Warranto,  and  the  other  Me- 
thods taken  to  force,  or  perfuade  the  Corporations  to 
furrender  their  old  Charters,  and  accept  new  ones,  un- 
der fuch  Limitations  and  Conditions,  as  the  King 
thought  fit  to  innovate.  Tbefe  Proceeding  s  were  vio- 
lent ;  the  "Judgments  upon  them  arbitrary ;  and  the 
other  Methods  employ'd  icandalous.  But  flill  it  was 

the 
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the  End,  it  was  the  Confequence,  that  alarm'd  and  tcr- 
rify'd  all  Thole,  u  ho  had  not  fold  Themfelves  to  the 
Court,  or  who  had  not  loft,  in  their  Zeal  for  Party,  all 
Regard  to  their  Country,  much  more  than  the  Means, 
that  were  employ 'd  upon  this  Occafion.  If,  inftead  of 
garbling  Corporations  by  Prerogative,  the  Court  could 
have  purchafed  their  Elections  by  Money,  We  may  rea- 
fonably  believe  that  the  furer  and  more  filent'Way 
would  have  been  taken.  But  would  the  Alarm  have 
been  lefs  among  all  the  Friends  of  Liberty  ?  Certainly 
not.  They  would  have  feen  that  the  End  was  the 
fame,  and  have  difliked  tbefe  Means  the  more,  for  be- 
ing lefs  liable  to  Obfervation  and  Clamour.  A  Prince, 
afferting  an  illegal  and  dangerous  Prerogative,  and  ap- 
plauded for  doing  fo,  and  feconded  in  the  Attempt  by 
a  numerous  Party  in  the  Nation,  carry 'd  no  doubt  a 
very  terrible  Afpeft.  But  ftUl  there  was  Room  to  hope, 
the  violent  Character  of  the  Duke  of  York  confider'd, 
(and  that  Hope  was  actually  entertain'd  by  many)  that 
the  Party,  who  abetted  thefe  Ufurpations  of  the  Prero- 
gative, might  be  foon  frighten'd  back  again  from  a 
Court  to  a  Country  Interejt ;  in  which  Cafe,  there  was 
Room  to  hope  like  wife,  the  milder  Character  and  bet- 
ter Underftanding  of  the  King  confider'd,  that  the  Evil 
might  be  in  fome  Degree  redrefs'd,  and  the  Confequen- 
tes  of  it  prevented,  ft  was  reafonable  for  the  friends 
ef  Liberty  to  expeft  that  Men,  who  were  injured, 
would  complain  and  feek  Relief,  on  the  fir  ft  favourable 
Opportunity.  But  if  They  had  been  corrupted,  and 
the  Praclice  of  felling  EleSions  had  been  once  efta- 
blifh'd,  I  imagine  that  the  Friends  of  Liberty  would 
have  thought  the  Cafe  more  defperate It  is  cer- 
tainly an  eafurrTask,  and  there  is  fomewhat  lefs  pro- 
voking, as  well  as  lefs  dangerous  in  it,  to  ftruggle  even 
with  a  great  Pr;i:ce,  who  Hands  on  Prerogative,  than 
with  a  weak,  but  profligate  Minifter,  if  He  hath  the 
Means  of  Corruption  in  his  Power,  and  if  the  Luxury 
and  Pro/litution  of  the  Age  have  enabled  Him  to  bring 
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it  into  Fajhion.  Nothing  furely  could  provoke  Men, 
who  had  the  Spirit  of  Liberty  in  their  Souls,  more  than 
to  figure  to  Themfelves  one  of  tbefe  fancy  Creatures  of 
fortune,  whom  She  raifes  in  the  Extravagance  of  her 
Caprice,  difpatching  his  Emifl'aries,  ecclefiaftical  and 
fecular,  like  To  many  evil  Demons,  to  the  North  and  to 
the  South,  to  buy  the  Votes  of  the  People  with  the 
Money  of  the  People  ;  and  to  chufe  a  reprefentativt 
Body,  not  of  the  People,  but  of  the  Enemy  of  the  People, 
ofHimfe/f. 

This  was  not  the  Cafe  at  the  Time  We  are  f peaking  of. 
It  was  Prerogative,  not  Money,  which  had  like  to  have 
deftroy'd  our  Liberties  then.  Government  was  not 
then  carry'd  on  by  Undertakers,  to  whom  fo  much 
Tower  was  farm'd  out  for  Returns  of  fo  much  Money, 
and  fo  much  Money  intrufted  for  Returns  of  fo  much 
Power.  But  though  the  Cafe  was  not  fo  defperate  ; 
yet  was  it  bad  enough  in  all  Confcience  ;  and  among  all 
the  Excefles,  into  which  the  lories  ran,  in  Favour  of 
the  Crown,  and  in  Hopes  of  fixing  Dominion  in  their 
own  Party,  their  Zeal  to  fupport  the  Methods  of  gar- 
Wing  Corporations  was,  in  my  Opinion,  That,  which 
threaten'd  publick  Liberty  the  molt.  It  hath  been  re- 
proach'd  to  Them  by  many  ;  but  if  among  Tbofe,  who 
reproach'd  Them,  there  mould  be  Some,  who  have 
fliared  fince  that  Time  in  the  more  dangerous  Praflice 
of  corrupting  Corporations  ;  fucb  Men  mult  have  Fronts 
of  Brafs,  and  deferve  all  fhe  Indignation,  which  is  due 
to  Iniquity,  aggravated  by  Impudence.  The  Others 
abetted,  in  Favour  of  a  Prerogative,  fuppofed  real  by 
many  in  thofe  Days,  and  under  the  Pretence  at  leait 
of  Law,  a  Power,  which  gave  the  Crown  too  much  In- 
fluence in  the  EJeSions  of  Members  of  the  Houje  of  Com- 
mons ;  but  tbefe  Men,  if  there  are  any  fuch,  have  been 
c6ncern'd  in  a  Practice,  for  the  Sake  of  their  cmn  vile 
Interefl,  which  Spreads  like  a  Gangrecn  ever  the  whole 
Body  of  a  Nation,  and  to  every  Branch  of  Govern- 
ment; and  which  hath  never  fail'd,  in  any  one.Jn- 

ftance, 
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Ibmce,  where  it  hath  been  fufFer'd  to  become  the  Bane 
of  Liberty. 

We  have  now  carry'd  the  two  Parties  through  that 
Period  of  Time,  when  the  Conduct  of  both  was  moft 
Jiable  to  the  Objections  made  to  Them  by  their  Adver- 
faries.  — —  The  Tories  afted  on  the  moll  abject  Prin- 
tiples  of  Submijfiw  to  the  King  ;  and,  on  Tbefe  of  here- 
ditary Right,  were  zealous  for  the  Succeffion  of  a  Prince, 
whole  Bigotry  rendcr'd  him  unfit  to  ruie  a  Proteftant 

and  a  free  People. The  Whigs  maintain'd  the 

Power  of  Parliament  to  limit  the  Succeflion  to  the  Crown, 
and  avow'd  the  Principles  of  Refinance  ;  in  which 
They  had  Law,  Example  and  Reajbn  ipr  Them.  But 
then  the  Fury  of  Faflion  was  for  doing  That  without 
Parliament,  which  could  only  be  legally  done  by  it ; 
and,  in  order  to  This,  the  Principles  of  Refinance  were 
extended  too  far ;  and  the  hottelt  of  the  Party  taking 
the  Lead,  They  adted  in  an  extravagant  Spirit  of  Li- 
cence, rather  than  a  fiber  Spirit  of  Liberty  ;  and  the 
Madnefs  of  a  Ffztf,  little  inferior  to  That  of  Cromwell '^ 
Entbujiaf.j,  diflionoui'd  the  whole  Caufe  for  a  Time. 
My  Intention  was  not  to  have  left  Them  here  ;  but  to 
have  carry'd  thefe  Observations  on  fo  far  as  to  juflify, 
notwitliHandhig  thefe  Appearances,  what  is  faid  at  the 
Conclufion  of  my  loft  Letter,  concerning  the  true  Cha- 
racters of  both  Parties.  But  either  the  Abundance  of 
Matter  hath  deceived  Me,  or  I  have  wanted  Skill  ami 
Time  to  abridge  it  ;  fo  that  I  mud  defer  this  Part  of 
my  Task,  and  crave  your  Indulgence,  as  well  as  That 
of  your  Readers,  for  my  Prolixity. 

/  am,  SIR,  &c. 


Vot.  XII.  F  SATURDAY, 


6%          The  CRAFTSMAN.    N° 


N°  591.     SATURDAY,     Dec.  2p,    1733. 


The  fame  Subjefi  continued. 

To  CALEB    D'ANVERS,    £/£; 
S  I  R, 

Advanced  in  the  firft  of  thefe  Eflays 
fomething  to  this  EfFcft  ;  that  every 
clumfy,  bufy,  bungling  Child  of  fortune  t 
on  whom  She  beflows  the  Means  and 
the  Opportunity  of  corrupting,  may  go- 
vern by  this  infamous  Expedient  ;  and 
having  gratified  his  Ambition  and  Avarice,  may  have 
a  Chance  to  fecure  Him  felf  from  Punifhment,  by  de- 
flroying  the  Liberties  of  bis  Country,  It  was  advanced 
likewife  in  the  fame  Paper,  that  every  Character  is 
tiot  equally  fit  to  govern  a  People,  by  dividing  Them  ; 
becauie  fome  Cunning,  fome  Experience,  nay,  fome 
Skill  to  form,  and  fome  Addrefs  to  conduft  a  Svftem  of 
Fratitf,  are  necefiary  in  this  Cafe.  I  perfuade  myfelf, 
that  no  Man,  who  read  that  Paper,  was  at  a  Lofs  to 
f  nd  an  Inflance  to  confirm  the  Truth  of  the  firjt  of 
tkeff  Propojttiom  ;  and  We  have  now  before  us  another, 
which  may  ferve  to  confirm  the  Truth  of  tht  fecond. 

Though  I  do  not  think  the  Defigns  of  King  Charles 
the  zd.  either  deeply  laid,  or  deeply  fix'd  in  his  own 
Wind  ;  yet  in  general  they  were  founded  on  bad 
Principles,  and  directed  to  bad  Ends.  He  defued  in- 
deed to  be  eafy,  and  to  make  his  Peoplejb  ;  but  then 
He  defircJ  both  Thefe  on  fuch  Conditions,  as  were 
inconfiitem  \\ithgood  Government,  during  the  whole 
Courle  ol  his  Reign,  and  with  the  Security  of  Reli- 

gion 
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gion  and  Liberty,  during  the  latter  Part  of  it.  We 
have  feen  how  the  intemperate  Conduft  of  many,  and 
the  flagitious  Defigru  of  fome  among  the  Whip,  weak- 
eii'd  their  K-JII  Par'.j,  and  gave  new  Strength  and  nc\v 
Provocation  to  the  Other.  But  we  have  not  yet  con- 
fidei'd  fome  other  Advantages,  -without  which  thefe 
Divifions  could  neither-  have  been  fomented,  nor  fup- 
ported  as  they  were.  Now  thefe  Advantages  arofc 
chiefly  from  the  Charafter  and  Conduft  of  the  King 
him'elf.  If  King  Charles  had  found  the  Nation  plun- 
ged in  Corruption  ',  the  People  chufing  their  Rcprefen- 
tatives  for  Money,  without  any  other  Regard  ;  and  thefe 
Reprefematives  of  the  People,  as  well  as  the  Nobility, 
reduced  by  Luxury  to  beg  the  unhallcnv'd  Alms  of  a 
Ciurt  ;  or  to  receive,  like  miicrablc  Hirelings,  the 
Wages  of  Iniquity  from  *  Mini/ten  if  He  had  found 
the  Nation,  I  lay,  in  this  Condition,  ( which  extra- 
vagant  Suppofition  one  cannot  make  without  Horrour  ) 
He  might  have  difhonour'd  her  abroad,  and  impove- 
rifh'd  and  opprefs'd  her  at  home,  though  He  had  been 
the  weakeft  Prince  ou  Earth,  and  his  Miniilers  the 
mod  odious,  and  contemptible  Men,  that  ever  prefu- 
med  to  be  ambitious.  Our  Fathers  might  have  fallen 
into  Circumllances,  which  compofe  the  very  Quintef- 
ience  of  political  Mifery.  They  might  have  fold  their 
'Birth-right  for  Porridge,  that  was  their  own.  They 
might  have  been  bubbled  by  the  foolim,  bullied  by 
the  fearful,  and  infulted  by  Thofe,  whom  They  dc- 
fpifed.  They  would  have  deferved  to  be  Slaves,  and 
They  might  have  been  treated  as  fuch.  When  zfree 
People  crouch,  like  Camels,  to  be  loaded,  the  next  at 
Hand,  no  Matter  who,  mounts  Them,  and  The/ 
foon  feel  the  Whip,  and  the  Spur  of  their  Tyrant ; 
for  a  Tyrant,  whether  Prince,  or  Minijler,  reJemblcs 
the  Devil  in  many  Refpefts;  particularly  in  This. 
He  is  often  both  the  Tempter  and  Tormentor.  He  makes 
the  Criminal,  and  He  punilhcs  the  Crime. 

But 
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But  This  was  not  the  State  of  the  Englijh  Nation, 
at  the  Time  we  fpeak  of.  We  were  not  yet  corrupted, 
nor  even  quite  ripe  for  Corruption.  Parties  there  were  ; 
arid  the  Contefts  of  tbffe  Parties  gave  Occafion  to 
the  Rife  and  Growth  of  Faff  ions  ;  fome  of  which  ran 
into  the  moft  feditious  Practices  again  ft  the  Govern- 
ment, and  others  into  the  vileft  Submiffion  to  it.  But 
ftill  a  Spirit  of  Liberty  remain'd  in  many,  uncorrupted 
and  unextinguiftiM ;  and  fuch  as  work'd  our  national 
Deliverance  in  the  Days  of  Diftrefs,  that  foon  folio w'd. 
We  were  Freemen  then,  in  the  proper  Senfe  and  full  Ex- 
tent of  the  Words ;  becaufe  not  only  the  Laws,  which 
aflcrted  our  common  Rights,  were  maintain'd  and  im- 
proved, hut  private  Independency,  which  can  alone  fup- 
port  publick  Liberty,  under  fuch  a  Government  as 
curs,  was  itfelf  fupported  by  fome  of  that  antient 
OEtonomy  and  Simplicity  of  Manners,  that  were  grow- 
ing, but  not  grown,  out  of  Fafhion.  Such  a  Peoplet 
as  We  then  were,  could  neither  be  bought  nor  driven  ; 
and  I  think  King  Charles  could  not  have  divided  and 
led  Them,  if  He  had  wanted  any  of  the  Qualities  He 
poffds'd,  or  had  held  another  Condurt  than  He  held. 
Far  fiom  being  proud,  haughty,  or  brutal,  *  He  bad 
rot  a  Grain  of  Pride,  or  Vanity  in  bis  whole  Compo- 
fition ;  but  was  the  moft  affable,  belt  bred  Man  alive. 
He  treated  his  Subjefts  like  Noblemen,  like  Gentlemen, 
like  Freemen,  not  like  VaJ/ah,  or  Boors.  Whatever  Nc- 
tion  He  had  of  his  hereditary  Right,  He  own'd  his 
Obligation  for  the  Crown  He  wore  to  his  People,  as 
much  as  He  would  have  been  bound  to  do,  in  Reafon, 
in  Juftice,  in  Honour,  and  in  Prudence,  if  He  had 
Hood  at  the  greateft  Diftance  from  it  in  the  Courfe  of 
lineal  Succcffion,  and  had  been  call'd  to  it  from  the 
low  State,  in  which  He  was  before,  by  the  free  Gift 
and  Choice  of  the  Nation.  His  Profeffions  were  plau- 
fib!e,  and  his  whole  Behaviour  engaging  ;  fo  that  He 
won  upon  the  Hearts,  even  whilft  He  loft  the  good 

Opinion 

Temple. 
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Opinion  of  his    Subjects;  and  often    ballanced    their 
Judgment  of  Things,   by   their  perfonal  Inclination* 
Thele  Qualities,  and  this  Part  of  his  Conduct,  went  a 
great  Way  to  give  Him    Credit  with  his  People,    and 
an  Hold  on  their  Affections.     But   This  was  not  all. 
He  obferved  their  Temper,  and  He  comply'd  with  it. 
He  yielded  to  Them  in  Points,    from  which  He  had 
determined,  and  declared  too,  tha*  He  would   never 
depart.     To  know  when  to  yield,  in  Government,  is  at 
leall  as  necefiary,  M  to  know  when  to  lofe  in  Trade ; 
and  He,  who  cannot  do  the  firft,  is  fo  little  likely   to 
govern  a  Kingdom  well,  that  it  is  more  than   probable 
He  would  govern  a  Shop  ill.     King   Charles  gave  up 
to  the  Murmurs  of  his  People,  not  one  or  two  fucb  Mi- 
nijlers  as  may  be  found   almoft   behind  every  Desk ; 
tiioie  awkard  Pageants  of  Courts,    thofe  wooden  Ima- 
ges, which  Princes  gild  and   then  worfhip ;   but  feve- 
ral  great  and  able  Men  ;  nay,  whole  Cabals   of  fucb, 
who   had   Merit  with  Him,  though   They  had  none 
with  the  Nation.     He  ftarted  often  out  of  the  true  In- 
tcreft  of  his  People  ;  but  the  Voice  of  his  People  almoft 
as  often  reckim'd  Him.  He  made  the/V/?  Dutch  War  \ 
but  He  made  the   Triple  Alliance  too.     He  engaged 
with  France  in  the  War  of  1672  ;  but  He  made  a  fc- 
parate  Peace  with  Holland.     True  it  is,    indeed,    that 
neither  the  Reprefentaiions  of  his  Parliament,  nor   the 
Defcres  of  his  People,  could  prevail  on  Him  to  go  far- 
ther,  and   to  enter  in  earneft  into    the  War   agairft 
Trance.    But    the  Confidence  between   Him  and    his 
Parliament  was  fo  broken  at  that  Time,  that  They 
would  not-  trull  Him,    nor  He  Them.     At  This  'I 
am  not  furprifed ;    and  for  that  very  Rcaibn  I  confefs, 
I  have  always    been   fo  at    the  itrong  and    repeated 
Inllanccs  made  to  force  Him  into  that  War ;    fmce 
it  cannot  fi'.rcly  be  better  Policy  to  drive  a  Piincc  in- 
10  a  War,   which  He  has   no   Inclination  to  make; 
than  it  would  be  to  be  drawn  by  Him  into  a  War, 
if  He  had  no  Ability   to  conduct  it.    In  H«mf  Affairs, 
his  frequent  ConcefTions,  whenever  the  Nation, 
F  3  took 
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took  Umbrage  at  his  Proceedings,  He  pafs'd  the  Teft 
and  the  Habeas  Corpus  Bills,  and  many  others  for  the 
publick  Benefit ;  and  I  fcarce  remember  any  popular 
Afi,  which  ftopp'd  at  the  Throne  in  his  Time,  except 
That  about  the  Militia,  which  He  apprehended  to  be 
a  dangerous  Encroachment  on  his  Prerogative,  and  a- 
Cother  in  Favour  of  the  Dijentcrs,  which  was  con- 
trived, meanly  enough,  to  be  Ibl'n  oft"  the  Table  in 
the  Houfe  of  Lords. 

What  has  been  touch'd  here,  and  in  former  Papers, 
will  be  fufficient  to  fhew,  in  fome  Meafure,  how  King 
Charles  \\  as  enabled  to  divide  a  Nation  fo  united  and 
fo  heated  as  this  Nation  wa«,  on  the  Difcovery  of  the 
Popifi  Plot ;  to  oppofe  fo  avowedly  and  fo  refolutely 
the  Exc/u/ten  of  L'is  Brother  ;  the  Profpeft  of  whoie 
fucceeding  to  the  Crown  was  become  ftill  more  dread- 
ful, even  by  that  fmall  Part  of  Co/eman's  Correfpon* 
dence,  which  had  come  to  Light ;  and  yet  to  attach 
fo  numerous  a  Party  to  Himfelf,  nay  to  his  Brother ; 
to  lay  afide  Parliaments  for  feveral  Vears ;  and  not  only 
to  (land  his  Ground,  but  to  gain  Ground  in  the  Na- 
tion, at  the  fame  Time.  But  there  is  ftill  fomething 
more  to  be  added.  He  had  not  only  prepared  for  the 
Storm,  but  he  acquired  new  Strength  in  the  Midlt  of  it ; 
That  is,  in  the  Piocecdings  on  the  Pcpijb  Plot,  and  the 
Bill  of  ExeltiJicH,  He  would  gladly  have  kept  the  for- 
mer out  of  Parliament;  bat  when  it  was  once  there, 
He  put  on  the  Appearances  of  great  Zeal  for  the  Pro- 
fecution  of  it.  Thefe  Appearances  hclp'd  Him  to  fcreen 
his  Bretbcr ;  as  the  ill  Succefs  of  the  Exdufon  Bill  in 
the  Hotife  cf  Lords,  where  it  was  rejcfted  by  Sixty* 
ihret  againft  7/^/r/y,  helpM  to  fcrrcn  Himfdf  from  the 
Violence  of  the  Houfe  ef  Commons,  But  That,  which 
gave  Him  the  principal  Advantage  in  the  prefent  Con- 
lefls,  was  another  Management.  As  foon  as  the  firft 
preparatory  Steps  were  made  to  the  Bill  of  Exclujioh 
in  1678,  He  declared  Himfelf.'iu  a  Speech  to  his  Par- 
liament, ready  to  pafs  any  Bills  to  make  his  People 
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fafe  in  the  Reign  of  his  Sueteffbr,  fo  they  tended  not  to 
impeach  the  Right  of  Succeffion,  nor  the  Defcent  of  the 
Crown  in  the  true  Line.  He  periifted  in  this  Decla- 
ration to  the  lail ;  and  if  He  had  done  nothing  elfe, 
I  imagine  that  He  would  have  gain'd  no  great  Popu- 
larity. When  ifree  People  lye  under  any  Grievance, 
or  apprehend  any  Danger,  and  try  to  obtain  their 
Princess  Confent  to  deliver  Them  from  one,  or  to  pre. 
vent  the  other ;  a  flat  Refufal,  on  his  Part,  reduces 
Them  to  the  melancholy  Alternative  of  continuing  to 
fubmit  to  one,  and  to  ftand  expofed  to  the  other,  or 
of  freeing  Them felves from  both,  without  his  Confent; 
which  can  hardly  be  done  by  Means  very  confiftent 
with  his  and  their  common  Intereft.  King  Charley 
was  too  wife  to  pufh  the  Nation  to  fuch  an  Extre- 
mity. He  refufed  what  his  Parliament  prefs'd  on  Him, 
in  the  Manner  and  on  the  Principle  They  prefs'd  it ; 
but  then  his  Rfafal  was  follovv'd  by  Expedients ; 
which  varied  the  Manner,  and  yet  might  have  been 
managed  fo  as  to  produce  the  Effeft  ;  nnd  which  feem'd 
to  (ave,  rather  than  aftually  faved,  the  Principle.  Num- 
bers concurred,  at  that  Time,  in  avowing  the  Princi- 
ple; and  the  Tcfts  had  made  many  Perfons  think  Re- 
ligion fafe ;  as  the  Kings  Offers  made  Them  think  it 
no  Fault  of  his,  if  it  was  not  made  fafer.  The  Coun* 
<  il  had  pre  pared  fame  Expedients;  and  the  Limitations, 
and  other  Prwijitns  againft  a  Popifo  Succejfor,  propo- 
fed  direftly  from  the  Throne  by  the  Chancellor  in  1679, 
went  a  great  Way  towards  binding  the  Hands  of  Juch 
a  Succeffbr,  and  lodging  the  Power,  taken  from  Him, 
in  the  Parliament.  But  the  Scheme  of  Expedients,  de- 
bated in  the  Oxford  Parliament,  was  a  real  Exclusion 
from  every  Tlvng,  but  the  Tit  If  cf  Kh;g.  The  frft 
Article  banifhM  the  Duke  of  Tork,  during  his  Life,  to 
the  Diftance  of  500  Miles  from  England,  Scstixx-t,  and 
Ireland ;  and  the  Tenth,  to  mention  no  more,  exclu- 
ded Him  ipfofafto,  if  He  came  into  any  of  thefc  King- 
doms; direfted  that  He  ihould  fuffer,  in  this  Cafe,  zs 

by 
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by  the  former  Bit/,  and  that  the  Sovereignty  fhould 
veft  forthwith  in  the  Regent  j  That  is,  in  the'  Princefs 
of  Orange.  Surely  This  was  not  to  vote  the  Lycn  in 
the  Lobby  into  the  Houfe.  It  would  have  been  to  vote 
Him  out  of  the  Houfe,  and  Lobby  both,  and  only  fuffer 
Him  to  be  call'd  Lyon  Hill.  I  am  not  ignorant  of  the 
Refinements,  urged  by  Sir  William  Jones  and  others 
againft  this  Scheme',  but  I  know  that  Men  run  into 
Errors  from  both  Extremes ;  from  That  of  feeing  too 
much,  as  well  as  That  of  feeing  too  little  ;  and  that 
the  moft  fubtle  Refiners  are  apt  to  mifs  the  true  Point 
of  political  Widom,  which  confifts  in  diftinguifhing 
juflly  between  what  is  abfolutely  beft  in  Speculation, 
and  what  is  the  beft  of  Things  practicable  in  particu- 
lar Conjunctures.  The  Scheme,  no  Doubt,  was  built 
on  a  manifeft  Abfurdityt  and  was  liable  to  many  In- 
con  veniencies,  Difficulties  and  Dangers;  but  ftill  it 
was  the  utmoft,  that  could  be  hoped  for  at  that  Mo- 
ment ?  and  the  fingle  Confederation,  one  would  think 
fhould  have  been  This ;  whether,  united  under  luch 
an  Aft  of  Parliament,  They  would  not  have  oppofed 
the  Succeffion  of  the  Duke  of  York,  with  lefs  Incon- 
veniency,  lefs  Difficulty  and  Danger,  than  difunited, 
and  with  the  Laws  again!  t  Them.  The  Truth  i.%  that 
as  there  were  Men,  at  this  Time,  defirous  that  the 
King  fhould  be  on  defperate  Terms  with  his  Parlia- 
ment, becaufe  They  were  fo  Themfelves ;  in  like  Man- 
ner, there  were  Other?,  who  defired,  for  a  Reafbn  of 
the  fame  Nature,  that  the  Par/lament  fhould  be  on  def- 
pcratc  Terms  with  the  King.  Thefe  were  faflicui  In' 
terefts,  and  they  prevail'd  ?^ainft  the  national  Intercjt ; 
which  required,  that  the  King  fhould  be  Separated  at 
any  Rate  from  his  Brcther,  infread  of  being  united  to 
Him  by  a  Fear  made  common  to  bctb.  But  the  Dye 
was  thrown  ;  and  the  Leaders  of  the  Whig  Party  were 
re/olved  *  to  let  all  lye  in  Cwjufion,  ratber  tban  hearken 
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r*  <«y  Thing,  befides  the  Exclujion.  Obftinacy  pro- 
voked Obftinacy.  The  King  grew  obfunate,  and  fe- 
vere  too,  againft  his  natural  Eafinefs  and  former  Cle- 
mency of  Temper.  The  Tory  Party  grew  as  obftinate, 
and  as  furious,  on  their  Side,  according  to  a  natural 
Tendency  in  the  Difpofition  of  all  Parties  ;  and  thus 
the  Nation  was  deliver'd  over,  on  the  Death  of  King 
f  Cbarles,  a  la  Sottife  de  fan  Frere ;  to  the  Folly  and 
Madnefs  of  bis  Brother. 

It  was  this  Folly  and  Madnefs  however,  that  cured 
the  Folly  and  Madnefs  of  Party.  As  the  common  Dan- 
ger approach'd,  the  Impreffions  of  Terror,  which  it 
made,  increaied.  Whig  and  Tory  then  felt  them  alike, 
and  were  brought  by  them,  as  drunken  IVlen  fometimes 
are,  to  their  Senfes.  The  Events  of  King  James's 
Reign,  and  the  Steps,  by  which  the  Revolution  was 
brought  about,  are  To  recent,  and  fo  well  known,  that 
I  (hall  not  defcend  into  any  very  particular  Mention  of 
them.  A  few  general  Remar ks  on  the  Behaviour  of 
tb:i  Prince,  and  on  the  Beruviour  of  Parties,  in  his 
Reign,  and  at  the  Revolution,  will  be  fufficiem  to  wind 
up  the  Hiilory  tfWbig  and  Tery,  and  to  prove  what  I 
have  fo  often  afier'ed,  that  both  Sides  purged  Them- 
felves,  on  this  Occafion,  of  the  Imputations  laid  to 
their  Charge  by  their  Adverfaries  ;  that  the  proper  and 
real  Diftinclion  of  the  two  Parties  expired  at  this  ^Era  ; 
and  that  although  their  Ghofls  have  continued  to  haunt 
and  divide  us  fo  many  Years  afterwards,  yet  there  nei- 
ther is,  nor  can  be  any  Diviiion  of  Parties  at  this  Time, 
reconcileable  with  common  Senfe,  and  common  Ho- 
nefty,  among  Thofe,  who  are  come  on  the  Stage  of  the 
World,  under  the  prefent  Conftitution  ;  except  Thofe 
of  Churchmen,  and  Dijftntert ;  Thofe  of  Court  and 
Country.  * 

The 
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The  Behaviour  and  Conduft  of  King  James  the  zd 
would  be  fufficient,  if  there  was  no  other  Inftance,  and 
there  are  Thoulands,  to  fhew  that  as  ftrong  Prejudice?, 
however  got,  are  the  Parents,  fo  a  weak  Underltanding 
is  the  Nurfe  of  Bigotry,  and  Injuilice,  and  Violence 
and  Cruelty  its  Ofr-fpring.  This  Prince  was  above  fifty, 
when  he  came  to  the  Throne.  He  had  great  Expe- 
rience of  all  Kinds  ;  particularly  of  the  Temper  of  tbit 
Nation,  and  of  the  Impoffibility  to  attempt  introducing 
Popery,  without  hazarding  his  Cro\vn.  But  his  Expe- 
rience profited  Him  not.  His  Bigotry  drew  falfe  Con- 
clufions  from  it.  He  flatter'd  Himfelf  that  He  ihould 
be  able  to  play  Parties  againft  one  another,  better  than 
his  Brother  had  done  ;  ( which,  by  the  Way,  was  the 
leaft  of  his  little  Talents)  and  to  compleat  his  Defigns 
by  an  Authority,  which  was  but  too  well  cflabliih'J . 
He  pais'd,  I  think,  for  a  fincere  Man.  Perhaps,  he 
was  fo  ;  and  He  fpoke  always  with  great  Emphafis  of 
the  Word  of  a  King  ;  and  yet  never  was  the  meaneft 
Word  fo  fcandaloufly  broken  as  his.  In  the  Debate  in 
1678,  about  the  Tejt,  when  He  got  a  Provifo  put  in 
•for  excepting  Himlelf, .  it  has  been  advanced  in  Print, 
and  not  deny'd  that  I  know  of,  that  fpeaking  with 
*  great  Earnejfnefj,  and  with  Tears  in  his  Eyes,  He  ft- 
lemnty  prate/led  that  whatever  his  Religion  might  be t  it 
jbwld  only  be  a  private  Thing  between  God  and  bit 
twn  Sou  1 1  and  that  no  EJfeft  of  it  Jhould  ever  appear 
in  the  Government.  At  his  Acceffion  to  the  Throne,  in 
Council  firil,  and  after  That  in  full  Parliament,  in  the 
Face  of  the  Nation,  He  made  the  ftrongeft  Declarations 
in  Favour  of  the  Constitution  in  Church  and  State,  and 
took  the  moft  Iblemn  Engagements  to  defend  and  fup- 
port  it.  But  Bigottry  burl*  through  all  thele  Cobwebs ; 
for  fuch  they  are  to  Men,  tranfported  by  a  religious  De- 
lirium, who  acquire  a  Strength,  that  Thofe,  who  are 
vvelJ,  have  not,  and  confcientioufly  break  all  the  Obli- 
gations 
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gations  of  Morality.  Thefe  admirable  Difpofuions  in 
the  King  were  encouraged  by  the  State,  in  which  his 
Brother  left  and  He  found  the  Nation,  and  by  the 
Complaifance  of  the  Parliament,  which  He  call'd  foon 
after  his  Acceffion.  They  were  confirmed,  and  He  was 
determined  to  pull  off  the  Mask  entirely,  by  the  ill 
Succefs  of  the  Duke  ofMonmoutb  and  the  Earl  of  Argyle. 
Bifhop  Gurnet  fpeaks  of  this  Parliament  very  indecently, 
and  I  think  very  untruly.  Tbty  were  neither  Men  of 
Parts,  nor  EJlatei,  according  to  Him.  The  Truth  is, 
that  the  Circum fiances,  under  which  we  were  brought 
by  the  fadious  Proceedings  of  betb  Parties,  in  the  late 
Reign,  for  and  againft  the  Court,  were  fuch  as  might 
perplex  the  beft  Parts,  and  puzzle  the  Heads  even  of 
the  wifeft  Men.  A  profejM,  zealous  Papift,  in  full 
and  quiet  Pofleffion  of  the  Throne,  and,  initead  of  any 
Provision  made,  or  any  Meafures  taken  againft  Him, 
the  Notion  and  the  Exercile  of  the  Prerogative  ella- 
blifh'd  at  an  extravagant  Height,  were  fuch  Circum- 
ftances,  as  laid  the  Nation  almoft  at  the  Mercy  of  the 
King.  They  therefore,  who  were  the  inoft  determined 
not  to  part  with  either  their  Religion,  or  their  Liberty, 
and  yet  had  more  to  lofe  in  the  Fray  than  Dr.  Burner, 
might  be  willing  to  look  round  Them  ;  to  wait  Oppor- 
tunities ;  and  not  undertake  rafhly  what  can  feldom 
be  undertaken  twice.  It  is  impoflible  to  believe  that 
their  Confidence  in  the  King's  Word  was  fuch  as  They 
affefted.  But,  like  drowning  Men,  who  faw  nothing 
elfe  to  catch  at,  They  caught  at  a  Straw.  The  Duke 
of  M^mast/j's  Expedition  into  England,  and  the  Earl 
of  Argjlt*  into  Scotland,  were  fb  far  from  affording  the 
Nation  any  Opportunity  of  mending  their  Condition, 
that  the  Declaration  of  the  former  might  draw  fome 
of  the  Diffenters  to  the  Standard,  as  it  did  ;  but  was 
calculated  to  drive  the  Tory  Party,  moft  of  the  Wblgs, 
and  in  fhort  the  Bulk  of  the  People  from  Him.  The 
Declaration  of  the  latter  was  founded  in  the  Jolemn 
league  And  Covenant ;  and  gave  fo  much  Reafoc  to  ap- 
prehend 
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prehend  that  a  Revival  of  the  fame  Principles,  and  a 
Renewal  of  the  fame  Tyranny  was  intended,  that  we 
cannot  wonder  it  had  no  better  an  Effect  ;  though  we 
lament  the  Fate  of  a  worthy  and  gallant  Man,  whofe 
Crime  was  refuting  a  Teft,  that  mould  never  have  been 
impofed  on  Proteftants  and  Freemen,  and  who  had  been 
driven  into  thefe  extreme  Refolutions  by  a  Series  of  un- 
juft  and  tyrannical  Ufage. 

Thus  were  tbffe  lava/ions,  in  the  very  Beginning  of 
his  Reign,  favourable  in  fome  Refpects  to  the  Defigns  of 
King  Jamet.  They  fortify 'd,  in  the  Minds  of  Men, 
the  Jealoufies  and  Fears,  which  had  a  few  Years  be- 
fore form'd  the  Tory  Party ;  and  difpofed  Them  by 
Confequence,  at  leaft,  to  keep  Meafures  and  not  break 
with  the  King.  They  gave  Him  the  Pretence,  which 
He  feized  very  readily,  of  raifing  and  keeping  up  a 
Jlanding  Army.  But,  in  the  Event,  they  forwarded  our 
Deliverance  from  all  the  Dangers,  to  which  we  were  ex- 
pofed,  Under  his  Government,  by  precipitating  his  At- 
tempt againft  our  Religion  and  Liberty.  The  fame 
Day,  that  the  News  *f  the  Invafion  in  Scotland  was 
communicated  to  the  Parliament  here,  the  Commons 
voted  that  great  Revenue,  which  They  gave  Him,  and 
gave  Him  for  Life.  After  tbefe  Invajtons  were  over, 
They  voted  a  Supply,  which  was  intended  for  the 
Charge  of  maintaining  the  additional  Forces.  They  of- 
fer'd  to  pafsa  Law  for  indemnifying  hisPeft/H?  Officers 
from  the  Penalties  They  had  incurr'd  ;  and  to  capaci- 
tate fuch  others  as  He  Ihould  name  in  a  Lift  to  be  givcu 
to  the  Houfe.  In  fliort,  They  fufter'd  Themfelves  to  be 
drawn  to  the  Brink  of  the  Precipice  ;  but  there  They 
ftopp'd.  They  would  neither  give  Him  the  wholeStip- 
ply  of  1, 200,000  1.  which  He  ask'd,  nor  fanclify  by 
the  Authority  of  Parliament  the  Practice  of  keeping  up 
a  Jlanding  Army  in  Time  of  Peace  ;  but  rejected  the 
Words  moved  for  that  Purpofe.  They  would  neither 
repeal  the  Teft  and  penal  Laws  ;  nor  lubmit  to  his  dif- 
fenjirtg,  or  Jujptndingj  which  was  in  Effect  a  repealing 
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Power;  That  is,  They  would  not  caft  Themfelves 
headlong  down  the  Precipice  ;  and  becaufe  They  would 
not,  He  quarell'd  with  them;  loft  the  700,000!. 
They  had  voted,  rather  than  fuffer  Thern  to  fit  any 
longer;  and  never  met  Them -more. 

Things  haften'd  now  to  a  Decifion.  The  King's 
Defigns  were  openly  avow'd,  and  defperately  pufh'd. 
The  Church  of  England  oppofed  them,  with  the  ut- 
moir.  Vigour.  The  Diffentcrs  were  cajoled  by  the 
Court ;  and  They,  who  had  been  ready  to  take  Arms 
againft  King  Charles,  becaufe  He  was  unwilling  to  ex- 
clude his  Brother,  and  vvho  had  taken  Arms  againft 
this  Prince,  fince  He  was  on  the  Throne,  became  the 
Abettors  of  his  Ufurpations.  It  were  eafy  to  prove 
This,  even  by  Bifhop  Burncfs  Account,  as  much  as 
That  is  foften'd;  and  if  the  Excufes,  which  have 
been  made  for  their  Silence  againtt  Popery,  in  this  criti- 
cal Moment,  or  for  their  approving  and  encouraging 
the  Exerciie  of  a  difpznjing  Power,  are  to  be  received, 
one  may  undertake  to  excufc,  on  the  fame  Principles 
of  Reafoning,  all  thofe  Inftances  of  Mifconduft  in  the 
Church  Party,  which  I  have  prefumed  to  cenfure  fb 
freely.  But  the  Truth  is,  thefe  "Excufes  are  frivolous. 
I  could  quote  fome,  that  are  even  burlcfque.  Lee 
us  reverence  Truth  therefore,  and  condemn  the  Dtffen- 
ters  as  frankly,  on  this  Occafion,  as  we  have  condemn'd 
the  Members  of  the  Church  of  England  on  others. 

The  Revolution  loon  follow 'd.  Many  of  the  mofl 
diftinguiflied  Tories,  fome  of  Thofe,  who  had  carried 
higheft  the  Doftrines  of  Pajfive  Obedience  and  Ntm-Re- 
Jiftance,  were  engaged  in  it ;  and  the  whole  Nation 
v.-as  ripe  for  it.  The  Whig*  were  zealous  in  the  farre 
Caufe;  but  their  Zeal  was  not  fuch  as,  I  think,  it  h;;d 
been  fome  Years  before ;  a  7,cal  without  Knowledge ;  I 
j'nean,  that  it  was  better  tcmper'd,  and  more  prudent'y 
conduced.  Tho'  the  King  was  not  the  better  for  1  is 
Experience,  Parties  were.  Both  faw  their  Error?. 
The  Tories  flopn'd  Jhort  in  the  Purfuit  cf  a  bad  Priiui' 

VOL.  XII.  *  G  p/e. 


^4        ^h*  CRAFTSMAN.      N°  391-., 

pie.  The  Whigs  reform'd  the  Abufeofa  good  one.  Both 
had  facrificed  their  Country  to  their  Party.  Both  facrific- 
ed,  on  this  Occafion,  their  Party  to  their  Country.  When 
the  Tories  and  the  Whigs  were  thus  coalited,  the  lat- 
ter Hood  no  longer  in  Need  of  any  adventitious  Help. 
If  They  did  not  refufe  the  Afliftance  of  Thofe,  who 
h^id  weaken'd  their  Caufe  more  by  the  Jealoufies  and 
Fears,  to  which  They  gave  both  Occafion  and  Pre- 
tence, than  They  had  Itrengthen'd  it  by  their  Numbers ; 
yet  They  fuffered  them  to  have  no  Influence  in  their 
Council?,  no  Direction  of  their  Conduft.  The  Caufe 
of  Liberty  was  no  longer  made  the  Caufe  of  a  Party, 
by  being"  fet  on  fuch  a  Bottom,  and  pufh'd  in  fuch  a 
Manner,  as  one  Party  alone  approved.  The  Revolution 
was  plainly  defign'd  to  reftore  and  fecure  our  Govern- 
ment, Ecclefiaftical  and  Civil,  on  true  Foundations; 
and  whatever  might  happen  to  the  King,  there  was  no 
Room  to  fufpeft  any  Change  of  the  Conftitution.  There 
xvere  Some,  indeed,  concern'd  in  this  great  and  glorious 
Undertaking,  who  had  obflinately  preferred,  or  light- 
ly taken  up,  the  Republican  and  other  Whimfies,  that 
reign'd  in  the  Days  of  Ufurpation  and  Confufion.  If 
They  could  have  prevailed,  and  it  was  no  Fault  of 
theirs  They  did  not,  the  Coalition  of  Parties  had  been 
broken ;  and,  inftead  of  a  Revolution,  we  might  have 
had  a  civil  War ;  perhaps,  not  even  the  fad  Chance 
for  our  Religion  and  Liberty.  But  this  Leven  was  io 
near  worn  out,  that  it  could  neither  corrupt,  nor  fcem 
any  longer  to  corrupt  the  Mafs  of  the  Whig  Party. 
The  Party  never  had  been  Presbyterians,  nor  Rcpub- 
Ktans,  any  more  than  They  had  been  Quakers ;  any 
more  than  the  Tory  Party  had  been  Papifts,  when,  not- 
withftanding  their  Averfion  to  Popery,  They  were 
undeniably  under  the  accidental  Influence  of  Popijb 
Councils.  But  even  the  Appearances  were  now  rectified. 
The  Revolution.,  was  a  Fire,  which  purged  oft'  the 
Drols  of  both  Parties,  and  the  Drofs  being  puiged 
off,  They  appcar'd  to  be- the  lame  Metal,  and  anlwer'd 
the  fame  Standard. 

J  ftull 
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I  fhall  deliver  my  Thoughts,  on  Tome  other  Occafi- 
on  concerning  the  Diiputes,  thatarofe  about  the  Settle- 
ment of  the  Crown,  after  the  Revolution ;  and  fhew,  if 
I  do  not  very  much  deceive  Myfelf,  that  no  Argument 
can  be  drawn  from  thence  ag'ainlt  any  Thing  I  have 
advanced. 

O.  I  am,  S  I  R,  Sec. 


°  3P3»  SATURDAY,  Jan.\^  1733-4. 

We  fame  Subjeft  continued. 
To  CALEB  D'ANVERS,  Efa. 
SIR, 

H  E  flavifli  P  rinciples  of  Paffive  Obedi- 
ence and  Non-Refeftance ,  which  had 
fculk'd  perhaps  in  fome  old  Homily  be- 
fore King  Jama  the  lit,  but  were  talk'd, 
written  and  preach'd  into  Vogue  in  that 
inglorious  Reign,  and  in  Thofe  of  his 
three  Succeflbrs,  were  renounced  at  the  Revolution  by 
the  laft  of  the  ieveral  Partiti,  who  declared  for  them. 
Not  only  the  Laity,  but  the  Clergy  embraced  and  co- 
operated in  the  Deliverance,  which  the  Prince  of  Orange 
brought  Them.  Some  of  our  Prelate*  join'd  to  invite 
Him  over.  Their  Brethren  refufed  to  fign  an  Abhor- 
rence of  this  Invitation.  The  Univerfity  of  Qxfcrd 
ofler'd  Him  their  Plate,  and  aflbciatcd  for  Him  againil 
their  King.  In  one  Word,  the  Conduct  of  the  Tories, 
at  this  Crifis,  was  fuch  as  might  have  inclined  a  Man 
to  think  They  had  never  held  Refinance  unlawful,  but 
G  2  had 
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had  only  differ'd  with  the  Whigs  about  the  Degree  of 
Oppreffion,  or  of  Danger,  which  it  was  neceffary  to 
wait,  in  order  to  fan&ify  Rejijlance.  Now,  it  may  ap- 
pear at  firft  a  little  ftrange  that  theje  Principles,  which 
had  always  gone  Hand  in  Hand  with  Thoie  of  the 
divine,  hereditary,  indefiaxable  Right  of  Kings,  which 
were  juft  as  well  founded  in  Reafon,  in  Support  of  which 
the  Example  of  the  primitive  Cbriftians  might  be  pom- 
poufly  cited,  and  to  countenance  which  fome  Texts  of 
the  Bible  might  be  pioufly  ftrain'd,  would  not  keep 
their  Hold,  and  maintain  their  Influence,  as  well  as 
the  ethers. 

This  Attachment  to  hereditary  Right  will  appear  the 
more  ftrange,  if  We  confider  what  Regard  was  fhewn, 
at  this  Time,  to  the  Difficulties  They,  who  had  pawn'd 
Themfelves,  as  it  were,  for  the  Principle,  would  be  un- 
der, when  They  came  to  concur  in  eltablifliing  a  Settle- 
ment repugnant  to  it.  That  great  and  folemn  Reiolu- 
tion,  about  the  Abdication,  of  King  James,  and  the 
Vacancy  of  the  Throne,  might  have  been  exprefs'd  in 
Terms  much  ftronger  and  plainer  than  it  was.  I  have 
heard  there  were  Perlons,  who  had  a  Mind  it  mould  be 
fo ;  and  who,  more  attach'd  to  the  Honour,  That  is  • 
the  Humour  of  Patty,  than  to  the  national Intereft,  in 
this  great  Event,  would  have  turn'd  this  Refolution,  as 
well  as  the  Declaration  of  the  Prince  of  Orange,  to  a 
more  exprefs  Approbation  of  the  Whig,  and  a  more  ex- 

Ecfs  Condemnation  of  the  T^ry  Tenets  and  Conduct, 
it  a  wiier  and  honeflcr  Conficteration  prevail'd.  In- 
iread  of  creeling  the  new  Government  on  the  narrow 
foundations  of  Part^  Syftems,  the  Foundations  of  it 
were  laid  as  wide,  and  made  as  comprehenfive,  as  they 
could  be.  No  Man,  I  believe,  at  this  Time  thinks  that 
the  Vote  aflerted  -too  little ;  arid  finely  there  was  no 
Colour  of  Reafon  on  the  Side  of  Thole,  who  cavill'd 
againft  it,  at  that  Time,  for  aflerting  too  much. 

The  Difputes  about  the  Words  abdicate,  or  defert> 
md  about  chc  Vatancy  of  the  Throne t  were  in  Truth 

fitter 
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fitter  for  a  School  than  an  Houfe  of  Parliament,  and 
might  have  been  expefted  in  feme  Aflembly  of  Pedants, 
where  young  Students  exercifed  The^mfelves  in  Difpu- 
tation,  but  not  in  fuch  an  auguft  Aflembly  as  That  of 
the  Lords  and  Commons,  met  in  folemn  Conference  upon 
the  moft  important  Occaiion.  The  Truth  is  that  They, 
who  form'd  the  Oppofition,  were  reduced  to  maintain 
ftrange  Paradoxes ;  ftranger,  in  my  Opinion,  than  moft 
of  Thofe,  which  caft  fo  much  Ridicule  on  the  Stoicks 
of  old.  Thus,  for  Inftance,  They  were  forced  to  ad- 
mit that  an  opprefi'd  People  might  feek  their  Remedy  in 
Refinance-,  for  They  had  fought  it  there  Themfelves ; 
and  yet,  They  oppofed  making  Uie  of  the  only  Remedy, 
which  could  effectually  fecure  Them  againft  Returns 
of  the  fume  Opprejfion,  when  Refiflance  had  put  it  in 
their  Power,  as  OppreJJion  had  given  Them  a  Right  to 
ufe  th'n  Remedy.  Surely  This  mull  appear  a  Paradox, 
and  a  very  abiurd  one  too,  if  We  coniider  that  Refiji- 
ance,  in  all  fuch  Cafes,  is  the  Mean,  and  future  Securi- 
ty the  End-,  and  that  the  former  is  impertinent,  nay 
wicked  in  the  highe!l  Degree,  if  it  be  not  employ'd  to 
obtain  the  latter.  Thus  again,  die.  fame  Men  declared 
Themfelves  willing  to  fecure  the  Nation  againft  the  Re- 
turn of  King  James  to  that  Throne,  which  He  had 
abdicated;  or,  according  to  Them,  dejlrtedi  nay,  fome 
of  Them  were  ready,  if  We  may  credit  the  Anecdotes 
of  that  Time,  to  proceed  to  fuch  extream  Relbliitions, 
as  woald  have  been  more  effectual,  than  julliliable  in 
the  Eyes  of  Mankind  ;  and  yet  They  could  not  pre- 
vail on  their  fcrupulous  Confcicnccs  to  declare  the  Tbronf 
vacant.  They  had  concurr'd  in  the  Vote,  that  it  was 
inconfijlfnt  with  the  Laws,  Liiirtifs  and  Religion  of 
E -island  ts  hate  a  Papilt  rule  srvr  tbf  Kingdom.  King 
James  had  follow'd  the  pious  Example  of  Sigifr.tnJ, 
who,  not  concent  to  lofe  the  Crown  of  Swfa\n  Himjelf 
for  his  Religion,  had  carried  his  Sen  away,  that  "He 
might  be  bred  a  Papift,  and  lorc  it  too;  and  yet  They 
maintain'd,  though  They  »iid  not  exprcfly  name  Him, 
G  3  that 
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that  if  the  Throne  was  then,  or  mould  be  at  any  Time 
vacant  of  the  Father,  it  muft  be  reputed  inftantaneoufly 
full  of  the  Son,  upon  the  Foundation  of  this  filly  Axiom, 
that  the  King  never  dies.     According  to  this  Law,  and 
thefe  Politicks,  King  James  and  his  Succeffors,  to  the 
twentieth  Generation,  might  have  continued  abroad,  a 
Race   of   Royal   Exiles,  preferving    their   indefeazable 
Right  to  govern,  but  debarred  from  the  Exercij'e  of  it ; 
whilft   the  Nation  continued,   during  all  this  Time, 
from  Century  to  Century,  under  the  Dominion  of  Re- 
gents, with   regal  Authority,    but  without  any    regal 
Right;  an  excellent  Expedient  fure  to  keep  the  Mo- 
narchy in  an  hereditary  Succcffiox  !  But  there  remained 
none  better,  on  the  Principles  of  thefe  Men  ;  fince  the 
Prince  of  Orange  had  committed  the  fatal  Overfight  of 
neglecling  to  conquer  the  Nation.     His  Sword  would 
have  cut  the  Gordian  Knot  of  hereditary  Right,  and 
They  could  have  fubmitted  with  fafe  Confciences  to  a 
Conqueror.     But  to  give  the  Crown  to  a  Prince,  though 
They  had  put  the  whole  Adminlftratlon  into  his  Hands ; 
which,   by   the   Way,  was  High  Treafvn,  unlefs   the 
Throne  was,  what  They  deny'd  it  to  be,  actually  va- 
cant ;    to  give  the  Crown  I  fay,   to   a  Prince,   who 
•would  not  take    it,    when   it  was   in   his  Power  to 
take    it ,   without    their  Confint ;     to    fettle  a    new 
Government  by   Agreement  and   Compaff,    when  the 
glorious  Opportunity  of  (-ftablifhing  it  by  Force  and 
Conqucft  had  been  unhappiiy  loft;  Thefe  were  Propo- 
fitioiu,  to  which  They  could  not  confent.    King  James 
had  violated  the  fundamental  Law?,  which  He  had 
promifed  over  and  over  and  fworn  to  maintain.     He 
had  fhewn  by  his  firft  Efcape,  when  nothing  was  more 
impofed  on  Him  than  to  wait  the  Rciblutions  of  a  free 
Parliament,  that  He  would  renounce  his  Crown  rather 
than  fubmit  to  fecure  effectually  the  Obfervation  of  thefe 
Law?.     He  had  made  a  fecond  Efcape,  which  was  vo1 
luntary  as  well  as  the  Jirji,  and  made  on  the  iame  Prin- 
ciple, againft  the  Intreades  of  1m  Frieiulf,  at  the  Jntti- 
gation  of  the  fame  Coutnih  as  had  directed  his  former 

Con- 
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Condud,  and  on  a  Letter  from  the  Queen,  claiming  his 
Promife  to  do  fo.  Notwithftanding  all  thefe  Reafons, 
They,  who  maintain'd  the  hereditary  Right  of  our  Kings, 
reduced  Themfelves,  and  would  have  reduced  their 
Country,  to  the  abfurd  Neceflity  of  altering  the  Con- 
ftittuion,  under  Pretence  of  preferving  it.  No  King, 
except  a  Stuart,  was  to  reign  over  Us.  But  We  might 
eftabli/h  a  Doge,  a  Lord^lrcbon,  a  Regent ;  and  thus 
thefe  warm  AfTertors  of  Monarchy,  refufing  to  beS/azvs, 
contended  to  be  Republicans.  Many  more  Paradoxes 
ef  equal  Extravagance  might  be  cited,  which  were  ad- 
vanced diredlly,  or  which  refulted  plainly  from  the  Ar- 
guments employ'd  on  one  Side  of  the  Queftion  in  thofc 
Difputes.  But  the  Inftances  I  have  cited  may  fuffice  for 
our  prefent  Purpofe,  and  may  ferve  to  fliew  that  al- 
though Difficulties  hard  to  folve  in  Speculation,  or  to 
remove  in  Practice,  will  arife  in  the  Purfuit  of  the  moft 
rational  Principles ;  yet  fuch  Absurdities  as  Thefe  can 
never  arife,  except  from  the  moft  irrational,  and  always 
muft  ariie  from  fuch. 

If  the  Perfons,  who  maintain'd  this  divine,  hereditary 
indefeazable  Right  of  our  Kings,  had  thought  fit  to  drop 
thefe  Principles,  when  They  laid  afide  Thofe  of  Paffive 
Obedience  and  Non-ReJiJtance,  and  no  tolerable  Reafon 
can  be  given  why  They  did  not,  their  Conduft  would 
have  been  confident  and  uniform  on  this  great  Occafion  j 
and  this  Confiftency  and  Uniformity  would  have  been 
productive  of  great  Good,  by  taking  away  at  once  even 
the  Appearances  of  all  political  Divinon  in  the  Bulk  of 
the  Nation.  But  whilft  They  labour'd  to  reconcile 
their  prefent  Ccndufl  to  their  antlent  Syjtcm,  They  were 
true  to  neither.  They  had  gone  much  farther  than  This 
would  allow,  and  then  They  refufed  to  go  as  far  as  the 
ether  required,  in  order  to  be  fafe,  and  therefore  in  or- 
der to  be  jullified.  They  loft  every  Kind  of  Merit; 
the  chimerical  Merit  of  adhering  to  a  Set  of  filly  Prin- 
ciples ;  the  real  Merit  of  facrificing  their  Prejudices  to 
the  compleat  Deliverance  of  their  Country  horn  the  re- 
cent 
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cent  Danger  of  Popery  and  arbitrary  Power.  Nay, 
They  did  worfe ;  for  the  mifchievous  Confequences  of 
their  Conduct  were  not  hurtful  to  Them  alone,  and  at 
that  Time  alone,  but  to  the  Publick,  and  even  down  to 
ihefe  Times.  They  furnifh'd  Pretence  to  Faftions,  who 
kept  up  a  Divifion  under  the  old  Names,  when  the 
Differences  were  really  extinguifh'd  by  the  Conduct  of 
both  Parties  j  becaufe  the  Conduct  of  both  Parties  was 
no  longer  conformable  to  the  Principles  imputed  to 
Them.  The  Tories  had  no  longer  any  Pretence  of  fear- 
ing the  Defigns  of  the  Whigs ;  fince  the  Wbigs  had  fuf- 
ficiently  purged  Themfelvcs  from  all  Sufpicion  of  Re- 
publican Views,  by  their  Zeal  to  continue  monarchical 
Government,  and  of  Latitudinarian  Schemes  in  Point  of 
Religion,  by  their  ready  Concurrence  in  preserving  our 
Ecclejiaftical  Eftablijbment,  and  by  their  infilling  on 
nothing  farther,  in  favour  of  the  Diflenters,  than  that 
Indulgence,  which  the  Church  was  moft  willing  to 
grant.  The  Whigs  had  as  little  Pretence  of  fearing  the 
Tories ;  fince  the  Tories  had  purged  Themfelves,  in  the 
moft  fignal  Manner,  from  all  Sufpicion  of  favouring 
Popery,  or  arbitrary  Power,  by  the  vigorous  Rcfiilance 
They  made  to  both.  They  had  engaged,  They  had 
taken  the  Lead  in  the  Revolution,  and  They  were  fully 
determined  againft  the  Return  of  King  James.  The 
real  Eflences  of  Whig  and  Tory  were  thus  deftroy'd  ;  but 
the  nominal  were  preferved,  and  have  done  fince  that 
Time  a  good  Part  of  the  Mifchief,  which  ihe  real  did 
before.  The  Oppofition  made  to  the  Settlement  of  the 
Crown  brought  This  about.  An  over-curious  Enquiry 
into  the  Motives  of  this  Oppofition  would  be  a  Task 
t  >o  invidious  for  Me  to  undertake.  Something  however 
may  be  faid  upon  it.  We  may  fay  in  general,  without 
Offence,  \\\rt  private  Ambition  mingled  itfelf  early  in  the 
great  and  national  Concerns  of  the  Revolution ;  and  that 
it  did  Ib  more,  as  the  Profpcft  of  a  nctu  Settlement,  and 
of  the  Elevation  of  the  Prince  of  Orange  approach'd. 
Expectations  were  raifed ;  Difappointmcius  were  given, 
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or  forefcen ;  and  a  Variety  of  Motives  of  the  fame 
Kind  began  to  influence  very  ftrongly  the  Conduft  of 
the  principal  Afters.  Some  endeavour'd  to  lay  the 
Foundations  of  their  Fortune  by  Demonftrations  or* 
a  perfonal  Attachment  to  the  Prince;  which  were 
carried  on,  I  doubt,  a  little  too  independently  of  the 
Regard  due  to  their  Country,  in  fome  Cafes ;  particu- 
larly, if  I  miftake  not,  in  That  of  the  Declaration  of 
Rights',  of  which  We  may  pronounce,  and  Experience 
will  juftify  us,  that  it  was  too  loofe,  too  imperfect,  and 
nothing  lefsthan  proportionable  to  the  Importance  of  the 
Occafion,  and  the  favourable  Circumftances  of  the  Con- 
junftuie.  Others  there  were,  who  imagined  that  the 
fhorteft  and  fureft  Way  for  Them  to  iake,  in  Purfuit  of 
the  fame  View,  was  to  make  Themfelvcs  considerable 
by  Oppojition,  to  form  a  Partv,  and  maintain  a  Struggle 
for  perjotial  Power,  under  Pretence  and  Umbrage  of 
Principle.  This  was,  without  Doubr,  the  .Motive  of 
fome  particular,  leading  Men ;  and  could  not  be,  at 
leaft  at  firft,  the  Motive  of  Numbers.  But  there  \vas 
aneii-ir  M/.tr,  which  cafily  became  That  of  Numbers, 
becauie  it  arofe  out  of  a  Fund  common  to  all  Men,  the 
Perverfity  of  human  Nature,  according  to  an  Obferva- 
tion  made  in  one  of  thefe  Papers.  Whilft  the  Event 
of  the  Prince  of  Grangers  Expedition  was  undecided, 
Men  remain'd  under  the  full  Influence  of  their  Tears, 
which  had  determined  Them  to  aft  againft  their  Pre- 
judices. But  when  the  Revolution  was  fecure,  and 
thefe  Fears  were  calm'd,  thefe  Prejudice!  refumed,  in 
fome  Degree,  their  former  Power,  and  the  more  for 
being  revived  and  encouraged  by  Men  of  Reputation 
and  Authority,  who  argued  for  fome,  and  might  as 
reafonably  have  argued  for  all  the  Errors,  in  Con  tra- 
dition to  which  moft  of  Them  had  afted,  nay,  and 
were  ready  to  aft.  With  fuch  Views,  and  by  fuch 
Means,  were  many  brought,  at  this  Time,  to  entangle 
Themfelves  in  a  Maze  of  inextricable  Abfurdhies. 
Had  They  own'd  candidly  and  fairly,  that  their  Prin- 
ciples, 
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ciples,  as  well  as  Thofe  of  the  Whig*,  were  carried  too 
high  in  the  former  Difputes  of  Parties,  and  that  theft 
Pi  ttitiples  could  not  be  true,  fince  They  found  Them- 
lelves  aftually  in  a  Situation,  wherein  it  \vas  not  poffi- 
ble  to  aft  agreeably  to  them  without  manifelt  Abfurdity, 
the  Diftinclion,  as  well  as  the  Difference,  of  Whig 
and  Tory  had  been  at  an  End.  But  contrary  Meafures 
produced  a  contrary  Effecl.  They  kept  up  the  Appear- 
ances, and  They  could  keep  up  no  more,  of  a  Wkig 
and  a  Tory  Party,  and  with  thefe  Appearances  a  great 
Part  of  the  old  Animofity.  The  two  Names  were 
founded  about  the  Nation  ;  and  Men,  who  faw  the 
fame  Enfigns  flying,  were  not  wife  enough  to  perceive, 
or  not  honeft  enough  to  own,  that  the  fame  Caufe  was 
no  longer  concern'd ;  but  lifted  Themfelves  on  either 
Side,  as  their  Prejudices  at  firft,  and  their  Inclinations, 
or  other  Motives,  which  arofe  in  the  Progrefs  of  their 
Contefts,  directed  Them  afterwards;  Whigs  very  often 
under  the  Tory  Standard;  Tories  very  often  under  the 
Whig  Standard. 

This  general  Reprefentation,  which  I  have  made  of 
the  State  of  Parties  at  the  Revolution,  is,  I  am  verily 
perfuaded,  exaftly  juft  ;  and  it  might  be  fupportcd  by 
many  particular  Proofs,  that  I  chufe  rather  to  fuggeft, 
than  to  mention.  But  if  any  Doubt  remains,  let  us 
analyfe  the  feveral  Parties  of  that  Time  a  little  more, 
reduce  them  to  their  fir/I  and  real  Principles,  and  then 
pronounce  whether  We  find  the  Whig,  or  the  Tory 
Party,  fubfrfting  among  Them. 

Iti  the  firft  Place  then  there  was  a  Party,  that  con- 
curr'd  in  making  the  new  Settlement ;  a  Party,  that  pre- 
vail'd  in  Parliament,  and  was  by  much  the  Majority  of 
the  Nation  out  of  it.  Were  the  Whigs  this  Majority  ? 
Was  this  Party  a  Whig  Party  ?  No  Man  will  preiume 
to  affirm  fo  notorious  an  Untruth.  The  Whigs  were 
far  from  the  being  this  Majority;  and  King  James  muft 
have  dyed  on  the  Throne,  if  the  Tories  had  not  con- 
curr'd  to  place  the  Prince  of  Orange  there  in  his  ftead. 

Was 
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Was  this  Parry  a  Tory  Party  then  ?  Certainly  no. 
The  Whigs  had  been  zealous  in  the  fame  Caufe,  and 
had  contributed  to  make  it  fuccefsful  by  their  Temper, 
as  well  as  their  Zeal ;  by  waiting  the  Time  of  the 
Tories,  or  rather  the  Maturity  of  the  Conjuncture,  and 
by  moderating  their  Principles  and  their  Conduft,  in 
Favour  of  that  Coalition,  without  which  the  Revolution 
could  have  fucceeded  no  more  than  the  Exclujion  did . 
We  find  then  here  neither  a  Whig,  nor  a  Tory  Party ; 
for  in  Coalitions  of  this  Kind,  where  two  Parties  are 
melted,  as  it  were,  into  one,  neither  of  them  can  be 
laid,  with  Truth  and  Propriety,  to  exift. 

There  was  another  Party  direftly  oppofite  to  This ;  a 
certain  Number  of  Men,  on  whom  the  original  Taint, 
tranfmitted  down  from  King  James  the  i  ft,  remained 
ftill  in  the  full  Strength  of  its  Malignity.  Thefe  Men 
adhered  to  tbofe  Principles,  in  the  natural  Senfe  and  full 
Extent  of  them,  which  the'  Tories  had  profefs'd.  But 
yet,  the  Tories  having  renounced  tbefe  Principles,  or 
diftinguifh'd  Themfelves  out  of  any  Obligation  to  ob- 
ferve  them,  this  inconfiderable  Faction  could  not  be 
deem'd  the  Tory  Party,  but  received  the  Name  of  Ja- 
(obite  with  more  Propriety. 

Two  other  Parties  there  were  at  this  Time,  foim'd 
on  one  common  Principle,  but  widely  different  how- 
ever, by  the  different  Confequences  They  drew  from  it. 
The  Principle  I  mean  is  That  contain'd  in  the  Di- 
ftinftion  of  a  King  de  Jure,  and  a  King  de  Faflo. 
The  famous  Statute  of  Henry  the  jth  authorized  this 
Diftinftion.  The  Statute  was  defign'd  principally,  no 
doubt,  for  the  Advantage  of  the  Subjefts,  that  They 
might  be  fafe,  whichever  Side  prevailed  in  an  Age, 
when  the  epidemical  Folly  of  fighting  for  different 
Pretenders  had  fpilt  Oceans  of  Blood  on  the  Scaffold, 
as  well  as  in  the  Field  ;  and  yet  the  Statute  was  defign'd 
for  the  Service  of  Kings  de  Faflo  too,  and  particularly 
of  Henry  the  yth.  The  Author  of  hereditary  Rijbt 
ffferted  would  have  us  believe  otherwife ;  and  yet  furcly 
nothing  can  be  more  evident  than  This,  that  if  King 
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Henry  thefeventh's  Right  had  been  as  unqueftionable  as 
He  fuppofes,  and  I  prefume  to  deny  that  it  was,  yet 
He  would  have  been  declared  a  King  de  Fa  ftp  only,  tf 
the  Intrigues  of  the  Dutchefs  of  Burgundy,  and  the 
Faftion  of  York  had  fucceeded ;  and  coniequently  this 
Provifion  for  the  Safety  of  his  Adherents,  in  that 
poffible  Contingency,  gave  Strength  to  Him,  as  it  would 
have  given  Strength  to  any  other  Prince,  whilft  it  at- 
tach'd  his  Adherents  to  Him  by  the  apparent  Security 
it  provided ;  for  this  Author  contends  that  it  did  not 
eftablifh  a  real  Security,  and  advifes  us  to  fufpcnd  our 
Judgment  on  the  Validity  of  this  Statute,  till  We  fee 
what  the  Opinion  of  Parliament,  or  the  Judges,  may  be, 
whenever  a  King  de  Jure  fhall  difpoffefs  a  King  de 
faflo.  He  refers  us  ad  Calendar  Grteeas. 

But  there  are  two  Obfervations  to  be  made  to  our 
prefent  Purpofe  on  this  Statute,  which  feem  to  Me  na- 
tural and  plain.  Fir  ft,  it  confounds  in  Efteft  the  very 
Diltinclion  it  feems  to  make ;  fince  it  fecures  alike,  and 
by  fecuring  alike  authorizes  alike  Thofe,  who  adhere  to 
the  King  de  Jure,  and  Thole,  who  adhere  to  the  King 
de  FaRo,  provided  They  adhere  to  the  King  in  Po/cjjtsrt. 
Secondly,  it  was  contrived  to  binder  People,  according  to 
my  Lord  Bacon's  Senfe  of  it,  from  lulling  Tbemfehes 
in  prying  into  the  Kings  Title,  and  that  Subjefts  might 
not  trouble  Tbemfelves  with  Enquiries  into  the  Juftnefs  of 
the  King's  Tit/f,  or  Quarrel.  Now,  upon  the  Founda- 
tion of  this  Diftinftion,  and  this  Statute,  thus  under- 
ftood,  They,  who  demurr'd  on  the  Settlement  of  the 
Crotvn,  at  the  Revolution,  might  plaufibly,  though  1 
think  very  unreasonably,  refolve  neither  to  vote,  nor  aft 
Themfelves  againft  thofe  Maxims  and  Principles,  which 
They  had  entertained  and  profefs'd,  as  Maxims  of  Law, 
and  Principles  of  the  Conftitution,  and  yet  refolve  to 
fubmit  fincerely,  and  adhere  faithfully  to  a  new  E/ia- 
blijbment,  when  it  was  once  made.  But  the  other  of  the 
two  Parties  I  mention'd  drew  from  the  fame  Principle, 
of  diftinguifhing  between  a  King  de  Faflo  and  a  King 
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de  Jure,  a  very  different  Conclufion.  They  acknow- 
ledged one  King,  and  held  their  Allegiance  Hill  due  to 
another.  They  bound  Themfelves  by  Oath  to  preferve 
a  Settlement,  which  They  pretended  Themlelves  in  Con- 
Icience  obliged  to  fubvert.  This  was  to  jultify  Perfdy  ; 
to  fandlify  Perjuryi  to  remove  the  iacred  Boundaries  of 
Right  and  Wrong ;  and,  as  far  as  IE  Them  lay,  to  teach 
Mankind  to  call  Good  evil,  and  Evil  gnod. 

Such  were  the  three  Divifions,  into  which  Men  broke 
at  the  Revolution,  in  oppofing  the  Settlement  then  made; 
whilft  the  great  Body  of  the  Nation  concurr'd  in  it, 
and  Whig  and  Tory  form'd  in  Reality  but  one  Party* 
The  firft  tf  thefe  Divifions  continued,  and  became  a 
Fa  ft  ion 'in  the  State,  bat  ruade  no  Profelytes,  and  is 
worn  out  by  Time.  The  Principle  of  \hcfecond  was 
wrong,  but  it  could  not  be  reputed  dangerous,  whillr. 
it  lafted,  and  it  feems  to  have  been  built  on  fo  narrow 
and  flippery  a  Foundation,  that  it  did  not  continue  long 
in  Force.  I  may  be  the  more  bold  in  aflerting  This, 
fince  if  We  look  back  to  the  ./Era  of  the  Revolution,  and 
to  the  Times,  which  follow'd,  We  lhall  find  among 
Thofe,  who  voted  for  a  Regent,  not  a  King,  on  the 
Abdication  of  King  James,  fome  jllufhious  Perfons, 
who  ferved  King  William  faithfully,  who  adhered  in- 
violably to  our  new  EJlabliftment,  and  who  have  been 
diftinguim'd  Friends  of  the  SuctiJ/tcn,  that  hath  now 
taken  Place.  That  there  have  been  Perfons,  who  de- 
ferve  to  be  rank'd  under  the  third  Head*  is  too  noto- 
rious to  be  deny'd;  but  I  perfuade  myfelf  that  this  Di- 
v.fion  hath  cpnfifted  always  of  a  flux  Body.  On  oiic 
Hand,  it  is  icarce  pofllble  to  believe  that  any  Number1" 
of  Men  fhould  be  fo  hardened,  as  to  avow  to  Thern- 
iclves,  and  to  one  another,  the  a£ting  and  perfiiling  to 
aft  on  a  Principle  fo  repugnant  to  every  Notion 
and  Sentiment,  that  harbour  in  the  Breafls  of  focial 
Creatures.  On  the  other,  We  know  how  the  Sallies 
and  Tranfports  of  Party,  on  fome  Occafion?,  can 
hurry  even  reafonable  Men  to  aft  on  the  moft  abfurd, 
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and  honeft  Men  to  ad  on  the  moft  unjuftifiable  Princi- 
ples, or  both  one  and  the  other  on  no  Principles  at  all, 
according  as  the  Object,  which  the  prevailing  Paffion 
prefents  to  Them,  directs.  This  hath  been  the  Cafe  of 
many,  fmce  the  'Revolution ;  and  there  are  fome  of  all 
Sides,  I  believe,  ftill  alive,  fure  I  am  that  there  were 
fome  a  few  Years  ago,  who  know  that  no  Side  is  abfo- 
lutely  unexceptionable  in  this  Refpeft.  O. 


SATURDAY,  Jan.  19,  1733-4. 

The  fame  Subjeft  tontinued. 
To   CALEB    D'ANVERS,    Efp 
SIR, 

U  T  whatever  the  State  of  Parties  was 
at  the  Revolution,  and  for  fome  Time 
afterwards,  the  Settlement  made  at  tnat 
Time  having  continued,  that  State  of 
Parties  hath  .changed  gradually,  though 
flowly,  and  hath  received  at  length,  ac- 
cording to  the  neceflary  Courfe  of  Things,  a  total  Al- 
teration. This  Alteration  would  have  been  iooner 
wrought,  if  the  Attempt  I  have  mention'd,  to  defend 
Principles  no  longer  defenftblc,  had  not  furnifli'd  the 
Occafion  and  Pretence  to  keep  up  the  Appearances  of  a 
Tory  and  a  Whig  Party.  Some  of  Tiiofc,  who  had 
been  called  Tories,  furnifh'd  this  Pretence.  They,  who 
had  been  cali'd  Wbigs,  feized  and  improved  it.  The 
Advantages  to  tne  Side,  the  Difadvantages  to  the  other, 
the  Mifchiefs  to  the  whole,  which  have  eniued.  I  need 
Dot  deduce.  It  fhall  lufiice  to  obkive,  that  thefe  Ap- 
pear - 
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pearances  were  the  more  eafy  to  be  kept  up,  becaufe 
icveral  Men,  who  had  flood  confpicuous  in  Opposition 
to  one  another  before  the  Revolution,  continued  an  Op- 
pofuion,  though  not  the  fame,  afterwards.  Frefh.  Pro- 
vocations were  daily  given,  and  frefh  Pretences  for  Di- 
vrfion  daily  taken.  Thefe  Cornells  were  prelent;  they 
recall'd  Thofe,  that  had  pail  in  the  Time  of  King 
Chirks  the  2d;  and  both  Sides  forgot  that  Union, 
which  their  common  Danger  and  their  common  Intereil 
hid  foim'd  at  the  Revolution.  Old  Reproaches  were  re- 
new'd,  new  ones  invented,  again  ft  the  Party  call'd 
Whigs,  when  They  were  as  complaifant  to  a  Court  as 
ever  the  Tories  had  been  j  againll  the  Party  call'd  Tories, 
when  They  were  as  jealous  of  pub  lick  Liberty,  and  as 
frugal  of  publick  Money,  as  ever  the  Whigs  had  been. 
Danger  to  the  Church,  on  one  Side,  and  Danger  to  the 
State,  on  the  other,  were  apprehended  from  Men,  who 
meant  no  Harm  to  either ;  for  though  DijTenttrs  mingled 
Themfelveson  one  Side,  and  Jacobites  on  the  other,  and 
notwiihllanding  ;lie  Leanings  of  ?2rlu>  in  Favour  of 
Thole,  by  whom  They  were  abetted  ;  yet  is  it  a  certain 
Truth,  that  the  Struggle  was  in  the  main  for  Power, 
not  Principle,  and  that  there  was  no  formal  Dcfign  laid, 
on  one  Side,  to  deflroy  the  Church,  nor,  on  the  other > 
the  Stjte.  The  Cavils,  which  may  be  made,  and  the 
Farts,  which  may  be  cited,  fome  of  older,  and  fome 
of  fremer  Date,  againil  what  hath  been  here  faid,  do 
rot  efcape  Me.  Men  of  Knowledge,  and  of  cool  and 
candid  Thought,  will  anfvver  one,  and  account  for  the 
other,  without  my  Help;  and  I  cannot  refolve,  for  the 
Sake  of  the  Paffionate,  nor  even  of  the  Ignorant,  to  de- 
fcend  upon  this  Subject  into  a  greater  Detail. 

I  pafs  to  Thar,  which  is  cloler  to  my  preient  PurpoJc, 
and  of  more  immediate  Uie  ;  and  I  lay  that  as  the  na- 
tural Dilpofitions  of  Men  are  alter'd  and  form'd  into 
different  moral  Characters  by  Education,  fo  the  Spirit 
of  a  Contlitution  of  Government,  which  is  confirm'd, 
improved  and  ftrengthea'd  by  the  Courfe  of  Events,  and 
H  2  efpe: 
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efpecially  by  Thofe  of  fruitlefs  Oppofuion,  in  a  long 
Traft  of  Time,  will  have  a  proportionable  Influence  on 
the  Reafoning,  the  Sentiments,  and  the  Conduft  of 
Thofe,  who  are  fubjecl  to  it.  A  different  Spirit  and  con- 
trary Prejudices  may  prevail  for  a  Time.  But  the 
Spirit  and  Principles  of  the  Conftitution  will  prevail  at 
kft.  If  one  be  unnatural,  and  the  other  abfurd,  and 
That  is  the  Cafe  in  many  Governments,  a  vigorous  Jix- 
ercife  of  Power,  fignal  Rewards,  fignal  Punifhment5, 
and  Variety  of  other  fecondary  Means,  which  in. fuch 
Conftitutions  are  never  wanting,  will  however  main- 
tain,  as  long  as  they  are  employ 'd,  both- the  Spirit  and 
the  Principles.  But  if  the  Spirit  and  Principles  of  a 
Conftitution  be  agreeable  ta  Nature,  and  the  true  Enda 
of  Government,  which  is  the  Cafe  of  the  prefent  Con- 
ftitution of  the  Britijb  Government,  they  want  no  fuch 
Means  to  make  them  prevail.  They  not  only  flourifh 
without  them,  but  they  would  fade  and  dye  away  with 
them.  As  Liberty  is  nourifh'd  and  fupported  by  fuch  a 
Spirit  and  fuch  Jrrlncipies,  fo  they  are  propagated  by 
Liberty.  Truth  and  Reafon  are  often  able  to  get  the 
better  of  Authority  in  particular  Minds ;  but  Truth  and 
Reafon,  with  Authority  on  their  Side,  will  carry  Num- 
bers, bear  down  Prejudices,  and  become  the  very 
Genius  of  a  People.  The  Progress  they  make  is  always 
fare,  but  fometimcs  not  obfervable  by  every  Eye.  Con- 
trary Prejudices  may  fcem  to  maintain  themferves  in 
Vigour,  and  thefe  Prejudices  may  be  kept  up  long  by 
Paffion  and  by  Artifice.  But  when  Truth  and  Reafon 
continue  to  aft  without  Reftraint,  a  little  fooner,  or  a 
little  later,  and  often  when  this  Turn  is  leaft  expefted, 
the  Prejudices  vanifli  at  once,  and  Truth  and  Reafon 
triumph  without  any  Rival. 

The  Conftitut.ion  of  England  had  been  feen  in  two 
very  different  Lights,  for  almoft  a  Century  before  the 
Revolution  ;  fo  that  there  is  no  Room  to  be  furprized  at 
the  great  Oppofition,  which  appcar'd  (when  the  Whig 
and  Tory  Parties,  arofe  a  very  few  Years  before  that 
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between  Principles,  which,  as  oppofite  as  they 
were,  each  Side  pretended  to  eftahlifh  on  the  Nature  of 
one  and  the  fame  Conftitution.  How  This  happen'd, 
hath  been  often  hinted,  and  I  have  not  here  Room  to 
explain  any  farther.  Let  us  be  fatisfy'd  that  it  is  no 
Jonger  the  Cafe.  Our  Conftitution  is  no  longer  a  Myfte- 
ry.  The  Power  of  the  Crown  is  now  exaftly  limited ; 
the  Chimaera  of  Prerogative  removed ;  and  the  Rights 
of  tbe  Subject  are  no  longer  problematical,  though  fome 
Things  neceflary  to  the  more  efrcclual  Security  of  them 
may  be  ftill  wanting.  Under  this  Ccnflitution,  the 
greateft  Part  of  the  Men  now  alive  were  born.  They 
lye  under  no  Pretence  of  Obligation  to  any  other,  and 
to  the  Support  of  This  They  are  bound  by  all  the  Ties 
of  Society,  and  all  the  Motives  of  Intereii. 

Let  us  prove  what  we  advance ;  and  that  We  may 
do  fb  ad  Homines,  let  us  borrow  our  Argument  from 
the  great  Champion  of  hereditary  Right.  Having  men- 
tion'd,  in  his  Introduction,  what  he  endeavours  pom- 
poufly,  but  vainly,  to  eftablifh  in  his  Book,  in  Favour 
of  hereditary  Right,  a  Prefcription  of  nine  Centuries, 
a  continual  Claim  of  five  hundred  and  ffty  Tears,  He 
attempts  to  convince  us  by  a  novel  Late,  and  a  modern 
Conftitution.  This  modern  Conftitution  rs  the  A£t  of 
Recognition,  in  the  firft  of  King  James  the  ift.  The 
Declarations  there  made,  in  Favour  of  hereditary  Right, 
are  no  Doubt  as  ftrong  as  Words  can  frame,  and  the 
Words  are  fuch  as  would  tempt  one  to  think,  by  the 
Fuftian  they  compofe,  that  his  Majefty  himfelf  had 
penn'd  them.  From  hence  it  is  concluded,  that  fince 

the  Vttos  and  Affs  of  Fathers -bind  their  Pojierity— 

This  Aft,  till  the  Sociity  hath  revoked  it  lawfully,  lays  tbe 
fame  Obligation  on  every  Member  of  the  Satiety,  as  if 

Jle  bad  perfonally  confertted  to  it. tf  this  Alt  then 

was  lawfully  revoked,  or  repeal'd,  another  novel  Law, 
contrary  to  it,  might  be  made  equally  binding  j  but 
neither  this  Ait,  nor  the  A<fl  of  the  32th  of 
the  zd,  affirming  the  Crown  to  appertain 
H  3 
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undoubted  Right  to  the  King,  his  Heirs  and  lawful  Suc- 
ceflbrs,  having  been  expreflv  repeal'd,  We  Hill  lye  un- 
der the  fame  Obligations,  and  every  Settlement,  contrary 
to  them,  and  by  Confequence  the  Settlement  made  at  the 
Revolution,  is  unlawful.     Now  I  ask,  was  not  the  Will 
of  Henry  the  8rh,  which  excluded   the  whole  Scotijb 
lane,  made  in  Pivrfuance,  and  by  the  Authority  of  an 
Aft  pafs'd  in  the  2$th  Year  of  his  Reign  ?  Hath  not 
this  Author  juftifyrd  the  Validity  of  this  Will,  much  to 
his  own  Sathfaftion,  and,   I  believe,  to  That  of  his 
Readers  ?  Was  this  Will  lawfully  revoked  ?  Was  this 
Statute  exprejly  repealrd  ?  I  ask  farther,  whether  heredi- 
tary Right,  and  the  Obligations  of  Subjefts  to  if,  could 
be  made  immutable  and  eternal,  as  this  Author  aflerts 
that  they  were  by  the  Aft  of  Recognition,  without  a 
raanifeft  Contradiction  to  the  Aft  of  Queen  Elizabeth, 
which  declares  the  Power  of  Parliament  to  limit  and 
bind  the  Succeffion  to  the  Crown  ?  Was  this  Aft  exprejly 
repeal'd  ?  That  King  James  the  ift  facceeded  lawfully 
agfinft  Law,  our  Author  is  fond  to  maintain,  and  the 
Propofition  is  not  unlike  That  of  fome  Popijh  Cafuifts, 
tvho  aflat  that  hre  Holinefs  Jure  poteft  contra  Jits  di- 
cernert,  can  decree  rightfully  againft  Right ;  but  if  thefe 
Queltions  are  fairly  anfwer'd,  it  will  refult  from  fuch 
Anfwers,  and  from  the  Arguments  I  have  quoted,  that 
this  mvel  Law,   this  modern  Conjlitutien,    is  a  meer 
lllufion;  that  it  never  bound  any  Member  of  the  Society ;, 
and  that  the  Parliament  had  as  much  Right  to  make  the 
"Tbtttkmfnt  in  1688,  notwithftanding  the  Aft  of  Recog- 
nition, as  the  Parliament  had  to  make  this  Acl  in  1603,. 
notwithstanding  the  two  Afls  I  have  mentionrd,  and  the 
Will  of  Henry  the  8th,  made  by  Virtue  of  the/r/?  of 
therm    This  wayward  and  forlorn  hereditary  Right  muft 
therefore  fall  to  the  Ground,  or  be  fupported  by  the 
ftippofcd  Prefcriptlon  of  nine  Centuries,  and  Claim  (,f 
Jive  and  an  half,  which  no  intelligent  Man,  who  reads 
this  Book,  will  be  perfuaded  that  the  Author  hath  pro- 
ved a  Jot  better,  than  the  uninterrupted  Succpffion  of 
from  St.  Pfitr  dewa  to-  his  prefcat  Holineft,  i» 

proved 
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Proved  by  the  learned  Antiquaries  of  Italy.  If  this 
Aft  of  Recognition  be  urged,  as  it  fometimes  is,  to  fhew 
the  declared  Senfe  of  the  three  Eftates  of  the  Kingdom, 
which  Declaration  was  obtain'd,  it  feems,  in  an  Hurry, 
fince  the  Aft  was  read  three  Times  in  one  Houfe  the 
fame  Day  ;  the  declared  Senfe  of  the  three  Eft  ate s,  not 
pronounced  in  an  Hurry,  but  after  the  moft  folemn  De- 
bates and  Conferences,  may  be  urged  with  much  greater 
Weight  in  Favour  of  our  prefent  Settlement.  If  this 
Aft  of  Recognition,  notwithftanding  what  hath  been  ob- 
jefted,  be  urged  as  a  Law,  which  had  the  A/Tent  of  a 
King,  in  Oppofition  to  the  Proceedings  of  the  Conven- 
tion, by  which  King  William  and  Queen  Mary  were 
raifed  to  the  Throne ;  the  Anfwer  is  obvious  and  con- 
clufive.  The  Circumftances  of  the  two  Cafes  are  very 
different ;  but  when  they  come  to  be  weigh'd  in  a  fair 
Ballance,  Thofe,  which  attended  the  Settlement  of  the 
Crown  on  the  Revolution,  will  be  found  at  leaft  as  con- 
formable to  Reafon,  to  Law,  and  to  Practice,  as  Thofe, 
which  attended  the  Eftablifhment  of  the  Stuart  Fa- 
mily. Queen  Elizabeth  defign'd  King  James  the  ift 
to  be  her  Succeflbr  ;  the  Nation  concurred  to  make  Him 
fo ;  neither  She  nor  They  paid  any  Regard  to  the  Law, 
which  flood  in  his  Way.  Their  Reafons  for  afting  i» 
this  Manner  are  eafy  to  be  difcoverM  in  the  Hiftory  of 
that  Time  ;  and  on  the  fame  Authority  We  may  cer- 
tainly conclude,  that  They  would  not  have  afted  inr 
this  Manner,  if  King  James  had  been,  like  his  Mo- 
ther, a  profeffd  Papift.  Thus  He  got  into  the  Throne  ~, 
and  when  he  was  there,  He  got,  like  other  Kings,  fucb 
a  Title,  as  He  chofe  to  ftand  upon,  agnired,  or  recog- 
itixed,  by  his  Parliament-  The  Settlement  at  the  Re- 
volution was  made  by  a  Convention  ef  the  Lords  Spiritu- 
al and  Temporal,  and  a  full  and  fret  Reprtfentative  of 
the  whole  Body  of  the  People.  When  King  William  and 
Queen  Mary  were  once  fettled  on  the  Throne,  this  Sef- 
tltment  was  comiuued  and  coaiirm'd  by  an  Aflcmblage 

•C 
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of  all  the  legijlative  Power;.     He,  who  will  difpute  the 
Validity   of  thefe  Proceedings,   muft  fhew   therefore 
Jirfl  of  all,   what  hath  never  yet  been  (hewn,  (no,  not 
by  the  Author  I  have  fo  often  quoted)  the  Invalidity  of 
the  Proceedings  of  thofe  Parliaments,  which  raifed  EJ~ 
ward  the  3d  and  Henry  the  4th  to  the  Throne ;  which 
were  call'd  as  irregularly,    though  by  Writs  in   the 
Names  of  Edward  the  2d  and  Richard  the  zd,  as  it 
can  be  pretended  that  the  Convention  was.     He  muft 
fhew   the  Invalidity  of  the  Proceedings  even  of  that 
jjffeffibly,  by  which  Charles  the  2d  was  call'd  home, 
till   their  Proceedings  became  valid   by  a  fubfequent 
Confirmation.     He   muft  mew  farther,   how  any   of 
the  Laws  of  the  Princes  of  the  Houfe  of  Lancafler 
came  to  be  conflantly   received  and  executed,  a   little 
better   than   the   Author  of  hereditary  Right  ajferted 
hath  done,  by  afluring  us  on  this  Word,  that  it  was  by 
the  Sufferance  of  Edward  the  $tb,  and  his  SufCf/firs, 
and  the  Approbation  of  the  People.     He  muft  account 
for  the  Continuance  in  Force  of  the  Laws  of  Richard 
the  3d,  and  of  Henry  the  yth,  a  little  better  than  the 
fame  Author  does,  by   the  Deficiency  of  Jfenry  the 
JeventVs  Title,    (which,   upon  another  Occafion,  He 
magnifies,    though    upon    This    He    affirms    it    to 
have  been  no  belter  than  That  of  Richard  the  3d.) 
and   by    the  great    Refpccl.  of    Henry    the    8th   for 
his  Father.     When  this  hath  been  once  fhevvn,   it  will 
be  Time  to  think  of  a  Reply.     In  the  mean  while,  We 
will  obferve  that  befides  the  Paflion  and  Party  Spirit, 
which  poflefs  almoft  all  Thofe,   who  write  on  this  Sub- 
ject, there  is  a  Diftinclion,  which  fhould  be  con ftantly 
made  in  Cafes  of  this  Nature,   and  which  They  never 
make,   or  never  make  exactly  enough.     They  compare 
the  Proceedings,    witheut    comparing   the  Situations. 
Kif^ljity  and  Self-Preffrvation  are  the  great  Laws  of 
Nature,  and  may  well  difpenfc  with  the  itiift  Obfcrva- 
tion  of  the  ccmmon  Fcrms  of  ar,y  particular  Ccnftitu- 

tion. 
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tion.  Either  the  Cow enticn  muft  have  fallen  into  the 
Abiurditres  I  have  already  mendon'd;  or  have  called 
back  King  James,  which  '.vould  have  been  ftill  a 
greater  Abfurdity ;  or  have  left  this  Country  in  ab- 
folute  Anarchy ;  or  done  what  They  did.  What 
They  did,  was  done  as  near  as  poflibly  to  the  Spirit  of 
our  Conftitution,  the  Forms  of  our  Laws,  and  the  Ex- 
amples of  former  Times.  They  haJ  the  Merit;  the'r 
Pofterity  hath  the  Benefit;  nay  He,  who  would  (ay 
that  They  had  the  Guilt,  not  the  Merit,  muft  ftill  allow 
that  their  Pofterity  hath  the  Benefit,  without  mating  the 
Guilt ;  and,  upon  the  whole  Matter,  I  fhall  venture  to 
affert  that  He,  who  fcraples,  or  pretends  to  fcruple,  at 
this  Time,  the  Validity  of  ourfrefcnt  Cor.ftitii'.':m,  is  no 
wiler,  or  elfe  no  honelter,  than'  He  would  be,  who 
(hoofed  icruple,  or  pretend  to  fcruple,  the  Validity  of 
Magna  Charta.  I  have  often  wiih'd  that  fome  profound 
Antiquary,  of  much  Leifure,  would  write  an  elaborate 
Trcatife  to  affcrt  royal  Prerogative  againft  the  great  Char- 
ter, as  well  as  hereditary  Right  againft  the  Revolution. 
I  am  perfuaded,  that  He  would  fucceed  alike  in  both. 
Whv,  indeed,  {hould  a  Charter,  extorted  by  Force, 
and  therefore  vicious  in  its  Principle,  ftand  on  a  better 
Foot,  or  have  more  Regard  paid  to  it,  than  a  Settli- 
ner.t  made  in  Oppofi tion  to  a  divine,  and  therefore  in- 
defeazable Right?  I  fay,  and  therefore  indefeazable ; 
becaufe  if  it  be  not  proved  to  be  fomething  more  than 
human,  it  will  hardly  be  proved  indefeazable.  But  I 
quit  this  Subjeft ;  upon  which,  perhaps,  you  may 
think  I  have  fpent  my  Time  as  ill,  as  I  mould  have 
done,  if  I  had  preach  d  againft  the  Koran  at  PauPs. 
It  is  Time  to  fpeak  of  the  Motives  of  Intereft,  by  which 
We  are  bound,  as  well  as  by  the  Tyes  of  Duty,  to 
fupport  the  prefent  Conftitution. 

Upon  this  Head,  a  few  Words  will  be  fufficient ; 
fince  I  prefume  that  no  Prejudices  can  be  ftrong  enough 
to  create  much  Diverfity  of  Opinion,  in  a  Cafe  fo  very- 
clear,  and  capable  of  being  ftated  fo  mortly.  Whether 
the  Revalutian  alter 'd  our  old  Conjiitutionfor  the  better, 

or 
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or  renno'd  it,  and  brought  it  back  to  ihejsrft  Princi- 
ples, and  nearer  to  the  primitive  Inftitution,  mall  not 
be  difputed  here.  I  think  the  latter,  and  every  Man 
muft  think  that  one  or  the  other  was  neceflary,  who 
confiders,  in  the  firft  Place,  how  the  Majefty  and 
Authority  of  the  Prince  began  to  (well  above  any 
Pitch,  proportionable  to  the  Rank  of  chief  Magiflr  ate, 
or  fupreme  Head,  in  a  free  State  ;  by  hoiv  many  Arts 
the  Prerogative  of  tbe  Crown  had  been  ftretch'd,  and 
how  many  Precedents,  little  favourable  to  Liberty,  had 
been  fet,  even  before  the  Accefficn  of  the  Scotijb  Line ; 
and  who  confiders,  in  the  next  Place,  the  direft  Ten- 
dency, confirm'd  by  Experience,  of  tbofe  Principles  of 
Government,  fo  frequently  mention'd,  which  compofed 
an  avow'd  Syftem  of  Tyranny,  and  eftablifh'd  Slavery 
as  a  political,  a  moral,  and  a  religious  Obligation  ; 
which  King  James  the  i  ft  was  too  fuccefsful  in  efta- 
blifhing ;  but  neither  He,  nor  his  Defendants  were  able 
to  purfue.  What  thefe  Confiderations  made  neceflary, 
was  done  at  the  Revolution  ;  at  leaft,  fo  far  as  to  put  it 
into  our  Power  to  do  the  Reft.  A  Spirit  <&  Liberty, 
tranfmitted  down  from  our  Saxon  Ancefton,  and  the 
unknown  Ages  of  our  Government,  preferved  itfelf" 
through  one  almoft  continual  Struggle,  againft  the 
Ufurpations  of  our  Princes,  and  the  Vices  of  our  People; 
and  They,  whom  neither  the  Plantagenets,  nor  the 
ludars  could  enflave,  were  incapable  of  fuffering  their 
Rights  and  Privileges  to  be  ravifh'd  from  Them  by  the 
Stuarts.  They  bore  with  the  laft  King  of  this  unhappy- 
Race,  till  it  was  fliameful,  as  it  muft  have  been  fatal, 
to  bear  any  longer ;  and  whilft  They  afferted  their 
-Liberties,  They  refuted  and  anticipated,  by  their 
Temper  and  their  Patience,  all  the  Objections,  which 
foreign  and  domeftick  Abettors  of  Tyranny  are  apt  to 
make  againft  the  Conducl  of  our  Nation  towards  their 
Kings.  Let  us  juftify  this  Conduft,  by  perfifting  in 
it,  and  continue  to  ourfelves  the  peculiar  Honour  of 
maintaining  the  Freedom  Qtv\uGotbick  hflitution  ef 
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Government,    when  fo  many  other  Nations,   who  en- 
joy'd  the  fame,  have  loft  theirs. 

If  a  divine,  indefeazable,  hereditary  Right  to  govern 
a  Community  be  once  acknowledged,  a  Right  indepen- 
dent of  the  Community,  and  which  vefts  in  every  fuc- 
ceffive  Prince  immediately  on  the  Death  of  his  Prede- 
ceflbr,  and  previoufly  to  any  Engagement  taken  on  his 
Part  towards  thePeop/e;  if  the  People  once  acknow- 
ledge Themfelves  bound  to  fuch  Princes  by  the  Tyes 
of  PaJJive  Obedience  and  Non-Ref>ftance,  by  an  Alle- 
giance unconditional,  and  not  reciprocal  to  ProtecJion ; 
if  a  Kind  of  oral  Law,  or  myfterious  Cabbala,  which 
Pharifees  of  the  black  Gown  and  the  long  Robe  are  al- 
ways at  Hand  to  report  and  interpret,  as  a  Prince 
defires,  be  once  added,  like  a  fupplemental  Code,  to 
the  known  Laws  of  the  Land?  then,  I  fay,  fuch 
Princes  have  the  Power,  if  not  the  Right,  given  Them, 
of  commencing  Tyrants ;  and  Princes,  who  have  the 
Potver,  are  prone  to  think  that  They  have  the  Right. 
Such  was  the  State  of  King  and  Petyle  before  the  Rt  so- 
lution. By  the  Rewlution,  and  the  Settlement  fince 
made,  this  State  hath  received  coniiderable  Alterations. 
A  King  of  Britain  is  now,  ftridly  and  properly, 
what  Kings"  mould  always  be,  a  Member,  but  the 
lupreme  Member,  or  the  Head  of  a  political  Body . 
Part  of  one  individual,  fpecifick  Whole,  in  every 
Refpeft,  diftinft  from  it,  or  independent  of  it,  in  none; 
He  can  move  no  longer  in  another  Orbit  from  hi* 
Ptople,  and,  like  fome  fuperior  Planet,  attraft,  repel, 
influence,  and  direft  their  Motions  by  his  own.  He 
and  They  are  Parts  of  the  fame  Syltem,  intimately 
join'd  and  co-operating  together,  afting  and  afled 
upon,  limiting  and  limited,  controuling  and  controul'd 
by  one  another ;  and  when  He  ceafes  to  ftand  in  this 
Relation  to  Them,  He  ceafes  to  ftand  in  any.  7'he 
Settlements,  by  Virtue  of  which  He  governs,  are  plainly 
original  Contrails.  His  Inftitution  is  plainly  conditional* 
and  He  may  forfeit  his  Right  to  Allegiance,  as  unde- 
niably 
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niably  and  effectually,  as  the  Subject  may  forfeit  his 
Right  to  Proteflion.  There  are  no  longer  any  hidden 
Referves  of  Authority,  to  be  let  out  on  Occafion,  and 
to  overflow  the  Rights  and  Privileges  of  the  People. 
The  Laws  of  the  Land  are  known  ;  and  they  are  the 
fole  Springs,  from  whence  the  Prince  can  derive  his 
Pretenfions,  and  the  People  theirs.  It  would  be  to  no 
Purpofe  to  illuftrate  any  farther  a  Matter,  which  begins 
to  be  fo  well  underftood ;  or  to  defcend  into  a  more 
particular  Enumeration  of  the  Advantages,  that  refulr, 
or  may  refult,  from  our  prej'ent  Settlement.  No  Man, 
who  does  not  prefer  Slavery  to  Liberty,  or  a  more 
precarious  Security  to  a  better,  will  declare  for  fuch  a 
Government,  as  our  national  Divifions,  and  a  long 
Courfe,  fcldom  interrupted,  of  improvident  Complai- 
lance  to  the  Crown,  had  enabled  King  James  the  2d 
to  eftabh'fh  againft  liich  a  Government  as  was  intended 
by  the  fubfequent  Settlements ;  and  if  there  be  any  fuch 
Man,  I  declare  that  1  neither  write  to  Him,  nor  for 
Him. 

I  may  aflume  therefore,  without  fearing  to  be  accufed 
0f  begging  the  Queftion,  that  the  Conjlitutior.,  under 
which  We  now  live,  is  preferable  to  That,  which 
prevaiPd  at  any  Time  before  the  Revolution.  We  are 
arrived,  after  many  Struggles,  after  a  Deliverance  al- 
moft  miraculous,  and  fuch  an  one  a?  no  Nation  hath 
Reaion  to  expeft  twice,  and  after  having  made  fome 
honelt  Improvements  on  the  Advantages  of  our  new 
Conliitution,  very  near  to  that  full  Security,  under 
which  Men,  who  arc  free  and  follicitous  to  continue 
fo,  may  fit  down,  not  without  Watchfulneis,  (for 
That  is  never  to  be  fuffer'd  to  relax,  under  fuch  a 
Government  as  our?)  but  without  Anxiety.  The  Sum 
therefore  of  all  thele  Difcourfes,  and  of  all  our  Exhor- 
tations to  one  another,  is,  and  ought  to  be,  that  We 
fhould  not  ftop  fhort  in  fo  important  a  Work.  It  was 
begun  at  the  Revoluthn  ;  but  He,  who  thinks  it  was 
perfected  then,  or  haih  been  perfected  fince,  will  find 
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Himfelf  very  much  miltaken.  The  Foundations  were 
hid  then.  We  proceeded  for  ibme  Time  after  That,  like 
the  Jews  in  rebuilding  their  Temple.  We  carried  on 
the  holy  Work  with  one  Hand,  and  held  our  Swords 
in  the  other  to  defend  it.  That  Diftradion,  that 
Danger  is  over,  and  We  betray  the  Caufe  of  Liberty 
without  any  Colour  of  Excufe,  if  We  do  not  compleat 
the  glorious  Building,  which  will  hft  to  Ages  yet 
remote,  if  it  be  once  finifh'd,  and  will  moulder  away 
and  fall  into  Ruins,  if  it  remain  longer  in  this  imper- 
fed  State. 

Now,  that  We  may  fee  the  better  how  to  proceed 
in  the  Caufe  of  Liberty,  to  compleat  the  Freedom, 
and  to  lecure  the  Duration  of  our  prefent  Conftitutiorij 
it  will  be  of  Ufe,  I  think,  to  confidcr  what  Obitacles 
lye,  or  may  hereafter  lye,  in  our  Way,  and  of  what 
Nature  that  Oppofuion  is,  or  may  hereafter  be,  which 
We  may  expeft  to  meet.  In  order  to  This,  let  us 
once  more  analyfe  our  political  Divifions ;  Thofe, 
which  may  poffibly  c::ift  now,  or  hereafter,  as  We 
did  Thole,  which  were  form'd  at  the  Revolution. 

One  p9J]tble  Divijian  then  is  That  of  Men  angry  with 
the  Government,  and  yet  reiblved  to  maintain  theCsff- 
ftifutioH.  This  may  be  the  Cafe  at  any  Time ;  under 
the  prefent,  wife,  virtuous,  and  triumphant  Admini- 
iiration  ;  and  therefore  to  be  fure  at  any  other. 

A  fecund  pojjible  Divi/inn  is  That  of  Men  averie  to 
the  Government,  becaufe  They  are  ib  to  fhe  Conftittt- 
tion,  which  I  think  c^n  never  be  the  Cafe  of  many  ; 
or  averfe  to  the  Con/titution,  becaufe  They  are  fo  'to 
:he  Gn'frKtncKt,  which  I  think  may  be  the  Cafe  of 
more.  Both  ofThefe  tend  to  the  fame  Point.  One 
would"  iubvert  the  GK'crnrnt'itt,  that  They  might 
chanse  the  Ctnftituticn.  The  other  would  facrifice 
the  Csnftitutiw,  that  They  might  iubvert  the  Govern- 
ment. 

A  third  foffibk  Dhifion,  ar.d  I  <eek  no  more,  is 
That  of  Men  attach'd  to  the  Govirninent\  or,  to  fpeafc 
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more  properly,  to  the  Perfons  otTbofe,  who  govern  ; 
or,  to  fpeak  more  properly  Hill,  to  the  Power,  Profit, 
or  Protection  They  acquire  by  the  Favour  of  tbcfe 
Perfons  ;  but  Enemies  to  the  Conftitution. 

Now,  as  to  the^?/jtf  and  Jccond  of  tbefe  poffiblc  Dii'i- 
fions,  if  there  be  any  iuch  among  us,  I  do  not  appre- 
hend that  We  are  at  prefent,  or  can  be  hereafter,  in 
much  Danger ;  or  that  the  Cauie  of  Liberty  can  meet 
\vith  much  Oppofition  from  Them ;  though  the 
fecond  have  certainly  Views,  more  likely  to  bring 
Slavery  upon  us,  than  to  promote  Liberty ;  and  though 
Prudence  requires  that  We  mould  be  on  our  Guard 
againft  both.  The/r/7,  indeed,  might  hope  to  unite 
even  the  Bulk  of  the  Nation  to  Them,  in  a  weak  and 
cppreffive  Reign.  If  Grievances  mould  grow  intole- 
rable under  fome  Prince  as  yet  unborn ;  if  Redrejs 
ihould  become  abfolutely  defperate ;  if  Liberty  itfelf 
ihould  be  in  imminent  Peril ;  the  Nature  of  our  Con- 
ftitutlcn  would  juftify  the  Refiftance,  that  We  ought  to 
believe  well  enough  ofPollerity  to  perfuade  ourielves 
•would  be  made  in  fuch  an  Exigency.  But  without 
fuch  an  Exigency,  particular  Men  would  flatter 
Thcmfelves  extremdy,  if  They  hoped  to  make  the 
Nation  angry,  becaufe  They  were  Ib.  Private  Motives 
can  never  influence  Numbers.  When  a  Nation  revolts, 
the  Injury  is  national.  This  Cafe  therefore  is  remote, 
improbable,  nay  impofiiblr,  under  the  Lenity,  Juftice 
vtnd  heroical  Spick  ot  the  prefmt  Government ;  and  if 
I  mentioned  fucb  an  imaginary  Party,  it  was  only  done 
that  1  might  omit  none,  which  cnn  be  fuppoicd. 
The  Proitfts  of  the  jicmd  Divife ort,  ftatcd  in  the  lame 
hypothetical  Manner,  are  iurcly  too  extravagant,  and 
tiicir  Dciigns  too  xvickcd,  to  be  dangerous.  Difputes 
msy  ariic  hereafter,  in  ibmc  diftant  Time,  about 
Miviften,  perhaps  about  Kings ;  but  I  perfuade  m  vklf 
that  this  Covftituticit  will  be,  as  it  ought  to  be  a!way«, 
diflinguifh'd  fiom,  and  picfcn'd  to  L<,tb,  by  the 
Britifij  Nation.  Reafons  mult  ariie  in  Proccls  of  Time, 
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i:om  the  very  Nature  of  Man,  to  oppofc  Mutf/ttfi  and 
K;K£S  too;  but  none  can  arife,  in  the  Nature  of 
Tiling?,  to  oppoic  fuch  a  Conftitution  as  ours.  Better 
PiL'/:!/iers,  better  K:ngs,  may  be  hereafter  often  wanted, 
and  iometirnes  found  ;  but  a  better  corftitut&d  Gwcrr;- 
mtnt  never  can.  Should  there  be  therefore  ftill  any 
fnch  Men,  as  We  here  fuppofe,  among  us,  They  can- 
not expeft,  if  They  are  in  their  Scnfe?,  a  national  Con- 
currence ;  and  finely  a  liule  Refle&lcn  will  krve  to 
fhcw  Them,  that  the  fame  Rea'bns,  which  make  Them 
weaker  now  than  They  were  ibme  Years  ago,  mull 
make  Them  weaker  feme  Years  hence  than  They  are 
now. 

As  to  the  third  Dk'ijic/:,  if  any  fuch  there  be,  it  is 
in  That  our  greateft,  and  almolt  our  whole  Danger 
center?.  The  Others  cannot  overthrov.%  but  Tbefe  may 
undermine  our  Liberty.  Capable  of  being  admitted 
into  Pov.'er,  in  all  Court?,  and  more  likely  than  other 
Men  to  be  fo  in  every  Courr,  except 'the  prefent, 
{whofe  approved  Penetration  and  ipotlefs  Innocence 
gives  a  certain  Exclufion  to  Them,)  They  may  prevent 
any  farther  Secuiuies  from  being  procured  to  Liberty, 
till  Thofe  already  eftablifhM  arc  diflblved,  or  perverted. 
Since  then  our  principal  Danger  mult  in  all  Times  ariie 
from  Thole,  who  belong  to  this  Divijion,  it  is  neceffuy 
to  ihevv,  before  We  conclude  thefe  Difcouries,  by 
what  Means  fuch  Men  may  carry  on  their  pernicious 
Defigns  with  Efleft,  and  by  what  Means  They  may 
be  defeated.  Thefe  Con fiderat ions  will  lead  us  to  fix 
that  Point,  wherein  Men  of  all  Denominations  ought 
to  unite,  and  do  unite,  and  to  ftate  the  fole  Diitindion 
of  Parties,  which  can  be  made  with  Truth,  at  this 
Time,  amongft  us.  O. 
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Ihe  fame  Subjett  continued. 

To  CALEB  D'ANVERS,   Efo 
SIR, 

!T  may  be  ask'd,  perhaps,  how  Men, 
who  are  Friends  to  a  Government,  can 
be  Enemies  at  the  lame  Time  to  the 
Conftitution,  upon  which  that  Govern- 
ment is  founded.  But  the  Anfwer  will 
be  eafy,  if  We  confider  thefe  two 
Things ;  firft,  the  true  Diitinction,  fo  often  confounded 
in  Writing,  and  almoft  always  in  Converiation,  be- 
tween Conjlitution  and  Government.  By  Conftitution 
We  mean,  whenever  We  fpeak  with  Propriety  and 
Exa£lnefs,  that  Aflemblage  of  Laws,  Inliitutions  and 
Cuftoms,  derived  from  certain  fix'd  Principles  of  Realbn, 
directed  to  certain  fix'd  Obje&s  of  publick  Good,  that 
compofe  tlie  general  Syltem,  according  to  which  the 
Community  hath  agreed  to  be  govern 'd.  Ry  Govern- 
ment We  mean,  whenever  We  fpeak  in  the  fame 
Manner,  that  particular  Tenor  of  Conduct,  which  a 
chief  Magiltrate,  and  inferior  Magiitrates,  under  his 
Direction  and  Influence,  hold  in  the  Ad  mini  lira  tion  of 
ptiblick  Affairs.  We  call  This  a  good  Government,  when 
the  Execution  of  the  Laws,  the  Obfervation  of  the 
Inftiturions  and  Cuftoms,  in  fhort,  the  whole  Admini- 
ftration  of  publick  Affairs  is  wifely  purfued,  and  with 
a  ftrift  Conformity  to  the  Principles  and  Objecls  of  the 

Conjiilution. 
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Conftitution.  We  call  it  a  A?<^  Government,  when  it  is 
adminifter'ci  on  other  Principles,  and  directed  to  other 
Objects,  either  wickedly  or  xveakly,  either  by  obtain- 
ing new  Laws,  which  want  this  Conformity,  or  by 
perverting  old  ones,  which  had  it.  And  when  This  is 
done  without  Law,  or  in  open  Violation  of  the  Law, 
We  term  it  a  tyrannical  Government.  In  a  Word,  and 
to  bring  This  home  to  our  own  Cafe,  Conftitutisn  is 
the  Rule,  by  which  our  Princes  ought  to  govern,  at 
all  Times;  'Government  is  That,  by  which  They 
actually  do  govern,  at  any  particular  Time.  One  may 
remain  immutable;  the  other  may,  and  as  human 
Nature  is  conftituted,  muft  vary.  One  is  the  Criterion, 
by  which  We  are  to  try  the  other ;  for  furely  We 
have  a  Right  to  do  fo,  fince  if  We  are  to  live  in  Sub- 
jcftion  to  the  Government  of  our  Kings,  our  Kings 
are  to  govern  in  Subjection  to  the  Conftitution  ;  and  the 
Conformity,  or  Non-Conformity  of  their  Government 
to  it,  prefcribes  the  Meafure  of  our  Submiffion  to 
Them,  according  to  the  Principles  of  the  Revolution, 
and  of  our  prefent  SHtUment ;  in  both  of  which, 
though  fome  remote  Regard  was  had  to  "Blood,  yet 
the  Prefervation  of  the  Conftitution  manifeftly  deter- 
mined the  Community  to  the  Choice  then  made  of 
the  Perfons,  who  fhould  govern.  Another  T'hing  to 
be  confider'd  is  This.  When  Pcribns  are  fpoken  of  as 
Friends  to  the  Gx'ervma:},  and  E?:er:ies  to  the  Conftitu- 
tion, the  Term  Friendjbip  is  a  little  proftituted,  in 
Compliance  with  common  U.'aec.  Such  Men  are 
really  incapable  of  Friendihip ;  for  rejl  Friendlhip  can 
never  exift  among  Tiiofe,  who  ha\e  baniih'd  Virtue 
and  Truth.  They  have  no  Affection  to  any  but  Them - 
ielves;  no  Regard  to  any  Jntereit,  except  their  own. 
Their  fole  Attachment  are  iuch  as  I  mention' J  in  the 
lail  Paper;  Attachments  to  Power  and  Profit;  and  \vhen 
They  have  con:ra£!al  a  Load  or  Infamy  and  Gmlr,  in 
the  Purfuit  of  Thefe,  an  Attachment  to  that  Pioredion, 
which  is  iufficicnt  to  procure  Them  Appearances  of 
I  3  Confkicration, 
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Confideration,  and  real  Impunity.  They  may  bear 
the  Semblance  of  Afftftion  to  their  Prince,  and  of  Ztal 
for  his  Government ;  but  They,  who  are  falfe  to  the 
Caufe  of  their  Country,  will  not  be  true  to  any  other; 
snd  the  very  fame  Mlntfter,  who  exalts  his  Mafter*s 
Throne  on  the  Ruins  of  the  Conftitution,  that  He  may 
govern  without  Controul,  or  retire  without  Danger, 
would  do  the  Reverie  of  Thi.%  if  any  Turn  of  Affairs 
enabled  Him  to  compound,  in  that  Manner,  the  better 
for  Himfelf. 

Under  a  Prince  therefore  tolerably  honeft,  or  tolera- 
bly wiie,  fuch  Men  as  Thefe  will  have  no  great  Sway  ; 
at  leaft,  They  will  not  hold  it  long.  Such  a  Prince  will 
know,  that  to  unite  Himfelf  to  Them,  is  to  difunite 
Himfelf  from  his  People,  and  that  He  makes  a  ftupid 
Bargain,  if  He  prefers  Trick  to  Policy,  Expedient  to 
Syftem,  and  a  Cabal  to  the  Nation.-  Reafon  and  Expe- 
rience will  teach  Him  that  a  Prince,  who  does  Ib,  muft 
govern  weakly,  ignominioufly  and  precarioufly  ;  whilft 
He,  who  engages  all  the  Hearts,  and  employs  all  the 
Heads  and  Hands  of  hirPeople,  governs  with  Strength, 
with  Splendour,  and  with  Safety,  and  is  fure  of  rifing 
to  a  Degree  of  abfolute  Power,  by  maintaining  Liberty, 
which  the  moft  fuccefsful  Tyrant  could  never  reach,  by 
impofing  Slavery.  But  how  few  Men  (and  Princes,  by 
their  Leaver,  are  Men )  have  been  found  in  Times  part, 
or  can  be  hoped  for  in  Times  to  come,  capable  of  go- 
verning by  luch  Arts  as  Thcfe  ?  Some  cannot  propofe 
the  Ends,  rtor  Some  employ  the  Means ;  for  Some  are 
wicked,  and  Some  are  weak.  This  general  Divifion 
tuns  through  the  whole  Race  of  Mankind  ;  of  the 
Multitudes  defign'd  to  obey,  and  of  the  Few  defign'd 
10  govern.  It  was  this  Depravity  of  Multitudes,  as 
•well  as  their  mutual  Wants,  which  obliged  Men  Hrlt 
to  enter  into  Societies,  to  depart  from  their  natural 
Liberty,  and  to  fubjeft  Themselves  to  Government.  It 
was  this  Depravity  of  the  Few,  (which  is  often  the 
greater,  becaufe  born  no  better  than  other  Men,  They 
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are  educated  worfe)  which  obliged  Men  firft  to  fub- 
jecl;  Government  to  Conftitution,  that  They  might  pre- 
ferve  focial,  when  They  gave  up  natural  Liberty,  and 
not  be  opprefs'd  by  arbitrary  Will.  Kings  may  have 
preceded  Lawgivers,  for  aught  1  know,  or  have  poffibly 
been  the/r/?  Lawgivers,  and  Government  by  Will  have 
been  eftablifh'd  before  Government  by  Conftitution. 
Vhefeus  might  reign  at  Athens,  and  Eurytion  at  Sparta, 
long  before  Solon  gave  Laws  to  one,  and  Lycurgus  to  the 
other  of  thefe  Cities.  Kings  had  govem'd  .K0/^,  We 
know,  and  Confuls  had  fucceeded  Kings,  long  before 
the  Decemviri  compiled  a  Body  of  Law;  and  thcSaxoxs 
had  their  Monarchs  before  Edgar,  though  the  Saxon 
Laws  went  under  his  Name.  Thefe  and  a  thonfand 
other  Inftances  of  the  fame  Kind  will  never  ferve  to 
prove  what  my  Lord  Bacon  would  prove  by  them  \ 
f  that  Monarchies  do  not  fubfift,  like  other  Governments, 
6y  a  precedent  Lam,  or  Compaft ;  that  the  original 
Submiffion  to  Them  was  natural,  like  the  Obedience  of 
a  Child  to  his  Parents ;  and  that  Allegiance  to  hereditary 
Monarchs  is  the  Work  of  the  Law  of  Nature.  But 
That,  which  thefe  Examples  prove  very  plainly  is; 
that  however  Men  might  fubmit  voluntarily  in  the 
primitive  Simplicity  of  early  Ages,  or  be  fubjefled  by 
Conqueft,  to  a  Government  without  a  Conftitution,  yet 
They  were  never  long  in  difcovering  that  *  to  live  ty 
one  Man's  Will  became  the  Caufe  of  fill  Men's  Mifery  ; 
and  therefore  They  foon  rejefled  the  Yoke,  or  made  it 
fit  eafy  on  their  Necks.  They  inftituted  Common- 
wealths, or  They  limited  Monarchies ;  and  here  began 
that  Struggle  between  the  Spirit  of  Liberty  and  the 
Spirit  of  Dominion,  which  always  hath  fubfilred,  and, 
that  We  may  not  flatter  ourfelves  nor  other?,  muft 
always  fubfift,  except  in  thofe  Jnftances,  of  which  the 

\  Argum.  in  the  Cafe  of  the  Poflnati. 
*  Hooka**  Ecclcs.  Pol.'L.  i.  Seel.  10. 
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moft  antient  Hiftories  furnifli  fo  few,  the  Reigns  of  a 
Titus,  or  a  Trajan ;  for  it  might  look  like  Flattery  to 
quote  the  preient  moft  aufpicious  Reign. 

To  govern  a  Society  of  Freemen  by  a  Conftitution, 
founded  on  the  eternal  Rules  of  right  Reafon,  and  di- 
re&ed  to  promote  the  Happinefs  of  the  whole,  and  of 
every  Individual,  is  the  nobleft  Prerogative,  which  c-m 
belong  to  Humanity  ;  and  if  iVfon  may  be  faid,  with- 
out Prophanenefs,  to  imitate  God  in  any  Cafe,  This  is 
the  Cafe.  But  fure  I  am,  He  imitates  the  Devil,  who 
is  fo  far  from  promoting  the  Happinefs  of  others,  that 
He  makes  his  own  Happinefs  to  confift  in  the 
Mifery  of  others ;  who  governs  by  no  Rule  but  That 
of  his  Paffions,  whatever  Appearances  He  is  forced 
fometimes  to  put  on  ;  who  endeavours  to  corrupt  the 
Innocent,  and  to  enflave  the  Free ;  whofe  Bufineis  is 
to  feducc,  or  betray  ;  whofc  Plcafure  is  to  damn  ;  and 
whofe  Triumph  is  to  torment.  Odious  and  execrable 
as  this  Characier  is,  it  is  the  Character  of  every  Prince, 
who  makes  Ufe  of  his  Power  to  fubvert,  or  even  to 
weaken  that  Conftitution,  which  ought  to  be  the  Rule 
of  his  Government.  When  fuch  a  Prince  fills  a  Throne 
with  fuperior  Part?,  Liberty  is  in  the  utmoft  Peril ; 
nor  does  the  Danger  diminifli  in  Proportion,  if  He 
happens  to  want  them.  Such  Men  as  We  are  now 
to  fpeak  of  (Friends  to  the  Government  and  Enemies  to 
the  Coiiftitution )  will  be  always  at  Hand  to  fupply  his 
Defeds ;  for  as  They  are  the  willing  Inllruments  of  a 
wicked  Prince,  They  are  the  ready  Prompters  of  a 
weak  one.  They  may  fink  into  the  Mafs  of  the  People, 
and  difappear  in  a  good  and  a  wife  Reign,  or  work 
Thcmfelvcs  into  Power  under  falfe  Colours.  SedGctius 
immortale  tnaiiet.  'i'heir  Race  will  continue  as  long  as 
Ambition  and  Avarice  prevail  in  the  World ;  and  there 
will  be  bad  Citizens  as  long  as  there  are  bad  Men. 
The  Good  ought  therefore  to  be  always  on  their  Guard 
againft  Them,  and  whatever  Diigui'e  They  aflumc, 
whatever  Veils  They  caft  over  their  Conduct,  They 
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will  never  be  able  to  deceive  Thofe  long,  who  obferve 
conlbntly  the  Difference  between  Conftitution  and  Go- 
vernment, and  who  have  Virtue  enough  to  prefer  the 
Caufe  of  the  forme r,  how  unprofitable  foever  k  may  be 

at  all  Times,  and  how  unpopular  foever  at  feme. 

But  I  ramble  too  long  in  generals.  It  is  high  Time  I 
Ihould  come  to  thofe  particular  Mea Cures,  by  which, 
the  Men  I  have  defcribed  are  moil  likely  to  carry  on 
their  Defigns  againft  our  Conftitution  ;  after  which  I 
fhall  lay  ibmething  of  the  Methods,  by  which  alone 
their  DeJigns  may  be  prevented,  or  will  be  defeated,  if 
a  national  Union  oppole  itielf  by  fuch  Methods  as 
Thefe,  in  Time,  to  them. 

Now,  that  I  may  do  This  the  better,  and  make  what 
I  have  to  lay  the  more  fenfibly  felt,  give  me  Leave  to 
iuppofe  (though  I  ipeak  of  a  remote  Time,  and  fuch  an 
one  as  We  ought  to  hope  will  never  come)  that  our  na- 
tional Circumilances  will  be  juft  the  fame  as  they  are 
now,  and  our  Conftitution  as  far  diftant  as  it  now  is 
from  that  Point  of  Perfection ,  to  which  the  Revolution 
ought  to  have  brought  it,  might  have  brought  it,  and 
hath  given  the  Nation  a  Right  to  expeft  that  it  mould 
be  brought.  The  Completion  of  that  glorious  Delive- 
rance is  itill  imperfedt,  after  five  and  forty  Years, 
notwithstanding  the  Hopes  then  given,  the  Engage- 
ments then  taken,  and  the  Opportunities,  that  have 
fince  ariien.  How  This  hath  happened,  by  what  Arts 
this  Juftice  to  the  Conftitution  hath  been  hitherto 
evaded,  fometimes  in  Favour  of  one  Government,  and 
fometimes  in  Favour  of  another,  might  eafily  be  fhewn, 
and  proved  too,  beyond  Contradiction.  But  I  had 
rather  exhort,  than  reproach ;  and  especially  at  a 
Time,  when  a  ftrong  Tendency  appears  among  Men  of 
all  Denominations  to  fuch  a  national  Union  as  will 
cffeftually  obtain  the  compleat  Settlement  of  our  Con- 
JlituticK,  which  hath  been  fo  long  delay'd,  if  it  be 
honeilly,  prudently  and  vigoroufly  improved. 

It  is  certain  then  that  if  ever  fuch  Men  as  call  Them- 
felves  Friends  to  the  Government,  but  are  real  Emmies 

to 
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to  tie  Conftitution,  fhculd  pievail,  They  will  make  it  a 
Capital  a>im  of  their  wicked  Policy  to  keep  up  zjlanding 
drmy.  Falfe  Appearances  of  Reafon  for  it  will  never 
be  wanting,  as  long  as  there  are  Pretenders  to  the 
Crown  j  though  nothing  can  be  more  abfurd  than  to 
employ,  in  Defence  of  Liberty,  an  Initrument  fo  often 
cmploy'd  to  deftroy  it ;  tho'  nothing  can  be  more  abiurd 
than  to  maintain,  that  any  Government  ought  to  make 
ufe  of  the  fame  Expedient  to  fupport  itfelf,  as  another 
Government,  on  the  Ruins  of  which  this  Government 
flands,  was  fubverted  for  ufmg ;  though  nothing  can  be 
proved  more  manifeftly  by  Experience  than  thefc 
two  Propofitions ;  that  Britain  is  enabled,  by  her  Situ- 
ation, to  fupport  her  Government,  when  the  Bulk  ct 
her  People  are  for  it,  without  employing  any  means  5n- 
confiitent  with  her  Conftitution ;  and  that  the  Bulk  of 
the  People  arc  not  only  always  for  the  Government,  w  hea 
the  Government  fupports  the  Coitftituticn,  but  are  even 
hard  and  flow  to  be  detach'd  from  it,  when  the  Govern- 
ment attack?,  or  undermines  the  Conftitution ;  and  when 
They  are  by  Confequence  both  juftiiy'd  in  refitting,  and 
even  obliged  in  Conicience  to  refift  the  Government, 

I  have  heard  it  argued  lately,  that  Pretenders  abroad 
are  a  Security  at  home ;  and  that  a  Government,  expofed 
to  their  Attack?,  will  never  venture  to  attack  the  Con- 
ftitution. I  have  been  told  too,  that  thefe  Notions  were 
entertain'd  by  Some,  who  drew  many  political  Confe- 
quences  from  them  at  the  Revolution.  But  if  any  of 
tnofe  Perfons  arc  Hill  alive,  I  perfuade  myfclf  that  They 
have  alterM  this  Opinion ;  fince  iuch  a  Situation  will 
furnifli,  at  all  Times,  Pretences  of  Danger  ;  fince 
Pretences  of  Danger  to  a  Government,  whether  real  or 
imaginary,  will  be  always  urged  with  Plaufibility,  and 
generally  with  Succefs,  for  obtaining  new  Powers,  or 
for  draining  old  ones-,  and  fince  whilll  Thofe,  who 
mean  well  to  the  Government,  are  impofed  upon  by  Thoie, 
who  mean  ill  to  the  Conftitution,  all  true  Concern  for  the 
fitter  is  kft  in  a  miflaken  Zeal  for  the  former,  and  the 

moU 
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inoft  important  is  ventured  to  fave  the  lead  important, 
when  neither  one  nor  the  other  would  have  been  exppfed, 
if  falle  Alarms  had  not  been  rafhly  and  too  implicitly 
taken,  or  if  true  Alarms  had  not  given  unnecefiary 
Strength  to  the  Government,  at  the  Expence  of  weaken- 
ing the  Conflitution. 

Notwithstanding  what  hath  been  faid,  I  do  not  ima- 
gine that  an  Army  would  be  employ'd  by  tbefe  Ment 
directly  and  at  tirft,  againft  the  Nation,  and  national 
Liberty.     I  am  fo  far  from  thinking  that  any  Men  can 
arife,  in  future  Times    capable  of  attempting,  in  this 
Manner,  what  fome  Men  in  our  Age,  who  call  Them- 
felvcs  Friends  to  the  Government,  have  been  fo  weak 
and  fo  impudent  as  to  avow  in  Print,  and  publifh  to 
the  Nat/on.     To  deftroy  Briti/fo  Liberty,  with  an  Army 
tf  Britons,  is  not  a  Meafure  fo  fure  of  Succefs,  as  fome 
People  may  believe.     To  corrupt  the  Parliament  is  a 
flower,  bat  might  prove  a  more  effectual  Method,  and 
two  or  three  hundred  Mercenaries  in  the  two  Houfes,  if 
They  could  be  lifted  there,  would  be  more  fatal   to  the 
Conjritution  than  ten  Times  as  many  Thoufands  in  Red 
and  in  Blue  out  of  them.     Parliaments  are  the  true 
Guardians  of   Liberty.      For  This  principally   They 
were  inflituted ;   and  This  is  the  principle  Article  of 
that  great  and  noble  Truft,  which  the  collective  Body 
of  the  People  of  Britain  repoies  in  the  Reprefentative. 
But  then  no  Slavery  can  be  fo  effectually  brought  and 
fix'd  upon  us,  as  Parliamentary  Slavery.     By  the  Cor- 
ruption of  Parliament,   and  the  abiblute  Influence  of  a 
Kiffg,  or  his  Minifter,  on    the  two  Houfes,  We  return 
into  that  State,   to  deliver  or  iecure  us  from  which  Par- 
liaments were  inftituted,  and  are  really  govern'd  by  the 
arbitrary  Will  of  one  Man.     Our  whole  Conftitution  is 
at  once  diff.>lved.     Many  Securities  to  Liberty  are  pro- 
vided; but  the  Integrity,  which  depends  on"  the  Fw- 
dr,?.i  and  the  huLiptndtncy  of  Parliament,   is  the  Key- 
ilone,  that  keeps  the  whole  together.     If  This  be  fliak- 
en,  our  Cenjfiiutiiin  totters.     If  it  be  quite  removed, 

our 
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pur  Conftitution  falls  into  Ruin.  That  noble  Fabridc, 
the  Pride  of  Britain,  the  Envy  of  her  Neighbours, 
raifed  by  the  Labour  of  fo  many  Centuries,  repair'd  at 
the  Expence  of  fo  many  Millions,  and  cemented  by 
fuch  a  Profufion  of  Blood  ;  that  noble  Fabrick,  I  fay, 
which  was  able  to  refill  the  united  Efforts  of  fo  many 
Races  of  Gyants,  may  be  demolifh'd  by  a  Race  of 
Pygmies,  The  Integrity  of  Parliament  is  a  Kind  of 
Palladium,  a  tutelary  Goddefs,  who  protects  our  State. 
When  She  is  once  removed,  We  may  become  the  Prey 
of  any  Enemies.  No  Agamemnon,  no  Achilla  will  be 
wanted  to  take  our  City,  Tberfttes  himielf  will  be 
Sufficient  for  fuch  a  Conqueft.  But  I  need  not  dweil 
any  longer  on  this  Subject.  There  is  no  Man,  who 
thinks  at  all,  and  can  fail  to  fee  the  feveral  fatal  Confe- 
quences,  which  will  neceflarily  flow  from  this  one 
Source,  whenever  it  mall  be  open'd.  If  the  Reafon 
of  the  Thing  does  not  flrike  Him  enough,  Experience 
mult.  The  fingle  Reign  of  Henry  the  8th  will  ferve 
to  fhew  that  no  Tyranny  can  be  more  fevere  than 
That,  which  is  cxerciied  by  a  iConcert  with  Parlia- 
ments ;  that  arbitrary  Will  may  be  made  the  fole  Rule 
of  Government,  even  whilfl  the  Names  and  Forms  of  a 
free  Cenftitution  are  preserved  ;  that  for  a  Prince,  or  his 
hliniftcr,  jto  become  our  Tyrant,  there  is  no  Need  to 
abolifh  Parliaments ;  there  is  no  Need  that  He,  who  w 
Matter  of  one  Part  of  the  Legijlaiure,  fhould  endeavour 
to  abolifh  the  other  Su-s,  when  He  can  ufe,  upon  every 
Occafion,  the  united  ftrength  of  the  whole;  there  is  no 
Need  Ke  mould  be  a  Tyrant  in  the  Graft,  when  He 
can  be  fo  in  Detail,  nor  in  Name,,  when  He  can  be  fo  in 
Effed  ;  that  for  Parliaments  to  ellablilh  Tyranny,  there  is 
no  Need  therefore  to  repeal  Magna  Chart*,  or  "any  other 
of  the  great  Supports  of  our  Liberty.  It  is  enough,  if 
They  put  Themfelves  corruptly  and  fervilely  under  the 

Influence  of  fuch  a  Prince,  or  fuch  a  Minifter. 

On  the  whole,  I  conclude  that,  in   the  poffible  Calc 
haft  iuppos'd,   the  firft  and  principal  Objcft  will  be  to 

deltrcy 


fIJbf  CRAFTSMAN.         lop 

clertroy  the  Confutation,  under  Pretence  of  preferring 
the  Government,  by  corrupting  our  Parliaments.  I  am 
the  better  founded  in  concluding  that  This  may  happen, 
in  Come  future  Age,  by  what  We  may  obferve  in  our 
own.  There  is  furely  but  too  much  Rcafon  to  expefl 
that  the  Enemies  of  our  Conftitution  may  attempt  here- 
after to  govern  by  Corruption,  when  We  hear  and  fee 
the  Friends  and  Advocates  of  our  prefent  moft  huorrtrpt 
Minifter  harangue  and  fcribble,  in  Favour  of  Corruption ; 
when  it  is  pleaded  for  and  recommended,  as  a  neceflary 
Expedient  of  Government,  by  (bine  Men  of  all  Ranks 
and  Orders ;  not  only  by  profcfs^d  Hirelings,  who  write 
thst  They  may  eat ;  but  by  Men,  who  have  talk'd 
and  written  Themfelves  already  out  of  their  native  Ob- 
fcurity  and  Penury,  by  afre&ing  Zeal  in  the  Caufe  of 
Liberty  ;  not  only  by  fuch  as  Thele,  but  by  Men,  whofc 
Birth,  Education  and  Fortune  aggravate  their  Crime 
and  their  Folly  ;  by  Men,  whom  Honour  at  Jeait  fhould 
rellrain  from  favouring  fo  difhonourable  a  Caufe;  and 
by  Men,  whofe  peculiar  Obligations  to  preach  up 
Morality  fhould  retrain  Them,  at  leaft,  from  being  the 
Preachers  of  an  Immorality,  above  all  orhers,  abomina- 
ble in  its  Nature,  and  pernicious  in  its  F.ffefts. 

Tbffc  Men  are  ready,  I  know,  to  tell  us  that  the  In- 
fluence They  pkad  for  is  nccefiary  to  ftrengthcn  the 
Hands  of  Thole,  who  govern  ;  that  Corruption  ferves 
to  oil  the  Wheels  of  Government,  and  to  render  the 
Adminiftration  more  imooth  and  eafy  ;  and  that  it  can 
never  be  of  dangerous  Confequence,  under  the  prefent 

Father  of  our  Country. AbfurJ  and  wicked  Triflers  \ 

jitftrdhg  to  Them,  our  excellent  Confllttitlon  (as  one  of 
your  Correspondents  hath  oblerved  extremely  well)  is 
no  better  than  a  Jumble  of  incompatible  Powers,  which 
would  jcparate  find  full  to  Pieces  of  tbemfehci,  tinltjs 
reflraijfd  iind  upheld  by  inch  honourable  Methods  at 
Tbtjje  ^/"BRIBERY"  and  CORRUPTION.  They  would 
prove,  tlat  the  Form  of  cur  Government  is  dcfeftht  to  a 
Degree  of  RiJicakuJnifs.  Bur  the  Ridicule,  as  well  as 
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the  Iniquity,  is  their  own.  A  good  Government  can  want 
no  Power,  under  the  prcfent  Conftitution.  A  bad  one 
may,  and  it  is  fit  it  fhould.  Popularity  is  the  Expedi- 
ent of  one,  and  will  effectually  fupport  it.  Nothing 
but  Corruption  can  fupport  the  other.  If  there  was  a 
leal  Deficiency  of  Power  in  the  Crown,  it  ought  to  be 
iupply'd,  no  Doubt.  The  old  Whimiies  of  Preroga- 
tive fhould  not  be  revived  ;  but  Limitations  ought  to  lie 
taken  off,  or  new  Powers  to  be  given.  The  Friends  of 
Liberty  acknowledge  that  a  Bailance  of  the  Powers,  di- 
vided among  the  three  Parts  of  the  Legif.ature,  is  eflcn- 
tial  to  our  Conftitution,  and  necefiary  to  fuppovt  it.  The 
Friends  of  L&trtj  therefore  would  concur,  at  lealt  to  a 
certain  Point,  with  the  Friends  of  the  Minifin ;  for 
the  firmer  are  Friends  to  Order,  and  Encm.es  lo 
Licence.  For  Decency's  Sake  therefore  let  the  Debate 
be  put  on  this  lilue.  Let  it  be  inch  a  Debate  as/7w- 
rr.en  may  avow,  \\ithoutblufliing.  To  argue  from  this 
fuppofed  Deficiency  of  Power  in  the  Ctwrr,  in  fr.vcur 
of  a  Scheme  of  Government  repugnant  to  all  Laws 
divine  and  human,  is  {uch  an  Initancc  of  abandon'd, 
villainous  Prollitution,  as  the  moll  corrupt  Ages  never 
faw  ;  and  as  will  place  the  prefent  Age,  with  infamous 
Prc  eminence,  at  the  Head  of  them  ;  unkls  the  Nation 
c'o  itfclf  juitice,  and  fix  the  Brand  on  Tbo!e,  uho 

ought  alone  to  bear  it. Thus  much  for  the  Iniquity 

cf  the  Practice  pleaded  for.  As  to  the  Danger  of  if, 
let  us  agree  that  a  Prince,  of  fuch  Magnanimity  and 
Juftice  as  our  prefent  Monarch,  can  never  be  tempted 
by  any  fordid  Motives  to  forget  the  recent  Obligation 
which  He  and  his  Family  have  to  the  Btttifb  Nation, 
by  whom  They  were  made  K.ings ;  nor  to  aim  at 
greater  Power  and  Wealth  than  are  coniiftcnt  with  t  e 

;  the  Conftitution  They  arcintrultcd  to  r 
and  obliged  to  lecure.     Allowing  This  to  be  our  prc- 
lent  Caie,  (and  concerning  our  preier.t  CVe,  there  are 
not   two  Opinions,  I  dare  fay,  in    the  whole  Naiior) 
jet  iliil  lli'w  Symptoms  I  have  nienii^i.'J  iltew  that  the 
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Poi  ."on,  with  which  thefe  pretended  Frif/ids  eftbi  Govern- 
tKffit,  and  real  Enemies  cf  the  Conftitution,  corrupt  the 
•jf  Mankind,  hath  made  tome  Progrefs ;  and  if 
this  Progrefs  be  not  immediately  check'd  by  proper  Anti- 
dotes, and  the  Power  of  poifoning  taken  from  thefe 
Empcrickj,  the  Dileafe  will  grow  incurable.  The  lait 
difmal  Efftft  of  it  may  not,  or  if  you  pleafc,  cannot 
happen  in  tliis  Reign  i  but  it  may,  nay  it  mull  happen 
in  lomc  other,  unlefs  We  prevent  it  efieclually  and  foon  ; 
and  what  Scafon  more  proper  to  pre\ent  it  in,  and  to 
compleat  the  Security  of  our  Liberties,  than  the  Reign 
of  a  Prince,  for  whom  the  Nation  harh  done  Ib  much, 
and  from  whom  by  Confecuence  the  Nation  Jiath  a 
Right  to  expccl  ib  muca?  King  William  cielivc'.M  i:s 
from  Popery  and  Slavery.  There  \vas  William  in  iiis 
Councils,  and  Fortitude  in  his  Conduct.  H- 
throiu-h  many  real  Difficulties  at  home,  and  He  fiv.ohj 
our  Battles  abroad  ;  and  yet  thofe  Poir.to  of  ^ 
which  hud  been  nei,!ec~te.;,  or  not  iuiticieiuly  pvovivic  1 

.1  of  hi-'  Acccflkn,    ^-;j 
\1  liron  Him,  di:riiT  the  \v..oic  Ccu... 
Reign.     The  Men,   who  prci'sM  tiic-n;,  \vc'e  uiilM  y<;- 
(obites,    Tories,    /\.'^.v.'.'.V<.'.vj,  ani    L .•.'r/.',;V;?;-;.-7  too,  rot 
from  the  Throne  indeed,  but  by-  the  Ciamourof  1 
who  fucw'd  great  Indifference  at  'call  for  the  Ctq/lit 
\vhilll  They   aiKviled  great   ?.cai  for  the  G« 
Thay   fuccceccd   however  in  Part,  and  V/c  cnjpy  tli; 
Bcnc.'it   of  their  Succef?.     It  T;;ey   i;iu  ret   (,. 
the  whole  ;  if  the  Sttticmeji:   r.ccolary  io  iecure  -ous 
Liberty,  and  therefore  blended  at  the  Rci-c/utisn,  be  not 
yet  compleat;  let  us  be  pcriuadcd,  and   Ictus  aft  mi 
that  Perluafion,  tlut  the  Honour  of  compfouiug  it  was 
referved  to  crown  the  Glories  of  the  prcicnt  Reign.     To 
finiih  the  great  Work,  which  King  M'illin'i  btgnn,  of 
ciiabliljiing  the  Liberties  oi   I  ::n  and  durable 

Foundations,  mull  be  reputed  an  Honour  mrcly }  and 
to  whom  can  thii  Honour  belong  more  juilly  than  io  a 
Prince,  who  emulate:;  in  Ib  remarkable  a  Manner  ail  th<i 
other  hcroick  Virtues  of  his  .»•<  mwnal  Prcdec;jj~Qr  ?  O. 
K  3  THE 
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EXTRA  ORDINARY; 

IN    WHICH 

The  Right  of  the  People  to  FRE- 
QUENT ELECTIONS  of  their  Re- 
prefenfatzves  is  fully  confider'd. 


To  CALEB     D'ANVERJ,    Efq; 
SIR, 

F  it  was  poffible  for  any  Man,  who  hath 
the  Icalt  Knowledge  of  our  Conftitution, 
to  doubt  in  good  Earnclt  whether  the 
Prefervation  of  pub/ick  Freedom  depends 
on  the  Prefervation  of  Parliamentary 
Freedom,  his  Doubts  might  be  removed 
and  his  Opinion  decided,  one  would  imagine,  by  this 
fingle,  obvious  Remark ;  that  all  the  Defigns  of  our 
Princes  againit  Liberty,  fmce  Parliaments  began  to  be 
eftablilh'd  on  the  Model  Hill  fubfiiUng,  have  been  di- 
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rented  con.1ant!y  to  one  of  thefe  two  Points  ;  either  to 
obtain  f;.cb  Parliament)  as  Tbty  (oidd  govern  ;  or  clie 
to  ftand  ail  the  Difficulties,  and  to  run  all  the  Hazards 
oi  g.:>erning  without  Par  lia/ntnts.  The  Means  prin- 
cipally employ'  d,  to  the  fir  ft  of  tbefe  Purpofcs,  have 
been  und  ue  Influences  on  the  EleSions  of  Members  of 
the  Houle  of  Commons,  and  on  tbtfe  Members,  when 
chofcn.  When  fuch  Influences  could  be  employ'd  fuc- 
cefsfully,  They  have  anfwer'd  all  the  Ends  of  arbitrary 
Will  ;  and  when  they  could  not  be  fo  employ'd,  arbi- 
trary Will  hath  been  forced  to  fubmit  to  the  Conflitu- 
tion.  This  hath  been  the  Cafe,  nor/only  fince,  but  be- 
fore that  great  Change  in  the  Ballance  of  Property  t 
which  began  in  the  Reigusof  Hjnry  the  7th,  and  Henry 
the  8th,  and  carry'd  a  great  Part  of  that  Weight  inrt> 
of  the  Commons,  which  had  lain  before  in  the  Scale  of 
the  Peers  and  Clergy. 

If  we  look  back  "as  far  as  the  Clofe  of  the  I4th  Cen- 
tury (an^Eia  pretty  near  to  Tiur,  when  Parliaments 
received  their  present  Form)  We  Ihall  find  both  tbefe 
Means  employ'd  by  one  of  the  \vorft  of  our  Kings, 
Ricbard  the  zd.  'That  He  might  obtain  bis  Will, 


rajb,  He  dired^ed  Mandates  to  bis  Sberi$s 
(Olficcrs  cf  the  Crown  and  appointed  by  the  Croton  ; 
ibr  inch  They  were  then,  and  fuch  They  Pall  art) 
to  return  certain  Perfo/is  nominated  by  Him  ft  If  ;.  and 
thus  He  acquired  an  undue  Influence  over  the  EJeti;- 
cns.  In  the  next  PLce,  He  oblige  J  ;hc  Per  funs  thi:s 
return'J,  fometimes  by  Threes  and  Terror,  and  Jorne- 
tirnei  ly  Gifts,  to  consent  t. 

prrj-.idiiiiil  to  tbe  Realm  ',  and  thus  He  acquired  an 
undue  Influence  over  the  HvjSi  i>f  Commons  ;  fo  tha% 
upon  the  whole,  the  arbitrary  Will  or"  a  rajb,  bead- 
Jlrvig  Prince,  and  the  Suggeilion?  of  his  wukfj  Mini* 
jtin,  guided  the  Pryceedings  of  /'.,•.'./.;•';./..',  and.  be- 
came the  LAW  <jfii\>  Lai.a.  I  i.;  Obfei  ra- 

tions  of    :!ic   /urn    Kind    through   icveral  fucceedi^g 
Reigns  i.  but  to  avoid  lepgtheOM)^.  lUclc  Letters,  \vliich 
K  3  '  arc 
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are  grown  perhaps  too  long  already,   let  us  defcend  at 
once  to  the  Reign  of  King  Charles  the    zd  ;  for  m 
That  We  ihall  find  Examples  of  all  the  Means,  which 
a  Court,  that   hath  common  Senfe,  and  a  Prince,  who 
will  not  let  his  Crown  on  the  Calt  of  a  Dye,  can   take 
to   undermine   the   Foundations  of  Liberty,   either  by 
governing  Parliaments,  or  by  governing  without  them.  '• 
Now  the   firft  Attempt,  of  this  Kind,   which  King 
Charles  made  againft  the  Ccnflitvtion,   was  This.     He 
improved  and  managed  the  Spirit  of  the  firft  Parlid~ 
mint  He  call'd,  fo  as  to  render  the  two  Hcut'es  obfc- 
<juious  to  his  Will,  ahnoft  in  every  Ca.e  ;  and   having 
got  the  TRIENNIAL  BILL  repeal'd,  He  kept  the  fame 
Parliament  in  Being  for  many  Years  by  Prorogations  ; 
•which   crept  into  Cuftom   long  before  his  Time,  but 
were  dill  a  modern  Invention,  with  relpccl  to  the  pri- 
mitive Inftitution  of  Parliaments,  and  wholly  repug- 
nant to  the  antient  Praclice.     Thus  He  eftablifli'd  a 
fland'vig  Parliament ;  which  is,  in  thfc  Nature  of  it,  as 
dangerous  as  a  ft  an  ding  Army,  and  may  become,   in 
Jbme  Conjuncture?,  much  more  fatal  to  Liberty.  When 
the  Meafures  of  his  Adminiflration  grew  too 'bad,  and 
the  Tendency  of  them  too  apparent  to  be  defended  and 
•fupported,   even  in   that  Parliament,   and    even  by  a 
Party-Spirit,  He  had   Recourfe  to  a  fccond  Attempt ; 
That  is,  to  Corruption,  and  Clifford  firft  Jifled  a  mer- 
cenary Band  of  Fruna'j   lo  the  Government,  againft  the 
Conftittttion.     •       Let  us  obfcive,  or,  this  Occafion,  a»d 
as  We  pafe  along,  that  a  national  Party  (fuch  a  Party 
as  the  Court  adopts,  in  Contradiliir.iHon  to  iuch  a  Party 
as  it  creates,)  will   always  retain  fcrne  national  Prin- 
('.plfi,  fomc  Regard  to  the  Ctnftituticn.     They  may  be 
tnnfported,  or  iurprized,  during  the  Heat  of  Con t eft 
tfpccially,  into  Mcalures  of  long  and  fatal  Confequencc. 
'i  hey  may  be  carry'd  on,  for  a  certain  Tune  and  to  a 
certain  Point,  by  the  Lulls  of  Vengeance  and  Power,  in 
order  to  wreak  one  upcn  their  Atlveriaries,   and  to  fe- 
cuifc  the  other  to  Tilemilvci.    But  a  natienal  Parti 

Will 
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will  never  be  the  Inftruments  of  compleating  rational 
Ruin.  They  will  become  the  Adverfaries  of  their 
Friends,  and  the  Friends  of  their  Adverfarie?,  to  pre- 
vent it  ;  and  the  Minijter,  who  perfifts  in  fb  villainous 
a  Projcdl,  by  what  Name  foever  He  may  afreclt  to  di- 
ilinguim  Himfelf  and  his  Follower?,  will  be  found  really 
at  the  Head  of  a  Faffien,  not  of  a  Party.  But  the 
Difference  between  one  and  the  other  is  fo  vifible,  and 
the  Boundaries,  where  Party  ceafes  and  Fafiicn  com- 
mences, are  fo  flrongly  mark'd,  that  it  is  fufficient  to 
point  at  them. 

I  return  therefore,  and  obferve  that  when  the  Spirit 
of  Party  fail'd  King  Charles,  and  the  Corruption  He 
employ'd  proved  ineffectual,  He  refolved  to  govern  for 
a  Time  without  Parliaments,  and  to  employ  that  Time, 
as  fbon  as  He  had  check'd  the  Spirit  of  one  Party,  by 
inflaming  That  of  another,  in  garbling  Corporations. 
He  had  found  by  Experience  that  it  was  impoffible  to 
corrupt  the  Stream  in  any  great  Degree,  as  long  as  the 
Fountain  continued  pure.  He  apply'd  Himfelf  there- 
fore to  fpread  the  Taint  of  the  Court  in  them,  and  to 
poifon  thofe  Springs,  from  whence  the  Health  and  Vi- 
gour of  the  Conjiitution  flow.  This  was  the  third,  the 
laft,  and  by  much  the  more  dangerous  Expedient,  em- 
ploy'd by  the  Friends  of  the  Government,  in  the  Reign 
of  King  Charles  the  zd,  to  undermine  our  Liberties. 
The  Efreft  of  it  He  did  not  live  to  fee  ;  but  we  may 
eafily  conjecture  what  it  would  have  been. 

The  Uie  I  make  of  what  hath  been  here  faid  is  This. 
The  Delign  of  the  Revolution  being  not  only  to  lave  us 
from  the  immediate  Attempts  on  our  Religion  and  Li- 
berty, made  by  King  James,  but  to  lave  us  from  all 
other  Attempts,  which  had  been  made,  or  might  be 
made,  of  the  fame  Tendency  ;  to  renew  and  ftrrngthen 
our  Conftitntion  ;  *  to  ejtablijb  the  Peace,  Hcr.^ur  and 
Happinefi  oftheje  Natisns  upon  lajlirtg  Fcundations,—— 

and 

*  See  the  Prince  of  Orange'/  Dcclarat'm, 
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and  to  procure  a  Settlement  of  the  Religion,  and  .«/"  tke 
Liberties  and  Properties  of  the  Sttbjefts,  ufsn  jo  jure  a 
Foundation,  that  there  might  be  tiff  Daxgtr  of  the  Na- 
tion's relapfing  into  the  like  Mifcries  at  any  Tune  here- 
after ;  This  being,,  I  lay,  the  avow'd  Delign  of  the 
Rtvctution,  and  the  Nation  having  engaged  in  it  on  a 
Confidence  that  all  Thu  would  be  effectually  peiform'd, 
the  Deiign  of  the  Rert/iifJww&s  not  accomplilh'd,  the 
Benefit  of  it  vvas  not  iecured  to  us,  the  juit  Expectations 
of  the  Nation  could  not  be  anfwer'd,  unleis  the  Free- 
dom of  Elections  and  the  Frequency,  Integrity  and  Inde- 
pendency of  Parliaments  were  fnfficiently  provided  for. 
Theie  are  the  Effentials  of  Britijh  Liberty.  Defefls  in 
other  Parts  of  the  Cenftituticn  can  never  be  fatal,  if 
There  are  preferved  intire.  But  Defects  in  Thefe  will 
icon  dcftroy  the  Cwftitut'uv,  though  every  other  Part 
of  it  fnould  be  fo  prefeived.  .  However  it  happened, 
die  Truth  and  Notoriety  of  the  Fact  oblige  us  to  fay 
that  thefe  important  Conditions,  without  which  Liberty 
can  never  be  (ecure,  were  almolr.  wholly  neglected  at 
the  P.i  volution.  The  Claim  of  Right  declaie?,  indeed, 
that  Etfdians  ought  to  be  free  \  tl.it  Freedom  cf  Spee(h 
and  Debates  ought  not  to  be  imptaciSd,  or  out'ftiwd  out 
cf  Parliament  ;  and  tlat  Pat Hatt'iiits  cuibt  ta  be  beld 
freaucutiy.  But  fuch  Declarations,  hov.  ever  ioicir.nly 
made,  are  nothing  better  than  pompous  Trifles,  if  they 
ftaod  alone ;  produftive  of  no  Good,  and  thus  far  pro- 
duftive  of  111,  that"  they  ferve  to  amul'c  Muukird,  in 
Points  of  the  greatefl  Importance,  and  wherein  it  con- 
cerns Them  the  moll  r.eaily  neither  to  be  deceived, 
nor  fo  much  as  amufed.  Thefe  were  Rights,  no  Doubt, 
to  which  the  Nation  had  an  indifputable  Claim.  But 
then  they  ought  to  have  been  more  than  claiin'd,  fmcc 
they  had  been  fo  ofcen  and  fo  lately  invaded.  That 
they  -vcre  not  more  than  claimM,  that  they  were  not 
cffcifU^Ily  alTcitedand  fccural,  at  thic  Time,  gave  very 
great  and  immediate  Diflatisfadlion  ;  and  'i  hey,  who 
were  cali'J  Wbigt  \\\  tiioie  Days,  uiiiin-uiih'd  Tlieni- 
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felves  by  the  Loudnds  of  their  Complaints.  Thus, 
for  Inltance,  They  infilled  that  there  could  be  no 
*  real  Sfttle-ment.  nay  that  it  was  a  Jcft  to  talk  of  a 
Settlement,  till  the  Manner  and  Time  of  calling  Parlia- 
ments and  their/tfHrg-,  when  calPd,  were  fully  deter- 
mined; and  This,  in  order  to  prevent  the  Practice 
of  keeping  ONE  and  the  SAME  PARLIAMENT  fo  long 
on  Foot,  till  the  Majority  was  corrupted  by  Offices, 
Gifts,  and  Pen/ions.  They  infilled  that  the  Aflaranccs 
given  at  the  Revolution  had  led  Them  to  think  that 
f  the  ancient  legal  Courfe  of  ANNUA.LLY  CHOSEN 
PARLIAMENTS  would  have  been  immediately  rejiored  ; 
and  the  particular  Circumftances  of  King  William,  who 
had  received  the  Crown  by  Gift  of  the  People,  and 
who  had  renew'd  the  original  Contra  ft  with  the  People, 
(\\hich  are  precifely  the  Circumilances  of  the  prefenc 
Royal  Family)  were  urged  as  particular  Reafons  for 
the  Nation  to  expeft  his  Complyance. 

The  frequent  fitting  cf  Parliament  was  indeed  pro- 
vided for,  indirectly  and  in  Coniequence,  by  the  Exi- 
gencies of  the  War,  which  foon  follow'd  the  Revo- 
lution. This  War  made  aunual  Supplies  neceflary  ; 
and,  before  it  was  over,  the  fame  Neceflity  of  annual 
Sejfftons  of  Parliament  came  to  be  eRablifli'd,  as  it  con- 
tinues to  this  Hour,  by  the  great  Alteration  made  re- 
latively to  the  publick  Revenue.  The  whole  publick 
Revenue  had  been  the  King's  formerly.  Parliamentary 
Aids  were,  in  thofe  Day.%  extraordinary  and  occafio- 
nal  ;  and  Things  came  to  that  Pafs  at  laft,  that  Par- 
liaments were  more  frequently,  or  more  rarely  convened, 
juft  as  Courts  had  more  frequent,  or  more  rare  Occa- 
fions  for  fuch  Supplies.  But  King  William  began  to 
be,  and  all  our  Princes  fincc  Him  have  continued  to 


*  See  Confederations  concerning  the  State  of  the  Na- 
tion, by  Mr.  Hambden,  publiflfd  in  1692. 

t  4n  Enquiry,  v  a  Difcourfe,  &c.  pub <HJb 'di*  1693. 
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be,  only  Proprietors  for  Life  of  that  Part  of 
Revenue,  which  is  appropriated  to  their  Cr.'il-LiJi  ; 
although  They  are  intruded  (\\\\  with  the  Management 
of  the  Whole,  and  are  even  the  Stewards  of  \bs.publick 
Creditor ')  for  that  Part,  which  is  the  piivate  Property 
of  tbefc  Creditors.  This  is  the  prefent  State,  fufncicntry 
known,  but  neceflary  to  be  mention'd,  particularly  on 
this  Occafion  ;  and  This  muft  condrue  to  be  the  State, 
unlefs  fome  Prince  mould  arife  hereafter,  \vho,  being 
advifed  by  a  defperate  Mintfter,  abetted  by  a  mercenary 
Fafiion,  Supported  by  a  ftanding  Arm^,  and  infiiga- 
ted,  like  Richard  the  zd,  by  the  *  Ra/hnefs  of  his  ctvn 
Temper,  may  ky  rapacious  Hands  on  all  the  Funds,  that 
have  been  created,  and  by  applying  illegally  what  He 
may  raifc  legally,  convert  the  whole  to  his  o  -  n  L  .c , 
and  fo  cftabiifh  arbitrary  Power,  by  depriving  at  one 
Stroke  many  of  his  Subjects  of  their  Property,  and  all 
of  Them  of  their  Liberty.  Till  This  happens,  ( and 
Heaven  forbid  that  it  fhould  be  ever  attempted  !)  Stf- 
Jions  if  Parliament  rnuil  he  annually  held,  OF  the  Go- 
vernment itfelf  be  diftrefs'd.  Cut  neither  is  This  fuch  a 
direft  and  full  Security  as  the  Importance  of  the  Thing 
requires  ;  nor  does  the  Security  of  our  Liberty  confiit 
only  in  frequent  Sfjffions  of  Parliaments  ;  but  it  con- 
fills  likewise  in  frequent  new  Parliament;.  Nay,  it 
confifts  fo  much  more  in  This  than  in  the  other,  that 
the  firn:cr  may  tend,  without  the  latter,  even  more 
than  the  Difcwtiauance  of  Parliaments,  to  the  Lois  of 
Liberty.  This  was  foreieen  by  the  Wifdom  of  our 
Conftitution.  According  to  That,  although  it  became 
in  Time  (by  the  Courfe  of  Events  and  infenfible  Al- 
teration:) no  longer  neceflary  to  call.  Parliaments  once, 
or  even  twite  in  a  Tear,  which  had  been  the  more  an- 
cient Practice  ;  yet  ftill  our  Kings  continue  under  an 
Incapacity  of  proceeding  long  in  Government,  with 
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any  tolerable  Eafe  and  Safety   to   Themfelves,  with- 
out the  Concurrence  and  Aflillance  of  thcfe  Affcmblies. 
According  to   the  fame  Conflitution,    as  Parliaments 
were  to  be  held,  fo  they  were   to   be  cbofen  frequent' 
fy  ;  and  the  Opinion,  that  the  Holding  and  Continu- 
ance of  Parliaments  depended  abfolutely  on  the  Will  of 
the  Prince,  may  be  juitly  rank'd  among  thoie  Attempts, 
that  were  made  by  fome  Men  to  fet  the  Law,  vvhillt 
others  endeavour'd  to  fet  the  Gofpef,  on  the  Side  of  ar- 
iiitrary  Powtr.     This  is  the  plain  Intent  and  Scheme 
of  our  Conflitution,  which  provides  that  the  Reprefen- 
tativcs  of  the    People  mould  have  frequent  Opportu- 
nities to  communicate  together  about  national  Grievan- 
ces ;  to  complain  of  them,  and  to  obtain  the  Redrefs  of 
them,  in  an  orderly,  folemn,  legal  Manner ;  and  that 
the  People  mould  have  frequent  Opportunities  of  cal- 
ling their  ReprefflttatfVfs  to  Account,  as  it  were,  for  the 
Difcharge  of  the  Trull  committed   to  Them,  and  of 
approving,  or  difapproving  their  Conduft,  by  electing 
or  not  electing  Them  anew.    Thus  our  Conflitution  fup- 
polt?,  that  Prince!  may  abu!e  their  Power,  and  Par- 
liaments betray    their  Truft;  and  provide?,  as  far  as 
human  Wiidom  can   provide,  that  neither   one,    nor 
the  other,  may  be  able  to  do  fo  long,  without  a  fuffi- 
cient  Controul.    If  the  Crown,  indeed,  periiils  in  ufurp- 
ing-  on  the  Liberty   if   the   People,  or  in  any    other 
Kind  of  Male- Admin': ft  r:iti»n\  and  if  the  Prince,  who 
wears    it,  proves  deaf,  as   our  Princes  have  fometimes 
been,  to  the  Voice  of  hb  Parliament  and    his  P'ecple, 
there  remains  no  Remedy  in  the  Syftem  of  the  Coitfli- 
tutio:!.     The  Con.fi ituticn  is  broken  by  the  Obftinacy  of 
the  Prince,  and  the  *  People  mujt  appmJ  to  Heaven  in 
This,  at  in  all  other  Cafes,  where  They  have   no  'Judge 
:/,'  Earth.   Thus,  if  a  Parliament  fliould  porfiil  in  abet- 
ting Male-AdminiJlraticr.,  or  any  Way  give  up  tbofc 
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Liberties,  which  They  were  intrutted  to  maintain,  no 
Doubt  can  be  made  but  that  \\itPcople  would  be  in 
the  lame  Cafe ;  fmce  their  Rcprcjer.tatives  have  no 
more  Right  to  betray  Them,  than  their  Kings  have  to 
ufurp  upon  Them  ;  and  by  Con'equence  They  would 
acquire  the  fame  Right  of  appealing  to  Heaven,  if  our 
Conftituticn  had  not  provided  a  Remedy  againft  this 
£•:•!/,  which  could  not  be  provided  againil  the  other ; 
but  our  Conftitution  hath  provided  fuch  a  Remedy  in 
the  frequent  SucerJJions  of  new  Parliaments,  by  which 
jhcre  is  not  Time  fufficient  given  to  form  a  Majority  cf 
the  Rfprefentatives  of  the  People  into  a  MINISTERIAL 
CABAL  ;  or  by  which,  if  This  fliould  happen,  Jucb  a 
Cabal  muft  be  foon  broken.  Theie  Reflections  and 
fuch  others,  as  they  naturally  fuggeft,  are  fufficient  to 
convince  any  thinking  Man,  ijl,  That  nothing  could 
make  it  fafe,  nor  therefore  reafonable,  to  repoie  in  any 
Set  of  Men  whatsoever  fo  great  a  Truft  as  the  tollcRke 
£ody  delegates  on  the  Reprefentative  in  this  Kingdom, 
except  the  Sborlneji  cfthe  Term,  for  which  this  Truft  is 
delegated,  zdfy,  That  every  Prolongation  cf  this  Term 
is  therefore,  in  its  Degree,  unfafe  for  the  People;  that 
it  weakens  their  Security,  and  endangers  Liberty  by  the 
very  Powers  given  for  its  Prelervation.  ^dly,  That 
fucb  Prolongations  expofe  the  Nation,  in  the  poffible 
CaJe  of  having  a  corrupt  Parliament,  to  lofe  the  great 
Advantage,  which  our  Cexftitutim  hath  provided,  cf 
curing  the  Evil,  before  it  grows  conHrm'd  and  defpe- 
»'e,  by  the  gentle  Method  of  ebufing  a  new  Reprejen- 
tative,  and  reduce  the  Nation  by  Confequence  to  have 
no  other  Alternative  than  That  of  fubmitting,  or  reft/i- 
ing  ;  though  Bultnijfffon  will  be  as  grievous,  and  Rcfif- 
tance  much  more  difficult,  when  the  LcgiJJatitre  be- 
trays its  Truft,  than  when  the  King  alone  abufes  his 

power. Thefe  Reflections,  I  iay,  arc  fufficient  to 

prove  theie  Proportions ;  and  thefe  Proportions  let  be- 
fore us,  in  a  very  ftrong  Light,  the  Neceflky  of  ufing 
our  utinoft  Efforts  that  the  true  Dcfign  of  our  Coniii- 
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tuiiop  may   be   puriued  as  cioiely  as  pom'oie  by   the 
Re-eftabliihment  of  annual,    or  at   leait   of    triennial 
Parliaments.     But  the  Importance  of  the  Matter,  and 
the   particular  Seafonablenefs  of  the  Conjuncture,  in- 
vite  me  to    offer  one   Confideration  more   upon  this 
Head,  which  1  think  will  not  ftrike  the  lefs   for  be- 
ing  obvious    and    plain.     It  is  Thi«.    Should  a  King 
obtain,  for  many  Tears   at    once,    the    Supplies    and 
Powers,  which  ufed  to.be  granted  .annually  to  Him; 
This    would    be    deemed,    I   preiume,    even  in    the 
prefent  Age,    an    unjuftifiable   Mcaiurc,    and    an  in- 
tolerable Grievance,  for  this  plain  Reafon  ;  becaufe  it 
\vov.id  alter  our  Cfttftitfition  in  the  furda mental  Article, 
that  requires  frcque nt  Affemblies  of  the  whole  LegiJIature, 
in  order  to  alfirt,  and  controul  too,  the  executive  Pettier, 
which  is  intruded  u  ith  one  Part  of  it.     Mow  I  a.^k,   'is 
not  the  Article,  which  requires  frequent  Elections  of  the 
Representative,  by  the  coljeftivc  Body  of  the  People,  in 
order  to  Secure  the  latter  againit  the  ill  Coniecuences 
of  the  poffible  Weakneis,  or  Corruption  of  the  farmer, 
as  fundamental  an  Article,  and  as  effential.  to  the  Pr» 
fe.-vation  of  our  Liberties,  as  the  other  ?   No  Man  dares 
fay  that  it  is  not ;  at  lea  ft.  no  Man,  \vho  ueierve-  our  At- 
tention.    The  People  of  Britain  have. as  good  a  R^hr, 
and  a  R:gi::-as  neccilary    to   be  aiilrted,  to  keep   their 
RepreJeittjfJveJ  true  to  the  Truit  repo.ed  in  Them,  and 
to  the  Preien'aaon  of  the  O/v/.':/.v/;w/,   by  tl;e  Controul 
'{uent  E It  (lions,  as  They  have  to  keep  their  Kings 
true  to  the  Trull  repo.'ed  in  Them,  and  to  the  Prelerva- 
tion  of  the-  Cottj'tituiien,  by   the    Controul  of  frequent 
£i:fi>%s  cf  Parliament.     How  comes  it  then  to  pals, 
that  we  may  oliiervc  10  great*  Diligence  ia  the  Senti- 
men;  r.d,    about   thc:e   two  Cafe*  ?  Propoic 

the  firjt,  •, there  is  no /.;  •  t/.tbeGaeen 

who  will  not  nftcd  all  that  Honor  at    the  Propofitiop, 
which  every  frlmd  of.  the  Cyi.jiitutien  will  real 
Propoie  the   keeping  L:-  .    n,v    the    r: 

aeffrtnia; Purliarfhnts,  t: 

will  contend  llrenuoufly  for  eaf,znd  by  Con'er.uerce  lor 
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i>ctb  ;  fince  there  can  be  no  Reafbn  alledged  for  the 
firjt,  which  is  not  fhonger  for  the  loft,  and  would 
cot  be  ftill  ftronger  for  a  longer  Term.  The.'e  Realbns, 
drawn  from  two  or  three  common-place  Topicks  of 
•pretended  Convenieney  and  Expediency,  or  of  y »//«/."*./ 
Tranquilty  at  borne,  and  Strength  abroad,  I  need  not 
mention.  They  have  been  mention'd  by  other?,  and 
Sufficiently  refuted.  But  Thar,  which  may  very  juftly 
appear  marvellous,  is  This;  that  tome  Men,  I  think 
not  many,  who  are  true  friends  of  the  Ccnjtitutiw,  have 
•--  been  llagger'd  in  their  Opinions,  and  almoit  feduccd  by 
the  falfe  Reafonings  of  thefe  FritnJt  of  the  Government ; 
.though  nothing  can  be  more  eafy  than  to  ihew  from 
Rcafon  and  Experience,  that  Convenience,  Expedient*;, 
*nd  dome/lick  clranquility  may  be,  and  in  Fa£t  have 
been  as  well,  nay  better  fecured,  under  triennial,  nay 
annual  Parliaments,  than  under  P artianutfts  of  a  longer 
Continuance;  and  as  for  Strength  abroad,  (That  is,  na- 
tional Credit  and  Influence)  it  will  depend  on  the  Opi- 
nion foreign  Nations  have  of  our  national  Dilpofitions, 
«nd  the  Unanimity  of  our  Sentiments.  It  muft  be 
chieflv  determined  therefore  by  their  Knowledge  of 
the  real  Senfe  of  the  Nation.  Now  that  can  appeal 
no  Way  (b  much  as  in  the  natural  State  of  our  Con  ft  i- 
tution,  by  frequent  EJeQions  ;  and  when  it  does  ap- 
pear ib,  it  mult  have  another  Kind  of  Efttft  than  the 
bare  Relblution-'  of  a  Jtalf,  minijierial  Parliament  ; 
elpccially  if  it  happens,  as  it  may  happen  in  fome 
future  Time,  that  the  Senfe  of  the  Nation  fhould  ap- 
pear to  be  different  from  the  Senieof  fuck  a  Parliament ; 
.and  that  the  Refolutions  of  Jucb  a  Par/iarr:tt;t  ihculil 
he  avowedly  dictated  by  M>K,  odious  and  hated,  con- 
temptible and  contemrrd,  hoth  at  Home  and  Abrcud. 

But  in  the  Supposition  tliat  fomc  Incon\cniencics 
may  ante  by  t'nqufnt  Eleftions  ;  (\vhich  is  only  al!ow\l 
jor  Argument'.-  Sake  ;)  are  luch  fnconvenicncics  and 
the  trilling  Conicquenccs  of  them,  to  be  fet  in  the 
Ballancc  againit  the  Danger  of  weakening  any  one 
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Barrier  of  our  Liberty  ?     Every  Form  of  Government 

l.-irli    Advantages    and    Difadvantages   peculiar   to    ir. 
Thus  abfdute  Mi  •>.-!!  ci-it'.t  fecm  moil  form'd  for  Hidden 
and  vigorous  Efforts  of  Power,    cither  in  attacking,  or 
in  la  'ending  ;   \vhilll,    in  free  Corijtitutiotif,   the  Forms 
vernmcnt  mult  he  neceiTarily    more  complicated 
and  flow  ;    ib  that  in  Tfa'ie,  the  lame  Secrecy  cannot  be 
.  kept,  nor  the  lame  Difpatch  always  made,  nor 
:  IK  ,S •  t:,;  1 1 iicij  of  Meaftircs  al way s  pu'rfucd .     Mud 
i..i  thefe  Form%   inilituted  to  preferve  the  Checks  and 
t'on'i-ouls  of  the  feveral   Parts  of  the  Ceiijtitution  on 
one;  another,  and   neceffary   by  Confequencc  to   pre- 
fcrvc  tiic  'Lii-trty  of  the  whole,  be  abandon'd  therefore, 
and  a  free  Qwftitutian  be  dcitroy'd,  for  the  Sake  of  fome 
CfttvtXsertcy,  or  Expediency  the  more,  in  the  Ad- 
rainiftrauon  of  poblick  Affairs  ?    No   certainly.     We 
<ecp  our  jife  CanJJituticu,  with  the   fmall  De- 
•  ic'Viing  to  it,   or  V/e  mull  change  it  for  an  ar- 
litiaiy  (jii-trntxcNt,  free  perhaps  from  theie  Defeat?,  but 
liii.ic    to   more  ai:d  ix>    \vcile.       In   fliort,  We   mull 
make  our  Optkm   ;     and    farely   this  Option   is   not 
hard  to   be   mad?1,  between   the  real  and    permanent 
Bleiiings   of  Lil^tt'j,  diflufed  through  a  wbi/e  Nation, 
an.i  the  fantattick  and    accidental  Advantages,   which 
'7%,  who  govern,  not  the  BoJy  of  the  People,  enjoy  un- 
der abfolute  Monarchies.     1  will  not  multiply  Inilancef, 
though  they   croud    in   upon   me.  .  Two  Confuls 

were  chofcn  annually  at  Rome,  and  the  Proconsular 
r^'"cr  in  the  Govern. aent  of  Provinces  .was  limited  to 
a  Tear.  Several  Inconveniencies  arofe,  no  Doubt,  from 
the  itrkl  Obiervation  of  this  Inftitution.  Some  appear 
very  plain  in  Hiftory  ;  and  We  may  afluie  our  c'vcs 
that  many  Arguments  of  Convenient^,  of  Expediency, 
Q£ preferring  the  Tranquility  of  the  City,  and  of  giv- 
ing Strength  and  Weight  to  the  Arms  and  Couniels  of 
the  Commonwealth,  were  urged  to  prevail  on  the  Peo- 
ple to  diipenfe  with  thefc  Inflituiior.s,  in  Favour  of 
Pompey  ar.d  of  Caj'ar.  What  was  ;.Lc  Coiul^uciKe  ? 
L  2  "The 
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The  Pyralc!  were  extirpated,  the  Price  of  Cera  Was  re- 
duced, Spain  was  held  in  Subjection,  Gaul  was  con- 
quer'd,  the  Germans  were  repulfed,  Ror/if  truimph'd,- 
her  Gwtrnment  flourished  ;  but  her  Cinjiitution  was 

deiiroy'd,  tier  Liberty  was  loft. The  Law  of  Habeas 

Corpus,  that  noble  Badge  of  Liberty,  which  every 
Subject  of  Britain  wears,  and  by  which  He  is  diiiin- 
i!uilhed  fo  eminently,  not  from  the  S/arcs  alone,  but 
i>ven  from  the  Freemen  of  other  Countries ;  the  Law  of 
Habeas  Corpus,  I  (a./,  may  be  attended  perhaps  with 
iorho  litile  Inconveniencie-s  in  Time  of  Sedition  and 

Rebellion The  flow  Methods  of  giving   /;.• 

and  the  ftrifl  Appropriittiexs  of  it,  when  given,  may  be 
attended  with  ionic  Inconveniency  likevvjfe,  in  Times 

of  Danger,    and  'in  great  Exigencies  of  State 

But  who  will  plead  for  the  Repeal  of  the  Habeas  Corpus 
Act;  or  who  would  not  preis  for  the  Revival  of  it,  if 
it  Hood  fu'pendcd  for  an  indefinite,  or  even  *  long 
Term? — — Who  will  fay  that  the  Practice  of  giving 
Money  ti'itbeu?  Actwnt,  or  pa-ffing  Yotes  of  Credit ',  (by 
which  the  Purfe  of  the  People  is  taken  out  of  the  Hands 
of  Tbofe,  whom  the  People  trufted,  and  put  into 
the  Hands  ofThofe,  whom  They  neither  did,  nor  would 
have  truftecl)  who  will  fay  that  fuch  a  Deviation  from 
thofe  Rulft  of  Parliament,  which  ought  to  be  decm'd 
focred  and  preferved  inviolate,  may  be  eflablifh'd,  or 
mould  'not  be  opposed  by  all  poffible  Means,  if  it  was 
eftablifh'd  ? 

Jf  all  This  be  as  c'e.^r  a<;  T  imagine  it  is ;  if  the 
Objections  to  freptcnt  Eleflim  of  Parliaments  do 
not  lye;  or,  .foppofing  them  to  rye,  rf  the  Danger  on 
tne  Side  outweighs  vartly  the  fuppofed  Inconveniency 
on  the  other ;  riary,  if  Latvf  and  Inftitntions.,  not  more 
cneiuial  to  the  Prc'eYvarion  of  Liberty  than  this  artirnt 
ntcl  fandffm-nt.il  Rn!c  of  ear  ConfHtvtion,  be  mairr- 
tsin'd  ;  and  if  all  Men  are  forced  to  agree,  (even  They, 
who  wifh  them  perhaps  abolim'd)  that  they  ought  t& 
be  maUitain'd,  fw  the  Sake  of  preferring  Libtrtj ;  J« 
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me  ask  again,  how  comes  it  to  pafs  that  We  obferve  f° 
great  a  Difference  between  the  Sentiments  and  Reafon- 
ings  of  Mankind  about  frequent  SefivHs  >jf  Parliament^ 
and  frequent  Parliaments ;  about  the  Cafe  now  before 
ii?,  and  all  the  others,  that  have  been  mcntion'd  ?  The 
only  Manner,  in  which  I  can  account  for  fuch  an  In- 
confiftency,  is  This.  The  Sight  of  the  Mind  differs 
very  much  from  the  Sight  of  the  Bwy,  and  its  Opera- 
.  tions  are  frequently  the  Reverie  of  the  ether.  Objecls 
at  a  Diftance  appear  to  the  former  in  their  true  Magni- 
tude, and  diminifli  as  they  are  brought  nearer.  The 
Event,  that  created  much  Attonifhmcnt,  Indignation, 
or  Terror  in  Profoeft,  creates  lefs  and  lefs,  as  it  ap- 
proaches, and  by  the  Time  it  happen?,  Men  have  fa- 
miliarized Themielves  to  it If  the  Ret/tans 

had  been  told,  in  the  Days  of  Augujlus,  that  an  Em- 
"  would  fuccced,  in  whole  Reign  an  Horfe  fhould 
l~c  made  Conful,  They  would  have  been  extremely 
iurprized.  I  believe,  They  were  not  ib  much  iuiprizej, 
when  the  Thing  happened  ;  when  the  Horje  was  Conful 

and  Caligula  Emperor. If  it  had  been  foretold  to 

thofe  Patriots  at  the  Revolution,  who  remember'd  long 

Parliaments,    who  ilill  felt  the  Smart  of  them,  who 

ftruggled   hard  for   annual,  and   obtain'd  with   much 

Difficulty,  at  the  End  of  five  or  fix  Years,  triennial 

Parliaments,  that  a  Time  would  come,  when  even  the 

Term  of  triennial  Parliament*  would  be  deem'd   too 

i  Parliament,  chofen  for  three  Ttars,  would 

•tr  more,  and  entail  ;'.:rlia~ 

on  the  \:a;ion  ;  that  This  would  happen,  and  the 

,.vudi  Labours  be  loft,  in  little  more 

than  twenty  Year.-: ;  and  that  it  would  be  biou^ht  about, 

.!!uent  continued  on   the-  FourJarions 

:  had   been 

;.l  at  the  Time  I  mention,  it  w_  •    car'd 

improbable  and  iiiunilrous  to  the  FriencL  or  the  /.. 

.:  happcn'd  ;  and,  in  iels  than  twenty 

Yrar'  .  ..,  or  is  growing,  familiar  to  us.     The 

L  3  ur.l- 
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uniform  Zeal  and  Complaifance  of  our  Parliaments  for 
the  Cr o-ton  leave  little  Room  to  apprehend  any  Attempt 
to  govern  without  tbtrr.  ;  or  to  make  Them  do  in  one 
Seffisit  the  Work  of  feven  ;  though  This  would  be  ex- 
tremely convenient,  no  Doubt,  a  great  Eafe  to  future 
fflimjfers,  and  a  great  faving  of  Expence  and  Time  to 
Country  Gentlemen.     But  mppofe,  (for  I  dcfirc  it  may 
bs  reniemberM  that  We  reafon'  hypothetical!}-)  fuppofe  a 
Parlirtnent  (hould  think  fit  to  give,  in  the  fitft  Sejfion, 
all  the  Money,  all  the  Credit,  and  all  the  Powers,  ne- 
ceflary  for  carrying  on  the  Government,  during  feven 
Tears'-,  and  then  let  thofe  Perfon.-,  who  will  be  fliock'd 
at  this  Suppofition,  and  yet  declare  Themfelves  for  ftp- 
teml'.al  Parliaments,  lay  their  Hands  on  their  Hearts, 
and  confider  whether  f'uch  an  Alteration  of  the  Confti- 
tution  might  not  grow  familiar  to  Them,  and  even  gain 
their  Approbation.     I  think,  it  would  do  fo.     I  am 
fure,  it  might  as  reafonably  as  the  other.     They  would 
4ind  the  Eafe,    in  one  Cafe,    of  little  A' tendance,  as 
much  as  That  of  dlflent  Ekftim,  in  the  other.     The 
Arguments   of  Convenience,  Expediency,   fublick  Traft- 
jttitity,  and  Strength  ts  tic  Government,  would  be  juft 
ks  well  apply*d  ;  and  if  the  Mini  ft  en  fhould,  by  Miracle, 
make  no  very  exorbitant  ill  Ufe  of  fuch  a  Situation,  I 
doubt  whether  He,  who  fhould  plead  for  annual  Parli- 
aments then,  would  be  much  better  heard  by  the  fame 
Perfom,  than  He,  who  pleads  for  frequent  Eletficns  of 
Parliaments,  is  now.     But  let  not  the  Lovers  cf  Liberty, 
the  friends  of  our  Corftitution,  reafbn  in  this  Manner. 
Let  Them  remember  that  Diingcr  commences,  when  the 
Breach  is  made,  not  when  the  Attack  is  begun  5   that 
He,  who  negkcb  to  ftcp  the  Leak,  as  foon  as  it  is  di'co- 
ver'd,   in  Hopes  to  favc  his  Ship  by  Pumping,  when 
the   Water  gufnes  in  with   Violence,    dcierves  to  be 
drown'd  ;    and,   to  lay   afide  Figures  of  Speech,    that 
our  Cvr.ftitnlion  is  not,   like  the  Schemes  of  feme  Pa/if:- 
iiaiis,  a    jumble  of    di.jointe.l,    incoherent   Wliimfics, 
but  a  noble  and  wile  Syttcm,  the  cffcntial  Parts  of  which 
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arc  fo  proportion'd,  and  fo  intimately  connected,  that  a 
Change  in  one  begets  a  Change  in  the  whole  ;  that  the 
frequent  Ekftions  of  Parliament  are  as  much  an  efiential 
Part  of  this  Syftem  as  the  frequent  Sittings  cf  Parlia- 
ment ;  that  the  Work  of  the  Revolution  is  imperfect 
therefore,  and  our  future  Security  precarious,  unlcfs 
our  ancient  Conftittitior.  be  reftored,  in  this  efTential  Part"; 
and  that  the  Reiteration  of  it,  in  this  Parr,  is  one  of 
thofe  Methods,  by  which  alone  the  pernicious  Defigns 
of  fucb  Men,  as  We  have  mention'd  in  a  former  Letter, 
if  any  fuch  fhould  be  ever  admitted  into  Power,  ( Ei:e- 
inies  'to  the  Conftitutiin,  under  the  Mask  of  Zeal  for  the 
Government)  may  be  defeated. 

O.  /  an:,  SIR,  Sec. 

N.  B.  'the  remaining  Papers  upon  this  Subjefl  will 
te  inferted  in  the  next  Volume,  according  to  the  Order t 
in  which  they  were  original 
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Some   REMARKS    on/?  Letter  to  the  CRAFTS- 
MEN, bV.  humbly  i.uciibed  to  the  AUTHOR. 

Thrice  honourable  Sir, 

HERE  is  fuch  an  agreeaMe  Mixture  of 
the  Hcratian  Salt,  «nd  ihcSauft  de  Ry- 
bcrt  in  your  late  Epilt!e,  that  no  Body 


can  doubt  a  Moment  co-?cernfng  the 
dtufars  of  it  ;  but  as  the  fine  Turns  of 
Wit,  trw  Dtlicacy  of  Language,  anJ  the 

ir.i;lc'.ly  Addrefs  of  the  whole  are  far  lupcrior  to  that 
Solidity  of  Matter,  that   Strength  cf  Argumoat,  and 

iv.n 
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even  that  noble  Boldnefs  of  Spirit,  which  runs  through 
ir,  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  your  Honour  had  the 
chief  Hand  in  this  Performance,  and  that  your  Brother 
only  fteptin  now  and  then  to  your  Affiftance,  and  afted 
the  Part  of  an  occasional  Coadjutor. 

You  are  pleafed  to  addrefs  Yourielf,  in  this  incom- 
parable Piece,  to  the  CRAFTSMEN  in  general;  That 
is,  to  all  Perfons,  who  have  diftinguifh'd  Themfelver, 
either  within  Doors,  or  without,  in  the  Caufe  of  Li- 
berty. I  wifli  there  may  not  be  fome  deep  Fetch  of 
Policy  in  This  ;  and  to  tell  you  the  Truth,  S/'r,  I  have 
Reafon  to  fufpeft  it,  when  I  cohfider  that  it  comes 
from  fo  profound  a  Politician  ;  for  as  the  old  Diftinftions 
of  WHIG  and  TORY  are  growing  quite  out  of  Date 
with  all  fenfible  Men,  You  feem  to  have  a  Defign  of 
dividing  the  Nation  again  into  two  new  Parties,  under 
the  Denomination  of  the  CRAFTSMEN  and  the  *  RO- 
BE RTSM  EN.  You  may  think,  perhaps,  that  fuch  'a 
Diftindtion  will  be  of  more  Service  to  You,  than  That 
of  a  COURT  and  a  COUNTRY  PARTY,  which  now 
prevails  in  all  Parts  of  the  Kingdom.  But  though  it 
Tnuft  be  confeiVd  that  the  Clan  of  the  ROBERT-ME* 
hath  grown  to  a  prodigious  Height  of  late  Years,  and 
feems  to  require  another  A£l  or'  Parliament  to  iupprels 
Them  ;  yet  you  cannot  furely  want  ro  be  inform'd 
that  the  CRAFTSMEN,  according  to  your  Interpreta- 
tion, are  infinitely  luperior  in  Number  j  and,  if  We 
except  all  Offices  eccU!iaftiea!>  ck'il  and  military,  may 
be  computed  to  amount",  at  leaft,  to  Ninety-nine  Parts 
in  an  Hundred  of  the  whole  Kingdom. 

Some'  of  thtjc  Gcntfrtr.™  are  employ  'd,  at  prefent, 
upon  Buiinefs  of  a  little  more  Importance  thar.anhv.cr- 

' 


*    A  C.i7!7,    of  b:hi  and  ;>»/•?.'</<  r:-fa   tot* 

their  Kur,-;e  from  Rgbin   Hood,  'their  .' 
feftcd  the  Frontier;  of  England   aid  Seo:i.in-, 
Reign  of  King  Eichsj-d   tL 
Statuta  f'Z'iiift  tlifi  //     -  •  =.    l 
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ing  jM«r  Letters  ;  but  as  I  have  for  many  Years  pro- 
fefs'd  Myfclf  one  of  the  Craftfmen,  and  have  even  re- 
ceived feveral  particular  Marks  of  Favour  and  DiftindH- 
or»  from  your  fraternity,  upon  that  Account ;  it  may 
be  expected  that  I  mould  make  ibme  Reimrks  upon  ft> 
considerable  a  Proaaclion,  that  the  Force  ot  your  Argu- 
ments may  nor  pafs  intire'y  unanfwer'd. 

In  the  firft  Place  then|  who  can  forbear  admiring 
\c:ir  Hwour'i  great  Skill  and  Dexterity,  by  dreffing  up 
an  Aimlrer  of  the  Craft jmen  in  your  own  Coat,  and 
bringing  Him  upon  the  S;age  to  utter  a  Jargon  of  ridi- 
culous Trumpery,  which  no  Body  but  You  could  put 
into  his  Mouth. 

This  Friend  cf  ours  happened,  it  fcems,  to  fall  into 
Company,  where  all  were  ftaunch  fabcrtjmen  except 
Himfelf,  and  was  ftrangely  puzzled  to  anfwer  their 
wife  Qiieftions,  concerning  the  prefent  State  of  Affairs. 
I  am  quite  at  a  Lofs  to  guefs  where  He  could  p-jfiibly 
drop  into  fuch  Company  ;  for  I  know  but  ex.'  Plr.ce  in 
the  whole  Kingdom,  where  the  Majority  is  on  your 
Side.  Your  Honour  is  fo  candid  as  to  admit  that  this 
Diftrds  of  tur  Friend  was  owing  to  the  Want  of  doe 
Jnftruflion  from  his  Lladers ;  and  therefore,  left  any 
of  the  ignorant  Zealots  in  our  Caufe  mould  happen  to 
be  catch  d  again  in  the  lame  Trap,  I  think  it  incumbent 
upm  Me  to  publifii  the  following  P/afurtfot  tltcir  Di- 
reftion. 

Your  Hontnr  begins  with  fomc  warm  Expoftulatrens 
to  the  Craftfmen,  for  continuing  filent  upon  fo  critical 
a  Copjuxft.vre,  and  with  asking  the  Realbn,  -xbj  fucb 
able  Politicians  attJ  Patriots,  as  We  prettnd  to  be,  <it 
not  affift  cur  Count ri  with  form  goed  Advice,  and  cor- 

filnrji!trf  of  the  hVr.iftrj ? This  Queftion 

is  rcafor>able  er.oneh  of  itfelf ;  but  is  very  improperly 
urged  to  the  Craftfmtn^  whom  You  and  your  nible 
Brother  have  u"ed  fo  ungratefully  for  their  pa'ft  Serv-iee*, 
upon  Occanon^i  of  the  fame  Nature.  You  know  very 
well  that  We  have  often  affifted  You  with  good  Advite  \ 

tliac 


130  tfbt   C  R  A  F  T  S  M  A  N.      N° 

that  We  have  aftually  corrected  fome  of  your  Blun- 
der's,  and  done  all  in  our  Power  to  prevent  your  being 
guilty  of  others.  How  generoufly  did  We  ir.rerpo'c 
our  Advice,  with  relation  to  the  IRISH  RECRUITS.; 
and  how  did  You  behave,  upon  that  Occafion?  Why, 
your  Brother  took  our  Advice  and  folio  wM  it  ;  You 
fnivell'd  at  the  Difaprointment  of  your  Friends  in 
France--,  and  both  of  Yc;t  aba  led  us  at  the  fame  7'ime  ; 
though  Experience  (hews  how  feaibnably  we  check'd 

You  in  that  glorious  Engagement. ^Biu  let  us  come 

a  little  nearer  to  the  preient  Cafe,  Did  not  We  turn 
your  Eyes  towards  Vienna,  alter  You  had  been  blun- 
dering through  all  Parts  of  Europe  ;  and  when  We  found 
You  groping  in  the  Dark  about  the  Houfe,  did  rot 
We  point  out  the  light  Way,  and  tell  You  the  Confe- 
quences  of  creeping  in  by  any  other  ?  I  need  not  put 
You  in  Mind  ho'.v  You  rewarded  us  for  thefe  good  Ofii- 
ces.  Inilead  of  returning  us  Thanks,  as  You  ought  in 
Gratitude  to  have  done,  You  employ  'd  a  Band  of"  Mer- 
cenaries to  prove  that  no  private  Man  ought  to  inter- 
meddle in  publick  Affairs,  particularly  with  Relation 
to  foreign  Tranfaffiom  ;  and  that  the  Difcuiiion  of  fxcb 
Points,  whilft  under  Negotiation,  does  rot  come  within 
the  due  Bounds  of  Liberty.  Nay,  You  cannot  forget 
that  the  Bloodhounds  oftbePrefs  were  halloo' d  up  . 

and 1  leave  your  own  Conference   to  lupply  the 

reft, 

I  fliall  only  obferve  that  die  HACCE  LETTIR, 
which  hath  been  adjudged  a  Libel  by  a  SPECIAL  JU- 
RY, and  the  next  Diflerwtion  in  this  Paper,  which  was 
prefented  as  luch  by  ANOTHER  MIDDLESEX  JURY, 
were  publifli'd  almott  two  Months  befoie  the  laft  Treaty 

of  yUnna  was  fign'd. How  unreafonable  therefore 

is  it  to  reproach  us  with  declining  to  give  You  our  Ad- 
vice, upon  the  prefent  Conjuncture,  v>  hen  You  had  be- 
fore employed  your  ddvccatet  to  prove  fuch  Advice  CCK- 
trary  to  Lfliv*  and  have  even  punilh'd  us  for  it,  in  a 
very  icvere  Manner,  ACCORDING  TO  LAW? 

1  Befides, 
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Belides,  your  Importunities,  upon  this  Head,  are-  a 
little  inconiiltent  with  your  own  Character  of  the 
Craftfmen,  who  are  more  than  once  reprefented  as 
Per'fons  of  much  lefs  Capacity  and  Experience  in  Bujt- 
nefs  than  our  prejent  Mini/ten.  This  is  fufficiently 
teilify'd  by  the  EVENT  of  Things;  and  therefore  it 
fcem's  beneath  Men  of  fuch  Capacities  to  call  upon 
Us,  in  fo  prcfling  a  Manner,  for  our  Affiftance. 

Your  next  Charge  againft  the  Craftfmen  is  equally 
ridiculous,  and  (pardon  the  Expreffion)  utterly  falle; 
I  mean,  that  We  bnve  changed  Sides,  and  taken  the 
Part  of  France,  or  Spain,  or  the  Emperor,  as  We 

thought  would  mofl  embarrafs  Affairs. You  know, 

Sir,  in  your  own  Conscience,  that  We  .have  fteadily 
adhered  to  one  Set  of  Principles,  or  Syftcm  of  Policy; 
whilil  You  and  wur  Brother  have  been  fneaking  about 
from  Court  to  Court,  till  You  have  gone  through  them 
all,  and  1  am  afraid  will  find  it  very  difficult  to  begin 
the 'Tour  again. 

Finding  our  Frisnl  irtirely  at  a  Lofs  what  to  fay 
upon  the  prelent  State  of  Affairs,  You  are  fo  good  as 
to  give  Him  a  Lift,  and  iupply  the  Want  of  our  In- 
ftruftion. 

You  obferve,  with  great  Sagacity  and  Acutenefs,  that 
there  are  but  *  three  Way,  v.hich  the  Government  can 
poilibly  take  in  the  prelent  Conjunclure  ;  err.  either  to 
vbfcrve  a  N  t  u  r  R  A  L  i  T  y  between  the  contending  P. 
or  to  enter  briskly  in'.o  the  WAR,  in  Support  of  the  Em- 
peror; or  to  SUSPEND  it  little,  and  remain  for  fame 
Time  in  a  St<ite  of  IN  ACT  ION.  Now,  whichever  of 
thefe  Ways  the  Go-rcrnrr.ent  faall  think  fit  to  take,  You 
acknowledge  vc;-v  frnn  Craftsmen  nay  ca- 

fiH  fin  tilting  free.  'in ft  it,  and  have  actually 

put  fomc  of  them  into  our  Month.-.  You  inigh: 
Your :l'i",     perhaps    verv  cunning    in   this  Me:lvxl    of 
Reaionirp,  and  'h^pc  that  it  \\ould   anticipate  all    our 
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Objections  to  your  future  Conduct ;  but,  as  it  com- 
monly happens  to  overwife  People,  I  cannot  help  think; 
ing  that  You  have  overfhot  the  Mark;  for  though  it 
is  natural  to  fuppofe,  according  to  the  ufual  Merhod  of 
Dialogue-Writers ,  that  You  have  not  put  the  ftron- 
geft  Arguments  into  your  Adverfary's  Mouth,  and  the 
Craft/men  might  be  able  to  make  force  Additions  to 
them,  I  will  undertake  to  prove  that  they  are  fuffit 
ciently  conclufive againft  You  zndycur  Brother;  fo  that 
You  are  perfectly  right  in  your  Prediction,  that  We 
jball  not  be  at  a  Lcfs  for  Matter  to  declaim  upon,  what- 
ever Side  You  may  happen  to  take,  or  whatever  Part 
You  may  pleafe  to  act,  in  the  prefent  Broils  of  Eu- 
rope. 

You  afterwards  difcover  a  f  fourth  Way,  which 
may  be  taken  ;  and  That  is,  the  Part  of  an  Acceffvry  ; 
or  a  middle  Way  between  Neutrality  and  a  vigorous 
War.  Here  again  You  furnifh  the  Craftfmtn  with 
fome  very  good  Objections,  and  treat  the  Suppofuion 
of  taking  Juch  a  Port  with  fo  much  Contempt,  that 
it  feems  to  be  the  laft  in  your  Thoughts ;  but  You 
illultrate  the  Folly  of  it  by  a  Method  of  Reasoning, 
which  I  can  by  no  Means  approve.  You  put  the 
Cale  that*  TWENTY  DEGREES  OF  STRENGTH 
are  necfj/ary  tofupport  the  Emperor,  in  the  prdfnt  Wur  ; 
upon  \\liich  You  fuppoie  lhat  the  Powers  We  would 
js.'H  with  can  together  make  up  FOURTEEN  PARTS;  and 
that  England,  cither  in  Pursuance  of  Treaties,  or  upon 
a  Proportion  of  Intcrcils  in  (he  War,  ta^lt  tofurnifi 
cily  THREE  PARTS  ;  fo  that  in  the  whole  here  viUl 
L-e  SEVENTEEN.  You  then  obieive  that  THK.EE  DE- 
CREES OFSTREXOTH  are  wanting  to  ft;rry  on  tic 
...tbVig6ur>  and  reaftnablt  Hopes  of  $uce<js.  Jn 
this  Cafe  Yyu  ask.  what  We  fiali dot  and  rcioivc  the 
QucJlion  yourfclf,  by  a  very  plain  Intimation  that  E»f- 
lapd  ought  to  fupply  the  tkrtc  deficient  Parts.  No\v 

•j-   f-     22.  *    P.    24. 

This, 
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This,  methmks,  is  a  very  odd  Way  of  forming  a  Con- 
federacy, and  what  I  dare  fay  never  enter'd  into  any 
Politician1!  Head,  except  your  own.  If  I  may  take 
the  Liberty  of  putting  a  Cafe,  in  my  Turn,  let  ua 
fuppofe  that  You,  Sir,  are  concern'd  with  feveral  other 
Perlbns  in  an  Eftate  of  twenty  tboufand  Pounds  a  Year, 
and  that  You  are  involved  in  a  Law  Suit  by  a  (ham 
Title,  which  fomebody  hath  trumpt  up  againlt  it. 
Let  us  likewife  fuppofe  that  your  Share  in  this  Eftate 
is  no  more  than  three  thsufand  Pounds  a  Year,  and 
that  your  Copartners,  under  fome  Pretence  or  other, 
fhould  dcfire  You  to  bear  a  double  Proportion  of  the 
Expence,  which  is  necelTary  to  carry  on  the  Suit  ; 
That  i?,  fix  Tzuer.tientbs,  Snftead  of  three.  In  this 
Cafe,  I  believe  that  even  your  liberal  Heart  would 
grumble  a  little  at  fo  xmreafonable  a  Propofal.  Per- 
haps, You  will  fay,  that  however  hard  the  Terms 
may  appear,  You  would  certainly  comply  with  them, 
if  You  found  it  necefiary  to  prelerve  your  o\vn  Pro- 
perty. But  if  You  had  an  undoubted  Tide  to  the 
Eftate,  and  were  fully  convinced  that  it  was  brought 
into  Difpute  by  the  Ignorance,  or  Knavery  of  your 
crvn  Attorney,  You  would  certainly  turn  Him  off,  and 
employ  another,  who  bore  the  Character  of  being  more 
able,  or  more  hcnejl. 

I  am  very  far  from  defigning  to  infinuate  that  Great 
Britain  ought  not  to  exert  Herfelf,  when  her  own  Intc- 
relb,  or  the  Liberties  of  Europe  are  in  real  Danger  ; 
but  We  have  been  too  often  the  Dupes  of  other  Courts  ; 
and  notwithflanding  the  g'orious  Succefles  of  the  laft 
War,  as  well  as  the  Expence  of  above  two  hundred 
Millions,  We  have  the  Misfortune  to  find  the  Balfanee 
»f  Power  in  a  worfe  Condition,  at  this  Time,  than  it 
was  when  the  grand  Alliance  was  form'd.  About_/f/?j> 
Millions  of  this  Money  'was  left  a  Debt  upon  the  Na- 
tion, with  Parliamentary  Security,  and  ttill  continues 
fo,  though  We  have  been  above  twenty  Years  in  Peace, 
and  paid  almoit  the  mme  Taxes  as  in  Time  of  War  \ 
•  VOL.  XII.  M  nay, 
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nay,  though  a  very  large  Fund  hath  been  fet  apait,  un- 
der the  moft  folemn  Appropriations,  for  paying  it  off. 
It  would  be  impertinent  to  tell  your  Honour  how  This 
Jiath  come  to  pafs  j  but  fince  it  is  certainly  our  Cafe, 
You  muft  admit  that  We  are  le.s  able  to  pay  any  ex- 
traordinary Quota's  towards  a  new  War. Give  me 

Leave  to  mention  another  Particular  in  our  prefent 
Circumftances,  which  I  believe  will  have  fome  Weight 
with  the  Publick.  though  it  feems  to  have  none  with 
You  and  year  Brother.  In  former  Times,  when  our 
Kings  enjoy'd  an  hereditary  Revenue,  the  chief  Burthen 
of  a  War  fell  upon  the  Crown,  and  the  People  granted 
an  Aid  only,  upon  extraordinary  Occafions.  But  as 
Things  Rand  at  prefent,  the  whole  Weight  falls  upon 
the  Sufyft,  and  the  King  is  the  only  PerTbn,  who  pays 
\nothing  towards  the  Defence  of  the  Nation.  Nay, 
rle  is  io  far  irom  being  a  Sufferer  by  Wars,  that  He 
is  a  confiderablc  Gainer  by  them  ;  fince  the  great  In- 
creafe  of  Officers,  which  a  War  creates,  muft  cauie  a 
proportionable  Addition  to  the  Fewer  of  the  Crown, 
which  hath  the  Diipofition  of  all  military  Employment '/, 
and  even  give  it  an  Influence  in  fame  Places,  where  it 
is  molt  dangerous ;  for  We  fee  that  Men  of  the  moft 
undoubted  Affeclion  to  the  preient  Settlement,  and  the 
preateit  Abilities  in  their  reipeftive  Profefiions,  are  not 
iecure,  if  They  happen  to  incur  the  Mint/let's  Dif- 
pleafure,  in  another  Capacity. 

It  is  true,  indeed,  that  Queen  Anne  was  pleafcd  to 
relieve  her  People  from  fome  Tart  of  the  Burthen, 
which  the  hit  War  brought  upon  Them,  by  a  volun- 
tary Deduction  from  her  Civ  i  I- Lift ;  and  it  is  proba- 
ble that  his  prefent  Majelty  will  follow  fo  gracious  an 
Example.  But  I  doubt  very  much  whether  You,  Sir, 
would  ihew  any  great  Eagernefs  to  fuppprt  a  Piopoft- 
tion  for  taxing  ~£ mptcyments,  or  rctrencbir.%  tJ:cir  S<iia- 
ri,'<,  in  order  to  give  your  Fellow-Subjects  fome  Ea!c, 
-and  make  up  thofe  additional  three  Parts,  which  are 
(IU1  wanting  to  compleat  the  prajsfled  Alicante. 

You 
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You  allow  \  tbiit  tbfre  is  too  mucb  Truth  in  the 
P'- a  rf  >:'j'  /v.'/.v  a' lc  t-t  c-irry  en  a  vigorous  War  ; 
but  You  believe  the  Craftfmen  would  treat  it  as  a  very 
•••:  Pretence,  and  that  They  would  argue  front 
tke  LUXURY  of  tbe  Ration,  and  'the  extravagant,  fx- 
pcxfive  Way  We  are  run  ir.to,  in  Building,  Gardening, 
Figures,  "7/av/ ,  Plate,  Equipage  and  Tables,  &c. 
One  would  chink,  Sir,  that  You  were  cjcfcribing  your 
BfoibtSs  Grandeur  and  Magnificence  in  this  Para- 
graph ;  but  fuch  an  Argument  is  very  improperly  put 
into  the  Mouths  of  the  Craft !';>:*n,  who  have  always 
invcigh'd  againft  Luxury  as  the  very  Thing,  which 
would  diiable  us  to  carry  on  a  timorous  War,  in  Time 
of  Neceffity,  by  making  us  poor  ;  and  I  wifh  their  Ap- 
prehenfions  may  not  prove  too  well  grounded. 

Ycur  own  Conscience  foretold  that  the  prcj'ent  War 
would  be  laid  to  your  Charge  ;  and  therefore  You 
make  an  awkward  Attempt  to  ridicule  all  Enquiries 
into  the  *  Cauffs  and  Occa^on  of  it.  But,  for  God- 
fake,  ought  the'  People  of  England  to  be  loaded  with 
new  Buichens,  without  knowing  why  or  wherefore, 
jneer'y  becaule  it  is  your  Intereii  to  keep  Them  in  the 
dark  ?  No,  Sir,  They  have  a  Right  to  be  informed,  and 
will  be  inform'd,  notwithltanding  all  your  Artinces  to 
divert  Them  from  fuch  Enquiries. 

They  know  very  well  that  the  prefcnt  War  in  Italy 
i.s  not  owing  to  the  Quadruple  AUyance,^  You  make 
the  Craftfe.'icn  argue,  but  to  the  Treaty  of  Seville  and 
the  lalt  Treaty  of  Vienna,  which  have  ablblutely  re- 
united France  and  Spain,  and  made  Them  an  Over- 
match for  the  Emperor  in  thofe  Part.-.  Indeed,  the 
Succeflion  of  Don  Carlos  to  the  Dominions  of  Tufcany 
and  Parma  was  firft  eftablifh'd  by  the  Quadruple  Al- 

tnce,  and  England diad  engaged  "to  fecure  it  for  Him. 
it  how  ?   By  neutral  Garrijons  only  ;    which  were 
•certainly  moft  likely  to  prefer ve  the  Pe<ue  ;  and  Spain 

f  P.  25.  *  P    28. 
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could  not  have  reproach'd  us  with  Breach  of  Treaty,  as 
the  Emperor  did  afterward?,  if  We  had  refufcd  to  go  any 
farther.  But  the  Introdu<5tion  otSpaniJb  Garrijom  was 
ib  rrjprerial  an  Alteration,  that  nobody  I  think  can  be 
iurprized  at  the  Effe<fts  of  it.  llur  Honour  feems  to  be 
quite  in  a  joking  Humour,  when  You  ask  u«,  -f  beta  it 
Ibis  the  Cattfe  of  the  War  in  Italy  ?  Did  France  enter 
Italy  bj  Parma,  or  Florence  ?  No,  'ay  You,  it  is  the  King 
of  Sardinia  batb  let  France  in,  to  jus  allow  up  Italy, 
without  ibe  leaft  djfiftance  from  the  Spanim  Garrifont 
in  Tufcany,  or  any  Forces,  that  tame  that  Wtiy.— What 
a  pretty  Prevarication  is  This,  in  order  to  inift  off  the 
Occafion  of  the  War  from  your  own  Skouldfn  ?  I  grant 
You  that  the  French  Troops  did  not  enter  Italy  through 
the  Dominions  diDon  Car  la ;  but  will  You  pretend  to 
f.jy,  with  that  grave  Face,  that  France  did  not  aft  in  Co?:- 
(trt  with  Spain  ;  or  that  this  War  was  not  the  Effect 
of  an  Union  between  Them  ? —  Your  Queftions  about 
the  King  of  •f.J-  Sordini.*  have  juft  as  much  Weight ;  for 
You  will  not  furely  aflert  that  his  Sardinian  Miijffty 
would  have  ventured  to  attack  the  Empiror  by  Himieii, 
whatever  ///  Ufage  He  might  have  received  ;  and 
therefore  if  the  Court  of  France  had  not  been  provo- 
ked to  join  Him,  there  would  have  been  no  Occafion 
to  give  Him  either  SulJiJtes,  or  Territories,  to  keep 
Him  within  due  Bounds. 

You  make  Ufe  of  another  pretty  Device  to  fcrcen 
your  won  ConduS,  by  running  into  a  long  Defence  of 
the  Revolution,  concerning  the  national  Debts.  But 
here  again,  Sir,  You  have  quite  miireprefented  the 
Cafe;  for  the  Craft/men  do  not  impute  the  pre/cnt 
Debt  to  the  Revoluticn  i  but  have  often  infilled  that 
moll  of  the  original  Debt,  contracted  upon  that  Ac- 
count, would  have  been  paid  off  by  this  Time,  if 
proper  Meafures  had  been  purfued,  and  Care  taken  that 

t  P  29-  t-r  P-   30. 


N°    3p6.     The  CRAFTS  MAN.       137 

new  Debts  fhould  not  be  incurr'd,  as  faft  as  the  old 
OKCS  were  discharged. 

After  this  Apology  for  the  Revolution,  We  are  en. 
tertain'd,  for  ten  or  a  dozen  Pages  more,  with  an  In- 
vedlive  on  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht,  which  is  juft  as 
much  to.  the  prelect  Purpofej  but  That  is  a  Topick, 
which  You  and  your  Zanies  can  never  omit  in  your 
anniverfary  Packets ;  and  I  have  often  confider'd  with- 
in myieJf  what  You  would  have  been  able  to  fay  for 
all  your  Blunders,  if  the  Peace  of  Utrecht  had  not  been 
ready  at  Hand  to  father  them  upon.  It  was  certainly 
a  very  lucky  Treaty  for  You  and  your  Brother,  what- 
ever it  might  be  for  the  Nation,  and  hath  done  You 
many  a  good  Job.  But  J  think  it  is  grown  a  little  too 
oblblete  at  prefent,  when  all  the  Defects  of  it  have  been 
fupplyM  by  fo  many  g/oricus  Treaties  of  your  own  ma- 
king; particularly  Thofe  of  Hanover,  Scvitle  and  Vi- 
enna, by  which  the  *-f-  Plan  of  Power  was  fs  wellde- 
figtfd,  the  Limits  fo  well  bounded,  and  fo  ftrongly  fen- 
ced, that  no  Seafon  ever  beheld  a  Peace  more  un'werfal. 
nor  did  any  Conjuncture  of  Affairs  ever  promife  a  Peace 

more  eft  ab  lift  d  and  lofting. After  This,  I  fay,  it 

may  look  a  little  ridiculous  to  recal  the  Treaty  of  U- 
trecht  to  your  Affiflance,  and  feems  not  uolike  the  Con- 
ceit of  a  whimfical  Fellow  I  once  knew',  who,  having 
drunk  three  Settles  of  Wine  over  Night,  was  very  much 
furprized  to  find  himlelf  fick  the  next  Morning,  till 
He  happen'd  to  recollect  that  He  had  eat  fomething, 
which  di&greed  with  his  Stomach,  about  twenty  Tears 
before. 

I  defigri'd  to  have  taken  fome  Notice  of  your  kind 
Hints,  concerning  the  HESSIANS  ;  but  this  Paper  is 
already  too  long;  and  therefore  I  fhall "  conclude  with 
advi.mg  You  that,  if  your  AfFaiis  fhould  render  it  ex- 
pedient to  take  trofe  Troops  once  more  into  Pay,  You 

*f  See  the  natural  Probability  of  a  lifting  Peace  in 
Europe,  £3V.  p.  3. 

M  3  would 
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would  call  Them  Sa^w//,  Ca/eliam,  or  any  Thingelie 
rather  than  HeJJians,  which  are  grown  almoft  as  odious 
to  an  Englijh  Ear  as  an  EXCISEMAN,  or  a  ROBERTS- 
MAN.  Z>, 
/  am, 

May  it  pleafe  Tour  Honour, 
Tour  Honour's  mojt  dutiful 
And  devoted  Servant, 

CALEB   D'ANVERS. 


Q  3$>8.  SATURDAY,  Feb.  16,  1733-4. 

To  CALEB  D'ANVERS,  Efo 
SIR, 

1 F  You  propofed  nodiing  farther  in  your 
Writings  than  the  poor  Vanity  of"  tri- 
umphing over  your  Adverfaries,  You 
have  effeftually  carried  your  Point,  and 
may  indulge  yourfelf  in  the  higheil 
Strains  of  Exultation.  But  I  am  willing 
to  believe  that  You  had  fome  nobler  End  in  View,  and 
that  your  Vidory,  as  an  Author,  is  more  than  over- 
ballanced  by  your  Mortification,  as  an  Englifirnan,  upon 
ronfidering  the  prefent  Poflure  of  Affairs,  both  at  home 
and  abroad.  It  is  true,  indeed,  that  the  minijlerial 
Writers  are  quite  difcom  filed  and  driven  out  of  all  their 
i')rme'r  Arguments  which  are  now  fo  fully  exploded  by 
the  Courle  of  Eientt,  Some  of  Them  have  thought 

i.c 
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fit  to  continue  in  a  State  of  abfolute  Silence ;  whilit 
Odiers  are  forced  to  fculk  about  from  Paper  to  Paper,  as 
their  Patron  TUPS  from  Court  to  Court,  in  order  to  con- 
ceal their  Contradictions,  and  argue  againft  Themfelves 
with  tolerable  Decency.  Yet,  even  under  this  Difguiie, 
They  induftrioufly  avoid  conning  to  the  Point,  or  giving 
any  particular  Anfwer  to  what  hath  been  alledged  on 
the  ctber  Side.  They  trifle  only  in  Generals,  and  en- 
deavour to  draw  us  off  from  the  Scent  by  a  new  Tor- 
rent of  Ribaldry  on  the  Peace  of  Utrecht;  though 
They  boafted,  almoft  two  Years  ago,  that  They  bad  fup- 
f  If  d  all  the  Defecls  of  that  Treaty,  *nd  eftablij&d  tbe 
*franqaility  of  Europe  on  a  lafting  Foundation.  This,  I 
muft  confeis,  is  ridiculous  enough,  and  naturally  excite-; 
Laughter,  as  it  defcrvcs  Contempt.  But  the  peculiar 
Circumftances  of  Affairs,  at  this  Time,  ought  to  carry 
our  Thoughts  beyond  the  Abfurdities  of  fucb  Wretches? 
and  direft  them  to  Tbofe,  who  have  work'd  up  the  pre- 
fent  Storm  in  Europe.  Cne  of  their  Advocates  hath 
the  Modefty  to  call  the  prefent  Conjuncture  an  *  happy 
Situation,  with  Refpeft  to  Us,  and  defcants  very  florid- 
ly on  the  Wifdom  of  our  Counfels,  which  have  brought 
Great  Britain  into  this  blefled  Condition  ;  but  even  the 
Letttr-writter  to  the  Craftsmen  is  afham'd  of  fuch  pro- 
fligate Afiertions,  and  feems  to  acknowledge  that  We 
are  brought,  by  fome  Means  or  other,  into  a  terrible 
Complication  cf  Diilrefles;  though  He  is  very  unwill- 
ing that  We  fhould  make  any  Enquiries  into  the  Caufes 
of  it.  Indeed,  the  Cafe  is  too  evident,  and  wants  no  far- 
ther Explanation.  The  great  Increaie  of  our  Seanen^ 
the  Augmentation  cf  our  Land-Forces,  and  other  military 
Appearance?,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  are  fufficient 
Proofs  that  our  Court  do  not  think  Themfelves  intirely 
unconcern*  d  in  the  prefent  War,  nor  free  from  ail  Ap- 
prehenfions  of  being  engaged  in  it.  This,  perhaps,  'is 
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an  happy  Situation  for  fome  Perfons,  who  may  hope  to 
amafs  Wealth,  or  fcreen  Themfelves  by  publick  Confu- 
lions ;  but  it  affords  a  very  melancholy  ProfpecT:  to  the 
People  in  general,  who  are  already  burthen 'd  with  fuch, 
heavy  Debts,  and  fuch  a  Multiplicity  of  Taxes,  that 
even  the  mod  expert  Projeclcrs  will  find  it  extremely 
difficult  to  open  any  new  Sources  without  diilrefT- 
ing  the  prefent  Generation  in  the  moft  neceflary  Arti- 
cles of  Life,  and  entailing  infinite  Hardlhips  on  their 
Pofterity. 

But  if  it  fhould  be  absolutely  neceflary  for  our  own 
Prefervation  to  take  a  Part  in  this  War,  we  muft  fub- 
mit  to  it,  whatever  may  be  the  Conlequence ;  and 
nothing  furely  can  be  more  requifite,  in  fuch  a  Crifis, 
than  an  hearty  Union,  or  Coalition,  amongft  Ourfelves  ; 
which  tends  moft  effectually  to  render  the  Adminiftra- 
tion  eafy  at  home,  and  give  Weight  to  their  Counfels 
abroad.  Party-Government  is  always  a  wretched  Ex- 
pedient ;  but  more  efpecially  fo  at  a  Time,  when  ex- 
traordinary Subjidiet  are  required  of  a  People,  who  are 
almoft  ready  to  fink  under  their  prefent  Burthen ;  for 
though  the  collective  Body  of  the  Nation  are  concluded 
by  their  Reprefentatives,  and  obliged  to  fubmit  to  any 
'Taxes,  which  are  legally  impofed  upon  Them  ;  a  wife 
Government  will  always  endeavour  to  have  their  Hearts, 
as  well  as  their  Purfes,  at  Command,  and  Itrengthen 
their  Power  by  popular  Affeftion.  The  Force  of  this 
Argument  will  not  be  difputed  by  the  Court-Writer j, 
who  have  often  prefs'd  it,  with  great  Warmth  and  Im- 
portunity, againft  the  Gentlemen  in  the  Oppojition. 
The  Necefiity  therefore  of  an  Union,  or  Coalition,  is 
acknowledged  on  both  Sides;  but  I  am  afraid  there  is 
a  very  material  Difference  between  us  about  the  Nature 
of  it,  and  the  Terms,  upon  which  it  ought  to  be  found  - 
ed.  The  mnijlerial  Writers  fccm  to  mean  nothing  far- 
ther by  a  Ccaliticn  than  an  abjeft  Surrender  of  our  In- 
terefts  and  Underflanding?,  at  the  Discretion  of  Men  in 
Power,  without  any  Capitulation.  But  a  Coalition,  in 

the 
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the  proper  Senfe  of  the  Word,  certainly  means  fome- 
thing  more.  It  means  an  Abolition  of  all  former  Ani- 
mofnies,  a  mutual  Accommodation  of  Differences,  and 
an  Agreement  upon  fome  general  Points,  in  which  both 
Parties  ought  to  give  Way  a  little  to  the  Prejudices  of 
each  other.  The  Body  of  the  People  have  fhevvn  a 
ftrong  Inclination  to  fucb  an  Union.  The  Tories  have 
not  been  afham'd  to  renounce  tkofe  ridiculous  Principles 
ef  Government,  which  fomc  of  their  Party  have  for- 
merly maintain'd  ;  and  the  Whigs  have  confefs'd,  with 
the  fame  Frankneis,  that  the  Praftices  of  tbeir  Party 
have  often  been  a  Scandal  to  their  Principles.  Both  of 
them  have  declared  their  Affeftion  for  the  frcj rcnt  Efta~ 
bliftjment,  and  afted  in  a  friendly  Concert  with  each 
other,  for  die  Prefervation  of  our  common  Liberties. 
They  juiUy  concur  in  Opinion  that  the  fonr.er  intircly 
depends  on  the  latter,  and  that  large  Grants  to  the 
Crown  ought  always  to  be  remunerated  by  the  Redrefs 
of  popular  Grievances,  \vhen  there  are  any  to  be  re- 
drefs'd,  according  to  the  anticnt  Practice  and  even  the 
Inllitution  of  Parliaments. 

Such  a  Difpofition  as  This,  and  at  fuch  a  Time  as 
This,  is  certainly  a  very  happy  Circumftance  for  the 
Nation;  and  nobody  will  endeavour  to  prevent  the 
Fruits  of  it  but  Thofe,  whofe  Intereft  it  is  that  honell 
Men  of  all  Parties  mould  not  agree.  The  Marquis  of 
Hallifax  defcribes  fuch  Men  very  well  in  his  Character  of 

a  Trimmer. "  What  do  angry  Men  ail,  fays  He,  to 

"  rail  fo  againft  Moderation  ?  Does  it  not  look  as  if 
"  They  were  going  to  fome  very  fcurvy  Extreme,  that 
"  is  tor)  ftrong  to  be  digefled  by  the  more  confidering 
"  Part  of  Mankind  ?  Thefe  arbitrary  Methods,  befides 
'•  the  Injuttice  of  them,  are  ( God  be  thanked )  very 
'•  i; skilful  too;  for  they  fright  the  Birds,  by  talking  fo 
"  Lj.id,  from  coming  into  the  Nc;s,  thtt  are  kid  for 

t:iem  ;  and  when  Men  agree  to  rifle  an  Houfe,  They 

But  there 
fu;l  charg'd 
\vith 


••'  IcJctom  give  Warning,  or  blow  a  Trumpet.    '. 
'"   are  '.brnc  jrzall  Slat-^fmen,  who  are  Jib  full 
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"  with  their  own  Expeftations,  that  They  cannot  con- 

"  tain. And  kind  Heaven,  by  fending  fuch  a  fea- 

*•'  fonable  Curfe  upon  their  Undertakings,  hath  made 
"  their  Ignorance  an  Antidote  againft  their  Malice. 
*'  Some  of  Thefe  cannot  treat  peaceably.  Yielding 
"  will  not  fatisfy  Them.  They  will  have  Men  by 
"  Storm.  There  are  Others,  that  mult  have  PLOTS, 
"  to  make  their  Service  more  neceilary,  and  have  an 
"  Intereil  to  keep  Them  alive,  ilncc  They  are  to  live 
"  upon  them  ;  and  perfuade  the  Kirg  to  retrench  his 
"  own  Greatnefs,  fo  as  to  {brink  into  the  Head  of  a 
"  Party,  which  is  the,betraying  Him  into  fuch  an  un- 
"  prmcely  Miitake,  and  to  iuch  a  wilful  Diminution 
"  of  Himfclf,  that  They  are  the  lait  Enemies  He  ought 
"  to  allow  Himfelf  to  forgive.  Such  Men,  if  They 
"  could,  would  prevail  with  the  Sun  to  fhine  only  up- 
"  on  Them  and  their  Friends,  and  to  leave  ail  the  reit 
"  of  the  World  in  the  Dark.  This  is  a  very  unufual 
"  Monopoly,  and  may  come  within  the  Equity  of  the 
"  Law,  which  makes  it  Treafon  to  tmprifon  the  King ; 
"  when  fuch  unfitting  Bounds  are  put  to  his  Favour, 
"  and  He  is  confined  to  the  narrow  Limits  of  a  particu- 
"  lar  Set  of  Men,  that  would  inclofe  Him.  Tbffe 
'•  honeft  and  only  loyal  Gentlemen,  if  They  may  be  al- 
"  low'd  to  bear  Witnefs  for  Themfelves,  make  a  King 
*'  their  Engine,  and  degrade  Him  into  a  Property  at 
'*  the  very  Time,  that"  their  Flattery  would  make  him 
''  believe  They  paid  divine  Worfbip  to  Him.  Befides 
'*  Thele,  there  ^  a  flying  Squadron  on  both  Sides,  that 
'*  are  afraid  the  World  mould  agree  ;  fmall  Dabblers  in 
*'  Conjuring,  that  raiie  angry  Apparitions  to  keep 
'*  Men  from  being  reconciled,  like  Wafps,  that  fly  up 
"  and  down,  buz  and  iling,  to  keep  Men  unquiet ;  but 
"  tbefe  Injefts  are  commonly  fhort-lived  Creatures,  and 
"  no  Doubt  in  a  little  Time  Mankind  will  be  rid  of 
*'  them.  They  were  Gyants  at  leall,  who  fought 
"  once  againlt  Heaven;  but  for  fuch  Pygmies  as  Tbefe 
'«  to  contend  againft  it,  is  fuch  a  provoking  Folly,  that 

"  the 
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"  the  irtjolent  Bur;?Jtrs  ought  to  be  laugh'd  and  hifs'd 
'<  out  of  the  World  for  it.  They  mould  confider  there 
"  is  a  Soul  in  that  great  Body  of  the  People,  which  may 
"  for  a  Time  be  drowfy  and  unaclive,  but  when  the 
'*  Leviathan  is  rouzed,  it  moves  like  an  angry  Creature, 
'*  and  will  neither  be  convinced,  nor  refifted.  The 
*'  People  can  never  agree  to  fhevv  their  united  Powers, 
"  till  They  are  extremely  tempted  and  provoked  to  it  ; 
"  fo  that  to  apply  Cuppbg-Glafles  to  a  great  Beaft, 
tl  naturally  diipoied  to  Sleep,  and  to  force  the  tame 
f'  Thing,  whether  it  will  or  no,  to  be  valiant,  mull  be 
"  learn'd  out  of  fome  other  Book  than  Macbiavel,  wha 
"  would  never  have  preicribed  fuch  a  prepoiterous 
"  Method. 

Tliis  is  a  lively  Picture  of  fome  Perfons  at  prefent, 
whole  Guilt  makes  Them  endeavour  to  revive  our  for- 
mer Animofities,  and  fow  new  Divifions  amongit  us. 
Being  conicious  tlut  their  own  Safety  confifts  in  the 
lame  blind  Party-Zen!,  which  firft  railed  Them,  They 
leave  no  Arts  untry'd  to  blow  up  the  dying  Embers  of 
Faction  into  a  new  Flame,  and  frighten  well-meaning 
People  with  Defigns  again  ft  the  prefent  Eftablijb- 
tiitut. 

For  this  Purpofe,  the  News-Papers  have  been  lately 
fill'd  with  \\  in  Accounts  from  Rome,  about  the  Preten- 
der and  his  Sotit  as  well  as  broad  Hints  that  forne 
Enterprise,  in  his  Favour,  is  now  in  Agitation,  and 
that  He  is  actually  preparing  fora  Journey,  There  may, 
perhaps,  be  fome  Truth  in  the  latter  Part  of  this  Intelli- 
gence; for  if  We  mould  think  fit  to  take  Part  with  the 
Emperor,  it  is  probable  enough  that  France  will  play  her 
old  Game  over  again,  by  lending  for  the  Pretender  over 
the  A'p;  and  making  uie  of  Him  as  a  Tool  to  alarm 
People  here,  and  make  a  Flutter  in  Cbiinzc-Allcy.  This 
may  do  us  infinite  Miichief,  in  our  preient  Circumilan- 
ce<,  by  depreciating  publlck  Credit,  and  making  vaft 
Numbers  of  People  uneafy  in  the  Pofleffion  of  th?ir 
Piopertiei.  But  France  will  always  have  this  Advantage 

again  It 
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againft  us,  as  long  as  Stockjobbing  continue.%  and  there 

are  any  Difturbances  in  Europe Such  are  the  bleffcd 

Effefts  of  that  fictitious,  Paper  Wealth,  which  our 
Debts  have  created,  and  is  liable  to  be  blown  away  by 
every  Puff  of  Wind! 

The  fame  Gentlemen  have  likewife  made  a  Difcovery 
that  there  are  great  Numbers  of  Popifi  MiJJtonariej  now 
in  England,  who  exercife  a  Sort  of  Ecclefiaftual  Jurif- 
diftioH  amongft  Themfelves. What  a  notable  Dif- 
covery is  This,  and  how  feafonably  timed,  to  ferve  a 
double  Pvirpoie  at  the  enjuing  EleflioHs,  by  alarming  the 
frotejlanti  with  the  Danger  of  the  Pretender,  and  ter- 
rifying the  Raman  Catbolitks  with  Apprehenfions  of 
having  the  penal  Laws  put  in  Force  againft  Them  ? 
With  this  View  a  *  filly  Pamphlet  hath  been  difperfed 
thro  the  Kingdom,  and  made  uie  of  in  a  laic  Speech  at 
Salterns-Hall,  to  influence  the  P  rot  eft  ant  Dijfttiter} ;  but 
fo  wife  a  Body  of  Men  will  never  fuffer  Themfelves  to 
be  impofed  upon  by  fuch  Artifices,  nor  to  be  made  the 
Property  of  Perfens,  who  have  a  vifible  Interelt  in 
inifleading  Them.  They  will  remember  what  a  dan- 
gerous Step  They  made,  in  a  /ate  Reign,  by  Hikning  to 
fuch  Counfels ;  and  cannot  be  fo  'i'eak,  or  fo  wicked,  as 
to  propofe  any  Advantages  to  Themfelves,  by  Handing 
in  the  Gap  between  a  dfjpcrnte  Projeftor  and 'the  Body 
ef  an  injured,  exaipetated  People.  A. 

*  The  pref.nt  State  of  Popery  in  England,  &c. 


SATURDAY* 
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To   CALEB  D'ANVERS,   Eft, 

SIR, 

S  I  was  looking  over  fome  old  Manu- 
fcripts,  one  Day  lad  Week,   I  happened 
to  meet    with  the    following  excellent 
Speech,  which  was  made  by  a  Gentle- 
man of  the  Htttfe  of  Gammons,   in  the 
*  Reign  of  Queen  Anne,  and  taken  from 
-h  in   Short-Hand.     The  Reader  will  immc- 
dnrciy  perceive  that  it  ^/as  attended  with  a  Motion  for 
bringing;  in  a  Bill,  to  limit  the  Number  of  PLACE-MEM 
in  the  Hiiij'e  (f  Commons ;  and  as  a  5/77  of  the  fame  Na- 
ture H  now  depending  there,  I  hope  the  Publication  of 
'•*  may  be  of  fome  L Ye. 

"  Mr.  Speaker, 

"  "1  Y7"Hat  I  rife  up  for  is  to  propofe  a  B:/',  which 
"  yy  m-iy  remedy  the  Inconvenience,  that  the 
'*  f  Wjt'tbj  Gentleman  complains  of  j  a  Bill,  on  which 


f  The  Koufe  had  juft  come  to  the  following  Refolu- 
tion, 

"  Refolded,  that  fuch  Members  of  this  Houfe,  who 
"  do  abfent  Themfelvcs,  without  the  Leave  of  this 
"  Houfe,  are  to  be  reputed  Deferters  of  their  Truft, 
"  and  Ncgleclorsof  that  D-ity  1'hey  owe  to  this  Houre 
"  and  their  Country. 

VOL.  XII.  N  "  the 
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«'  the  Safety  of  the  Nation  feems  to  depend  as  much  as 
<*  on  the  Succefc  of  the  War,  in  which  We  are  engaged. 
"  The  carrying  on  the  War  would  be  throwing  away 
"  fo  much  Treafure  and  fo  many  Lives,  unlefs  at  the 
"  fame  Time,  that  We  fecure  our  Liberties  againft  a 
"foreign  Enemy,  We  can  prevent  the  Danger  of  their 
*'  being  undermined  at  borne. 

"  If  every  Gentleman's  Qffi.ee  and  Employment  were 
"  added  to  his  Name  as  it  is  call'd  over,  every  Call 
"  of  the  Houfe  would  put  us  on  confidering  whether 
"  fome  new  Law  is  not  wanting  to  leflen  the  Number  of 
"  fucb  Members  as  poffefs  them ;  and  i  am  afraid  it 
41  would  now  appear  to  You  that  They  are  more  numc- 
"  rous  than  ever,  notwithftanding  the  feveral  Bills, 
"  that  have  paffed  both  Hotifes,  and  feveral  others,  that 
"  have  palTed  only  this  Houfe  ;  by  which  the  Senfe  of 
"  the  Commons  hath  been  fo  often  declared ;  though 
"  perhaps,  not  fo  well  as  it  might  have  been,  had  We 
•'  obferved  the  fame  Order,  when  many  Members  are 
"  per/anally  csncerned,  that  We  do,  when  one  Member 
"  is,  by  obliging  Them  to  withdraw.  The  Oppofers 
••  of  tbeje  Bills  have  often  been  fo  few  in  Number,  that 
"  They  might  be  only  fuch  as  were  in  Employment ; 
"  and  if  They  had  withdrawn,  the  Bills  might  have 
"  pafs'd  without  zjtngle  Negative. 

•'  Though  the  civil  Officers  fliould  not  be  increafed, 
"  the  Continuance  of  the  War  muft  make  the  military 
"  Officers  more  numerous  and  more  powerful.  Thole, 
"  who  have  no  other  Fortune  depending  on  the  War 
"  than  the  Command  of  a  Regiment,  have  nothing  cHe 
"  to  do  but  to  make  a  proper  Difpofition  in  the  Clcatb- 
"  ing  of  it }  by  which  Means  fuch  an  Intereft  may  be 
"  made  in  moll  of  the  Ctrf orations,  as  no  Gentleman 
•"  in  -the  Country  is  able  to  refill.  Promotions  may  be 
"  made  every  Day  in  the  old  Regimeati,  and  new  onis 
"  raised,  and  a  very  great  Share  of  thcle  Prefermcrrs 
*«  falls  to  this  Houfe.  The  Number  of  fuch  Members 
"  is  therefore  fo  far  from  being  reftrair/d,  that  it  feems 

"  liLelv 
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"  likely  to  increafe,  as  long  as  the  War  lads.  The 
"  heavier  the  Debt  is  upon  the  Nation,  the  more  of 
4<  Thoje,  who  receive  the  fublirk  Money,  will  fit  here 
*<  and  impofe  the  Taxes,  our  of  which  They  ar« 
"  paid. 

*'  One  of  the  wifeft  and  moft  fiourifhing  *  States  does 
"  not  allow  any  Town  to  chule  a  military  Officer  for 
"  its  Reprefentatffe  ;  and  though  there  is  no  Preroga- 
"  five  in  that  Country,  from  which  They  can  fear 
"  an  Encroachment:  on  their  Liberties  ;  yet  Officers 
"  are  thought  to  be  improper  Checks  on  Ibrmjelves, 
"  or  on  Tbofe,  who  recommend  Them  to  their  Em* 
"  permits. 

"  The  Corruption  of  the  "Boroughs  is  grown  to  fuch 
"  an  Height,  it  is  fo  eafy  to  procure  a  Return,  and 
"  fuch  a  Latitude  is  left  by  the  Variety  of  our  OK* 
"  Determinations,  that  whenever  any  Set  of  Mini/iers 
"  think  fit  to  exert  Them  felves,  They  may  bring  in  fo 
"  many  military  Officer},  as  together  with  Thofe,  who 
/'  have  civil  Employments,  may  make  up  a  Majo- 
"  rity. 

"  1  hope  We  fhall  be  confident  with  Ourfelves  in 
««  what  We  did  the  +  other  Day,  when  We  came  to 
"  thofe  Refolutions  for  preventing  the  Danger  of  arbi- 
"  trary  Power.  When  a  Majority  can  be  commanded 
"  here,  tiefpctick  Power  may  be  eftablifh'd  by  Law, 
"  and  Refeftance  be  made  illegal.  To  render  it,  at 
"  the  fame  Time,  kwful  for  the  SuLjefl  to  refift,  and 
"  eafy  for  a  Prince  to  become  abjolute,  is  bringing  the 
"  Nation  into  perpetual  Danger  of  War  between  the 
"  King  and  the  Picple.  Jf  fo  many  Members  mould 
"  be  gain'd  here,  as  to  vote  a  fuffic'knt  Army,  Rejift- 
"  ance  might  be  impoffible,  though  it  were  lawfuL 
"  But  admitting  the  People  would  be  always  able  to 
"  regain  their  Freedom,  it  cannot  furely  be  thought 
N  2 


*  Holland.        \  Alluding  to  the  Proceedings  againft 
Dr.  SacbtvertL 


148       The   CRAFTSMAN.      N°  3  pp. 

"  more  advifeable  to  tife  the  Remedy  of  Arms  than  fo 
"  keep  our  Liberties  fafe  in  a  quiet  Way.  If  We  take 
"  Care  that  there  always  be  a  sufficient  Number  he;e  to 
*'  oppole  the  ill  Deiig;-,s  of  Mini/I crs,  there  will  never 
"  be  any  Need  of  Refijlar.ce  by  Arms. 

"  It  cannot  be  deny'd  that  in  ill  Times  Places, 
"  whether  civil  or  military,  will  have  an  Influence 
'*  over  ill  Men.  For  a  Member  of  this  Houfe  to  re- 
"  ceive  a  private  Penfion  hath  been  always  efleem'd  a 
"  Breach  of  Truft,  and  a  Violation  of  our  Conititu- 
"  tion ;  and  a  known  Pitif.on,  during  Pleafure,  ex- 
*'  eludes  a  Man  from  fitting  he:  e.  That  a  Place,  of 
"  little  Trouble,  is  as  valuable  as  a  Penfion,  of  the 
"  fame  yearly  Income,  We  fee  by  the  great  Crouds  of 
*'  Candidates,  on  every  Vacancy,  and  the  high  Prices, 
'•  that  We  hear  are  paid  for  them. 

"  In  a  common  Trial,  all  Perfons  concern'd  in  In- 
"  tereft  are  not  only  excluded  from  being  Jurymen,  but 
*'  even  their  Teilimony  as  to  Matter 's  of  Fiifi.is  r.ot 
'*  thought  fit  -to  be  credited ;  and  will  an  ill  Man,  in 
ill  Times,  gain  nothing  by  his  voting? — -~When 
a  Place  makes  up  a  confiderable  Part  of  a  Man's 
Fortune,  is  it  not  plain  that  if  the  Liberty  tf  tfo 
Subjfft  comes  in  Competition  with  the  Prerogative, 
it  will  be  his  own  Intereft  to  oppofe  the  Intercft  of 
Tbofe,  whom  He  reprefcnts  ?  May  it  not  eafily  hap- 
pen that  the  private  Advantage  of  almoft  eve;y  Man 
'«  in  Office  will  be  contrary  to  That  of  the  Publtik? 
"  And  mould  a  Prince  become  abfolute,  would  ndt 
"  They  fhare  among  ft  Them  the  Spoils  of  their  Feltow^ 
*'  Subjcfts  ?  Is  it  not  their  Interffl,  more  than  bis,  that 

"  He  mould  have  no  Controul  ? But  allowing  that 

«'  it  would  not  be  for  the  Advantage  of  Some,  who 
"  have  great  Fortunes  of  their  own,  to  go  into  violent 
"  Mfajurei;  yet  there  may  be  (cveral  Cales,  in  which 
•c  They  may  apprehend  no  great  Danger  in  paying  a 
"  Compliment.^—* — I  hope  every  Gentleman  here  is  la- 
"  tisfy'J  that,  in  Time  of  Peace,  We  lhall  want  no 

:« ;;.  >«•  -greatet 
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«'  greater  Number  of  Men  for  Guards  and  Garriforf 
"  than  before  the  War;  but  fince  that  Eflablifiiment 
"  hath  been  increafed,  a  Vote  muft  pafs,  in  order  to 
"  reduce  it ;  and  muft  not  many  Gentlemen,  in  that 
"  Cafe,  vote  away  their  own  Preferment  ?  I  don't  at 
•*  all  doubt  that  feveral  will  do  it ;  but  if  it  fhould  be 
«'  thought  proper  to  increafe  the  Number  of  Guards 
"  and  Garrifons,  as  hath  been  done  in  this  War,  and 
«'  perhaps  without  Damage  to  the  Publick  ;  (becaufe 
•'  the  greateft  Part  of  Them  have  been  employ'd  abroad •» 
"  though  indeed  the  Precedent  fecms  dangerous ;)  would 
"  any  Arguments  be  able  to  convince  fucb  Men,  as 
««  would  have  their  Subfiftence  from  the  Army,  that 
•'  the  Addition  of  a  few  more  Troops  than  the  loft 
"  Settlement  would  give  us  up  into  the  Hands  of  the 
"  Prince?  Or  that,  without  fuch  an  Addition,  hia 
"  Civil-Lift  might  enable  Him  to  compafs  our  Do- 
*'  ftruftion  ?  If  a  Proportion  for  granting  a  Civil-Lift 
•'  were  under  Debate,  and  the  Queftion  mould  be 
••'  whether  it  ought  to  be  fettled  for  Life,  or  even  in~ 
tf  created,  would  fuch  Points  be  properly  decided  by 
"  Tbofe,  whofe  Salaries  were  to  be  paid  out  of  it  ? 
"  Could  We  depend  upen  it  that  Men  would  deduct 
"  that  Part  out  of  their  Calculation,  which  would  be 
"  fet  afide  for  their  own  Wages?  When  Men  in 
"  Places  are  not  above  being  govern'd  by  Inter  eft  *  They 
"  will  certainly  be  directed  by  Tbofe,  who  prefer  Them ; 
"  fo  that  it  will  be  no  Security  to  us,  that  the  Crowe 
"  can  neither  increafe,  nor  diminifh  the  Number  of 
•'  Members;  for  as  long  as  it  hath  the  Power  of  raifing 
"  Regiments,  and  bellowing  Places  and  PenJioM,  k 
"  may  at  any  Time  take  off  from  Tbofe,  who  ought 
•'  to  rcpreiem  the  People,  and  add  to  Thole,  who  may 
«'  be  induced  to  reprefent  the  Court. 

"  But  if  We  could  fuppofe  that  Places  would  never 

"  influence  Men  ;  and    their  fitting  here  would  raife 

"  Them  to  more  generous  Thoughts  than  We  common-- 

•'  ly  fix  in  Othen  ;  I  fay,  if  We  could  be  fatisfy'd  of 

N  3  "  'ThJ», 
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"  This,  yet  We  ought  to  take  all  poffible  Care  to  keep 
'*  ourfelves  from  any  Imputation  of  that  Kind,  and 
**  confider  that  the  Honour,  Dignity  and  Power  of 
*•*  this  Hottfe  can  only  be  fupported  by  the  Opinion, 
"  which  Thofe  without  Doors  have  of  its  Integrity  ; 
"  for  it  is  not  enough  to  be  uncorrnpt,  unlefs  We  have 
"  the  Reputation  of  being  fo  too.  It  is  to  the  un- 
"  blemifh'd  Conduft  and  Charafter  of  <Tbofe>  who 
"  have  (ate  here  before  us,  that  We  owe  all  the  Advan  - 
"  tages  We  now  enjoy  by  our  Cor.ftitution,  When  the 
*'  good  Name  of  Parliaments  hath  declined,  their  Au- 
"  thority  hath  always  been  diminifhed  in  Proportion  ; 
•"  and  what  can  be  the  Weight  of  five  hundred  Gentle- 
"  men,  who  are  to  ftand  by  Them/elves,  as  They  al- 
**  ways  will,  unlefs  They  can  convince  Others  that 
*'  They  are  carrying  on  their  htereft,  as  well  as 
*'  their  own  ? 

"  The  high  Opinion,  which  We  all  have  of  the  fre- 
•**  fent  Sovereign,  can  be  no  Objection  to  the  ufing  our 
*'  Endeavours  for  obtaining  a  Security  againft  this  Dan- 
41  ger.  Were  She  not  intirely  in  the  Interefts  of  her 
"  People,  it  would  be  in  \aintohope  for  any  facb 
M  Laws.  They  sre  never  fo  likely  to  be  obtain'd,  as 
"  when  They  have  the  leajl  Effeft.  They  are  only 
"  r.eceffary  in  a  bad  Reign ;  and  when  That  comes,  it 
*'  is  too  late  to  think  of  them. 

«*  But  I  muft  take  the  Liberty  to  fay,  that  notwith- 
**  ftanding  the  great  Confidence,  which  We  all  fo 
**  juftly  repofe  in  the  prefent  Sovereign,  there  never  was 
"  more  Reafon  than  now  to  provide  for  our  future 
•«  Safety.  —  If  We  had  nothing  elfe  to  fink  u.%  the 
*'  Debt  of  the  Nation  is  heavier  than  it  ever  hath  been, 
*'  and  th?n  the  Narion  was  ever  thought  able  to  bear. 
*'  The  People  are  extremely  weaken 'd  by  it, 'and  in 
«4  Proportion  as  the  Commons  arc  weaken'd,  the  Crown 
*'  advances  in  its  Power  over  Them  ;  fo  that  although 
»«  the  Number  of  Officers  here  had  not  been  increa- 
w  fed,  the  Debt  being  fuch  as  the  People  were  never 

"  bur- 
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"  burthen'd  with  before,  it  imports  us  more  thin  ever 
"  to  provide  againft  the  Danger  of  any  Incroachments 
"  from  the  Crown. 

"  The  landed  Men  are  not  only  leffen'd  in  general, 
"  but  every  particular  Gentleman,  the  more  He  feels 
"  the  Weight  of  Taxes,  the  more  He  lofes  of  his  In- 
"  tereft  in  the  Country,  and  the  more  of  that  Intereft 
"  is  transferr'd  to  the  Perfons,  who  receive  their  Pay 
*'  out  of  tbofe  Taxes. 

"  If  We  would  effectually  put  the  Proteftant  Suc- 
**  ceffion  upon  fuch  a  Foot  that  it  cannot  be  fhaken, 
"  We  ought  to  convince  Men  that  They  will  be  free, 
"  when  They  are  under  it.  They  will  always  be 
*'  moft  zealous  in  Defence  of  that  Ertablifhment,  un- 
"  der  which  their  Liberties  are  moft  fecure. 

"  There  are  few  Gentlemen  here,  who  have  not,  at 
"  one  Time  or  other,  even  fince  the  Revolution,  been 
"  fenfible  how  neceflary  it  is  for  our  Safety  to  make 
"  fome  Provifion  in  this  Matter.  If  every  Man,  who 
X|  hath  once  been  of  that  Opinion,  fhould  be  fo  now, 
"  a  5:7/for  it  would  pafs  more  unanimoufly  than  any, 
"  that  was  ever  olFer'd  totheHoufc;  and  if  there  be 
«•  fome  Perfons,  \vho  think  our  C&njlitution  fecure,  for 
"  the  Time  to  come,  as  well  as  the  prefent,  it  is  to 
"  be  hoped  that  They  will  have  fo  much  Regard  for 
"  Thofe,  who  are  of  a  different  Opinion,  as  to  re- 
."  move  their  Apprehenfions,  and  give  Them  ibme  con- 
"  vincing  Proof  that  our  great  SucceJ/es  abroad  will  ef- 
"  feclually  prevent  any  Attempts  upon  our  Liberties 
"  at  home. 

Tbn  Speech  breathes  the  Spirit  of  an  boneft  EngUjh- 
isan,  and  I  am  forry  to  obfervc  that  the  Rcafoning  in 
it  hath  proved  fo  prophetick  ;  for  though  We  have 
now  been  above  twenty  Years  in  Peace,  the  national 
Debt  continues  much  the  fame  as  it  was  at  the  Conclu- 
f;on  of  the  War ;  and  an  Army  of  near  twenty  thcu- 
fand  Men  hath  been  kept  np,  under  the  Name  of 
Guards  and  Garrifsns,  for  moft  Part  of  that  Time. 

By 
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By  thefe  Means  it  hath  come  to  pafs  that  the  Num- 
ber of  Officers  and  Place-men,  in  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, is  fo  far  from  being  reduced,  that  They  have 
been  growing  upon  us  ever  fince,  and  may  in  Time 
become  a  Majority  of  the  whole  Houfe.  Whatever 
Reafons  therefore  might  be  affign'd  for  delaying  fucb 
a  PrcviJiOM  at  the  Time,  when  this  Speech  was  made, 
there  can  be  none  at  prefent,  when  the  Neceffity  of 
it  hath  been  confirm'd  by  die  Experience  of  above 
twenty  Tears. 

It  is  to  be  hoped,  indeed,  that  the  late  glorious  Aft* 
for  preventing  Bribery  at  EleSions,  and  the  vigorous 
Execution  of  it,  will  remedy  fome  of  the  Evils  men- 
tion'd  above  ;  fuch  as  the  Corruption  of  Boroughs,  falfe 
Return*,  and  partial  Determinations.  But  We  ought 
certainly  to  take  fome  Care  of  our  Liberties  within 
Doors,  as  well  as  without ;  and  therefore  the  honeft 
Zeal  of  our  Reprefentatives,  at  fo  critical  a  Conjuncture, 
by  ordering  in  a  Bill  for  this  Purpofe,  deferves  the 
higheft  Applaufe,  as  I  hope  it  will  meet  the  utmoft  U- 
nanimity.  D. 


N°4co.    SATURDAY,  March  a,    1735-4, 


!HE  RE  being  a  ftrong  Report  in  Town 
that  a  Motion  will  be  loon  made  in  Par- 
liament, for  repealing  the  fepttr.nial  Aft,. 
and  reftoring  our  antient  Conltitutionor" 
I  frequent +  new  Parliaments,  I  cannot  eiv- 
tcrtain  my  Readers  better,  at  this  Junc- 
ture, than  by  fome  Extracts  from  a  Speech  made  in 
the  Houfe  of  Ctmmem^.  when  the  Ad  for  triennial 
Parliaments  was  rcpeal'd.  Great  Pare  of  tbh  Speech 
confrili  of  Arguments  againll  the  Power  of  an  Houfe  cf 

Comtnttis 
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Commons  to  continue  Themfelves  longer  than  the 
Term,  for  which  They  were  eleftcd  ;  but  all  fucceed- 
ing  Parliament:?  having  been  chofen  by  the  People  for 
fci •••!!  r.;irs,  thofe  Objections  have  no  Weight  in  the 
prcfent  Cafe.  I  fhall  therefore  quote  fuch  Parts  only 
as  relate  to  the  Queftion.  whether  long  or  fhort  Parlia- 
ments are  vioft  agreeable  to  thi  'Nature  of  our  Conjlitu- 
tion,  and  moil  conducive  to  the  Inter  eft  of  the  Nation. 

The  Gentleman,  who  made  this  Speech,  begins  with 
•fhewing  that  Parliaments  antiently  confifted  of  but  one 
Scfon,  which  never  laitcd  a  Tear  ;  and  that  there  i»  no 
•Initance  of  a  Prcrogaticit  to  be  found  in  our  Hiilory 
4iil  the  violent  Reign  of  Henry  the  8th.  He  then  ob- 
-ferves  that  the  Nesejfily  of  frequent  L\ir>;,r>!cnts  feems 
to  be  univerfally  allow'd,  and  proceeds  in  the  follow- 
ing Manner. 

Wifh  Gentlemen  would  as  generally  concur  that 
the  other  Part,  which  I  have  mention'd,  and  I 
."  think  have  made  appear  to  have  been  our  anticnt 
**  Ccnftitution,  were  as  abfolutely  riecefiary  to  the  Pre- 
«'  fervxtion  of  oar  Liberties ;  I  mean  Par  lie 
"  one  Scfltsn ;  not  only  frequent,  but  frequent  NEW 
"  PARLIAMENTS.  The  Thing,  indeed,  appears  very 
4'  evident  to  Me ;  ib  evident,  that,  in  my  poor  Opi- 
"  nion,  our  Liberties  would  not  be  more,  nay  not  (6 
*'  precarious  under  an  abfolute  Monarcly,  as  with  an 
*'  Hoiife  of  Commons i  who  had  Right  to  fit  either  for 
*'  many  Tears  together,  or  without  any  Limitation  of 
"  'Time  ;  for  it  is  certain  that  a  Prince,  who  ftood 
«'  only  on  the  Bottom  of  his  own  abfolute  Authority, 
«'  affiltcd  with  a  few  Mini/ten  and  fame  Troops,  would 
"  ftill  think  Himfelf  pretty  much  upon  his  good  Beha- 
•*'  viour  towards  the  united  Body  of  his  People,  and 
**  \vould  probably  be  cautious  of  exerting  his  Power, 
•«'  in  fuch  a  Manner,  as  to  giveajuft  Provocation  to 
•*•  a  general  Revolr,  and  fetting  up  Another  in  his 
"  Head  ;  but  a  Prince,  \vith  a  Parliament  at  bis  De- 
"  wtion,  would  be  iniimtely  more  terrible,  and,  with 

"  much 
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*'  much  greater  Security,  might  give  a  Loofe  to  every 
"  Extravagancy  of  Power  ;  for  when  the  Reprefenta- 
"  fives  of  the  People,  who  are  chofen  by  Them  to  be 
*'  the  Gttardians  of  their  Liberties,  can  be  prevail'd  on, 
4>  for  little  Advantages  to  Themfelves,  to  betray  their 
"  Truft,  and  come  into  all  the  Meafures  of  a  defign- 
"  ing  Miniftry,  it  is  then  indeed  that  the  Liberties  of 
"  a  People  are  in  the  moft  imminent  Danger  j  and 
"  furely  there  is  great  Reafbn  to  apprehend  that  an 
*'  Hovfe  of  Commons  might  fbon  become  very  oblequi- 
"  ous  to  a  Miniftry,  if  They  were  to  fit  for  a  lung  Pc- 
tf  riod,  or  without  Limitation,  and  if  there  were  no 
*'  near  Day  in  View  of  a  new  Elefiisn,  when  the  Con- 
"  duel  cf  Gentlemen,  in  this  Place,  would  be  en- 
0  quired  into,  in  their  refpeflive  Counties. 

"  1  believe  it  will  not  be  deny'd,  that  it  is  very 
"  pcffible  for  a  Mini/try,  by  Pen/tons  and  Employment 
"  to  Some,  by  the  E'xpeftations  raited  in  Others,  and 
"  by  the  Corruption  of  E  letters  mid  returning  Officers, 
*'  to  obtain  a  very  great  Majority,  intirely  and  blindly 
*'  at  their  Devotion,  even  at  the  very  firft  Meeting  of 
"  a  Parliament;  and  that  by  a  Committee  tf  Elefir- 
*'  ons,  and  other  proper  Helps,  their  Party  may  daily 
"  increale  ;  and  that  fucb  a  Parliament  may  be  fo  far 
from  protecting  the  Liberties  of  their  Country,  or 
from  being  a  Terror  to  evil  Minifters,  as  to  become 
Themfelves  the  Tools  of  Oppreffion  in  the  Hand  of 
'  fucb  a  Minifiry,  and  by  Authority  to  confecrate  the 
'  worft  of  Actions;  to  declare  every  bonejl  Patriot, 
'  who  hath  the  Courage  to  attempt  to  Item  the  Tide 
'  of  Wickednefs,  and  to  ftand  up  for  the  Liberties  of 
"  his  Country,  to  be  its  greatejt  Enemy '^  and  Theft, 
*'  who  are  ready  to  give  it  up,  to  be  the  only  true 
"  Friends  of  our  Constitution  \  and  if  This  mould  ever 
"  happen  to  be  our  Cafe,  I  beg  Gentlemen  to  con- 
"  fider,  whether  a  greater  Curfe  could  fall  on  any ' 
"  People,  than  to  have  fuch  a  Parliament  as  This  en- 
*  tatfdupon  Them. 

I  hits 
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"  I  have  been  often  fill-prized,  when  I  reflected 
"  how  wanting  we  were  to  ourfelves,  at  the  Revoltt- 
t(  tion,  in  not  retrieving  and  fecaring  forever,  by  the 
•*  Claim  of  Rights,  oar  antient  Conftitution  of  frequent. 
"  new  Parliaments  ;  which,  in  my  poor  Opinion,  was 
«'  much  more  valuable  than  All  that  We   claim'd  be- 
"  fides  ;  but  We  obtain'd  This,  in  Part,   by  the  Act 
(t  pafb'd  in  the  fixth  Year  of  the  Reign  of  King  Wil- 
"  Ham,  and  which  the  Bill  before  us  intended   to  re- 
«'  peal;  for  by  that  Act  We   are   to   have  new  Parlia- 
«'  merits,  at  lead,  once  in  three  Tears ;  and  even  This 
is  fuch  a  Security  to  the  Britijb  Liberties,  that  all  the 
Objections  againft  triennial  Elections  are   but  very 
Trifles,    when  compared   with  That.     Therefore  I 
am  not  a  little  furprized,  when  I  hear  Gentlemen 
fay  that  the  triennial  Act  is  a  new  Conftitution,  and 
that  the  intended  Repeal  of  it  will  be  but  reftoring 
the  King,  in  Part,  to  his  Prerogative,  and  fetting 
the  Conftitution  a  little  nearer  to  what   it  antiently 
was.     Surely,    there  is  nothing    farther    from   the 
Truth  of  the  Facl.     The  antient  Conftitution  was, 
at   leaft,  annual  new  Parliaments ;    and  This   was 
broke   in  upon,    and    that  Breach  afterwards    con- 
tinued  in  the  Manner,  which  I  have  already  fet 
forth  ;  and  by  this  Aft  We  have   no  new  Privilege 
granted,  but  only  reftored  in  Part   to  Thofe,  which 
We  had  always  a  Right  to.     But  were  it  in  Reality 
a  new  Grant,  (hall  We  give  it  up  to  enlarge  only  the 
Prerogative  of  the   Crown  ?  May  We  not,    in   the 
fame  Way  of  Reafoning,  give  up  the  Habeas  Corpus 
Aft,  and   all   the  other  Privileges  and   Immunities, 
which  have  been  obtain'd    to  the  People  from   the 
Cro-.vn,  from    the  Date  of  Magna  Chart  a  to   this 
very  Day  ?  This  furely  hath  not  been    the  good  old 
Way  of  Reafoning   in  this  Phce,  and  I    prefume  it 
will  meet  with  due  Discouragement  atthu  Time.     I 
hope  We  mall,  on  this  and  all  other  Occafions,  ac- 
quit  ourfelves  like  BriN/u,  and  not  give  up,  in  Com- 

"  plaiiancc 
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«'  plaifance  to  any  Miniftry,  the  fmnl'eft,  much  lefs  the 
«'  greateft  and  moft  valuable  Privilege  of  Thole  We 
««  reprefent;  and  that  We  fhall  have  the  utmoft  Cau- 
"  tion  in  making  any  Step,  that  may  have  the  lea  ft 
Tendency  towards  that  Slavery,  from  which,  at  the 
Rifque  of  a  Revolution,  and  an  immenfc  Expcnce  of 
Blood  and  Treafure,  We  have  fo  lately  refcued  our- 
felvcs.  I  hope  yet  to  live  to  fee  the  Day,  when  our 
prefent  gracious  Sovereign  King  George  the  firft  will 
have  the  Glory  to  compleat  the  intire  restoring  of 
«'  our  antient  Ccnftitution,  to  which-  his  Predece/Tor 
«'  King  William  the  third  hath  made  fuch  a  confide- 
"  rable  Advance ;  and  that,  inftead  of  triennial,  We 
"  (hall  have  annual  new  Parliaments.  Then,  indeed, 
«'  the  Britift  Liberties  will  be  founded  on  a  Reck,  a- 
«'  gainft  which  the  Machinations  of  the  worft  Mir.iftr'us 
"  will  be  never  able  to  prevail  ;  and  the  Crown  will  he 
"  frequently  and  faithfully  informM  of  the  Sentiments 
«'  of  the  People,  and  be  thereby  enabled  to  prefcrve 
«'  that  Confidence  and  good  Correspondence  with 
«'  Them,  fo  abfolutely  nccefiary  for  the  Happinefs  of 
*'  both.  To  This  I  may  add,  diat  the  Inconvcnicncics 
«'  from  triennial  Elcftiws  will  thereby  be  much  more 
«'  cfrcftually  redrefs'd  and  cured,  than  ever  they  will 
"  be  by  paffing  the  Bill  before  us  in;o  a  La\v.  Upon 
'«  the  whole  therefore,  I  fhall  take  Leave  to  affirm, 
«'  that  We  have  at  prefent  an  indiiputaMe  Right  to  tri- 
«'  ennial  new  Parliaments,  and  a  very  juft  Claim  (for 
•'  1  know  of  no  Law,  that  hath  deprived  us  of  k)  to 
"  annual  Elections. 

"  It  bath  Ian  faid  that  three  Yeirs  is  too  fiort  « 
tf  Time  to  fjfefl  any  Thing  of  great  Mqmtnt  for  tbt 
"  Service  and  Benefit  cf  the  Naticfi  ;  that  the  firfi  Sefiion 
•'  is  generally  jper,t  in  tbe  Determination  o/"El  eel  ions ; 
"  in  the  fecond  feme  thing  is  done  ;  but  that  tbe  la  It 
"  Seffion  is  ufualfy  as  much  kft  as  tbe  firft ;  Gent'.c- 
"  run's  Minds  running  fo  n;ucb  on  We  en  Cuing  Ekdti- 
«<  on,  as  to  think  tf  ruling  e/je  ;  and  tbe  Tear  aljo  of 


N°  400.      Tbt  G  R  A  F  T  $  M  A  N.          IJ7 

disobliging  their  Eleftors,  on  fo  near  a  View  of  a  new 

Choice,  becomes  a  very  great  Byafs  on  their  Conducl  in, 

"  Parliament,  to  the  Prejudice  of  the  publick  Service ; 

*'  Jo  that  ia  this  Jhcrt  Term  of  three  Years  there  is  fit  tie 

"  more  than  the  Work  of  one  Year  done. 

"  I  am  not  z  little  furprized  that  fuch  Affertions  as 
"  thefe  fhould  be  made  Ufe  of,  as  Arguments  againit 
*'  triennial  Parliaments  $  becaule  they  feem  to  be  Pro- 
"  tcftatio  contra  Fa  flu  m,  as  was  faid  by  a  very  great 
"  Man  of  Dr.  Ssuheverefs  Speech.  It  is  evident  that 
"  the  Bufmefs  of  the  Publick  was  carry *d  on,  for  fome 
"  Hundreds  of  Years,  by  annual  Parliaments  only,  and 
*'  our  Hiftories  for  that  Time  do  not  acquaint  us  with 
"  any  Complaints  made  of  the  Shortnefs  of  their  Du- 
"  ration. 

"  I  will  agree  that  much  Time  is  fpenr,  rot  only  in 
"  the  frflt  but  in  the  fecond  Tear,  in  the  Determina- 
tion of  Elections  ;  but  if  Thefe  were  all,  without  Di- 
ftindlion,  left  to  the  Committee  appointed  for  that 
Purpofe,  it  would  not  make  fo  great  a  Part  of  the 
Buhnefs  of  the  Houfe,  as  it  hath  of  late  Years  done  ; 
and  if  the  Right  of  Election  for  the  feveral  Cities  and 
Boroughs  were  unalterably  fix'd,  and  not  changed 
from  Time  to  Time,  with  refpect  to  the  Petitioners 
and  fitting  Members,  the  Work,  even  or"  the  L 
tee,  would  be  greatly  leflenM. 
"  As  to  the  Inconveniencies  fuggefled  to  the  third 
"  ScJJion,  from  the  near  Approach  of  a  new  Choice  ;  it 
"  will  be  much  the  fame  againft  the  fecond  Seffioti,  in 
"  which  fomething  of  Bufinefs  is  admitted  to  be  done  ; 
"  for  I  fee  but  little  Difference  between  the  Influence, 
*'  which  theProfpetl  of  a  new  Cksic^  will  have  at  the 
44  End  of  one,  or  at  the  End  of  *  two  Tears.  The 

"  Objection 

*  This  was  exfcnmentally  verify  d  in  the  late  Cay. 
•f  the  Excife-Scheme,  if  We  w*v&7/Vcv  the  minifterial 
Writers,  toko  have  often  ctmplaind  that  the  approach- 

VOL.  XII.  O  ing 
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"  Objection  therefore,  as  to  this  Purpofe,  is  altogether 
"  trifling  ;  but  I  will  agree  that  it  hath  its  Weight,  if 
*'  it  be  urged  for  the  long  Continuance^  and  greater  ftill, 
"  if  it  be  urged  for  perpetuating  the  prefent  Parlia- 
"  meat ;  for  then,  indeed,  Gentlemen  would  be  free'd 
"  from  all  Anxiety  about  a  future  Eleftion,  and  would 
"  be  under  no  Rellraints,  nor  have  any  Byafs  on  their 
"  Minds  from  the  Sentiments  of  Thofe,  who  chofe 
«'  Them. 

"  As  to  thelncreafe  of  Bribery  and  Corruption  in 
"  Eletlionsy  fince  the  triennial  A8>  it  is  impoffible  it 
"  can  be  owing  to  tbat  Law,  or  that  it  would  be  in 
*'  any  wife  diminim'd  by  a  Repeal  of  it ;  and  in  Facl 
"  the  Increafe  of  Bribery  and  Corruption  in  E/eftions 
"  may  have  happen'd  fince  tbat  Law,  and  yet  be  in 
"  no  wife  a  Confequence  of  it.  Tis  contrary  to  coin- 
"  mon  Senfe  to  imagine  that  Tbofe,  who  would  pur- 
"  chafe  their  Seats  in  Parliament,  would  give  more  for 
"  a  triennial  than  for  a  Septennial  one;  or  that fttcb 
"  Eletfors,  who  will  fell  their  Voices,  have  not  Arith- 
"  mctick  enough  to  proportion  their  Prises  to  the 
"  Times,  for  which  They  chufe  their  Reprefentativef. 

"  The  Funds,  as  I  am  inform'd,  produce  above  three 
"  Millions  yearly,  towards  the  Interfjl  and  finking 
"  fome  Part  of  the  Principal  of  our  Debt.  Thisgrta% 
•'  additional  Revenue,  though  the  Property  of  private 
*'  Perfons,  is  intirely  under  the  Management  of  the 
"  Officers  of  the  Crown,  and  thereby  a  Depcndancecn 
"  a  Mir.iflry  hath  been  created,  vaflly  greater  than  ever 
"  was  before,  or  could  otherwiie  have  been  ;  and  what 
44  Influence  This  hath  had  on  our  Elefiicns,  throughout 

••  the 

ing  Election  bad  too  great  a  Share  in  determining  the 
F/ite  cf  that  Bill ;  and  I  leave  the  People  of  England  to 
ccnjidcr  whether  it  would  not  contribute  to  their  Security 
»*ainft  the  Revival  of  fuch  an  Attempt,  if  Pro^'ifion 
was  truiiie  that  a  new  Election /w/*/  never  be  at  a  very 
great  Di/faKf. 
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"  the  whole  Kingdom,  the  A£b  of  Parliament,  which 
•«  have  been  made  to  prevent  it,  fufficiently  proclaim. 
«'  We  have  now  an  Army  of  civi!  Oncers  as  dange- 
•'  rous  as  any  military  Furce,  intirely  at  the  Devotion 
"  of  a  Minijiry  ;  and  although  We  may  run  no  Rifque 
"  from  This  in  the  Hands,  where  his  Majefty  hath 
"  now  placed  the  Adminiitration,  yet  We  have  fre- 
"  quently  been,  and  may  again  be  in  Peril,  from  this 
"  adventitious  Power,  of  the  total  Lois  of  our  Conili- 
"  tution. 

"  The  fhort  of  the  Cafe  feems  to  Me  to  be,  that 
"  feme  Minifters  have  by  their  Conduft  gone  a  great 
"  Way  to  beggar  the  Nation ;  and  that  Others  have 
"  corrupted  Thofe,  who  have  been  !b  undone.  In  this 
"  unhappy  Situation  of  Men  and  Things,  the  fublick 
"  Msnej  hath  been  employ 'd  to  corrupt  EleBors  and 
"  returning  Officers,  and  thereby  fome  late  Parliaments 
"  have  been  hli'd  with  the  Creatures  of  a  Miniftry,  and 
*'  many  have  likcwife  expended  vaft  Sums  of  their  own, 
"  when  They  faw  it  necefiary  to  get,  or  tecure  zPlace  ; 
"  by  which  Means  tbefe  Parliaments  have  been  fill'd 
"  with  great  Numbers  of  mercenary  Troops,  whole 
"  Names  were  fcarce  known  in  the  Countries,  where 
•'  They  were  chofen,  without  any  P'amily-Intcrelts  of 
"  their  own,  or  the  Affiftance  of  Thofe,  who  "had  ;  and 
"  if  there  hath  been  any  Bribery  on  the  Parts  of  Tbofe, 
"  who  have  oppoled  fucb  Mt~n,  as  perhaps  there  may, 
11  it  hath  been  occalion'd  by  the  vile  Arts,  which  have 
"  been  put  in  Praftice  again  it  Them.  So  I  think  I  may 
"  truely  affirm  that  Bribery  and  Corruption  in  Elettion: 
"  have  not  follow'd,  as  any  ill  Confequence  of  the 
"  triennial  Aft,  but  from  Caufes  widely  different;  and 
"  that  the  Foundation  was  firft  laid,  and  hath  been 
"  fmce  improved  and  carry'd  on,  by  wicked  and  defign- 
"  ing  Minifltn,  D. 

O  2  SATURDAY 
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To   CALEB    D'ANVERS,    Efo 
SIR, 

T  K  juftly  obfcrved  by  the  miniflenal 
Writers,  as  much  as  You  may  pleafe  to 
defpife  Them,  that  nothing  is  eafier  than 
to  harangue  againft  Mtn  in  Pcwer,  and 
/•rid  Fault  with  publick  Mcafures.  JEM?/, 
Taxrs,  Exdjes,  and  ftanding  Armies  are 
now  grown  fuch  beaten  Topick?,  that  every  Schoolboy 
is  able  to  declaim  copioufly  upon  them,  and  may  enter 
the  Lifts  with  a  Wntfter  of  State.  Nay,  even  the 
moft  illiterate  are  net  unacquainted  with  thefe  practical 
Parts  of  political  Science.  There  is  not  a  Day-Labou- 
rer in  Town  or  Country,  who  does  not  perfectly  under- 
Hand  the  Nature  of  Taxts.  The  Knowledge  of  Excijet 
is  become  almofl:  as  general  as  the  Extent  of  them  ;  and 
the  Joweft  of  the  People  arc  wife  enough  to  know  that 
flanding  Armies,  in  Times  of  Peace,  are  calculated  for 
fome  other  Ends,  befides  protecting  Them  in  their 
Rights  and  Privilege?.  Thefe,  I  fay,  are  Topicks, 
which  the  prefent  State  of  Affairs  hath  thrown  in  every 
Body's  Way,  and  adapted  to  the  meancft  UndcrftanJ- 
ings;  but  the  Point,  which  hath  been  lately  Parted 
about  ffftemiia!,  or  flartding  Parliaments,  as  they  are 
invidioufly  termed,  feems  to  be  more  popular  than  all 
the  reft  ;  and  yet,  if  We  examine  the  Arguments,  ad- 
vanced upon  tffu  Head,  they  will  appear  as  ridiculous  as 
Thofc  upon  any  of  the  other. 
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L  know  the  Confequence  of  thwarting  the  Prejudice* 
of  the  People,  and  am  very  well  apprized  of  the  Cla- 
mour, which  will  be  raifed  againft  Me  for  appearing  in 
Defence  of  long  Parliaments.  I  muft  expecl  to  be  call'd 
a  Penfioner,  an  Hireling,  a  Robertfman,  with  all  thofe 
other  pretty  Appellations,  which  have  been  fo  plentiful- 
ly beftow'd  upon  the  Court-Writers.  But  nothing  fhall 
deter  Me  from  fpeaking  the  Truth,  upon  fo  important  a 
Subjefl,  and  bearing  my  Teftimony  againft  any  Innova- 
tions in  the  prefent  good  Order  and  Diipo/ition  of 
Thing?.  Let  us  therefore  take  a  fhort  View  of  the 
principal  Arguments  zgiinft.  feptennial Parliaments,  and 
i«  Behalf  of  frequent  Elefiions. 

In  the  firft  Place,  it  is  alledged  that  Parliaments  ori- 
ginally confifted  of  but  one  Sejfion ;  and  that  two  or 
three  new  Par /laments  were  fometimes  call'd  within  the 
Compafs  of  a  Year.  This  is  pompoufly  ftyled  our  anti- 
ent  Ccnjlitution ;  and  We  have  been  en  tertain'd  with  a 
great  deal  of  impertinent  Rhetorick  upon  it.  But  grant- 
ing This  to  be  true,  hath  not  the  judicious  Mr.  Oflorne 
(or  Mrs.  Ojlorne,  if  You  pleafe)  unanswerably  proved, 
upon  manifold  Occafions,  that  new  England  is  better 
than  old  England,  and  that  our  modern,  pslite  Ccnftitu- 
tion  infinitely  furpafies  our  antient,  barbarous  Confttttt- 
tion? Anfwer  That,  if  You  can. 

Another  Argument  to  the  fame  Purpofe  is,  that  the 
Method  of  proroguing  Parliaments  is  a  Practice  of  mo- 
dern Date,  and  was  firft  introduced  by  Henry  the 
VHIth.  I  grant  This  too  ;  and  what  then  ?  It  is  well 
known  that  the  Reformation  was  begun  under  the  fame 
Pn.nef  ;  and  yet,  1  believe,  theje  Writers  wiH  not  pre- 
fume  to  condemn  our  Religion,  upon  that  Account. 
as  certainly  a.  Part  of  our  antient  Conjiitutit/n, 
as  v,ell  as  jbort  Parliaments;  and  why  might  not  one 
Hand  in  need  of  Reformation,  as  well  as  the  siber? 
What  ftrange  Lengths  will  fome  Men  run,  when  They 
are  pufh'd  on  by  Party  Zeal  and  a  Spirit  of  Oppo/itian  ? 
It  is  no  Wonder  that  Popery  gains  (j«u&d  amon^it  wf 
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when  fuch  DocVmes  are  advanced  by  Perfons,  who 
call  Themfelves  Prottftants.  Bellarmine  himielf  could 
do  no  more  ;  nay,  He  did  the  very  fame  Thing,  by  in- 
filling on  Antiquity  as  one  neceflary  Mark  of  a  true 
Church. 

Thus  much  as  to  the  antient  ConJJitution  of  Parlia* 
meats.  Let  us  now  proceed  to  the  Merits  of  the  Caufe, 
and  try  it  by  Reafon  and  Experience. 

The  two  'fong  Parliaments,  in  the  Reigns  of  Charles 
the  i ft  and  Charles  the  2d,  never  fail  to  be  mention'd, 
upon  theie  Occafions,  by  the  Advocates  for  frequent 
"Eletlions.  One,  fay  They,  was  attended  with  the 
total  Overthrow  of  our  Conftitution,  both  in  Church 
and  State,  as  well  as  the  tragical  Death  of  the  King ; 
and  They  add  that  the  other  brought  Things  almoft  to 
a  Crifii  again,  after(  the  Reft  oration.  But  I  muft  beg 
I/cave  to  put  thefe  Gentlemen  in  Mind  that  the  true  Art 
of  reconciling  Parliaments  to  the  Temper  of  a  Court 
was  not  difcover'd  in  the  Reign  of  King  Charles  the  i  ft ; 
who  mifcarried  by  the  Application  of  harm  Remedies, 
where  Lenitives  might  have  prevailed.  It  muft  be  cen- 
fefs'd,  indeed,  that  his  Son  found  out  the  Secret,  in  his 
Travels  abroad,  and  made  Ufe  of  it- with  pretty  good 
Effeft;  but  natural  Habits  are  ftubborn  Things,  and 
cannot  be  intircly  fubdued  at  once.  This  is  the  true 
Reafon  why  the  long  Parliament,  commonly  call'd  the 
Penf.onary  Parliament,  in  his  Reign,  began  to  boggle  at 
4aft,  and  did  not  anfwer  all  the  Expectations,  that  were 
conceived  from  Them,  at  their  firll  fctting  cut. 

We  are  lifcewife  told,  in  a  very  confident  Manner, 
that  greater  Things  have  been  done  by  Jbort  Parliament! 
than  by  long  ones ;  upon  which  We  are  carried  back  to 
the  multy  Reigns  of  the  Edwards  and  the  Httirys ;  but 
You  are  fo  modeft  as  to  allow  that  Prfrogatite  p/evailTd 
to  a  very  great  Degree  in  thore  Ages,  and  that  the  great- 
eft  Part  of  the  Lands  of  England  being  then  in  the 
Hands  of  the  Crow/i  and  the  Nobles,  the  Comtnovi  nia-.'e 
but  an  inconiidcratle  frigujc  ;  16  that  no  certain  Con- 

du- 


N°  402.      7£«    C  R  A  F  T  S  M  A  N.  163 

elusions  can  be  drawn  from  the  Tranfaftions  of  thofe 
Reigns.  Let  us  therefore  defcend  to  Times  within  our 
own  Memory  ;  I  mean  fince  the  Revolution,  and  fee 
whether  the  greateft  national  Points  have  been  really  ac- 
complim'd  under  triennial,  or  Septennial  Parliaments. 
I  know  i;  will  be  faid,  in  Behalf  of  the  former,  that 
the  Recoinage  of  all  our  Money  was  compleated,  by  a 
triennial  Parliament,  whilit  We  were  engaged  in  a 
vigorous  War  with  France,  and  even  under  a  new  Go- 
vernment, which  was  far  from  being  fettled.  Bifhop 
Burt:et,  fpeaking  of  this  Parliament,  fums  up  their  Cha- 
rafter  in  the  following  Words.  *  The  Parliament  of 
England  bad  now  fate  its  Period  of  three  Years  ;  in 
which  great  Things  bad  teen  done.  Tot  whole  Money  ef 
England  teas  recoin'd;  the  King  was  fecured  in  bis  Go- 
vernment ;  an  honourable  Peace  was  made ;  publick 
Credit  was  reft$red;  and  the  Payment  of  publick  Debts 
was  put  on  fure  and  good  Funds.  It  may  be  added, 
that  the  Proteftant  Succeflion  was  eftablifh'd,  and  the  laft 
v  iftorious  War  againft  France  was  carry 'd  on,  under 
triennial  Parliaments  But  what  are  all  Thefe,  in  Com- 
parifon  to  the  mighty  Things,  which  have  been  done 
by  feptennial  Parliaments  ?  Will  any  Body  pretend  to 
put  the  Coinage  in  Competition  with  the  South-Sea 
Scheme,  or  the  Bank-Contrac!?  I  am  ready  to  allow 
that  the  Prcteflant  Succe/ion  was  a  very  confiderable 
Point ;  but,  with  great  Submiffion,  I  leave  it  to  be  con- 
fider'd  whether  that  Bleffing  could  have  been  fecured  to 
us  without  Jcptennial  Parliaments.  It  is  true  that  the 
late  Duke  of  Mar  thorough  made  a  Shift  to  bufile  thro* 
a  vigorous  War,  and  obtain'd  a  Series  of  unparallel'd 
Victories,  by  the  Affifiancc  of  triennial  Parhmmnts  ; 
but  have  not  our  prejtftt,  excellent  Mir.ijiirs  made  a 
more  glorious  Figure  in  the  Cabinet,  than  ever  He  did 
in  the /»/«'/'  Do  not  their  Treaties  greatly  overbalance 
all  his  f'tflorift,  both  in  Number  and  Advantage  to 

this 

*  Burn.  ////?.   t'fi/.  2.  p.  21?. 
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this  Kingdom  ?  Bifhop  Burnet  is  pleated  to  call  the 
Treaty  of  Ryfaick  an  honour  able  Peace,  in  the  Paflage 
before-cited ;  but  I  will  undertake  to  prove,  from  un- 
doubted Authority,  that  the  Treaty  of  Hanover,  the 
Treaty  of  Seville,  and  the  la  ft  Treaty  of  Vienna  were 
not  only  honourable,  but  wife,  prudent  and  ntcejfary. 
As  for  publick  Credit,  it  cannot  be  deny'd  that  the 
Foundation  of  the  Jinking  Fund  was  firft  laid  under  a 
triennial  Parliament ;  but  every  Body  knows  that  the 
ftrift  and  inviolate  Application  of  it  to  the  Payment  ef 
tur  publick  Debts  is  intirely  owing  to  the  Virtue  and 
Care  of  a  feptennial  Parliament.  After  all,  it  mull  be 
acknowledged  (for  I  am  rcfolved  to  preferve  the  utmoft 
Impartiality)  that  the  I  aft  triennial  Parliament  had  the 
Honour  of  atchieving  two  very  great  Points  ;  I  mean 
paffing  the  RIOT  ACT,  and  CONTINUING  THEM- 
SELVES. To  This  I  have  the  Mortification  to  add, 
that  the  late  glorious  Exciff-Scbeme  had  the  hard  Fats 
to  mifcarry,  under  a  feptennial  Parliament ;  but,  per- 
haps, That  may  be  properly  enough  imputed,  as  Tome 
ef  my  Brother-Writers  have  already  obfcrved,  to  a  fmall 
Error  of  Judgment  in  Timeing  the  Bill.  However,  I 
am  far  from  defpairing  to  fee  it  accomplifh'd,  under 
another  Parliament,  if  Things  fhould  happen  to  con- 
tinue, as  I  hope  they  will,  upon  the  fame  good  Foot- 
Having  thus  impartially  flated  the  Queftion  between 
triennial  and  feptennial  Parliaments,  as  far  as  We  can 
judge  of  them  by  paft  Experience,  let  us  examine  the 
Tendency  of  them,  according  to  Reafon,  and  confider 
what  Erledls  each  of  them  is  moitlikdy  to  produce  in 
Times  to  come. 

A  proper  Harmony  between  King  and  Parliament- 
hath  been  always  cikem'd  the  greateil  Blcfiing,  that  can 
befal  this  Nation.  Now  This  cannot  be  cultivated  ard 
brought  lo  Perfection,  in  fo  fhort  a  Term  as  one,  or 
ev«n  three  Years.  It  requires  Time  to  difcover  the  dif- 
ferent View;,  Inclinations  and  Ciicumilanccs  of  fo  large 

a  Body 
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a  Body  of  Gentlemen,  who  come  from  diftant  Parts  of 
the  Kingdom,  and  are  apt  to  look  my  upon  one  ano- 
ther, like  new  Acquaintance,  at  their  firft  meeting. 
Parliaments  therefore,  like  Wine,  are  the  better  for  be- 
ing kept,  and  improve  on  our  Hands.  They  grow 
mellow  with  Age,  and  wear  off  that  Roughnefe,  which 
They  naturally  contracl  in  the  Country.  In  This  We 
have  Scripture,  as  well  as  Reafon  on  our  Side.  No  Man* 
lays  St.  Luke,  having  drunk  old  Wine,  Jtraittvay  defiretb 
new  ;  for  He  faith  the  old  is  better. 

Bat  there  is  ftill  a  ftronger  Reafon  againft  Jhort  Par- 
liaments ',  for  They  not  only  tend  to  the  Exclufion  of 
Men  in  Office,  and  rilling  the  Houfe  with  Country  Gen- 
tlemen and  Foxhunt er s,  who  know  nothing  of  Bufmcfs; 
but  will  even  produce  a  Rotation  amongft  Thefe,  which 
is  the  very  EfTence  of  Harrington's  Csmrnwjcealth;  fb 
that  in  a  little  Time  no  Gentleman  will  be  fure  of  be- 
co  rung  a  perpetual  Senator,  unlefs  He  happens  to  be  ab- 
folute  Mafterof  fome  little  Borough,  or  a  large  Property 
in  Land,  and  will  make  it  his  Bufmefs  to  ftudy  the  In- 
terelts  of  the  People. 

The  Frienefs  oftbeGwcrnment  ought  likewife  to  re- 
member that  triennial  Parliaments  were  the  Off- fp ring 
of  the  Tories,  and  that  the  Whigs  had  the  Credit  of 
fublHtnting  feptennial  ones  in  their  Room.  Nodiing 
therefore  being  more  tender  than  the  Honour  of  Parties, 
what  will  the  World  fay,  if  the  Whigs  mould  undo 
their  own  Work,  and  lick  up  the  Spittle  of  the  Tories  ? 
This  would  be  a  ftrange  Coalition  indeed,  and  can  pro- 
ceed from  nothing  but  a  JacobiU  Defign. 

But  whatever  Reafons  there  may  be  for  reftorihg  tri- 
ennial, or  even  annual  Parliaments,  the  Attempt  is  cer- 
tainly very  unreafonable  at  this  Time,  when  an  Eleflion 
i?  drawing  fo  near,  and  feveral  Grntjemen  have  becnat 
fo  much  Coft,  a;  well  as  Trouble,  for  two  or  three 
Years  pa  ft,  in  gaining  over  Corporations  to  their  Inte- 
reft.  It  would  therefore  be  very  hard  to  abridge  their 
Expectations  in  this  Manner,  and  reitrain  Them  from 

being 
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being  cholSn  for  more  than  three  Years,  when  They 
have  actually  proportion'd  their  Expences  to  feven. 
Let  me  add,  that  fome  of  thefe  Candidates  are  known 
to  be  Gentlemen  of  more  Zeal  than  Wealth,  and  can 
but  ill  afford  throwing  away  their  Money  upon  fuch 
Bargains. 

Laftly,  and  above  all,  I  muft  defire  the  Electors  of 
Great  Britrin  to  take  Notice  that  this  Defign  of  reftoring 
triennial  Parliaments  is  projected  by  the  very  fame  Per- 
Ibns,  who  lately  ty'd  up  their  Hands  by  an  AR  againft 
Bribery  and  Corruption  ;  from  whence  it  is  plain  that 
frequent  Elections  are  not  intended  for  their  Benefit. 
They  ought  therefore  (as  fome  of  the  ingenious  Cou- 
ranteersbave  already  obferved)  to  fhew  a  ju!t  Indig- 
nation againft  the  Promoters  of  an  Acl,  which  prohi- 
bits a  poor  Man  from  felling  his  Vote  to  buy  a  little  Li- 
quor t  and  obliges  Him  to  maintain  his  Family  by  what 
is  call'd  boneji  Labour,  and  Induftry.  But  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  fome  Expedient  will  be  found  out  to  relieve 
Them,  in  due  Time,  from  fuch  an  horrible  Grie- 
vance ;  and  that  every  Candidate  will  be  fo  juft  as  to 
confider  that  He  is  follicidng  an  Annuity  for  feven 
Yean,  and  not  to  fcruple  to  pay  for  it  accordingly. 

Upon  the  whole,  I  conclude  with  my  earneft  Wifhes 
that  fo  pernicious  a  Projtft  may  be  effectually  crufh'd 
before  this  Letter  fees  the  Light  ;  if  Mr.  D'anrers 
fhould  be  pleafed,  in  his  great  Wifdom,  to  do  it  that 
Honour.  N. 

I  am,  SIR, 

Your  moft  obedient  Servant, 

SEPTENN  iws. 
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7i  CALEB    D'ANVERS, 


'BOUT  two  Years  ago  You  entertain'd 
the  Publick  with  a  Difiertation  on 
CHAIRS,  antient  and  modern  ;  to  which 
You  fubjoinM  feme  ufeful  Obfervations 
on  STOOLS.  This  Difcourfe  met  with 
fo  good  a  Reception,  that  I  am  encou- 
raged to  trouble  You  with  a  fhort  Eflay  on  another  do- 
meliick  Utenfil  in  great  Vogue;  I  mean  a  SCREEN. 

Now  a  Screen,  in  the  literal  Acceptation  of  the 
Word,  fignifies  a  certain  Piece  of  Mechanilm  to.  defend 
us  from  the  Inclemency  of  the  Weather,  either  Heat, 
or  Cold,  Wind,  or  Rain.  Of  Thefe  there  are  diverfe 
Sorts  ;  fuch  as  the  Fan,  the  Fire-screen,  the  Umbrella, 
and  the  large  Folding-Screen  ;  which  are  all  grown  in- 
to fuch  common  Ufe,  that  they  require  no  farther  Ex- 
planation. Bat  a  Screen,  in  the  metaphorical  Senfe, 
imports  fomething  farther,  and  means  any  Device,  cr 
"Contrivance,  to  protcft  Men  from  the  Fury  of  ihcir 
Enemies,  or  the  Purfuit  of  Juftice.  It  is  in  this  figura- 
tive Senfe  of  the  Word,  that  I  propofe  to  defcant  upon 
Screens  in  the  following  Eflay,  which  I  hope  will 
prove  no  difagreeable,  nor  unufcful  Entertainment  to 
your  Readers. 

SfrtMshrtc  been  more  or  lefsufed.  in  all  Ages,  and 
l>y  all  Degrees  of  Perfons  ;  but  especially  by  the  rich 
and  powerful.  The  boldeft  Warriors  of  Antiquity  ne- 
ver ventured  into  the  Field  of  Battle  without  fome- 
thing to  fhelter  Them,  from  the  Afiaults  of  their  Ene- 

mies. 
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mies.  It  is  well  known  that  Achilles,  to  much  re- 
nown'd  in  Hiftory,  was  not  only  dipt  in  the  River 
Styx,  to  render  Him  invulnerable,  but  had  likewife  a 
compleat  Suit  of  Armour,  made  by  Vttlcan  himielf, 
which  no  human  Force  could  penetrate.  dj<ix>  ano- 
ther Grecian  Chief,  is  diftinguifh'd  by  his  J'cv en-fold 
Shield,  which  was  of  fo  large  a  Circumference,  that 
Teucer  is  defcribed  in  Homer  fighting  behind  it.  Molt 
of  the  anticnt  Heroes  made  Ufe  of  the  fame  Kind  of 
Screens ;  which  were  fometimes  carried  before  Them  by 
inferior  Officers,  who  were  obliged  to  Hand  the  full 
Shock,  and  therefore  ought  to  partake  in  the  Honour 
of  the  Victory.  This  Praftice  of  fighting  with  Tar- 
gets, or  Bucklers,  is  Hill  rctain'd  by  the  Clans  of  Scot- 
lar.d;  and  I  have  often  feen  them  ufed,  at  Mr.  F.^'s 
Amphitheatre,  with  great  Succefs. 

But  to  proceed.  The  heathen  Deities  ciid  not  think 
it  beneath  their  Dignity  to  make  Ufe  of  Screws  them- 
felves,  or  lofcrcen  Others.  I  will  mention  only  one 
Inflance  from  Virgil,  where  Venus  conceals  her  Son  *£- 
neas  and  his  Companion  Achates  in  a  Cloud ; 

At  Venus  objfuro  grtidiir.tes  A>re  fffrfit, 
Et  multo  nul>n!<e  cirtuw  Dea  JuJit  Amitlu, 
Cerncre  ne  quit  EM  •• 

Nay  the  Romans  had  a  Goddefs,  cauTd  Lavtrna, 
whole  peculiar  Province  it  was  to  fcrten  Thofe,  \\ho 
lived  by  Fraud  and  Rapine.  Htrace  introduces  a  Man 
making  his  Addrcfles  privately  to  Her  in  ihc  follow  ing 
Lines; 

.  Pukbra  Laverna, 

Da  miki  fa  Here  ;  dajuflo  fanflcque  videri ; 
NiiRim  Peccatii,  tt  Frauiiitui  ol>j:ce  Kubem. 

That  is,  grant  me,  Lavcrna,  a  Genius  fur  frilling* 
'<ind  an  outward  Appear anct  of  Prtbity  and  Cur.jclu;^  . 
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let  my  Crimes  be  bid  in  Darknefs,  and  eaft  A  Cloud 
ever  all  my  Rogueries. 

I  have  often  amufed  Myfelf  with  reflecting  what  x 
prodigious  Number  of  Votaries  this  Goddefs  muft  have 
had,  in  the  Declenfion  of  the  Roman  Commonwealth, 
and  under  moft  of  the  Emperors,  when  all  publick 
Virtue  was  laugh'd  out  of  Fafhion,  and  nothing  was 
minded  but  Pillage  and  Plunder.  I  dare  fay  die  Chap- 
pel  of  Loretto  is  not  more  frequented  at  prefent,  thart 
Laverna's  Temple  was  in  thofe  Ages.  Methinks,  I  fee 
Sejanus  on  his  Knees,  imploring  her  Protection  and 
Affiitance  to  conceal  his  Depredations  from  the  Pub- 
lick. 

I  could  enrich  this  Part  of  my  Subject  with  a  Mul- 
titude of  Quotations  and  Inftances  from  the  antient 
Greek  and  Roman  Writers  ;  but  to  avoid  the  Imputa- 
tion of  Pedantry,  I  lhall  deicend  to  our  own  Times, 
when  the  Art  and  Practice  of  Screening  ieems  to  be 
brought  to  the  utmoft  Perfection. 

The  Beaumonde  muft  give  me  Leave  to  obferve  that 
a  Majquerade  is,  properly  ipeaking,  no  better  than  a 
Screen ;  which  gives  the  polite  of  both  Sexes  an  Op- 
portunity of  converting  with  more  Freedom  and  Un- 
refervedr.efc  than  They  might  care  to  do,  without  fome 
Difguife.  The  worthy  Gentleman,  \vho  preiides  over 
thcio  Afiemblies,  is  therefore  a  Peribn  of  great  Impor- 
tance ;  and  nobody  can  wonder  at  the  Honours,  which 
are  paid  Him  by  all  Sorts  of  People. 

But  there  are  Screens  of  a  much  higher  Rank,  and 
calculated  for  nobler  Ends  than  the  Protection  of  Gal- 
lantry, or  the  common  Frailties  of  Flefh  and  Blood. 

It  cannot  be  expeftcd,  in  fuch  an  Age  as  This,  that 
Truth  and  Virtue  mould  be  the  ible  Motives  of  hu- 
man Actions ;  or  that  Men  will  not  endeavour  to  raifc 
their  Fortunes,  and  fupport  Them  I'd  ves  in  Grandeur 
by  fome  Methods,  which  are  not  ilriclly  agreeable  to 
Law  and  Juftice.  Thofc  of  a  Philoibphical  Turn  arc 
•  IK  to  brand  thefe  Things  with  the  odious  Name  of 

VOL.  XII.  P  Bribery, 
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Brttfrj.,  Corruption,  or  Venality;  and  to  call  aloud  for 
Puxijhtnent  and  Reformation;  but  Men  of  Bufmeis  know 
better,  and  forefee  the  Confequences  of  fuch  rigorous 
Proceeding?.  "  Some  publick  Corruptions  there  are, 
"  as  a  *  Court-Writer  oblerves,  of  that  Strength  and 
"  Prevalence,  that,  however  fhamerul  and  pernicious 
"  they  may  be,  they  muft  yet  be  iufrer'd  to  remain. 
*'  Such  frequently  is  the  Situation  of  Thing?,  and 
«'  fuch  the  Malignity  of  Men,  that  Mcafures  ftridly 
«'  virtuous  would  bring  preient  Ccnfufion  and  Ruin  ; 
"  and  where  an  Endeavour  to  reform  would  over- 
"  turn,  Reformation  is  a  Calamity.  Dfjfr.it  ej/e  Re- 
"  media  Lotus,  ubi  qu<f fucrar.t  vitia  meres  y«ff/.'*— 
From  hence  it  appears  that  Sfirfamlg  is  abfolutery  ne- 
ceffary,  when  publick  Corruptions  grozv  prcvahr.t  ;  and 
in  whom  can  this  great  Privilege  be  fo  properly  repo- 
fed  as  in  One,  who  hath  Power  to  exert  it  ?  A  Prime 
Minifter,  who  conduces  the  whole  Machine  of  Go 
vcrnment,  is  certainly  the  bed  Judge  who  are  fit  Ob- 
jefts  of  Favour  ;  and  if  a  Man,  who  huh  done  Him 
eminent  Service,  either  of  a  publick  or  pi  ivate  Nature, 
Ihould  happen  to  be  detefted  in  any  little  Irrc&ilari- 
/ies,  or  Breath  of  Truft ,  and  is  violently  purfued  with 
the  Cry  of  Juftice,  it  is  certainly  his  Interclr,  as  well 
as  his  Duty,  to  Hem"  the  Torrent  of  popular  Refent- 
ment ;  efpecially,  if  it  mould  be  his  own  Fate  to  lye 
under  general  Hatred  and  Sufpicion  ;  for  publick 
Enquiries  arc  Things  of  a  very  encroaching  Nature, 
and  when  once  let  on  Foot,  nobody  knows  how  far 
they  may4  go,  or  writ  re  they  will  end.  They  may 
begin,  pcrhap.%  v\ith  ibme  little  P( tiling  Bajinefs  tf 
thirty,  or  forty  tboujand  Pounds  ;  but  if  the  Promoters 
of  tiicm  are  lufFer'd  to  meet  with  any  Snccefs  in  their 
f.rft  Attempt*,  it  will  encourage  Them  to  go  or,  anil 
proceed  from  Step  to  Sttp,  till  the  moil  important 
Points  of  Government  are  diawn  into  Examination. 

It 

*  Sec  Qhdiui  and  Cicero,  p.  26. 
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It  therefore  behoves  all  Thofe,  \vho  defire  to  con- 
cc,u  the  AkJIeritt  of  State  from  vulgar  Eyes,  to  crufh 
iiichau  inquifuive  Spirit,  as  foon  as  it  appears,  or  to 
\vcn;y  it  out,  like  a  noublelbme  Gallant,  by  conti- 
nued "RebufL  and  Denial:-.  This  b  the  only  Way  to 
quell  Ojipo/itiw^iBd  render  a  Mit-Jjkr  ca!;.  in  the  Con- 
cuft  of  Affairs . 

Cut  thefe  general  Rules,  li*c  all  others,  will  admit 
of  ibme  Exception?,  v.hich  oiK'Ju  to  be  particularly 
Ruiv.ioii'd.  Though  1  have  contended  fo  Ibcnuoufly 
fji-  a  fa-anliig  Pt,u;r  to  be  lodged  in  Minyltrs,  I 
:  .  7e  it  exerted  only  upon  gieat  Occafions, 
v.iicrc  tl'.eir  cxvn  Interelt  is  im mediately  conccrn'd, 
or  the  Enquiry  naturally  tends  to  ionic  Diicoveries, 
v/hich  alftcl  their  general  Scheme  of- Management,  and 
bqs  engaged  in  it ;  for  if  iuch  a  ti&atsrial 
..ouid  be  proflitutcd  to  the  Service  of  every 
Litk  Uii'!^  Fc/kw,  uho  hath  juU  Cunniiig  euougli  to 
cl^at  one  of  the  Companies,  or  co  play  a  kr.aviili  Trick 
in  Extbange  Alhy,  it  \viil  fink  into  Cor.teir.pt,  and 
Gt.v.'.V,".Y/>  of  figure  will  be  afhamed  of  itsPioiedion. 
They  expedl  fome  Difcrimination  from  fuch  mean 
Rogues,  and  have  a  Right  to  be  fcrcend  according  to 
their  Quality.  Yet  fome  Minflers  have  been  fo  weak 
as  to  catch  at  every  Body,  who  Hood  in  need  of  their 
AiMance,  without  any' Regard  to  his  Birth,  or  Sta- 
tion;  and  have  endeavour'd  to  raile  up  a  Party,  like 
the  firit  Founders  of  Rsne,  by  opening  an  Af^lu:n 
for  Robbers  and  Outlaws  of  all  Kinds.  I  call  this 
weak ;  becaufe  it  hath  been  observed  that  thefe  all- 
fcreenlng  MinijJcrs  commonly  overfhoot  their  Mark  j 
and  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  Men,  who  have 
long  enjoy'd  the  Power  of  diverting  publick  Ju- 
flice  from  other?,  make  but  a  filly  Figure,  i.!,c.n  Ti,c\r 
come  to  >vant  a  Screen  The.  .  .  :0\v  very  \vt!l 

that  fucb  Men  have  many  Advantages   above  ordinary 
DeTiKjucnts,  and  are  able  to  druggie  very   hard    before 
They  fall.     As  foon  as  They  perceive  a  Storm  rifing, 
P  2  The/ 
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They  generally  throw  out  a  Tub,  to  divert  the  Whale, 
and  have  fometimes  fucceeded  in  it;  but  this  Strata- 
gem will  not  ferve  their  Purpofe  long ;  and,  for  my 
Pait,  I  never  faw  a  Minifter  making  Ufe  of  it,  with- 
out thinking  of  Sir  John  Falftaff,  who  endeavours  to 
hide  Himfelf  from  my  Lord  Cbiefjuftice^  by  thruft- 
ing  a  little  Page  before  Him.  Their  next  Recourfe  is 
TO  Corruption,  which  They  have  formerly  employ 'd  to 
fo  much  Advantage,  that  They  think  it  an  infallible 
Expedient,  and  have  fomecimes  had  the  Infolence  to  at- 
tempt even  Parliaments  themielves.  They  have  like- 
wise fome  Dependence  on  the  Support  of  a  Jlar.ding 
Army,  and  are  apt  to  flatter  Themfelves  that  the  Hopes 
of  Preferment,  or  the  Fear  of  Dilmitfion,  will  bind  Men 
of  the  Sword  fail  to  their  Ir.tcreft  ;  tfpecLlly  \\licn 
They  have  taught  Them,  by  lome  notable  Examples, 
what  is  the  Confequence  of  difobeying  Command. 
But  if  all  thefe  ftrong  Holds  fhould  happen  :o  fail,  They 
have  one  Reibrt  Hill  left,  by  skulking  behind  the  7brone% 
and  polling  their  Mafter  in  the  Front  of  the  Battle. 
No  Writers  have  treated  this  Proftitution  of  Majejiy 
with  more  Bitternefs  and  Alperity  than  the  Authors 
of  Catd's  Letters,  and  therefore  it  may  not  be  impro- 
per to  quote  a  Paflage  or  two  from  Them.  One  of 
tbefe  Gentlemen  having  expofcd  the  common  Notion  of 
Loyaify,  and  confined  it  to  tkc  Obfervation  of  our 
Laws,  proceeds  thus. 

•'  Be  fore  1  have  done,  I  would  take  Notice  of  ano- 
"  ther  Miftake  very  common,  concerning  Loyalty.  It 
44  is,  indeed,  a  Trick  more  than  a  Miltake  ;  I  mean  of 
44  Thofe,  who  would  aflert,  or  rather  create,  a  Sort 
**  of  Loyalty  to  Minijiers,  and  make  every  Thing, 
44  which  They  do  not  like,  an  Offence  againft  their 
««  Mafter. 

44  How  endlefs  are  the  Arts  and  Inftances  of  de- 
"  cciving  !  yet  the  Haled  Artifices  arc  Hill  new.  The 
44  above  is  a  Method,  which  bad  Minijien  have  ever 
"  taken,  but  which  good  ones  want  not.  Innocent  M- 

"  niften 
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"  niflcrs  will  never  proftitute  the  Name  and  Authority 
"  of  the  Prince,  to  proteft  their  own  Faults  and  Mif- 
"  takes ;  and  every  wife  and  indifferent  Man  will  be 
•*  for  preierving  Him  from  the  Imputation  of  the  Guilt 
"  and  Folly  of  his  Servants ;  who,  whenever  They 
'«  are  for  thrulring  in  their  Maflcr  between  Themfelves 
"  and  the  Cenfure,  or  Odium  of  their  own  Aftions, 
"  do  a:  once  acknowledge  that  their  osvn  Aclions 
"  are  evil,  and  that  They  would  barbaroufly  and  un- 
"  gratefully  make -a  SCREEN  of  their  Sovereign,  and 
"  fave  Themfelves  upon  his  Ruin,  or  Difgrace. 

"  What  can  be  more  vile,  what  more  difloyal  than 
*'  This  ?  Yet  who  were  louder  in  their  Prate  about 
"  Lcya'tf.  than  the  c«r?  jl iini. len  have  ever  been; 
"  even  'while  They  were  weakening  their  Majicr's 
"  Hands,  creating  Him  Enemies,  and  fetting  Him  at 
"  Variance  with  his  People  ?  This  is  fu  true,  that  it 
"  hath  been  fometimes  impofiible  to  love  the  Prince, 
"  without  abhorring  his  Servants,  and  to  ferve  Them, 
"  without  hurting,  or  abufmg  Him.  Yet  while  They 
"  were  very  loyally  undoing  Him,  it  was  forlboth  high 
"  Difloyalty  to  refift,  or  expole  Them. 

I  am  ready  to  agree  with  our  Author^  that  a  Prinfet 
who  falls  into  fuch  Hands,  is  in  a  very  511  Plight, 
and  ought  to  look  about  Him ;  but  who  can  wonder 
that  a  Mi/iifter,  univerfally  odious,  fliould  endeavour 
To  prove  his  Meafures  right,  bv  faddling  them  upon 
0?:f,  who  is  incapable  of  doirg  any  Wrong,  and  to  lave 
Himfelf  from  being  call'd  to  Acoutit,  by  charging  all 
the  bad  Items  to  his  Mafter,  whoie  Prerogative  it  is  to 
-,-iuntable  ? 

I  fha]l  conclude  with  obferving  that  dtls  of  Gr.i:r, 
in  molt  Reignp,  ha\-e  ixrcn  nothing  but  Cour;- 
for  if  We  examine  them  with  Attention,  it 
found  that  Minljten  have  generally  taken  Care  to  com- 
prehend  Thcmlelves  in  the  fuileft  Term0,  and  to  ex- 
cept Tho:'c,    who  have  given  Them  any  Dillurbance, 
.1  Distribution  of  'ir.dcmnitv  can 
P     \  be- 
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be  properly  called  an  Aft  of  Grace,  which  feems  to  in 
elude  fome  Benefit  to  the  People,  let  others  determine ; 
tut  I  ain  furc  nobody  can  deny  it  to  be  a  Screen. 

•A.  I  urn  S  1  Rt    &c. 
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F  all  the  Arguments  advanced  by  the 
Court-Writers,  in  Juftiricatien  of  their 
Patron,  none  is  more  ridiculous  than 
their  conftant  Cry  of  Jacobitifm  and  the 
Pretender.  All  their  Reafonings  are, 
indeed,  reduced  to  this  fingle  Point, 
ivhich  fecms  to  be  their  laft  Refort,  the  ne  pltii  ultra 
of  fchcir  Party.*  Do  We  complain  of  the  vaft  Bur- 
then of  our  Debts,  and  the  Multiplicity  of  Taxes  ? 
They  are  the  bed  Securities  of  thefreftat  Eft  ablijbment ; 
and  therefore  all  Attempts  to  diminifh  them  can  proceed 
from  nothing  but  a  Defign  to  undermine  it.*— Do 
We  plead  for  a  Reduction  of  the  Army,  in  Tiroes  of 
Peace  ?  Ye?,  in  order  to  render  the  Nation  defencelcfs, 

and  make  Way  for  an  Invafion  from  abroad  ? Do 

We  defire  a  Repeal  of  the  Rittt-dfl  and  the  Reiteration 
of  triennial  Parliaments  ?  It  is  plain  that  our  Intention 
is  to  encourage  Tumults  and  Insurrections  at  home. — 
Do  We  call  for  Accounts,  and  make  any  Enquiiies 
into  the  Con-iuft  of  Mini/Jen  at  home,  or  abroad  ? 
That  ii  to  diicover  the  Weaknefs  of  the  Nation,  and 
give  our  Enemies  an  Advantage  over  us.— —Do  We 
lament  thcfe  unnatural  Divifttm,  which  have  utaken- 
ed  the  Government  for  above  a  Century  part,  and  re- 
commend a  Coa/iticft  cf  Parties  ?  It  is  done  with  a 
View  of  uniting  them  all  agamfl  the  frtfdtf  Govern- 

mtnt. 
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meat. 


Do  We  claim  a  Right  to  keep  the  Preroga- 
* 


.  ga- 

tive within  due  Bounds  ?  *Tis  meant  as  a  perfonal  Af- 
front on  the  King.  --  Do  We  argue  upon  Revolution. 
Principles  in  general  ?  They  are  neceffary  to  pave  the 
Way  for  another  Revolution  --  In  mort,  all  Attempts 
to  preferve  the  Freedom  of  our  Conftitution,  and  relieve 
the  Nation  from  its  prefent  Incumbrances,  are  faid  to 
be  founded  in  Jaccbitifm,  and  however  reafonable  in 
themfelves,  yet  either  in  the  Manner  or  Time,  when 
they  are  made,  muft  be  calculated  with  a  Vie\v  of  ferv- 
ing  the  Pretender.  . 

I  may  venture  to  affirm  that  there  is  not  one  fenfible 
Man  in  England,  of  any  Party,  who  does  not  fecretly 
laugh  at  thefe  idle  Suggeilions,  however  it  may  be  his 
Intereft  to  put  on  a  grave  Countenance,  and  propagate 
them  in  Publick.  Moft  of  thofe  Gentlemen,  who°for- 
merly  pafs'd  under  the  Denomination  of  Jacobites,  have 
taken  many  Opportunities  to  purge  ThemfeJves  from 
that  Imputation  ;  and  a  thoufand  Incidents  have  fhewn 
that  the  Pretender  is  not  at  the  Bottom  of  our  popular 
Difcontents.  But  if  any  Jealoufies  and  Sufpicions  of 
this  Kind  remained,  I  think  they  are  intirely  removed 
by  the  late  Reception  of  the  Prince  of  Orange,  and  the 
Congratulations  of  all  Parties,  upon  his  Marriage  with 
the  Princefs  Royal  of  Great  Britain. 

The  Houie  dfNafou  is  generally  acknowledged  to  be 
one  of  the  oldeft  and  molt  confiderable  Families  in  Eu- 
rope. We  read  of  two  Brothers  in  *  Jultus  Co-jar's 
Time,  Cimberius  and  Nafua  by  Name,  who  came  at 
the  Head  of  the  Sxeri,  and  fettled  Themfelves  on  the 
Banks  of  the  Rhine.  I  fubmirit  to  the  I^rned,  w;  ether 
the  prefent  Houfe  of  Ntjau  does  not  defend  f,om 
this  tizjtt*.  The  near  Relemblance  of  Names,  and  a!- 
moft  Identity  of  Cuatrj,  fumirii  us  at  leaft  with  better 

Rea. 

*  Ctefar's  Comment.  Lib.  i.  Cap.\-j. 
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Reafons  for  fuch  a  Conjeclure,  than  are  to  be  found  in 
feveral  Genealogies  of  much  later  Date. 

But  whatever  may  have  been  the  original  Extraction 
of  this  il/nftrhus  Houje,  it  is  certain  that  They  have 
diftinguim'd  Themfelve?,  for  feveral  Generation?,  in  the 
Caufe  of  Liberty,  beyond  all  the  Princes  of  Ettrspe ; 
and  if  there  is  fuch  a  Thing  as  bcrfditan  firtuf,  it 
may  be  junly  alcribed  to  a  Fdtotfy,  which  hath  produced 
a  'long  Succeffion  of  Heroes, "  famous  for  being  the 
Scourges  of  Tyrants,  and  the  Deliverers  of  Nations. 

The  People  of  Great  Britain  are  particularly  obli- 
ged to  King  William  the  II Id,  of  immortal  Memory  ; 
who  redeemed  us  from  the  Ufurpations  of  arbitrary 
Power,  both  in  Church  and  State,  and  repair'd  the 
Breaches  made  by  King  James  in  our  Conflitution. 
We  therefore  o\vc  the  Prefervation  of  our  Liberties  to  the 
feafonable  Intcrpofuion  of  that  glorious  Prince',  and 
even  his  Majelty  him 'elf  owes  the  Inheritance  of  the 
Crown  to  the  fame  Hand,  in  Concurrence  with  the 
Voice  and  Suffrages  of  the  Pccp'g,  represented  in  Parli- 
ament. It  was  this  Prince,  who  exploded  the  ridicu- 
lous Notion  of  pajfive  Obedicr.ce,  by  a  praftical  In- 
ference, and  fettled  our  Government  on  the  Principles 
of  Refinance ;  That  is,  on  the  Right  of  the  People  to 
reftft,  when  their  Governors  break  thrbugh  the  Barriers 
of  Liberty,  and  endeavour  to  rule  by  Force,  or  Prcrs- 
galive,  inftead  of  Law. 

His  prefent,  ferene  Highness,  the  Prince  of  OR  A  KGE, 
hath  therefore  a  juft  Pretenfion  to  all  the  Honours, 
which  this  Nation  can  beitovv  upon  Him,  and  his  own 
perfonsl  Endowments  have  endear'd  Him  to  us.  His 
Age,  indeed,  and  the  late  Tranquility  of  Europe,  have 
not  yet  given  Him  any  Opportun  y  of  po\ingin  the 
Field  from  what  Stock  He  ipru; •;*  ;  but  hij  c.i;!v  good 
Sen fc  and  Strength  of  Judgment,  .is  \vc!l  a.«  h:;  c.in^ging 
Addrcfs  and  flowing  Afiability  ..re  i«  the  Mouth  of 
evcrv  Eo<ly,  \vho  hath  h.id  the  l'lc^:u;c  :D  !te,  or  the 
Honour  to  convcrfe  wi;h  Him,  All  Per.om  theiefore,  - 
•  .  who- 
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•who  wim  well  to  the  Proteftant  Sacceffion,  muft  be 
pleafed  to  fee  the  ek.it  Daughter  of  Great  Britain 
married  to  a  Prince,  of  fo  deferving  a  Family,  and 
who  hath  Himfelf  given  us  fuch  promifmg  Indications 
of  a  great  Genius.  There  are  but  two  Lives  between 
his  prefent  Majefty  and  the  Princefs  of  Orange ;  and 
though  We  fincerely  \vifh  that  thofe  Lives  may  not 
fail  without  I  flue,  the  Fate  of  Kingdoms  ought  to  be 
fecure  againft  all  Events ;  and,  confidering  the  Acci- 
dents of  human  Nature,  this  new  Allyance  with'  the 
Houfe  of  Nrfjfitu  may  prove  the  Means  of  perpetuating 
our  Liberties  to  the  lateit  Generations. 

Nothing  therefore  ought  to  give  the  true  Friends  of 
eur  ConJUtutica  greater  Satisfaction  than  the  Unanimity 
of  the  People,  upon  this  Occafion.  His  Higbnefs  was 
received  here  with  the  Acclamations  of  all  Parties,  and 
his  Popularity  luth  every  Day  increaed,  during  his 
Stay  amongft  us.  A  fudden  Illnefs,  foon  after  hia  Arri- 
val, made  it  advifeable  for  Him  to  take  a  Journey  to 
Bath,  which  had  not  only  the  defired  good  Effect  oa 
his  Health,  but  gave  Him  an  Opportunity  of  feeing  tl  e 
weftem  Parts  of  England,  where  He  met  with  the 
ftrongeft  Demonftrations  of  Efteem  and  Affcftion.  All 
Places  feern'd  to  vye  with  each  other,  in  paying  Him 
the  higheft  Marks  of  Honour.  In  his  Return  to  Lon- 
don, He  took  Oxford  in  his  Way,  and  was  received 
there  in  a  Manner  fui table  to  his  Dignity,  both  by  the 
City  and  the  Univerfit*;.  The  latter,  in  particular,  not 
on!y  paid  Him  the  uiual  Compliments,  but  unanimouf- 
ly  conferr'd  an  bonourary  Degree  upon  Him  i  and  all 
Accounts  from  thence  agree,  that  his  Manner  of  accept- 
ing it  was  univerfally  applauded,  and  gain'd  Him  the 
Hearts  of  that  learned  Body.  His  late  Marriage  with, 
the  Princefs  Royal  hath  been  attended  with  the  Congra- 
tulations of  all  Parties,  in  the  moll  affectionate  Termf. 
and  gives  a  general  Satisfaction  through  the  whole  King- 
.4.om.  1  mult  particularly  mention  that  dutiful  and  loy- 
*J  Addrefs,  which  the  City  of  London  prefented  to  his 

Majefty, 
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Majcfly,  upon  this  Occafion  ;  fince  it  contains  a  ftrong- 
er  Mark  of  Gratitude  to  the  Memory  of  King  //  tihavi^ 
as  well  as  Zeal  for  the  Prctfftant  Succej/icn,  than  block- 
ing up  their  Streets  wi:h  his  Si  .Hue;  a  Propo.al,  uhich 
it  \i  well  known  was  made  at  the  iecrct  Initigaticn  ot 
Men,  who  had  no  other  View  in  it  than  to  meet  u  uh  a 
Denial,  and  then  put  their  own  wild  Conllruftions  up- 
on it.  Nobody  therefore  can  wonder  that  tbcfe  M<n 
fhould  be  angry  with  the  Aidrefs,  and  endeavour  to 
prevent  its  Effeft,  where  it  ought  to  operate ;  becauie 
it  gives  the  Lye  to  their  own  vile  Reprcfeiuation  of  the 
City  of  Londcn,  and  fecms  to  make  fomc  Diitinclion 
between  Them  and  the  Ry,i/  Family. 

But  the  higheit  Inibnce  of  national  Regard,  which 
hath  been  paid  to  his  Higbnefs,  fince  his  Arrival,  is  the 
late  Act  of  Naturalization',  which  does  not  reft  in 
Words  and  outward  Profeflions  or.!y,  but  gives  Him  an 
aftual  Right  to  thofe  Privileges,  as  an  Englljbman,  which 
his  great  PredccefTor  fecured  to  us,  and  puts  it  in  his 
Majefly's  Power  to  confer  any  farther  Honours  upon 
Him.  This  Aft  was  fo  far  from  meeting  with  any  Op- 
pofition,  that  it  was  the  voluntary  Motion  of  thje  Get:- 
tlemen,  who  are  commonly  diflinguifh'd  by  die  Name 
of  the  Minority. 

I  mention  the(e  Particulars  as  ib  many  Proofs  that 
the  prefcnt  Oppofition  to  feme  Perfons  in  Power  does 
not  proceed  from  any  Defigns  againft  our  Conftitutloti ; 
and  that  the  Spirit  of  Jacobitijm  would  foon  be  cxtincl, 
if  it  was  not  lecretly  fomented  by  Tbofe,  who  cannot 
fupport  Themfelves  without  the  Continuance  of  our 
unhappy  Divifions  ;  for  1  muft  repeat  and  infift  upon  it 
that  the  Nation  hath  (hewn  a  general  Inclination,  to 
unite  on  the  Principles  of  the  Conftituticn ;  and  it  feems 
inconfiftent  with  all  Rules  of  Policy  to  check  fuch  a 
Difpofuion  ;  but  Hifbry  inftrufts  us  that  when  a  Mini- 
fer  hath  rendcr'd  Himlelf  univerlally  odious  and  defpe- 
raie,  He  will  naturally  fly  for  Refuge  to  a  Cabal, 
and  endeavour  to  divert  the  publick  Refeiument  from. 

Him- 
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Himfeif,  by  reviving  the  Ammoiities  of  Parties,  how- 
ever they  may  sfFctft  the  King  and  hi.s  F.uai/f.  "  My 
Lord  Clarendon  obferves  'luc  the  Eail  of  Strafford  held 
the  Senj'e  of  the  People  m  the  utmoit  Contempt,  and  no 
Doubt  he  majc  ic  his  Biifihefs  to  iaftill  the  fame  bad 
Opinion  of  Them  'inro  his  f1,' after.  I  am  very  far 
from  intending  any  Paiallel  between  the  two  Reigns,  or 
fuggcfting  any  'Conference*  of  the  fame  Kind.  I 
mention  it  only  as  an  In'h"cc  to  fhe\v  what  Hazards  a 
Prince  may  run,  bv  adhering  to  his  Minifters  againft 
the  general  Voice  of  the  Nation.  D. 
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>OTHINGhath  occafioned  more  Com- 
plaints in  all  Ages  than  the  Abtife  of 
Words,  and  the  wrong  Ideas  annex'd 
to  them  ;  nor  did  any  Word  ever  fuffer 
more  grofly,  in  this  Refpeft,  than  the 
Term  CONSTITUTION  ;  eipecially, 
when  apply'd  to  the  particular  Form  of  our  Govern- 
ment. V/e  have  often  icen  it  debafed  to  the  Service  of 
Ccurls,  and  pleaded  in  Defence  of  modern  Laics,  which 
the  beft  Judges  of  our  aiitient  Con/litution  have  always 
thought  repugnant  to  it.  Thus  the  raodeft  Mr.  Wal- 
fingham  b  plcaicd  to  call  a  Defence  of  the  Jeptennial 
Law,  which  w.is  enifted  but  a  few  Years  ago,  as  an 
Expedient  in  Time  of  Danger,  an  Argument  againfl 
the  Alteration  cf  cur  Conjiitution  ;  and  an  Endeavour 
to  reltore  the  antient  Cuftom  of  annual,  or  triennial 
Parliaments,  hath  been  reprefcnted,  by  the  jaine  Au- 
t'-^r,  as  a  Defan  ayai-nfl  our  Conftitution.  At  this 
Rate,  Exifcs,  Rtft-Jfft,'ft*rttitgAfmifr,  vtAVotestf 

Cre- 


180      Tbe  C  R'A  F  T  s  M  A  N.     N°  405. 

Credit,  may  in  Time  be  call'd  the  Fundamentals  of  our 
Government,  and  whoever  attempts  to  relieve  the  Na- 
tion from  them,  will  be  treated  as  an  Enemy  to  our 
Cottjiitution.  Nay ,  I  will  undertake  to  prove,  by  the 
fame  Method  of  Reafoning,  that  the  Star  Chamber,  the 
High  CommiJJion  Court,  and  the  Court  of  Wards,  or 
any  other  legal  Incroachments  on  the  Liberties  of  the 
People,  became  ejential  Parti  of  our  Gwernmint,  and 
that  the  Abolition  of  them  was  a  Breach  of  our  Con- 
ftitution  ',  for,  according  to  this  Senfe  of  the  Word, 
every  Thing  may  be  term'd  our  Ccnftitutien,  which  is 
once  conftituted  by  Law,  as  every  Thing  is  an  Alteration 
of  it,  which  repeals,  explains,  or  amends  any  particu- 
lar Law, 

But  This  is  fuch  an  odd,  wild  Way  of  arguing,  as 
no  Man  of  common  Senfe,  or  Modefty,  will  pretend 
to  vindicate.  By  Conftitution,  in  a  political  Senfe,  We 
always  mean  fomething  fixt  and  permanent ;  founded 
on  Principles,  immutable  in  themfelves  ;  and  from 
which  no  Laws,  made  to  ferve  any  particular  Occau- 
ons,  ought  to  derogate.  But  according  to  the  Reafon- 
ing of  Mr.  Walfingbam,  and  fome  of  his  Brcther- 
Scribblen,  our  Conftitution  is  nothing  but  a  loofe,  fluc- 
tuating Jumble  of  Atoms,  which  varies  every  Year,  ac- 
cording to  the  Views  of  a  Jhjinifter,  or  the  Humour  of 
any  Party,  that  happens  to  be  uppermoft. 

The  profound  Mrs.  Oiborne  feems  to  be  aware  of 
this  Abfwdity,  and  therefore  takes  another  Method  of 
ierving  the  fame  Caufe  j  for  inftead  of  endeavouring  to 
prove  any  of  our  late  Meafnres  to  be  confident  with  our 
tntient  Cottftitution,  She  makes  no  Scruple  to  afiert,  that 
the  modern  Conftiiution  /'/  infinitely  better  than  tbe  an- 
tient  Conftitution  ;  and  that  new  England,  or  England 
Jiafe  tbe  Revolution,  »s  vajtfy  preferable  to  old  England, 
take  it  in  any  Point  of  Time,  from  tbe  Saxons  dawn  to 

that  gkrioui  Period. ,Thcfe  are   her  Lady/hip's 

Words  ;  and  after  lome  pompous  Encomiums  on  her 
fcperior  Knowledge  in  the  Hiftory,  Law,  and  the  Con- 

Itiw- 
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tfhution  of  this  Kingdom,  She  proceeds  in  the  follow- 
ing, didaclick  Style. 

"  Theantient  Monarchy  of  England  was  fettled  up- 

"  on  an  Overballance  of  Lands,  velted  in  the  King,  the 

•'  Nobility,  and  the  Church.     The  Noblemen  held  their 

«'  Lands'  (and  fo  did  the  Churchmen  too,  after  the  Nor- 

"  man  Conqueft)  upon  Condition  that  They  fhould  affift 

"  the  King,  on  all  his  Occafions,   with  certain  Quota's 

"  of  Men,  well-arm'd  and  paid  ;  and  then  thefe  Nc- 

"  blemen  let  out  their  Lands  to  their  Tenants,  on  Condi- 

"  tion  They  mould  always  be  ready  to  follow  their  re- 

*'  fpeftive  Lords  to  the  War,  as  often  as  the  King  had 

any  Occafion  for  their  Service  ;  fo    that  very  ftnal/, 

or  no  Rents  were  demanded  by   the  Lord  from    his 

Tenants,  becaufe  He  had  contracted  for  their  perfcnal 

Service Thui,  according  to  our  ant  tent  Conjlitu- 

ti'jn ,  the  People  ef  England  were  abfolute  Slaves  to 
the  King,  the  Barons,  or  the  Church ;  They  were 
Slaves  by  Law  tjtabliftfd  ,  They  knew  no  Liberty  ; 
They  knew  no  Property ;  no  not  fo  much  as  in  their 
Perfons,  which  were  not  their  own,  but  their  feveretl 
Lords. 

I  have  quoted  thefe  PaiTages  at  large,  that  our  learned 
Mother  may  not  complain  of  any  Milrepreientation  ; 
and  yet  fcarce  a  Line  happens  to  be  true,  either  in 
Point  of  Law,  or  Hiitory. 

In  the  firrt  Place,  it  is  abfolutely  falfe  that  "  the 
"  anii f fit  Monarchy  of  England  was  fettled  upon  an 
*'  Overballance  of  Lands,  veiled  in  the  King,  the  Ne- 

"  tilth,  and    the  Church." The  Footfteps  of  our 

criminal  Briiijh  Ccnfiitution  are  fo  very  obfcare,  that  We 
cannot  (peak  with  any  Degree  of  Certainty  about  it  ; 
tho"  Dion  Caffius  oblcfves  that  our  Anceflors,  in  the  Time 
f/'S.vcni*,  held  a  great  Pan  of  the  Gx-cn:n:ent  In  tb<:r 
own  ILinds.  But  it  is  well  known  to  every  Man,  of 
common  Reading,  that  our  Stixa:  Conftitutitin  was 
founded,  like  all  other  Gotkitk  Gjfcrnrnentf,  upon  an 
equal  Distribution  of  PJ.T.T  and  Property  ;  for  1  mult 
VOL.  XII.  Q,  beg 
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beg  Leave  to  inform  this  great  Adept  that  the  northern 
Armifi,  which  over-run  thefe  Parts  of  the  World,  did 
not  confift  of  mercenary  Troops,  like  our  modern  Armies, 
•who  fight  only  for  Pay  »  but  were  voluntary  Societies, 
•who  left  their  native  Country,  in  Quell  of  a' better  Ha- 
bitation, and  agreed  to  divide  the  conquer' d  Lands  a- 
niongft  Themfelves.  When  They  were  fettled,  accord- 
ing to  their  Liking,  They  form'd  a  Government  upon 
the  lame  Model ;  That  is,  their  Leader,  or  General, 
was  appointed  the  chief  Magiftr  ate,  though  with  much 
lefs  Power  than  our  modern  Kings ;  the  other  great  Men, 
or  Officer!  of  the  Army,  held  the  next  Rank  in  the 
Commonwealth,  like  our  Lords  ;  and  the  Body  of  the 
People,  who  fbllow'd  Them,  had  a  third  Share  in  the 
Government.  Thefe  three  Orders  compofed  what  is 
now  called  the  Legijlature  ;  and  though  the  executive 
Power  was  lodged  in  one  Man,  for  the  neceflary  Dif- 
patch  of  Bufinefs,  He  was  reftrain'd  in  the  Kxercile  of 
it  by  certain  Laws  and  Inftitutionst  made  by  common 
Confent,  for  the  Prefervation  of  their  Liberties,  Lives, 

and  Eftates. — This  is  what  We  mean  by  our  an- 

tient  Confutation ;  and  though  it  hath  been  often  inter- 
rupted, or  deprefs'd,  by  Conqueft,  Usurpation,  and 
arbitrary  Power,  the  Stamina  of  it  have  been  flill  pre- 
ferred, and  tranfmitted  down  to  us  thro'  all  Ages  and 
Changes  of  Government. 

Mr?.  Osbornc  is  guilty  of  another  fundamental  Er- 
ror, when  She  makes  Ufc  of  the  Barons,  Lords,  and 
Nobles,  as  fynonimous  Terms;  for  the  antient  Barons 
were  very  far  from  being  the  fame  with  our  prejent  No- 
ii!Jf\,  or  Peer*  of  the  Realm.  Many  of  Them  were 
Commoners  only,  like  the  prcfcnt  Lords  of  Manors,  who 
are  ftyled  Barons  in  our  Law  Books,  as  their  Courts  are 
tcrm'd  Courts  Baron  ;  and  the  Reprefcmativcs  of  our 
Cinque  Ports  Hill  retain  the  lame  Name. 

The  Removal  of  this  Miilake  will  fet  Mrs.  Osb-:rne 
w?ht  as  to  another  Point,  upon  which  She  infills  with 
great  Confidence  ;  viz.  that  the  People  hiew  no  Pro- 

ff'ty, 
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/>tv/y,  un.it'r  our  antient  Confutation,  but  teb.it  'They 
held  //v/w  the  BARONS,  or  the  CHURCH  ;  and  that 
none  of  Them  held  any  Lan.i  immediately  from  the 
CROWN  ;  for  it  appears  that  great  Numbers  of  the 
antient  Barons  were  only  Comtr.oners  thcmfclves,  or 
what  we  call  Gentlemen  of  large  Eftatcs.  This  Af- 
fertion  i?,  indeed,  a  mcer  oil  Wa?-iai?&  Dream;  and 
Dotage  is  the  bed  Apology  for  Her.  It  might  be  eafi- 
ly  p;oved  that  Multitudes  of  the  common  People  held 
Lands  in  C<:p':te,  as  well  as  the  Barons,  and  the  Church  ; 
nay,  that  the  Commons  of  England,  in  their  collective 
Capacity,  always  had  a  larger  Share  of  Land  than  the 

he  L'jfds,  or  the  ChurcL  ;  and  perhaps,  I  migh'fi 

:;>  add,  than  all  of  Them  put  together  ;  for  it 

:.&.  from  DoowjJay  Book,  that   the 

Time,  had  nor  above  a  te?:tb  Part  of 

I  of  Exgl.wJ,  including  For  efts,  &f.  and  We 
uir.y  co.iclude  that  his  Profit  of  this  tenth  Part  u MS  not 
above  a  Third,  or  a  Fourth,  of  what  the  People  mad.; 
of  their  Eitates. 

Bat  fuppofing  Mrs.  O'hrnis  Aflertion  to  be  true, 
how  does  it  follow  thai  the  antient  Monarchy  of  Eng- 
land was  fettled  upon  tin  Ovcrballance  of  Lands,  becauic 
the  ffo&i&ty  and  the  Church  were  in  veiled  with  large 
Eitates  ?  The  Reverie  is  certainly  true  ;  for  the  Land, 
poflbis'd  by  the  Barons  and  the  Church,  was  generally  » 
Barrier  of  Defence  againft  the  Power,  of  the  Crown  i 
and  the  People,  when  They  united  either  with  the 
Kit:?,  or  the  Lords,  were  always  fuperior  to  that 

againil  which  They  united. 

What  our  Authorefs  fays  about  the  antient  Tenures  is 
likewile  either  falfe,  or  nothing  to  the  Purpoie.     Jt  is 
certain  that  Tenures  of  all  Kinds  imply   fome   Degree 
of  Dependency  ;    and  yet  many  of  Thele  arc  Q 
nued,    under  our  prefent,  glorious  Sunihine  of  Liberty. 
As  to  the  antient  Tenures,   i  \ 
one,  which   required   military  Service,  and  T: 
in  Time  rfWar,  for  the  publick  Defence  of  the  Realm, 
Q^z  not 
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not  for  a  Guard  of  the  King's  Perfon,  or  to  make  a 
vain  Shew  about  Court.  Befides,  only  fome  of  the 
Lands  were  fubjecl  to  this  Tenure  ;  and  the  Owner  of 
the  Land,  though  never  to  mean,  was  not  bound  to  at- 
tend the  King,  in  his  ew n  Perfon  ;  for  fo  long  ago  as  the 
7th  of  Edward the  3d,  it  was  adjudged  that  the  Land- 
bvldfr  might  perform  this  Service,  by  fending  any  other 
Man  to  the  War,  as  We  do  in  the  Militia  at  prefent. 
Nay,  Htilory  informs  us  that,  even  in  the  'I  ime  of 
William  the  Conqueror,  there  was  generally  no  perfonal 
Attendance,  but  only  a  Payment  made  in  Lieu  of  it ; 
vvhich  mult  certainly  have  been  very  moderate,  becaufe 
the  Tenants  would  have  othei  wile  cho.en  to  perform  the 
perfonal  Duly. 1  believe  it  would  be  no  hard  Mat- 
ter to  prove  that  the  pecuniary  Payment,  upon  thefe  Oc- 
4-  afions,  did  not  amount  to  a  Tythe  of  our  prefect  Land- 
Tax,  bdldes  all  thofe  other,  numerous  Duties,  which 
We  have  the  Blefling  to  feel,  under  our  modern,  minifte- 
rial  Conftitution. 

At  la  It,  the  old  Lady  goes  fo  far  as  to  ailed ge- 
ve"ry  roundly,  "  that  our  Anceftors  never  had  an- 
"  nttal  Parliaments ;  and  that  the  Parliaments  of  thole 
"  Days  were  neither  cbofen  by  the  People,  nor  com- 
«'  fojedofthe  People" — To  fupport  this  extraordinary 
Pofition,  She  quotes  the  following  Article  of  Magna 
Cbarta ;  not  very  exactly  indeed  ;  and  thefore  I  will 
take  it  verbatim  from  the  State-Trafis,  to  which  She 
refers  us. 

"  We  will  moreover  and  grant,  that  all  other  Cities 
••  and  Boroughs,  and  Towns,  and  Ports,  have  in  all  Re- 
•'  fpefta  their  Liberties  and  free  Curtoms.  And  as  for 
*'  coming  to  the  Common  Council  of  the  Kingdom,  and 
44  for  affeffing  Aids  (excepting  in  the  *  three  Cafes 
*'  aforefaid)  and  as  for  affeffing  of  Efcuage,  We  will 

"  caule 


Viz.  the  King's  Ranfom,  making  his  eldfft  Stn  a 
,  and  marrying  bis  tldcft  Daughter  ovct. 
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caufe  to  be  fummoned  the  slrcb-Bijhops,  Abbots* 
Earts,  and  greater  Barons,  each  in  particular  by  our 
Letters;  and  moreover  We  will  caufe  to  be  fum- 
moned in  general,  by  our  Sheriffs  and  BaylifFs,  all 
that  bold  of  us  in  chief 'at  a  certain  Day  ;  to  wit,  forty 
Days  after  at  leaft,  and  at  a  certain  Place;  and  in  our 
faid  Letters  We  will  exprefs  the  CAUSE  of  the  Sum- 
mons. 

Mrs.  Osborne  obferves  that  this  Quotation  puts  what 
She  bath  affirmed  out  of  all  Doubt ;  but  I  muft  take  the 
Liberty  to  aflert  the  contrary  ;  viz.  that  the  Right  of 
the  People  to  fend  Deputies  to  Parliament'^  fully  declared 
and  confirm'd  by  tbis  Article ;  for  here  is  an  exprcfs 
Diftinftion  made  between  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Tem- 
poral, whom  the  King  fummon'd  in  particular,  .by  his 
own  Letters  ;  and  the  common  Land-bolder  s,  whom  He 
caufed  to  be  fummon'd  in  genera/,  by  his  Sheriffs  and 
JBu-y/t/s  ;  That  is,  as  our  Law-Books  explain  it,  to  ap- 
pear by  Delegation. 

It  is  obiervable  from  the  Manner  of  wording  tbis 
Claufe,  that  the  Royal  Grant,  or  Covenant,  of  fending 
fucb  Summons,  was  a  Covenant  of  Right,  notoFGrrf^v; 
and  that  all  Cities,  Boroughs,  Tvwns,  and  Ports  were 
to  fend  their  Rtprejentatives,  as  well  as  the  Icjfer  Ba- 
rons, or  Knights.  The  Reafon  is,  that  a  T inure  in  Ca- 
pite  being  what  gave  Right  to  a  Seat  in  Parliament,  and 
the  Body  politick  of  a  Borough  balding  by  thai  Tenure, 
They  muft  have  a  Right  to  fit,  as  well  as  the  lefftr  Ba- 
roK!,  and  like  them  muft  exercife  that  Right  by  DepK- 
t  at  ion. 

Thus  it  appears  from  the  Article  of  Magna  Charts., 
tint  the  Corumofii  of  England  WCK  formerly  fummon'd 
to  Parliament  in  the  fame  Manner  as  They  are  now; 
and  chit  the  Writs  of  Summons  were  returnable  fvffy 
D:<y  .iftir  the  Tejle,  as  they  are  at  prefcnt.  The  only 
Difference  is  that  the  Ref>rcfentathcs  of  the  People,  at 
riut  Time,  were  not  clioien  for  fo  long  a  Term  as  They 
arc  in  thefc  Days,  and  that  They  always  came  up 

with 
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wkh  Inftruflions  from  their  Principals  ;  for  what  other 
Interpretation  can  be  put  on  that  Part  of  the  Article, 
where  the  King  covenants  to  exprefi  the  CAUSE  of  tfc 
Summon;  ? 

But  the  true  Meaning  of  this  Article  is  beft  explain'd 
by  the  fubfequent  Practice  ;  and  though  King  John's 
Reigi),  which  was  a  continued  Scene  of  Violence  and 
Confufion,  does  not  furnilh  us  with  any  Inftances  of  a 
regular  Election,  the  very  next  Reign  does  j  for  "\  Ra- 
vin obferves  that  a  Parliament  being  fummon'd,  in  the 
-Year  1265,  each  County  was  ordered  to  fend  two  Knights, 
and  each  City  and  Borough  two  BurgefTes,  as  their  Re- 
frefentatk'es  ;  upon  which  the  Translator  makes  the  fol- 
lowing Remark,  in  a  marginal  Reference. 

"  Thefe  Writs  of  Summons  to  the  SkeriJ"s  of  the 
Counties,  to  return  the  Knights  of  the  Shires  and  Bur- 
gejfes,  are  the/r/?  Writs  of  this  Kind,  that  are  now  ex- 
tant on  the  Rolls  ;  which  made  Dr.  Brady  infer  that 
they  were  the  firlt,  that  were  ever  iflued  }  and  that 
this  Parliament  of  Henry  the  3d  was  the  firft,  to 
**  which  Knights  of  the  Shires  and  Burgeffes  were  fum- 
••  mon'd.  But  how  truly,  fee  the  Works  of  Mr.  Pititt 
•'  Mr.Tyrrel,  and  Mr.  flWf, 

Now  Yuppofing  that  We  could  not  trace  our  Right  of 
fending  up  Deputies  to  Parliament  any  higher  than  this 
JErat  which  is  almolt  500  Years  ago,  I  think  it  may 
be  fairly  enough  call'd  our  antient  Confutation  ;  at  leaft, 
more  16  than  Exifes,  Riot  Afts,  and  feptennial  Par- 
liaments. 

Mrs.  OJbcrne^  Cavil,  that  We  had  no  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons diftir.cl  from  the  Lords,  neither  in  the  Saxon 
Times,  nor  far  a  long  Time  after  the  Ccnqueft,  defervcs  no 
Anhvcr  ;  for  if  it  can  be  proved  that  the  People  of  Eng- 
land bad  a  Share  in  the  Legijlature,  either  /rr/off  ally,  or 
by  Delegation,  it  is  of  no  great  Confequence  whether 

They 
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They  fate  in  the  fame  Houfe  with  the  Lords,  or  in  a 
dijlinft  Houfe  by  TJjemfelves,  as  They  do  at  prefent. 

But  Hill,  fays  Mother  Mitmpfimus,  This  does  not 
prove  our  Right  to  EleSiom ;  and  She  calls  upon  us  to 
Jhew  Her  We  LAW  for  ANNUAL,  NEW  PARLIA- 
MENTS cbcfen  by  the  People.  Let  us  know,  fays  She, 
when  it  was  MADE,  and  when  REPEAL' D.  To  which 
I  reply,  that  We  might  as  well  call  upon  Her  to  fhew 
us  the  LAW,  for  what  is  term'd  PREROGATIVE,  and 
to  let  us  know  when  it  was  made.  She  would,  perhap?, 
be  inftrufled  to  anfwer  that  the  Prerogative  is  founded 
on  common  Law,  or  antient  Cuftom ;  and  fo  I  fay  of 
our  Right  to  frequent  Elefiions,  which  was  derived  to 
us  from  our  old  Saxon  Conftituiion ;  and  if  Mrs.  Of- 
berne  will  confult  fome  of  her  Friends  in  the  Temple, 
They  will  inform  Her  that  great  Part  of  the  Saxon 

Law  is  incorporated  into  our  common  Law. What  a 

ftrange  old  Wretch  is  Thi.s  to  write  in  fo  magifterial 
a  Manner  about  our  Conjiitution,  without  knowing  the 
firll  Rudiments  of  it  ? 

She  is  farther  pleafed  to  aflert  that  the  Statute  of  Ed- 
ward the  Hid.  (which  exprefly  requires  that  Parlia- 
ments /ball  be  held  once  a  Year,  if  Need  be)  was  only 
an  Aft  for  frequent  Seffions,  and  not  for  frequent,  new 
Parliaments.  But  I  will  defy  Her  to  prove  This  ;  or 
that  any  one  Parliament  fate  two  Tears,  without  a  new 
Eleftion,  from  the  4th  of  Edward  the  Hid.  to  the  22d 
of  Henry  the  Vlllih,  when  the  modern  Practice  of 
Prorogations  was  firtt  introduced. 

If  I  find  that  Dame  Odorne  hath  a  ftrong  Inclination 
to  moot  this  Point  any  farther,  I  (hall  be  ready  to  en- 
gage Her,  as  foon  as  the  Eleftions  are  over;  bur,  at 
prefent,  muit  beg  Leave  to  poftpone  all  fuch  Speculati- 
ons to  fome  neceffary  Remarks  on  the  practical  Part  of 
our  Cotftitut'iQn. 

In  the  mean  Time,  I  fhall  ccnclude  with  a  fliort 
State  of  the  Cafe  between  our  antient  and  modern  Confti- 
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tution,  in  Imitation  of  my  Antagonijl,  and  leave  the 
World  to  determine  who  hath  done  it  beft. 

Under  our  antlent  Conftitution,  the  People  were  out 
of  Debt,  and  but  moderately  tax*d.  Under  our  mo- 
dern Conftitution  We  are  loaded  with  Jiffy  MiMons,  as 
well  as  very  high  Duties  on  moft  of  the  NeceiTaries  of 
Life.  Under  our  antient  Conftitution,  the  People  were 
try'd  only  by  a  Jury.  Under  our  modern  Conftitution, 
in  all  Cafes  of  Excife,  and  in  many  other  Refpe&s, 
They  are  convicted  by  arbitrary  Commiffioners  and  Jud- 
ges, without  any  Jury  whatioever.  Under  our  anti- 
ent Conftitution,  every  Man's  Houle  was  his  Caftle,  and 
neither  a  Lord,  nor  the  King  himfelf  Could  enter  it, 
without  the  Mafter's  Leave.  Under  the  modern  Confti- 
tution*  every  petty  Excifeman  hath  Power  to  enter, 
rummage  and  fearch  Houfes  at  his  own  Will  and  Plea- 
fure,  by  Night  as  well  as  by  Day.  By  our  antient  Con- 
ftitution, the  King  had  no  Guards,  norftanding  Armies, 
befides  the  Hearts  of  his  Subjects.  Under  our  modern 
Conftitution,  We  have  a  numerous  Army  at  borne,  and 
have  paid  for  another  abroad,  in  Time  of  profound 
Peace.  By  our  antient  Ccnftitution,  the  People  had  an 
Election  of  Reprefentativts  every  Tear.  By  the  modern 
Conftitution  only  once  infeven  Tears.  Under  our  anti- 
ent Conftitution,  the  Representatives  of  the  People  re- 
ceived Wages  from  Tbofe,  who  chofe  Them,  and  from 
Them  only ;  which  made  Them  regard  the  Intereft  of 
their  Eleftors,  and  act  according  to  their  Inftrutiions. 
What  hath  been  the  Practice,  under  our  modern,  mini- 
fierial  Conftitution,  the  Records  of  Parliaments  demon- 
Itrate.  By  the  antient  Conftitution,  the  King  and  the 
People,  when  joined,  were  more  powerful  than  the 
Lords  ;  and  the  King  and  the  Lords,  when  united,  were 
more  powerful  than  the  Commons ;  and  the  Lords  and 
the  Commons  united  were  more  powerful  than  the  King ; 
fo  that  the  Ballance  of  Power  was  kept  in  a  due  Equili- 
brium by  thefe  various  Checks.  But  under  the  tnsdetn 
Conftituticn,  I  leave  it  to  be  confidered,  whether  a  wick- 
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tii  Minijter,  who  hach  a  Handing  Army  of  Officers  and 
Petitioners  at  his  Devotion,  (if  we  fliould  be  ever  cursed 
with  luch  a  Complication  of  Evils)  may  not  eafily  in- 
vade the  Rights  of  the  King,  as  well  as  the  Freedom  of 
both  Houfei  of  Parliament ;  and,  in  the  Room  of  our 
antioit  Conftitution,  fet  up  a  minifterial  Power,  and 
ulurp  the  Government  of  the  whole  Kingdom. 

D.  R. 


N°4o5.       SATURDAY,  April  13,    1734. 

To  CALEB    D' A  N  v  E  R  s,    Efp 
SIR, 

iS  the  prefent  Parliament  is  now  drawing 
very  rear  its  Diflblution,  and  the  Pre- 
lervation  of  our  Liberties  depends  in- 
tirely  on  the  proper  Choice  of  a  new 
one,  it  is  my  Duty  to  addrefs  the  Electors 
Britain,  on  fo  important  an  Occafion.  I 
fhall  therefore  begin  with  an  Abftraft  of  the  late  Ad 
of  Parliament,  for  the  more  effectual  preventing  BRIBE- 
RY and  CORRUPTION,  with  a  few  fhort,  explanato- 
ry Comments  upon  it. 

It  is  fet  forth,  in  the  Preamble,  *  "  that  the  Laws 
"  already  in  Being  have  been  found  by  Experience  not 
•'  to  be  fufficient  to  prevent  corrupt,  and  illegal  Pratt i- 
"  (es  in  the  Eleftion  of  Members  to  ferve  in  Parlia- 
"  went;  for  the  Remedy  therefore  of  ib  great  an  Evil, 

"  and 
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"  and  to  the  Knd  that  all  Elections  of  Members  to  Par- 
"  liamenr  may  hereafter  befree/y  and  indifferently  made, 
"  without  Charge  or  Expence,  it  is  enafted,  that  after 
"  the  24th  of  June  1729,  upon  every  Election  of 
"  Members  to  ferve  for  the  Commons  in  Parliament, 
"  every  Freeholder,  Citizen,  Freeman,  Burgefs,  or 
"  Perfon,  having  a  Right  to  vote,  or  be  polled  at  fuch 
"  Election,  mail,  before  He  is  admitted  to  poll,  take 
"  the  following  Oath,  (or  being  a  Quaker,  the  folemn 
"  Affirmation)  if  demanded  by  either  of  the  Candi- 
"  dates,  or  any  two  of  the  EZeflors,  viz. 

"  7.  A.  B.  do  fwear  (cr  being  one  of  the  People  calTd 
"  Quakers,  /.  A.  B.  do  folemnly  affirm)  I  have  not 
**  received,  or  had  by  Myfelf,  or  any  other  Perfon  tvbat- 
"  foever  in  Yruft  for  Me,  or  for  my  Ufe  and  Benefit,  d*.- 
"  rctJly  or  indireftly,  any  Sum  or  Sums  of  Money 
"  Office,  Phce,  or  Employment,  Gift,  or  Rewa'd, 
"  or  any  Promlfe  or  Security  for  any  Money,  Office, 
*'  Employment,  or  Gift,  in  trder  to  give  my  Vote  at 
"  this  Eleftitn,  and  that  I  have  not  been  polled  at  this 
"  'Eleflion. 

"  Which  Oath,  or  Affirmation,  the  Officer  prefid- 
"  ing,  or  taking  the  Poll,  is  to  adminifter  gratis,  if 
*  demanded,  on  Pain  of  cp  /.  to  be  recovcr'd  \vith 
"  full  Cofls,  by  Aaion  of  Debt,  fcfr.  at  Wejiminfttr  ; 
"  and  if  the  Offence  be  committed  in  Scotland,  then 
"  to  be  recover'd  by  fummary  Aclion,  or  Complaint, 
"  before  the  Court  of  SeJJion,  or  by  Prolecution  before 
"  the  Court  of  Judiciary  there;  and  none  fhall  be  ad- 
"  mitted  to  poll,  till  He  hath  taken  th'e  faid  Oath,  if 
"  demanded,  before  the  returning  Officer,  or  others 
"  deputed  by  Him. 

"  The  Sheriff",  or  other  returning  Officer,  admitting 
"  any  to  be  polled,  without  taking  the  Oath,  or  Affir- 
"  mation,  if  demanded,  fhall  incur  the  like  Penalty. 

Thefe  Provisions  are  fo  clear  and  Itrong  againtt  the 
Eleftors,  as  well  as  the '.returning  Officers,  that  thej£_  re- 
quire no  Explanation.  It  is  farther  required  by  the 

Acl, 
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Aci,  "  that  every  Sheriff  and  returning  Officer,  fhall, 
"  immediately  after  reading  the  Writ,  take  the  fbllow- 
' '  ing  Oath,  viz. 

"  I  A.  B.  dofolemnly  fwear  that  I  have  not,  dire  ft  fy 
tl  nor  indirectly,  received  any  Sum  or  Sums  of  Money, 
"  Office,  Place,  or  Employment,  Gratuity,  or  Re- 
"  ward,  or  any  Bond,  Bill,  or  Note,  or  any  Promife, 
"  or  Gratuity  whatloever,  either  by  Myjelf,  or  any 
"  other  Perfon  to  my  Uje,  or  Benefit,  or  Advantage,  for 
"  mating  any  Return,  at  the  prejent  Eleftion  of  Mem- 
"  hers  to  ferve  in  Parliament ;  and  that  I  will  return 
"  fuch  Perfon,  or  Ptrfons,  as  Jhall,  to  the  beft  of  my 
"  Judgment,  appear  to  Me  to  have  the  MAJORITY  OF 
"  LEGAL  VOTES. 

"  Such  Votes  mall  be  deem'd  legal,  which  have 
*'  been  fo  declared  by  the  loft  Determination  of  the 
"  Houfe  of  Commons. 

"  lif  any  returning  Officer,  Eleftor,  or  Perfon  taking 
"  the  Oath,  or  Affirmation,  mail  be  guilty  of  wilful 
"  Perjury,  or  falfe- Affirming,  and  be  thereof  corrvifted 
"  by  due  Courie  of  Law,  He  mail  incur  the  PAINS 
"  and  PENALTIES  inflicled,  in  Cafes  of  WILFUL 
"  PERJURY. 

"  None  convicted  of  PERJURY  mail,  after  Convic- 
' '  tion,  be  capable  of  voting  in  any  Election  of  Members 
"  to  ferve  in  Parliament. 

I  mall  only  obferve  upon  tbefe  Clauses,  that  as  the 
ftrongell  Obligations  are  laid  upon  all  Eleftors  and  re- 
turning Officers,  which  can  be  kid  upon  Them  by  any 
human  Laws,  as  hsnefl  Men,  Freemen,  Britons  and 
Cbrijiians;  fo  They  are  reftrain'd  by  the  fever  eft 
Penalties,  from  acling  contrary  to  them  ;  and  no  Man, 
who  hath  any  Regard  to  Conscience,  Intereft,  or  Reputa- 
tion, will  prefume  to  fly  in  the  Face  of  fb  expli- 
cit a  Law. 

This  Point  is  farther  explain'dby  the  following  Clait' 
its,  which  cnaft. 

"  That 
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"  That  if  any  Perfon,  who  hath,  or  claimeth  a 
•«  Right  to  vote  in  any  fuch  Eledion,  (hall  ask  or  take 
arty  Money,  or  other  Reward,  by  Way  of  Gift, 
Loan,  or  other  Device,  or  contrail  fo  to  do,  to  give 
his  Vote,  or  to  refufe  or  forbear  to  give  his  Vote;  or 
*  if  any  Perfon  by  Himfelf,  or  any  one  employ'd  by 
Him,  fhall  by  Gift,  or  Reward,  Promife,  Agree- 
ment, or  Security,  CORRUPT,  or  PROCURE  any 
one  to  give  his  Vote,  or  to  forbear  to  give  his  Vote,  in 
any  fuch  Election,  He  fhall  forfeit, for  EVERY  SWCH 
OFFENCE  the  Sum  of  5007.  to  be  recover'd  as  be- 
fore directed  with  full  Cofts;  and  every  Perfon, 
after  Judgment  obtain'd  againft  Him,  fhall  for  ever 
be  difabled  to  vote  in  any  Election,  or  to  hold  any 
«'  Office,  or  Franchife,  as  a  Member  of  any  City, 
«'  Borough,  Town  corporate,  or  Cinque  Port. 

"  If  any  Perfon,  offending  againft  this  Ati,  fhall, 
"  within  twelve  Months  next  after  fuch  Election,  dif- 
"  cover  any  other  Perfon  offending,  fo  that  He  be  con- 
*'  vifted,  fuch  Perfon,  not  having  been  before  that 
«'  Time  convifted  Himfelf,  fliall  be  indemnify 'd  from 
«'  all  Penalties  and  Difabilities,  which  He  fhall  then 
"  have  incurr'd. 

Ibefe  Clauffi  are  not  only  a  ftrong  Reftraint  on  the 
Eleftors,  but  Jay  a  very  heavy  Penalty  on  the  AGENTS 
OF  CORRUPTION;  who  are  liable  to  a  Forfeiture  of 
five  hundred  Pounds,  befides  the  Incapacities  before-raen- 
tion'd,  for  every  individual  Man,  whom  They  corrupt, 
or  procure  to  vote,  or  to  forbear  voting,  in  any  Elecli- 
on ;  and  as  a  farther  Terror  to  tbefe  frlen,  every  cor- 
rupted Elefter  hath  the  Power  of  indemnifying  Himfelf 
from  all  the  Penalties  of  this  AR,  within  twelve  Months, 
by  difcovering  the  Corruptor,  and  bringing  Him  to 
condign  Punifhment.  It  is  therefore  hoped  that  every 
Briton,  who  defircs  to  fee  a  free  Parliament)  will  keep 
a  watchful  Eve  upon  all  reputed  Borougb-yolbcrs,  ai  d 
Brokers  of  Eleftions,  who  p:oul  about  the  Country  on 
thcfe  vile  Errands,  and  earn  the  infamous  Wages  of 
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Corruption,  by  endeavouring  to  deftroy  the  Liberty  of 
our  antient  Conftitution.  Let  Them  remember  that 
thefe  Cauies  are  to  be  try'd  by  a  Jury  in  Weftminfler- 
tiall  j  where  We  have  the  Happinefs  of  fuch  Judges  at 
prefent,  as  have  given  us  very  hopeful  Promifes  that  1  hey 
will  prefer  the  impartial  Execution  of  the  Laws  to  any 
Confederations  of  Intereft,  or  Ambition. 

The  remaining  Provifions  in  this  Law  are  to  the  fol- 
lowing Effeft,  viz. 

"  That  all  Sheriffs  and  other  Officers  fhal],  at  the 
"  Time  of  Eleflitm,  immediately  after  reading  the 
*'  Writ,  or  Precept,  read,  or  caufe  to  be  read,  openly 
"  before  die  EleftorSj  this  prefent  Aft,  and  every 
«'  Claufe  therein  ;  that  it  fhall  alfo  be  read  once  in  every 
"  Year  at  the  Quarter  Seffions  next  after  Eafler,  and  at 
il  the  Ele&icn  of  the  thief  Magiftrate  in  any  Borough 
"  Town- corporate,  or  Cinque- Port,  as  well  as  at  the 
"  Election  of  Magiftrates  and  Town-CGunfellors  for 
"  every  Borough  in  Scotland. 

"  That  all  Sheriffs,  or  other  Officers,  /hall  forfeit 
"  the  Sum  of  50 /.  for  every  wilful  Offence  againft 
"  this  A3. 

And  laftly,  "  that  no  Perfon  fhall  be  made  liable  to 
"  any  Incapacity,  or  Forfeiture,  unlefs  Proiecution  be 
"  commenced  within  two  Yean  after  inch  Incapacity 
"  or  Penalty  fhall  be  incur'd,  or,  in  Cafe  of  a  Profe- 
"  cution,  unlefs  the  lame  fhall  be  carried  on  without 
4t  any  wilful  Delay. 

Such  are  the  Provifions  of  this  excellent  and  truly 
glorious  Aft,  which  is  fo  far  from  being  cppref/ivf,  or 
terrible,  as  the  minift trial  Writers  have  repreitr.ted  it, 
that  the  Prefervation  of  our  Liberties  depends  on  the 
Execution  of  it.  Indeed,  Hireling;,  and  particularly 
the  Cwrantters,  have  often  tlueaten'd  us  with  a  Cri- 
tique upon  it,  and  endeavour'd  to  cajole  rhe  lower  Part 
of  the  Nation,  by  pleading  for  Corruption  as  one  of 
their  Privileges.  But  I  fhall  never  be  afraid,  or  afham- 
ed,  to  iuftify  the  Intention  of  riis  Laze,  and  heartily 

VOL.  XII.  R  uifh 


194         tte  CRAFTSMAN.    Nc  406. 

wifh  that  it  may  be  put  tfriftly  in  Force,  without  any 
Regard  to  PART  IE?,  or  PERSONS  WHATSOEVER. 

It  is  certainly  the  Intereft  of  all  Country  Gentlemen  to 
fulfil  this  Defign  of  the  Legifkturc,  as  the  only  effectu- 
al Method  to  defeat  the  Practices  of  Stockjobbers,  Place- 
men, Penjioners,  and  other  Upjlarts,  who  bribe  Them 
out  of  their  neighbouring  Boroughs,  where  They  have 
a  natural  Right  to  be  chofcn,  and  would  be  choien  in  a 
free  Election. 

It  is  likewife  demonrr,rab!c  that  even  the  meancft 
Eleftors  would  loon  find  their  Account  in  deftioying 
this  Pra&tce  ;  for  if  We  look  round  the  Kingdom,  We 
fhall  find  that  ^er.allh  is  the  conftant  Foreiunner  of  Po- 
verty, and  that  the  mcft  corrupt  Boroughs  are  alwavs  tlie 
tnofl  beggarly.  I  believe  nobody  will  pretend  to  deny 
that  the  Abolition  of  a  few  Taxes  on  the  common 
Necefiaries  of  Life,  fuch  as  Sti/t,  Soap,  Candles  and 
Leather,  would  be  of  more  real  and  Jailing  Benefit  to 
the  People,  than  what  They  can  ever  propose  to  get  by 
Bribery,  befidcs  the  Proltitution  of  their  Conferences,  the 
Lofs  of  their  Reputations,  and  the  Penalties  They  in- 
cur, by  fuch  a  icandalous  Traffic!:, 

I  mall  therefore  conclude  \vi:h  my  carnert  Wiflies 
and  fincere  Advice  that  even  the  poorcjt  Boroughs  will 
purge  Themklves  from  the  Infamy  of  being,  as  Bifhop 
Burnet  calls  them,  -f-  the  ratten  Part  of  our  Coiiftiltttiori, 
and  co-operate  with  the  Counties,  Cities,  and  gnat  Cor- 
porations, iu  procuring  us  the  BJeffing  of  a  FREE  and 
UNCORRUPT  PARLIAMENT.  D. 


•\  Burned  Hfi.  of  bis  own  Times,  va/.  2.  f.  295. 
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To   CALEB   D'ANVERS,    £.?; 
SIR, 

CICERO,  in  the  fecond  Book  of  his  Offices,' 
highly  commends  a  wife  and  handibme  Rebuke, 
which  Philip  of  Mace  don  gave  his  Son  Aicx-mdcr,  for 
foolifhly  attempting  to  gain  the  Affections  of  the  M.w- 
doir.am  by  BRIBE  R.Y.  He  wrote  his  Son  a  Letter  upon 
it,  in  thc.e  Words.  "  Qua:  Te,  malum  !  Ratio  in 
t;  i:ram  fncm  nduxit,  ut  cos  Tibi  fic'.elcs  putares  fore, 
fi  quo?  pecunia  con-up'Hes  ?  An  Tu  id  agis,  MiMaccdo- 


.    "  --  T;:'.  ••  Remark  upon 

it.  --  ''   Co;  -•-•:  ;  quid  forcii- 

*•  dum  Regi.  Mel  ;j?  efiam  quod  Largitionem  Corrtip- 
"  ^/<7/7z  efle  dixit.  Fit  enim  detcrior,  qui  accipit,  at- 
"  que  ad  idem  femper  expedandum  paratior. 

Philip  was  undoubtedly  the  greateft  Prince  of  his 
Tune.  He  was  wife,  art'ul  and  fortunate.  The  Ad- 
vice of  fuch  a  King,  while  he  was  forming  the  Mind 
of  a  young  Prince,  who  afterwards  gave  Law  to  the 
World,  dc.fervcs  our  Regard.  This  wife  King  had  ob- 
fervcd  in  his  Son  many  noble  Principles,  the  Seeds  of 
Grcatnefs,  but  ill  conducted  through  Youth  and  Inex- 
perience. Alexander  was  young,  valiant  and  generous; 
but  an  Excefs,  or  Mifapplication  of  Valour  and  Gene- 
rofity,  often  leads  to  the  greatefl  Inconveniencies. 
That  .his  Generofity  might  take  a  good  and  ufeful 
Turn,  He  writes  Him  this  fhort,  but  important  Epiitle. 
"  What  Notion  is  This,  fays  He,  that  You  have  got  in 
"  yonr  Head  ?  Can  You  imagine  the  -Fidelity  and  Af- 
"  feclion  of  the  Subject  are  to  be  acquired  by  Bribery 
"  and  Corruption  ?  Or  is  This  your  Motive,  that  the 
*'  Macedonians  may  not  confider  You  as  One,  who  is 
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to  be  their  Sovereign,  but  a  Minifter  to  their  Extra- 
*'  "jagance  and  Corruption  ? 

Tu/fys  Obfervation  is  equally  fine.  "  Tis  fordid 
"  and  mean,  fays  He,  below  the  Dignity  of  a  great 
"  King,  to  court  the  Affeclion  of  his  People  with  bafe 
"  Britis.  True  Love  and  Efleem  are  built  upon  a 
quite  different  Foundation.  "  Large/is,  or  the  giving 
*•  of  Money,  as  the/ame  Author  obferves,  K  Corrupt i- 
"  QTI  itfelf  '*  lor  the  Receiver  becomes  a  worfe  Man,  and 

"  is  always  apt  to  increafe  his  Demands." This 

Mnxim  of  Philip  is  certainly  one  of  the  vvifeft  in  the 
r»hole  Syftem  or  Politicks,  and  likewiie  confident  with 
the  ilritteft  Rules  of  Morality ;  that  a  King  gii'ing 
Bribes  to  bis  own  Subjefis  renders  Himlelf  mean  and 
fordid  ;  that  He  never  gains  the  true  Affeftion  of 
one  Perfon  by  it;  that  He  fubjecls  Himfelf  to  the 
arbitrary  Will  and  fantaftical  Government  of  fucb  Pro- 
jlitutcs ;  and  that  his  very  Crown  is  at  their  Dilpofal 
co  the  *  kigkcft  Bidder. 

The  Immorality  of  it  is  likewifc  evident;  for  fuch 
Proceedingr,  when  generally  known,  debauch  the  Mo  - 
rals  of  a  whole  People.  The  fame  Depravity  and  Cor- 
ruption foon  find  their  Wav  from  a  Court  to  a  Cottage; 
and,  in  Proportion  to  the  Diltance,  is  to  be  traced  in  a 
greater  or  lets  Degree  through  every  private  Family  ;  ia 
that  in  a  ihort  Time  the  very  Name  of  Virtue'  may 
come  to  be  loft  in  iuch  a  Kingdom.  It  is  very  proba- 
ble that  Philip  might  not  regard  this  Maxim  in  the 
moral  View ;  lor,  if  we  may  credit  the  Greek  Hiftori- 
a/;s  and  Orators,  He  was  not  apt  to  guide  his  Actions  by 
the  Rules  of  a  nice  Morality.  He  is  generally  drawn 
by  Them  as  cunning  ana  defignirg,  and  though  a  war- 
like Prince,  no  Man  knew  the  Weight  of  Money  more 
than  He,  as  well  as  how  and  where  to  apply  it.  His 
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ufual  Method  of  Bribery  was  to  buy  an  Enetnys  Genf. 
ra[,  and  fotnetimes  a  convenient  Town,  JOT  Fortrefs ;  by 
which  Means  He  artfully  avoided  risking  his  own 
Glory,  and  the  Lives  of  his  Subjects.  He  carried  it  fb 
far,  that  juft  before  the  decifive  Victory  at  Cbxrcnea, 
the  very  Prieitefs  of  Apollo  at  Delphi  was  ftrongly  fuf- 
pecled  to  have  been  tamper'd  with  by  that  Prince ;  for 
the  confederate  Army,  who  vvere  then  going  to  engage, 
for  the  common  Liberties  of  Greece,  could  get  no  Man- 
ner of  Encouragement  from  Her ;  ib  that  Demoftbenes% 
who  well  knew  the  Avarice  of  Prie/ls  and  their  jugg- 
ling Tricks,  might  eafily  gucis  that  Philip  had  fecured 
the  Oracle.  At  another  Time,  a  grave-looking  Dcmo- 
gogue  of  Athens,  who  had  long  bawl'd  at  the  exorbi- 
tant Power  of  the  King  of  Macedon,  was  at  length  pre, 
vail'd  upon,  and  took  the  Reward  of  his  Treachery 
with  great  Complaifance. 

Thefe  were  the  fuccefsful  Art?,  which  He  ufed  abroad  ; 
and  by  fuch  Intrigues  He  often  defeated  the  ftrongefl 
Confederacies  of  all  Greece.  His  Adminiftration  W2$ 
wife,  dreaded  abroad,  and  refpedted  at  home.  What 
Occafion  could  He  have  to  penjicn  his  own  Subjefis  ? 
Their  Love  and  Efteem  was  founded  upon  the  real  Con- 
viftion  of  the  Excellency  of  his  Government,  and  not 
upon  that  flipperv  Foundation  of  Corruption.  He  kept 
Them  honeft,  by  not  tempting  Them  to  be  oiherwiie. 
Even  in  a  juft  Caufe,  a  Gift  perverts  the  Mind  ;  and, 
as  T////V  well  obfervea  upon  this  Place,  "  the  Receiver 
"  immediately  becomes  a  bad  Man,  and  is  always  ex- 
"  pefting  greater  Bribes."  The  Plunder  of  a  whole 
People  is  Icarce  fufficienr.  To  this  Honefty  of  the  Ma- 
tedoniam,  conSrm'd  by  their  K.:ng,  is  to  be  attributed 
their  true  G restricts  of  Mind  and  pcrfonal  Courage. 
Tiie  Name  of  Barbarians,  which  the  over- wife  Greeks 
were  too  apt  to  beiknv  upon  their  Neighbours,  now 
left  Them.,  even  by  the  Confelfionof  thole  very  Greeks, 
who,  in  a  general  Aflembly  of  their  feveral  confede- 
rate Republick?,  loon  after  placed  Alexander  at  the 
R  3  Head 
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Head  of  that  grand  Alliance,  which  gave  Him  and  his 
Macedonians  the  Empire  of  the  World. 

From  the  whole  it  is  clearly  evident,  that  an  ttnpen- 
foifd  Subject  will  give  the  wifeft  Counfel  to  his  Prince* 
and  will  always  continue  the  molt  faithful  to  Him.  It 
is  the  true  Intereft  of  the  Prince  to  have  fuch  about 
Him,  as  will  not  flatter  Him,  and  be  Slaves  to  his 
PaJJtons,  for  the  Sake  of  his  Maftfy.  The  greateft 
Danger,  that  can  happen  to  a  Prince,  will  arile  from 
fuch  of  his  own  Servants,  as  from  their  own  corrupt 
Principles  would  fell  Him  and  his  Counfels  to  the  com- 
mon Enemy.  Treafon  is  too  often  the  fatal  Attendant 
upon  Corruption.  A  Government  may  be  conducted 
with  the  greateft  Security,  without  employing  thefe/*- 
cxniary  Arts  at  home ;  for  a  wife  Adminiflr  ation  will 
always  ftand  upon  its  own  Legs,  and  fupport  itfelf 
without  the  AfMance  of  Gold.  It  can  raife  a  whde 
People,  almoft  from  a  State  cf  Barbarity,  to  the  Height 
of  Greatnefs  and  heroick  Virtue. 


O. 
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DefignM  to  have  cnteitain'd  the  Publick 
with  a  Jkori  Hijtory  of  the  late  Parlia- 
ment, (for  fo  I  may  now  venture  to  call 
i  }  in  Imitation  of  a  certain  honourable 
Gent/eman,  who  did  the  fame  in  the  Year 
1713.  Bat  lam  partly  anticipated  in 
that  Defign  by  a  Pamphlet  already  publiih'd,  inthled 
Politicks  on  both  Sides,  toitb  Regard  to  FOREIGN  Av- 
j  and  We  every  Day  expcft  *n  Enquiry  into  thf 

Can- 
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Condu&  of  our  DOMESTICK  AFFAIRS,  by  Way  of 
Sequel  to  it.  In  this  Piece,  We  are  promifed  the  feme 
particular  Account  of  our  national  Debts,  the  Jinking 
Fund,  and  other  Money-Matters  at  borne,  from  the  Tear 
1721,  which  the  former  Part  gave  us  of  all  our  Treaties 
and  Negotiations  abroad ;  fo  that  both  tbeje  Treatijes  to- 
gether will,  in  all  Probability,  contain  not  only  a  jbort 
Hiftory  of  the  late  Parliament,  but  likcwife  of  the 
PRESENT  ADMINISTRATION,  with  Regard  to  tbeje 
Points. 

But  as  fucb  Difcourfes  may  not  fall  into  every  Body's 
Hand,  and  there  are  befides  fome  other  Points,  which 
do  not  fcem  to  come  within  the  Scope  of  that  jiu- 
tbor's  Defign,  I  fhall  juft  hint  at  a  few  Particulars, 
which  will  let  the  Conduft  of  this  Parliament  in  a 
true  Light. 

In  the  Year  1728,  a  Sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifteft; 
tboufand  Pounds  being  demanded  to  make  good  a  DEFI- 
CIENCY, as  it  was  rirft  called,  of  the  Civil- Lift,  and  it 
appearing  to  the  Hou'e,  upon  Examination,  that  there 
was  really  no  Deficiency,  our  worthy  Reprefextatives 
took  an  early  Opportunity  of  diflinguiming  Thcmielves 
in  our  Service,  by  granting  that  ever-memorable  Sum, 
under  the  Name  of  an  AR REAR  ;  or,  as  fome  Gentle- 
men were  pleafed  to  conltrue  it,  by  Way  of  AUGMEN- 
TATION to-  that  LIBERAL  REVENUE,  which  the 
former  Parliament  had  fettled  on  his  Majefty,  for  the 
better  Support  of  the  Honour  and  Dignity  of  the 
Crown. 

This  Parliament  had  likewife  the  Honour  of  conti- 
nuing twehe  tbouj'and  HESSIAN  Troops  in  our  Pay,  for 
fevcral  Years,  at  an  annual  Expencc,  which  amount- 
ed to  a  LAND  TAX  of  Six-peate  in  the  Pound. 

The  Revival  of  the  SALT  DUTY,  after  it  had  bsen 
folemnly  abolifhed,  for  the  Eafe  of  the  patr  Artificers 
<ind  MoxttfitSitrerJ,  upon  a  gracious  Recommendation 
f.om  the  Throne,  and  mortgaging  it  for  many  Years  to 
come,  is  another  Point,  which  will  certainly  endear  the 
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Memory  of  this  Parliament  to  the  Freeholders  of  Great 
Britain,  and  recommend  the  Promoters  of  it  to  their 
Favour  again  at  the  enfuing  Election. 

Their  laudable  Endeavours  to  extend  the  Laws  cf 
Excife  over  the  whole  Kingdom,  and  to  curb  the  Spirits 
of  infolent  Tradesmen,  by  fubjefting  their  Houfes,  Goods 
and  Dealings  to  the  Controul  of  a  State-InquiJitic,n,  are 
fo  frefli  in  every  Body's  Memory,  that  it  would  be  im- 
pendent to  infift  any  farther  upon  this  Head. 

We  muft  Jikevviie  do  tbefe  Gentlemen  the  Juftice  to 
acknowledge  their  invariable  Regard  for  the  Honour  and 
Intereft  of  the  Nation,  as  well  ss  the  Safety  of  our  Con- 
ftitution,  by  their  ready  Complyance  with  all  Motions 
for  keeping  up  a  ftanding  Army,  in  Times  of  profound 
Peace,  with  a  conftant  Approbation  of  all  our  late 
treaties,  Expeditions,  Expedients,  and  Tranjaftions 
whatfoever,  either  by  Sea  or  by  Land,  at  home  or 
abroad. 

I  mail  fay  nothing  of  thofc  vaft  Suras  cf  Mcny, 
which  They  have  granted  from  Time  to  Time,  for 
fupponing  thcfe  Meajures,  nor  of  the  prefent  State  of 
our  publick  Debts,  and  ^finking  Fund;  becaufe  I  pre- 
fiime  tbefe  Articles  will  be  fully  explain'd  in  the  Pam- 
phlet before- mentioned. 

But  there  is  one  Point,  which  muft  not  be  imirely 
pafs'd  over  in  Silence ;  I  mean  that  unlimited  and  unex- 
ampled Confidence,  which  They  have  lately  repofed  in 
the  Crown,  together  with  the  fubfequent  Claufe  of 
Unappropriation ;  by  which  his  Maje/ly  is  left  at  full 
Liberty,  during  the  Interval  of  Parliament,  to  augment 
his  Forces*  iy  Sea,  cr  Land,  to  enter  imo  any  Engage- 
ments with  foreign  Princes,  and  to  apply  what  SUMS 
of  Mcnfy  He  mail  think  fit  out  of  the  ai.ti ita I  Supplies, 
which  amount  almofl  to  FOUR  MILLIONS,  without 
any  Limitation  of  Nutnicr,  or  Sum  what'ocvcr.  This 
Acl  crowns  all  their  former  Services,  and  feetns  to  be 
defign'd  as  their  /<}/?  Legacy  to  the  Nation  }  for  as  it 
gives  his  Majelly  a  glorious  Oppoituniiy  of  dcmpnilra- 

ti"g 
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ting  hi$  tender  Concern  for  our  Liberties,  by  making  no 
bid  U(e  of  i'uch  an  unprecedented  Power ;  ib  it  will  de- 
liver down  the  Names  of  Thofe,  who  gave  it,  with 
uncommon  Marks  of  Diftinftion,  to  the  lateft  Ge- 
nerations. 

After  iuch  fupereminent  Services  as  Thefe,  it  may 
feem  ncedlels  to  mention  their  noble  Zeal  in  detecting 
ptillifk  Frauds,  and  inflifting  exemplary  Punimmenton 
the  Authors  of  them.  We  have  had  divers  remarkable 
Inilmces  of  This,  whilit  They  have  done  the  Commons 
of  Great  Britain  the  Honour  to  represent  Them  ;  par- 
ticularly with  Relation  to  the  Sale  of  tb:  late  Earl  of 
DER  WE  NT  WATER'S  Eft  ate,  the  Management  of  the 
SDUTH-SEA  COMPANY,  the  CHARITABLE  CORPO- 
RATION, and  YORK  BUILDINGS;  to  which  We  may 
add  their  rigorous  Enquiries  into  the  Frauds  of  the 
CUSTOMS,  and  the  Manner  of  contracting  a  NAVY 
DEBT  of  almoft  Two  MILLIONS. 

I  do  not  include  all  the  Members  of  the  late  Hiufe  of 
Commons  in  this  funeral  Oration  to  their  Memory  ;  for 
it  is  well  known  that  miny  of  Themliave  dillinguilh'd 
Themfelves  in  that  Affembly  by  a  moll  pertina- 
cious Spirit  of  Oppojitien,  and  took  a  great  Deal  of 
ill-natured  Pains  to  revive  a  Country  Interfjl  amongft 
ik-. 

This  puts  me  in  mind  of  another  Topiclr,  in  Praife 
of  the  late  Parliament,  which  1  had  almoit  forgot ;  for 
as  They  have  the  ible  Credit  of  accompliming  all  tbfje 
great  Points,  fo  They  have  gain'd  no  leis  Honour  by 
defeating  fcveral  pernicious  Bills  far  better  qualifying 
Members  of  Parliament ;  for  fecuring  the  Freedom  of 
military  Gentlemen  from  the  Reftntments  of  a  vindic- 
tive Minifter ;  fur  limiting  the  Number  of  Officers, 
civil  and  military,  who  Jhall  hereafter  be  allow" 'd  to  jit 
in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  ;  and  laftly,  for  rejloring 

TRIENNIAL    PARLIAMENTS. 

Thefe  uncourtlj  Patriots,  indeed,  have  had  the  good 
Fortune,,  by  indefatigable  Induitry,  and  the  Force  of 
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popular  Clamour,    to  carry  fome  Points  of  bad  Confe- 
qucnce ;    particularly  the    Jury- Aft ',    the   Si. 
Aft,   and  That/for  the  more  efettual  preventing  BRIBE- 
RY ar.d  CORRUPTION   //;  the  Eleflion  of  Members  to 

ffrvein  Parliament. But  as  the  bad  Intention  of  the 

firft  was,  in  fome  Meafurc,  defeated  by  a  Clauie  for 
SPECIAL  JURIES  ;  fo  fome  of  the  craftieft  Heads  in 
England  are  now  hard  at  Work  in  deviling  Methods  to 
elude  the  otkcr:, 

When  We  reflect  on  this  long  Courfe  cf  publick  Spi- 
rit, Wiklorn  and  Integrity,  who  can  look  without 
Tears  onfufb  an  illuftrious  Body  cf  Ma:  in  the  hit  A- 
gonies  of  their  political  Death,"  and  finking  again  into 
the  ff  Avion  Mafs  of  the  People t  from  whence  Tiny  were 
raifed  to  do  thefe  great  Things  for  us  ? 

Eut  to  be  ferio-js. As  the  Reprefentative  B'.dy  of 

the  Pitp's  is  now  expiring,  end  the  Power  wii]  loon  de- 
volve to  Them  again,  in  their  cot/eflive  Capacity ;  J 
hope  They  will  make  a  proper  Ufe  of  it,  at  the  approach- 
Elections,  by  chufing  a  new  Repreftnlative,  without 
criminal  Influence,  or  any  other  Diltin£lion  than  oi 
Tbofe,  who  have  already  made  the  Intereit  of  their 
Country  the  Rule  of  their  Conduft,  and  of  "Tkofe,  who 
have  notorioufly  facririced  it  to  private  bad  Ends. 

But  if  the  fatal  Taint  of  Corruption,  or  the  Preflures 
of  Necfjfity,  fhould  have  taken  fo  ftrong  a  Poficfiion  of 
their  Minds,  as  to  prevail  over  all  the  natural  Impulles 
of  Virtue,  Ccnfeiencf,  and  the  Reftraint  of  Liiw:,  I 
rnuft  refer  Them  for  Advice,  under  the;e  defperate 
Circumftances,  to  the  Authors  of  CATO'S  Letters, 
who  formerly  addrefi'd  Them  in  the  following  Manner. 

;S  to  Thofe  amongft  you,  who  are  refolved  to 
take  MONEY,  in  Spight  of  all  Reaibn,  human 

"  and 

*  The  following  Pajfages,  being  the  Ccnclufion  if  a 
third  Letter  to  the  Freeholders,  &c.  were  printed  in  the 

London 
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<•  and  divine,  I  kno'.v  no  Amends  They  can  ma'ce  for 
"  this  their  great  Wickednefs  and  Corruption,  but  to 
«'  difappoint  Thofe,  who  give  it,  by  -voting  avainft  Them, 
•*  for  Tbofe,  who  do  not,  and  deferve  their  Vote  with- 
«'  out  it.  In  doing  This,  They  will  only  be  falle  to 
«'  tftf*1  Man,  who  would  bribe  Them  out  of  their  Ho- 
•*  neity  ;  but  will  be  juft  and  honeft  .to  a  whole  Nation, 
"  which  claims  their  Regard  and  Duty,  and  which 
"  He  would  hire  Them  to  betray. 

"  There  is  no  Honour  nor  Honefty  in  being  juft  to 
**  your  Word,  when  the  giving  your  Word  was  unjuft. 
"  Jf  a  Man  gives  you  Money  for  your  Promiie  to  burn 
"  an  HouJ'e,  or  to  murther  a  Neighbour  ;  which,  think 
"  you,  is  moft  unjuft,  to  difappoint  the  wicked  P ramp- 
"  ter,  or  to  do  an  hellim  Action  in  Complyance  with 
•'  a  '.vicked  Mar,  who  would  make  you  an  hcliifh  In- 
"  ilrumentof  his  villainous  Malice  and  Deligns  ?  And 
"  yer,  believe  me,  you  do  a  worfe  Thing,  when  you 
"  put  the  Lives  and  Property  of  a.  whole  Country,  your 
"  <Kvn  Country,  into  the  Hands  of  a  Man,  who  de- 
"  clares  He  \K\\\fell  Them,  by  hiring  you  to  fell  Tour- 
"  Jehes. 

"  He,  who  for  Money  chufcs  an  untcortl-y  Member, 
"  i.s  anfwcrablc  for  all  the  nnworthy  Conduct  of  that 
"  M.'.'.ttn'r,  as  much  as  He,  who  for  Self-Ends  of  any 
"  KinJ,  advifcs  an  unjuft  War,  becomes  anfwerable 
"  for  all  the  Killing,  Earning,  Plundering  and  Defola- 
"  tion,  which  at:end  ir.  Do  not  fay,  that  your  Member 
"  hath  but  one  Vote  ;  for  no  more  ha:h  any  cikcr  Mcm- 
"  her  ;  but  jemember  that  one  Vote  may  fave,  or  de- 
"  ilioy  You. 

"  I  would  leave  it  therefore  to  your  own  common 
"  Sen!e,  Gentlemen,  (You,  that  are  determined  to  have 
"  MONEY,  on  this  Occafion)  whether  it  be  not  more 

"  eligible 

lx>ndon  Journal  on  Saturday  March  the  z^th,  1721, 
and  fign  d  CA.TO  ;  but  this  Paper  is  not  pubUjtfdin  the 
Co  Hellion  of  thofe  Letters. 
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"  eligible  to  be  little  Roguat  and  to  cheat  one  or  two 
*'  Men  of  Money,  which  perhaps  is  none  of  theirs,  and 
"  which  They  ought  not  to  give  You,  and  which 
"  They  give  only  to  make  You  great  Rogues,  than  it  is 
"  to  be  true!  Traytors  to  your  Country  ;  to  betheCaufes 
*'  of  all  itsMifery;  and  the  Objefts  of  its  juft  Deteita- 
"  tion,  and  heavy  and  crying  Curies. 

"  When  You  deal  with  Knaves,  You  have  an  Ex- 
'*  cufe  to  be  Knaves  j  efpecially  when  They  are  the  Ag~ 
"  greffors.  But  what  Offence  hath  your  Country 

"  given  You  ;  that  Country,  in  which,  and  by  which 
"  you  live  ?  Whether  would  You  rather  be  carefs'd,  or 
"  curfed ;  beloved,  or  abhorr'd  ?  Or  whether  would 
*'  You  rather  be  blefs'd  and  approved  by  all  Men,  than 
"  by  One,  who,  when  You  diiappoint  Him,  only  damns 
"  feme  of  You  for  Rogues,  and  would  have  made  you 
44  Rogues,  and  is  perhaps  Hitnfelf  one  ? 

"  I  vi\R\,Gentfemen,  that  there  were  none  amongft 
*'  you  difpofed  to  be  Jv/d ;  and  that  the  Underiland- 
"  ing,  Circumftances,  and  Virtue  of  You  all  fet  You 
"  all  above  the  Infamy  of  Sale.  But  You,  that  will 
«'  be  fold,  for  God's  Sake !  fell  Yourfelves  to  Such  as 
«'  are  not  like  to  fell  You  again.  No  Doubt,  fome  fuch 
"  there  are ;  arid  for  Tboje,  who  give  You  Money  to 
41  make  Monty  of  You,  as  You  may  guefs  from  their 
*'  Char  after  and  Circumftances,  the  belt  Thing  You  can 
"  do,  next  to  the  refu/ing,  or  returning  it,  is  to  wte 
"  againfiTbem. 

"  If  You  will  be  corrupt,  have  fo  much  Tcndernefs 
"  for  old  England  as  to  confine  the  Kffefts  of  your 
*'  Corruption  to  Tourfelves,  and  do  not  barbaroufly  in- 
44  volve  us  All,  and  All  that  is  good  and  valuable,  in 
41  your  Corruption.  All  have  not  finn'd  ;  oh  !  involve 

"  not  AH  in  year  Sin-! The  leait  Glympfe  of 

"  natural  Senlc  will  inform  You,  that  You  may  with 
4<  infinite  lefs  Crime  deceive  a  few  Men,  probably 
•4C  more  unrighteous  than  the  worlt  of  You,  than  en- 
44  danger  the  utter  Defiruclion  of  a  great  Nation,  and 

*'  youi 
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"  your  own  Deftruftion,  by  being  juft  to  an  uujuft  En- 
"  gagement,  made  to  an  /'//  Man. 

"  An  Er.glijh  Admiral,  in  King  William's  Time,  be- 
ing tempted  by  the  French  Court,  with  Money,  to 
betray  into  their  Hands  an  Englijh  Fleet,  which  He 
commanded,  acquainted  his  royal  Mafter  with  th» 
Temptation,  and  by  the  Advice  of  that  great  Prince, 
He  took  the  Money  and  betray'd  Tbofe,  that  would 
have  betray'd  Him,  and  would  have  hired  Him  to 
betray  his  Country.  I  leave  You,  Gentlemen,  to 
make  the  Application.  I  only  ask  You,  which 
think  You  was  the  greater  Treachery  ;  his  taking 
Money  for  a  traiterous  Defign  agairft  bis  Country,  or 
his  not  executing  that  traiterous  Dejign  ? 
"  But  of  the  molt  of  You,  by  much  the  moft,  I  know 
"  and  hope  the  beft  Things.  Your  Hands  are  clean, 
"  and  your  Hearts  are  honeft. 

Heaven  grant  it  may  prove  fb,  in  the  prefent  Con- 
juncture !  For  on  This  the  Prefervation  of  our  Liberties 
abfolutely  depends,  under  God  and  his  Majefty. 

I  mall  only  add,  that  as  there  feems  to  be  a  much 
greater  Neceflity  for  fuch  Exhortations  at  prefent,  than 
when  CATO  wrote,  fo  every  corrupted  Eleclor  hath 
now  an  Opportunity,  by  the  late  Aft,  fco  make  a  double 
Atonement  to  his  Country,  by  difcovering  the  COR.- 
RUPTOR,  as  well  as  voting  AGAINST  Him.  D* 
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Cunfta  aperit  fecreta  Dies,  ex  Tempore  verum 
Nafcitttr,  et  veniens  jEtas  abfcondita  pandit. 

To  CALEB    D'ANVERS,    Efqi 
SIR, 

[  T  is  now  grown  the  Fafhion  at  the  End 
of  every  Parliament,  and  commonly  at 
the  End  of  every  Seffion,  to  recapitu- 
late the  Proceedings  of  our  Reprefenta- 
tives  and,  as  it  were,  chew  the  Cud  of 
the  Legiflature.  This  is  a  Pratt  ice, 
Mr.  jyAnvers,  for  which  You  have  often  quoted  the 
Authority  of  an  honourable  Gentleman,  who  wrote  a 
jhort  Hiftory  of  the  Parliament,  in  the  Year  1713; 
and,  to  confefs  the  Truth,  I  think  the  People  of  Eng- 
land have  a  Right  to  review  the  Condudl  of  Thofe, 
on  whom  They  confer  fo  great  a  Truft.  But  fome  of 
your  Country  Party  have  gone  farther,  and  given  us  an 
Hiftory  of  the  PRESENT  ADMINISTRATION  in  .two 
Parts,  as  well  as  of  the  two  loft  parliaments,  contain- 
ing a  particular  Account  of  their  moil  notable  Tranf- 
adtions,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  for  thirteen  Yean 
j>aj);  That  is,  from  the  Beginning  of  the  Year  1721 
to  the  pretent  Time. 

The  learned  Mrs.  Osbornt  having  already  begun  a 
Critique  upon  the  loft  of  theft  Pieces,  I  mall  not  in- 
croach  upon  her  Province ;  nor  prefume  to  take  the 
Caftigation  of  this  Author  out  of  fo  able  an  Hand. 

But  it  being  generally  aUow'd  that  a  plain  Cbroni- 
tle,  or  Narrative  of  Fafts,  without  any  Comments,  or 

Rcfkftions 
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Reflections  of  the  Author,  is  the  mod  impartial  Way  of 
writing  Hiltory  ;  (efpecially  in  fuch  divided  and  dif- 
trafted  Times  as  the  prefent ; )  it  cannot  be  improper 
to  digeft  the  principal  Tranfaftions  of  thirteen  Tears 
j>aft  into  this  Method,  and  fubmit  them  to  the  Conft- 
deration  of  my  Countrymen,  under  the  regular  Form 
of  Annals ;  in  which  i  mall  include  feveral  material 
Points  omitted  by  the  Author  before-mention'd,  but 
highly  neceflary  to  be  known,  in  order  to  fet  the  Me- 
rits of  our  prefent,  great  Minifter  in  a  true  Light. 

I  chufe  this  chronological  Method,  not  only  for  the 
Sake  of  Impartiality,  but  likewife  Eminently  Gratia  ; 
for  as  Kings  date  aH  their  publick  Ads  from  the  Tear 
ef  their  Reign,  and  our  reverend  Prelates  from  the  Tear 
tf  their  Covfecration,  I  have  often  wonder'd  that  our 
mini/ferial  Pice-Roys  never  aflumed  the  fame  Style, 
and  fign'd  their  Initruments  according  to  the  year  of 
their  Adminifl  ration.  But  as  This  may  be  owing  to 
their  great  Modefty  and  Tendernefs  of  approaching 
too  near  the  Character  of  their  royal  Maflers,  1  think 
it  my  Duty  to  do  Them  Juftice,  and  Ihall  therefore 
proceed  in  the  following  Manner. 
Anno  primo, 

On  the  frft  of  April  1721,  (of  all  Days  in  the 
Year)  the  great  Man,  of  whom  I  am  now  writing, 
was  fworn  into  the  Offices  of  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer, and  firft  Lord  CommiJJtonfr  efthe  Treafury  ;  ha- 
ving fufficiently  merited  thole  important  Employments 
in  the  preceding  Seflion,  by  his  great  Zeal  in  pacify- 
ing the  Refentments  of  the  People,  occafion'd  by  the 
Mismanagement  of  the  South-Sea  Scheme,  and  his  A- 
bilities  in  relieving  Them  from  their  Diftrefles,  by 
Schemes  of  Ingrajtment  and  the  Bank-Contra  ft. 

This  Year  a  large  Fleet  was  lent  up  the  Baltick.  The 

King  of  Sweden  was  complimented  with  a  Subfidy   of 

feventy-tws  tboufand  Pounds,  (  but  upon  what  Account 

does  not  appear, }  and  a  farther  Sum  of  jive  hundred 

S  z  theujarut 
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tboujand  Pounds  was  granted,  to  make  good  the  Defi- 
ciencies of  his  late  Majefty's  Civil-Lift. 

The  fame  Year  is  likewHe  remarkable  for  the  pri- 
vate Treaty  of  Madrid,  and  the  Letter  from  bis  late 
Majc/ly,  upon  which  the  Spaniards  found  their  Claim 
to  the  Reititution  of  Gibraltar. 

The  remaining  Part  of  the  Year  was  fpent  in  pro- 
viding for  Relations,  fecuiing  a  new  Parliament,  and 
taking  other  proper  Methods  to  eftablifh  Himlelf  in 
Power. 

Anno  2 do. 

This  Year  a  moft  deteilable  Confpiracy  was  difco- 
ver'd  by  the  fmgular  Dexterity  of  the  fame  Gentle- 
man, who  produced  fuch  Evidence  of  the  Reality  of 
it,  by  Letters  intercepted  at  the  Pojl  Office,  Decypbe- 
ring,  and  other  Methods,  as  gave  full  Satisfaction  to 
the  Parliament,  and  the  Court  of  King's  Bench ;  for, 
upon  this  Account,  Chriftcpber  Layer,  Efq;  was  exe- 
cuted at  Tyburn ;  Bilhop  Atterbury  was  deprived  and 
banifh'd,  by  a  Bill  of  Pains  and  Penalties  j-  and  Mr. 
Kelly  and  Plunket  were  impriibn'd  in  the  Tower  du- 
ring Life. 

The  Habeas  Corpus  Aft  likewife  was  fufpended  for 
a  whole  Year,  upon  the  fame  Account. 
Anno  $tio. 

Little  was  done  this  Year,  befides  raifmg  Money,  con- 
tinuing the  Army,  and  granting  Mr.  WOOD  the  fa- 
mous Patent  for  iupplying  Ireland  with  COPPER 
HALF-PENCE. 

Anno  $to. 

•  His  late  Majefty  was  pleafed  to  affure  us  from  the 
Throne,  this  Year,  that  We  bad  Peace  with  all  Powers 
abroad,  and  at  borne  perftft  Ttanquilily.  But  fo  deiire- 
able  a  Situation  was  foon  alter'd,  as  We  ftiall  fee  in  the 
next  Article. 

Anno  yo. 

This  Year  is  become  a  remarkable  JEn  in  our  Hi- 
ftory  by  the  HANOVER  TREATY,  which  cemented 

lb 
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fb  cloie  an  Allyance  between  Great  Britain  and  France, 
in  order  to  reduce  the  exorbitant  Power  of  the  Empe- 
ror, and  defeat  that  formidable  Conjunction  of  the- 
Courts  of  Vienna  and  Madrid,  which  gave  our  Poli- 
ticians fuch  terrible  Apprehenfions. 
Anno  6to. 

In  Purfuance  of  the  fame  Allyance,  threi  great  naval 
Armaments  were,  this  Year,  difpatch'd,  with  ever-me- 
morable Inftru&ions,  to  the  Baltick,  the  Mediterranean 
and  the  Weft-Indies  j  where  They  perform'd  fuch  won- 
derful Exploits  as  will  do  immortal  Honour  to  the 
Britijb  Name. 

Ttveke  tbjufand  Hejfians  were,  this  Year,  taken  into 
the  Pay  tfGreat  Britain,  and  continued  for  four  Years 
afterwards,  at  an  annual  Expence  of  near  two  hundred 
andjifly  thoufand  Pounds.  A  moft  horrid  Plot  againft 
our  excellent  Minijler  was  likewife  difcover'd  by  a 
Pcnny-Poft  Letter,  in  which  Notice  was  given  Him  of 
a  Defign  to  burn  his  Houie ;  but  by  his  prudent  Con- 
duct in  communicating  the  Contents  of  it  to  his  next 
door  Neighbour,  and  imploring  his  Protection,  the  Per- 
petration of  fo  flagitious  an  Aft  was  happily  prevented. 
Anno  jmo. 

This  Year  will  be  for  ever  diflinguim'd  in  our  An- 
nals by  the  Acceffion  of  Holland  to  the  Treaty  of 
Hanover,  under  pretty  large  Reftridtions,  as  well  as  That 
of  Sweden,  in  Confederation  of  a  Sublidy  of  fifty  thou- 
Jand  Pounds  per  Annum,  for  three  Years,  and  the  glo- 
rious Allyance  between  Great  Britain  and  the  Duke  of 
Wolfenbuttle,  at  fo  fmall  an  Expence  to  us  as  the  Sura 
of  one  hundred  thousand  Pounds. 

The  Siege  of  Gibraltar  was  likewife  undertaken  this 
Year,  and  vigoroufly  pufh'd  on  by  the  Spaniards,  with- 
out any  Molellation  from  our  Fleet,  which  fuffer'd  fc- 
veral  Ships,  laden  with  Ammunition,  to  pafs  under 
the  Stern  of  our  Admiral,  and  land  them  fafely  for  the 
TJieofthe  Siege. 

S  3  An** 
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Anno  8vo. 

This  Year  was  remarkable  for  Embafftes,  Negotia- 
tions, and  Conventions,  but  without  any  confiderable 
Effeft. 

The  Bill  again  ft  Bribery  and  Corruption  in  the  E- 
leclions  of  Members  to  ferve  in  Parliament  was  this  Year 
pafs'd,  by  the  indefatigable  Endeavours  of  the  Male- 
tontents. 

Anno  qvc. 

We  now  come  to  a  Year  fulj  of  memorable  Events; 
fuch  as  the  gallant  Behaviour  of  our  Fleet  at  Spitbead, 
and  the  honourable  Treaty  of  Seville,  which  diflblved 
the  formidable  Conjunction  of  Spain  and  the  Empire, 
difpenfed  with  the  Quadruple  Allyance,  by  providing 
for  the  Introduction  of  Dun  Carlos  into  Italy  with 
Spanifb  Troops,  (which  have  fince  had  fuch  a  glori- 
ous Effect, )  and  paved  the  Way  for  that  happy  U- 
nion  between  France  and  Spain,  which  is  at  laft  brought 
to  full  Perfection. 

The  famous  Sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifteen  tboufond 
founds  was  this  Year  granted  by  Parliament,  to  make 
good  a  Deficiency,  or  Arrear,  of  the  Civil-Lift. 

An  Officer  in  'the  EngHJk  Navy  was  alfo  broke  for 
audacioufly  prefuming  to  make  a  French  Ship  ftrike  to 
Him,  as  me  was  coxiiiig  into  one  of  our  Harbours. 

At  the  latter  End  of  this  Year,  an  Aft  of  Grace  was 
faid  to  be  drawn  up,  and  aclually  laid  before  the  At- 
torney General  for  his  Opinion ;  but  the  Malecoxtcnts 
having  got  Intelligence  of  it,  before  it  was  brought  into 
the  Houie,  made  fuch  invidious  Comments  upon  it, 
that  it  was  thought  proper  to  drop  it. 
jfKKo  \orno. 

Another  bloody  Confpiracy  againft  the  Mintftfr  was 
this  Year  carry'd  on  by  a  Set  of  Gentlemen,  who  met 
in  Durham-Yard,  and  had  actually  got  WitnefTes  to 
prove  that  the  Port  and  Harbour  of  Dunkirk  were  re- 
pair'd ;  but  this  Defign  was  likewife  prevented  by  the 
Vigour  of  Parliament,  and  the  Information  of  a -very 
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boneft  Fellow,  who  did  not  fcruple  to  perjure  Himfelf 
for  the  Sake  of  the  Caufe. 

The  fame  Year  the  Salt  Duty  was  taken  off,  upon  a 
gracious  Recommendation  from  the  Throne  ;  by  which 
the  poor  Artificers  and  Manufacturers  were  not  only  re- 
lieved, but  the  Nation  was  deliver'd  from  the  Burthen 
of  fix  hundred  Officers,  who  fwallow'd  up  great  Part  of 
the  Income,  and  were  always  ready  to  vote,  according 
to  Order. 

A  Licence  was  this  Year  granted  to  the  French,  for 
recruiting  in  Ireland,  and  feveral  Officers  were  actually 
arrived  here  for  that  Purpofe ;  but  this  Defign  was  de- 
feated by  the  unreafonable  Clamour  of  the  Ctuntry  Par- 
ty,  who  reprefented  it  as  little  lefs  than  Treafon,  and 
obliged  our  Mintfter  to  revoke  his  Licence,  to  the  inex- 
preffible  Concern  of  another  profound  Politician,  who 
was  at  the  Bottom  of  it. 

Anno  \  \  mo. 

This  Year  produced  the  laft  Treaty  of 'Vienna,  by 
which  We  broke  off  that  clofe  Conjunction  with  France -, 
which  We  had  fo  induftrioufly  cultivated  for  fome 
Years  part,  guaranty'd  the  Pragmatick  Sanflion,  and  con- 
voy'd  the  Spanijb  Troops  into  Italy. 

That  Arch-Incendiary  Mr.  Richard  Francktin,  who 
had  pry'd  into  all  the  Cabinets  ^-Europe,  and  given  in- 
finite Difturbance  to  a  certain  honourable  Gentleman, 
was  this  Year  convicted,  by  a  SPECIAL  JURY,  of  hav- 
ing printed  the  Hague  Letter,  and  fentenced  to  fuffer 
one  Year's  Imprisonment,  to  pay  a  Fine  of  one  hundred 
Pounds,  and  to  give  Security  of  two  thoujand  Pounds 
more  for  his  good  Behaviour  for  feven  Years. 

Anno   \2rno. 

This  Year  the  Salt-Tax,  which  had  been  taken  off 
but  two  Years  before,  was  laid  on  again,  and  mortgaged 
for  three  Tears,  in  order  to  raife  500,000  /.  for  the 
current  Expences  of  the  Year.  It  was  likewife  fepa- 
rated  from  the  Jinking  Fund,  to  which  it  formerly  be- 
long'd,  and  hath  been  fince  mortgaged  for  a  Million 

more; 
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more  ;  fo  that  it  may  now  be  faid  to  be  made  perpe- 
tual 

The  charitable  Corporation,  the  Sale  of  Lord  Der- 
vientwiiter*s  Eftate,  and  fome  other  Peccadilloes  of  the 
fame  Kind,  became  the  Subjects  of  Enquiry  and  Debate 
this  Seffion. 

Another  Plot  was  likewife  difcover'd  to  have  been 
carry M  on  by  Signior  Belloni  and  one  Mr.  On,  againlt 
that  upright  Patriot  Mr.  John  Tbompfon,  the  Warehoufe- 
kceper,  and  his  Confederates. 

Anno  1 3 mo. 

I  now  come  to  the  Year  1733,  which  is  branded  to 
all  Poflerity  by  the  Defeat  of  the  Excife-BUI,  and  the 
popular  Refentments  againft  the  Projector  of  it,  who 
was  actually  burnt  in  Effigie,  in  all  the  Market-Towns 
of  England,  and  had  other  Indignities  ofter'd  to  Him, 
far  beneath  the  Dignity  of  fo  illultrious  a  Perfonage.  — 
But  I  have  the  Pleafure  to  obferve  that  fome  Examples 
have  been  likewife  made  on  the  other  Side  ;  for  it  is  well 
known  that  feveral  great  Lords  and  other  Per  fans  have 
been  difmifs'd  from  their  Employments,  civil  and  mili- 
tary, for  concurring  with  the  People  in  their  Oppofition 
to  that  glorious  Scheme. 

I  mall  here  clofe  my  Annals  of  this  Gentleman ;  for 
as  He  is  but  juft  enter'd  on  the  fourteenth  Tear  of  bit 
Administration,  I  mult  referve  the  Remainder  of  this 
Chronicle  to  another  Opportunity.  I  mall  only  obferve 
thatHefeems,  at  prefent,  to  be  in  full  CONFIDENCE 
and  CREDIT  ;  and  if  He  mould  wind  up  his  Bottoms 
in  a  Manner  fuitable  to  his  former  Conduft,  He  mull  be 
allow'd  to  outdo  all  the  Miniflen,  that  ever  went  before 
Him.  A. 


SATURDAY* 
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HAVE  been  lately  favour'd  with  a 
Paper,  publifh'd  in  the  Kentijb  Poft,  or 
Canterbury  News-Letter,  on  Saturday  the 
27  th  of  April  laft  j  which  is  fo  extraor- 
dinary a  Piece,  that  I  think  it  deferves 
the  Attention  of  every  Briton,  as  well  as 
the  good  People  of  Kent.  I  fhall  therefore  reprint  it  at 
large,  for  the  Edification  of  my  Countrymen  in  diffe- 
rent Parts  of  the  Kingdom,  with  fome  curfory  Remarks 
on  the  Merits  of  the  Author,  and  the  Piobity  of  his  In- 
tention . 

To  the  FREEMEN  of  the  City  of  Canterbury. 
Gentlemen, 

E  Election  of  your  Reprefentatives  in  Par- 
liament  drawing  near,  I  beg  Leave  to  offer 
fome  Things  to  your  Confideration,  which  I  hope 
may  be  of  Service  at  this  critical  Juncture,  where  the 
eooleftConduR  is  required  ;  and  yet  (with  Concern 
I  fpeak  it)  the  Heat  and  ill  Temper  of  fome  among 
us  give  Me  too  little  Reafon  to  hope  for  any. 
"  Be  That  as  it  will,  my  Affedlion  for  my  Fellow- 
Citizens  calls  upon  Me  to  fhew  Them  the  Rock  ;  and 
if  They  fplit  upon  it,  They  can  only  blame  Them- 
felves. 

«'  The  OATH  then,  that  is  to  be  taken  by  this  late 
Aft  of  Parliament,  is  the  Milftone,  that  will  grind 
you  to  Pieces,  if  you  do  not  ward  off  the  Blo.v ;  and 
iiirely  had  Gendemen  confider'd  enough  the  Con- 

n  fe^ucnces 
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"  fequences  of  it,  They  would  never  have  confented 
"  to  it. 

"  I  fpeak  as  a  Cbrijlian  to  cbriftian  Eletfors ;  and 
"  it  puts  Me  in  Mind  of  another  Bill,  carried  on  by 
«'  a  noble  Lord  of  more  Wit  than  Charity,  who  faid 
"  l>y  that  Sill  He  bad  damtfd  one  Part  of  tbt  Nation, 
"  andftarvtd  the  otbtr. 

"  It  puts  an  intire  Stop  to  all  Arts  of  CHARITY  j 
*'  as  for  Inftance,  had  any  Candidate  been  inclined  to 
"  have  paid  off  your  heavy  Workboufe  Debt,  it  rmift 
"  have  precluded  the  Votes  of  a  great  many  Conicien- 
**  ces  truly  fcrupulous ;  and  I  queftion  much  whether 
*'  tbcfe  Garments  lately  given  to  poor  People  and  their 
"  Children  may  not  be  conftrued  Bribery,  when  to  be 
"  fure  it  could  come  from  no  other  Defign  than 
"  (loathing  the  Naked. 

, "  But  to  the  Point.  As  the  Cafe  now  ftands,  my 
"  Brethren,  I  do  advife  You,  as  far  as  You  can,  to 
"  favc  this  City  from  Judgments,  that  may  hang  over 
"  it  by  the  Guilt  of  Perjury ;  for  I  hear  at  prclent 
"  They  are  determined  to  fcuear  the  Eleft'on.  Con- 
"  fider  how  many  poor,  inconfiderate>  drunken  Peo- 
'*  p!e  there  may  be,  who  will  take  rajb  Oaths  ;  and 
"  it  is  only  in  their  Power  to  prevent  it  by  the  follow- 
*'  ing  Method. 

"  Let  the  three  Candidates  and  their  chief  Friends 
"  meet  and  agree  that  no  Oath  fhall  be  tender 'd,  (and 
"  if  They  do  agree,  I  can't  fee  who  will  offer  to  de- 
*'  mand  it,  without  their  Approbation)  and  the  Bufi- 
**  nefs  is  done.  By  this  Means,  you  will  fave  the  Souls 
«'  of  many  People  from  Perdition,  and  their  Families 
'*  from  Ruin.  Confider  the  Fate  of  Dover,  who  are 
'*  now  ruining  each  other  with  Action  upon  Aflion?, 
"  and  be  wile  at  other  People's  Colls.  Should  all,  or 
«'  any  one  Candidate  reftifc  to  oblige  You,  let  the  Re- 
"  fuj'er,  or  Refufers,  lofe  your  Favour,  and  You  will 
"  cafily  find  other  Gentlemen  of  Fortunes  and  Abilities 
"  to  fupply  their  Places.  This,  Gentlemen,  I  advife 

"  You 
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"  You  to  from  no  other  Motive  but  a  true,  chrtflian 
"  Zeal  to  prevent  the  Mifchiefs,  that  mult  enfue, 
'«  mould  this  Oath  be  adminifter'd. 

"  One  Word  more,  Gentlemen,  and  I  have  done ; 
"  and  That  is,  that  I  am  glad  I  have  this  Opportuni- 
"  ty  of  vindicating  one  of  your  Candidates  from  the 
"  Afperfion  thrown  upon  Him,  on  Occafion  of  a  late 
"  Advertifement,  viz.  that  by  That  He  openly  avows 
"  BRIBERY :  and  CORRUPTION.  No;  the  very  Words 
"  won't  bear  it.  He  openly  and  honeftly  declares  that 
"  He  voted  AGAINST  the  Bill  to  PREVENT  Bribery 
"  end  Corruption.  He  thought  the  Reafons  were  fo  ob- 
"  vious,  the  Oath  fo  terrible,  there  was  no  Need  to 
"  mention  either  them,  or  // ;  a  Resolution  becoming 
"  a  Cbriftian,  tho'  perhaps  not  a  modern  Patriot. 

"  For  my    Part,  I  and  my  Family  have  voted  for 
"  Him  many  Years ;  and  He  hath  furely  laid  a  frefti 
"  Obligation  upon  Me  and  all  Hop-Planters  by  his  late 
"  Dilligence  and  Afliduity  in  procuring  an  Aft  to  pre- 
vent all  clandeftine  Importation  of  foreign  Hops  ;  and 
when  other  Gentlemen  were  fatisfy'd  with  laying 
only  a  Penalty  upon  every  Pound  of  Hops,  He  was 
refolved  to  ftrike  at  the  Root,  and  got  a  Claufe   to 
have  them   burnt:    I  muft  confefs,   I   can  go   no 
where  in  Canterbury,  but  I  fee  feveral  Objects  of  his 
Benevolence   towards    my   Fellow-Citizens ;     fome 
Perfons  advanced  in  the  World  ;   others  laved  from 
Poverty,  and  even   Death.     And  furely,    my  Bre- 
thren, I  mould  be  forry  to  fee  our  City  diverted  of 
all  Help,  in  Time  of  Need,   (for  I  am  afraid  our 
Prudence  is  not  very  great )  and  fo  far  from  the  Throne 
"  as  it  muft  be,  if  this  Gentleman  mould  not  reprefent 
"  us.     Not  that  I  believe  it  will  be  fo ;   for  I  flatter 
"   myfelf,  how  corrupt  focver  We  are,  We  have  not 
4 '  loft  our  Gratitude. 

"  Thefe,  Gentlemen,  are  my  own  Thoughts,  which 
"  I  was  determined  to  communicate  to  You.  If  We 
•"  do  not  agree  in  Opinion,  I  heartily  lament  it.  If 

44  We 
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"  We  do,  We  (hall  fhew  ourfelves  People  of  Honour 
"  and  Gratitude,  and  have  the  Pleasure  of  fa-i'ing  * 
"  great  many  Souls,  and  hiding  a  Multitude  of  Sins. 

I  am  your  moft  affectionate  Brother, 
April  26,  1734.  J.  C. 

The  foregoing  Epiftle  is  written  with  fuch  an  Air  of 
ebriftian  Zeal  and  Charity,  that  the  Author  feems  de- 
firous  to  impofe  Himfelf  on  the  World  for  one  of  the 
reverend  Dignitaries  of  Canterbury ;  but  the  Charity, 
which  He  takes  fo  much  Pains  to  inculcate,  is  much  of 
the  fame  Kind  with  That  recommended  by  Father  Do- 
minick  in  the  Spamjh  Fryar ;  viz.  a  corrupt  Reward 
for  doing  wicked  andfcandalous  Jibs. 

The  late  AS  again/}  Bribery  hath  given  great  and 
grievous  Offence  to  a  certain  Party  amongft  us ;  who, 
having  forfeited  the  natural  Affections  of  the  People  by 
their  former  Conduct,  can  entertain  no  Hopes  of  re- 
conciling Them  to  their  IntereU  but  by  corrupt  Methods, 
and  therefore  endeavour  to  remove  this  Obftaele  out  of 
their  Way.  It  is  indeed  the  Rock,  upon  which  They 
are  afraid  of  fplittitig,  and  the  Mil/lone,  that  viUl 
grind  Them  to  Pieces. 

I  never  was  an  Advocate  for  the  Multiplication  of 
Oaths,  which  I  always  thought  to  be  a  Thing  of  dan- 
gerous Confequence ;  but  if  Swearing  was  ever  necef- 
iary  and  juilihable,  it  is  certainly  fo  upon  this  Occafi- 
on,  in  order  to  preferve  the  Freedom  of  Eleftions,  that 
great  Bulwark  of  our  Conftitution,  and  Corneritohe  of 
all  our  Liberties.  On  the  other  Hand,  what  can  be 
more  ridiculous  than  to  hear  tbefe  Men  preaching  againft 
the  Impofition  of  Oaths,  who  have  already  prollituted 
them  in  fuch  a  Manner,  as  to  render  the  Negleft  of 
them  almoll  proverbial ;  and  lately  projected  a  Scheme, 
which  would  have  render*d  the  ftrid  Obfervation  of 
them  abfolutclv  impracticable  ? 

It 
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It  might  have  been  expefted  that  a  Writer t  who 
affecls  fo  much  P/V/y  and  Regard  for  the  Souls  ofMjen^ 
would  have  endeavour'd  to  divert  the  Judgments  of 
God,  which  He  feenas  to  apprehend,  by  exhorting  his 
Fellow-Citizens  in  the  molt  pathetick  Manner  to  avoid 
theGvi/t  of  Per  jury,  and  give  their  Votes  freely,  ac- 
cording to  the  beft  of  their  Judgment,  without  any 
torrupt  Influence,  This,  I  (ay,  would  have  been  more 
confiflent  with  the  Character  of  fo  cenfcientious  a  Wri- 
ter, than  advifmg  Them  to  defeat  the  Intention  of  the 
Legiflature,  by  obliging  their  Candidates  to  agree  that 
no  O»th  jhou'd  be  tendered,  and  thereby  opening  a 
Door  for  Corruption,  which  is  certainly  a  Sin,  as  well 
as  Perjury  ;  efpecially  in  a  Point  of  fo  much  Confe- 
quence  as  the  Choice  of  a  free  Parliament,  and  the 
Safety  of  our  Conftitution. 

Ai  to  our  Author 's  Apprehenfions  tliat  tbis  Lara  «•//'/ 
put  an  intire  Stop  to  all  A3  i  of  Charity,  it  is  certain  that 
Chanty  may  degenerate  into  Corruption ;  or,  to  fpeak 
more  properly,  Corruption  may  be  praclilcd  under  the 
Pretence  of  Charity  ;  but  I  deny  that  the  Aft  was  der 
fign'd  to  prevent  any  publick  Benefaflions,  or  that  it 
can  be  juftly  conftrued  in  fuch  a  Senfe.  It  relates  only 
to  perfonal  Gratifications,  of  a  corrupt  Nature,  by  Way 
of  Bargain  and  Sale  for  Votes.  Befides,  I  mould  b« 
glad  to  know  how  it  comes  to  pafs  that  Gentlemen 
iiiould  have  fo  much  uncommon  Generality  and  Bene- 
volence juit  upon  the  Point  of  an  Eletiitn,  more  than 
at  any  other  Time.  There  are  Opportunities  enough 
for  the  moll  charitable  Cbriftiant  to  open  the  Bowels 
of  their  Compafiion,  without  any  Danger  of  Profecu- 
ticns,  or  even  the  Sufpicion  of  private  Ends  ;  and  if 
tbn  Gentleman  Himfelf  mould  be  pioufly  difpofed  to 
pay  the  Workhoufe  Debt  He  mentions,  to  death  all  tke 
Kaked  in  Canterbury,  or  even  to  rebuild  the  Mttropdi- 
tan  Church  there,  1  will  undertake  to  indemnify  Him 
from  sll  the.  Penalties  of  that  AT. 

VOL.  XII.  T  I  cannot 
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I  cannot  think  it  very  politick  in  Him  to  mention 
the  Cafe  of  Dover,  Where  open  Bribery  was  not  only 
added  to  notorious  Influence  of  another  Kind,  but  Jome 
Perfom  were  not  afhamed  to  encourage  the  People  in 
their  Corruption  and  Perjury,  by  affuring  Them  that  all 
fuch  Offences  would  be  wiped  away  by  an  Aft  of  Grace, 
as  foon  as  the  Parliament  meets. 

Something  of  this  Kind  was  likewife  done  at  Canter- 
bury ;  for  it  appears  by  the  Paper  before  us  that  one  of 
the  Candidates  thought  fit  to  purge  Himfelf,  in  a  pub- 
lick  Advertifement,  from  the  Imputation  of  having 
voted  FOR  the  Bill  agaivft  Bribery  and  Corruption,  and 
to  promife  bis  AJJiftance  in  the  REPEAL  of  it.  This 
Advertifement,  which  I  find  in  the  fame  Paper,  runs 
thus ;  viz. 

**  Whereas  it  hath  been  reported  that  1  voted  for  a 
"  late  Bill  againft  Bribery  and  Corruption,  which  con- 
•'  tains  an  Oath  to  be  taken  by  the  Electors,  ( who  have 
41  a  Right  to  vote  at  the  Election  of  Members  to  ferve 
"  for  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain)  before  He  is 
"  admitted  to  poll  at  the  fame  Election  ;  I  think  my- 
"  felf  obliged  to  declare  upon  my  Honour,  that  I  voted 
"  AGAINST  tbe  faid  Bill,  and  determined  ( if  1  could 
"  have  had  the  Opportunity )  to  have  afiifted  in  the 

•'  REPEAL  of  it 1  take  this  Occafion   to  defire 

"  the  Freemen  to  excule  Me  for  not  paying  my  jRe- 
"  fpccb,  and  making  more  early  Application  to  Them, 
"  becaufe  I  was  obliged  to  attend  in  Parliament,  in  or- 
"  der  to,  promote  a  Bill  of  great  Confequence  to  the 
"  Hip-Planters,  for  the  Benefit  of.  this  City  and  Neigh- 
••  bonrhood. 

Witneft  my  Han 'd, 

T.    H. 

The  Letter-writer  tells  us  that  this  Advtrtifemtnt 
occafion'd  an  Afperfion  to  be  thrown  upon  the  Gentle- 
man, as  if  He  openly  ai'ovfd  Bribery  and  Corruption  ; 
whereas  it  is  plain  that  He  only  openly  difavtw'd  tbe 

Bill 
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Bill  to  prevent  them,  and  exprefs'd  his  Refolution  to 
affift  in  the  Repeal  of  it.  What  Pity  is  it  that  the 
Freemen  of  Canterbury  would  not  put  it  in  his  Power 
to  execute  a  Retblution,  Jo  becoming  a  Chriftian,  though 
perhaps  r,ot  a  modern  Patriot  ? 

When  the  Gentkman  was  engaged  in  this  Vindica- 
tion of  Himfelf,  I  wonder  He  did  not  particularize  hi* 
Merits  a  little  farther  ;  for  perhaps  He  might  have  ad- 
ded, upon  his  Honour,  that  He  voted  for  the  famous 
1150007.  the  Heffian  Troops,  the  Jlandlng  Army,  the 
Revival  of  the  Salt  Duty,  the  late  Exc'ife Scheme,  and 
the  Vote  of  Confidence,  as  well  as  again  it  the  Repeal  of 
the  feptennial  Aft,  the  Penfion  Bill,  Place  Bill,  Army 
Bill,  and  other  unchriitian  Attempts  of  our  modern 
Patriots,  in  Behalf  of  Liberty. 

The  Letter-writer  concludes  with  denouncing  his 
Anathema  againft  his  Fellow -Citizens,  if  They  did  not 
chule  this  Gentleman  to  reprefent  Them.  Woe  unto 
Thee,  Woe  unto  Thee,  faith  He,  Q  City  0/"Canterbuiy  ! 
Divefied  /halt  Thou  be  of  ell  Htfy  in  Time  cfNeed,  and 
the  kindly  Rays  of  the  THRONE  Jball  be  withdrawn 
from  Thee  ! 

Thus  ends  this  notable  Apology  for  Corruption ; 
which  the  pious  Mr.  y.  C.  recommends  to  all  good 
Chriilians,  as  the  only  Expedient  to  fave  a  great  many 
Souls,  and  bide  a  Multitude  of  Sir.s.  "  A. 


Tz  SATURDAY, 
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. 


i  H  E  Elections  for  this  Part  of  Great  Bri- 
tain being  now  generally  over,  J  fhall 
make  fome  Obfcrvations  on  the  Courie 
of  them,  and  leave  the  Publick  to  judge 
whether  the  Court-Writers  have  any 
P.eafon  to  triumph  fo  much  on  their  Suc- 
tels,  as  They  have  lately  done. 

i  lhall  not  enter  into  any  Examination  of  all  thofe 
various  Method?,  which  were  previoufly  taken  by  the 
F.ivour  ites  cf  Power  to  fecure  the  Election  ofThem- 
fclve.%  their  Creatures  and  Dependents;  fuch  as  the 
laudable  Artifices  etnploy'd  to  pocure  returning  Offi- 
rers  in  Borough?,  the  Nomination  of  proper  Sheriffs  for 
Counties,  and  fome  other  Expedients,  which  are  no  Se- 
crcts  to  the  World.  It  will  be  iufiicient,  at  preient,  to 
coimr.ence  our  Observations  from  the  Clofe  of  the  laji 
Parliament. 

The  firll  Thing  remarkable  is  the  uncommon  Expe- 
dition, and  even  Precipitation,  in  chufing  a  new  Repre~ 
jentative  ;  for  it  cannot  have  efcaped  any  Body's  No- 
tice that  the  laft  Parliament  was  prorogued  one  Day,  a 
Proclamation  was  order'd  for  diflotving  it  the  next,  and 
the  Writs  for  electing  a  new  one  bore  Tefte  on  the  third  ; 
Jo  that  many  Gentlemen,  who  thought  it  incumbent 
upon  Them  to  attend  their  Duty  in  Town,  and  not 
fufter  any  furreptitious  Points  to  be  carry  'd,  without 
bearing  their  Tcflimony  againft  them,  had  not  Time 
to  vifit  their  Boroughs,  or  at  leatt  to  make  the  proper 
Application  to  their  Electors,  by  explaining  the  Rea- 
fonsof  their  Conduft,  and  the  prefem  Situation  of  Af- 

fair?. 
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fairs.  I  call  This  a  proper  Application,  in  Con  trad  if. 
tinflion  to  all  corrupt  Influence  ;  and  in  many  Places 
it  is  abfolutely  neceiiary  ;  efpecially  at  a  Time,  when 
Multitudes  of  mercenary  Pamphlets  and  Papers  are  dif- 
.perfed  through  all  Parts  of  the  Kingdom,  to  poifon  the 
natural,  honell  Principles  of  the  People,  and  no  Me- 
thods are  left  unemploy'd  to  deprive  Them  of  Informa- 
tion on  the  other  Side. 

In  the  next  Place,  I  muft  obferve  that  the  Elections 
of  tbofe  Plates,  which  were  fufficiendy  prepared  to 
chufe  their  Representatives,  according  to  Dircclion,  hap- 
pen'd  very  luckily  to  come  on  firft;  (for  I  will  not  fup- 
pofe  that  it  was  by  any  particular  Management)  and 
Thofe,  who  appear'd  fallen  and  out  of  Humour  at  fome 
late  Meaftires,  had  Time  given  Them  to  cool  and  con- 

fult  their  true  Intereft . Out  of  Reformer  Clafs  I 

mufl  indeed  except  the  antient  Dukedom  of  Csrntoal, 
which  was  referved,  by  the  fame  happy  Accident,  as 
an  Afylum  for  thofe  worthy  Gentlemen,  who  have  been 
excifed  out  of  their  own  Counties  and  Boroughs  by  the 
Pievifhnefs.  of  the  People,  and  the  invidious  Conftru&i- 
on  of  their  late  Behaviour. 

The  mimflerial  Scribblers  feem  to  be  in  high  Delight, 
upon  this  Occafion,  and  flatter  Themfelves  that  the  Re- 
turn of  a  new  Parliament  will  imirely  filence  all  our 
Pretences  to  Popularity ;  but,  if  We  may  take  Mr.  Ra- 
//Vs  Opinion,  there  is  no  true  Judgment  to  be  made 
of  the  Senfe  of  the  People  by  the  Choice  of  their  Repre- 
jtntaiives.  Whether  this  Obfervation  will  hold  good 
in  general,  I  mall  not  pretend  to  determine  ;  but  i:  ii 
certainly  ib  in  a  very  great  Degree  ;  for  if  We  confider 
the  particular  Members,  who  compofe  the  Body  of  a 
Britijb  Houfe  of  Commons,  We  mail  rind  that  a  Majority 
of  Them  are  fent  from  Sea-port  Townr,  govern'd  by 
mimflerial  Influence,  and  little  beggarly  Borough?, 
whofe  Poverty  makes  Them  an  eafy  Piey  to  the  Baits  of 
Corruption.  Moil  of  Thefe  are  become,  in  too  great 
a  Meaioic,  the  Property  of  Men  in  Office;  and  it  -u. 
T  3  o: 
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of  Them  prefame  to  refufe  a  RECOMMENDATION 
from  their  refpeftive  Principals,  They  are  loolc'd  upon 
as  a  Sort  of  Rebels,  and  muft  expeft  to  be  treated  ac- 
cordingly. It  would  be  endlefs,  and  is  almoft  impolli- 
ble,  to  enumerate  the  various  Kinds  of  Influence,  which 
our  Debts,  Taxes,  and  Funds  have  already  created. 
There  is  not  a  City,  or  Corporation,  in  the  whole  uni- 
ted Kingdom,  where  this  Evil  does  not  prevail  in  A 
great  Degree;  and  if  it  is  fufrer'd  to  increafe  upon  us, 
as  it  hath  lately  done,  mod  of  the  Boroughs  will  be- 
come little  more  than  the  Tools  of  a  Prirr.c-Minifter ; 
for  I  am  informed  that  it  is  lately  made  a  Rule  not  to 
admit  any  Perfon  into  the  meaneft  Employments,  un- 
lefs  He  is  duly  qualify 'd  to  ferve  his  King  and  Country 
•with  a  Vote  for  Members  of  Parliament ;  and  it  is  cur- 
rently reported  that  the  Election  of  one  Borough,  where 
there  happens  to  be  a  great  Number  of  Bargemen,  was 
abfolutely  carry 'd  by  granting  Them  Prcteflions  from 
the  late  Imprejs.  I  cannct  fay  whether  the  lame  Indul- 
gences have  been  difpenfed  in  any  other  Places  ;  but  it 
is  certainly  a  Precedent,  which  will  admit  of  great  Im- 
provements, and  I  leave  it  to  the  Confederation  of  our 
Corniotfears  in  Eleflions,  whether  it  might  not  be  of 
Ufe,  at  thefeTime?,  to  iffue  out  large  Numbers  of  Prefs 
Warrants,  in  order  to  alarm"  the  Sea-faring  Part  of  the 
Nation,  and  oblige  Them  to  commute,  by  ferving  their 
Country  at  borne,  inftead  of  abroad. 

It  is  therefore  poffible  that  the  minifterial  Writers 
may  have  fome  Reafon  to  exult  on  their  Succefs  in  the 
Boroagk-Eleflions',  for,  confidering  how  the  Cafe  is, 
I  am  rather  inclined  to  wonder  that  the  Country  Party 
have  been  able  to  make  any  Stand  at  all  in  thofe  Places ; 
but  I  muft  beg  Leave  to  differ  from  tbefe  Gentlemen, 
if  They  produce  fuch  Inftanccs  as  any  Proof  that  the 
Senfe  of  the  People  is  on  their  Side.  This  is  to  be  fcen 
belt  in  the  E  left  ions  for  Knigbtf  of  the  Shire ;  for  tho' 
there  is  not  one  County  in  England,  where  the  fame 
miniflerial Inftaejtce  docs  not  prevsil  in  fome  Degree, 

(and 
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(and  in  fevera!,  it  prevails  to  a  very  high  Degree)  yet 
as  the  Body  of  the  Inhabitants,  in  every  Shire,  is  ge- 
nerally affembled  upon  thefe  Occafions,  We  may  eafijy 
judge  from  the  Voice  of  the  People  what  are  the  genuine 
Sentiments  of  the  People  ;  and  if  thofe  modeft  Writers, 
who  boaft  fo  much  of  their  Succefs,  will  be  pleafed  to 
look  over  the  Lift  of  Knights  of  the  Shire,  I  believe 
They  will  find  atleaft  THREE  TO  ONE  chofen  againft 
Them.  I  might  add  that  thefe  Gentlemen,  having 
large  Properties  in  their  refpeftive  Counties,  are  able 
to  purchale  four  Times  the  Number  of  Thofe,  who  are 
generally  returned  from  the  little  Boroughs  ;  many  of 
Them  have  been  chofen  without  any  Oppofition,  and 
fome  of  Them  in  Counties,  where  thefe  petty  Corpora- 
tions abound  moft. 

I  muft  particularly  mention  the  late  Eleftion  for  the 
County  of  KENT,  which  was  carry'd  by  a  very  great, 
and  almoft  incredible  Majority,  when  We  connder  the 
prodigious  Influence  on  the  other  Side  ;  viz.  three  Docks, 
two  Epifcopal  Sees,  and  four  Cinque  Ports,  befides  that 
infinite  Multitude  of  Revenue  Officers,  who  fwarm 
round  the  whole  Coaft,  and  hold  all  the  lower  Sort  of 
People  in  Dependence. 

Nothing  therefore  can  be  more  ridiculous  than  to 
colleft  the  Senfe  of  the  People  from  the  Borough  Elefli- 
ons  ;  for  if  \\&C:iJicm-Houfe,  \htExcife-Offiee  and  the 
three  great  Companies  were  each  of  Them  allow'd  to 
fetid  two  Reprefentatives  to  Parliament,  the  minifterial 
Writers  might  argue  with  as  much  Reafon  that  thefe 
Eleftititn  would  determine  the  Senfe  of  the  City  of 
London. 

I  know  They  will  alledge  that  all  the  Members  of  the 
Houfe  ef  Commons  are  upon  a  Foot  of  Equality,  and 
therefore  They  are  fure  of  a  Majority.  For  the  Sake 
of  England,  I  wifh  They  may  hnd  rhemlelves  mif- 
taken  ;  but  I  hope  the  Court'- Writers  will  be  fo  mo- 
deft,  for  the  future,  as  not  toinlift  on  the  general 
Senfe  of  the  People  ;  nor  to  fay  that  every  Bcdy,  except 

tbt 
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tbe  Craftfman,  bath  done  with  the  EXCISE;  for  the 
late  Elections  are  fufficient  to  convince  Them  that  it  is 
neither  forgot  nor  forgiven  by  the  Body  of  the  Nation, 
who  have  hollow'd  it  down  in  fuch  a  Manner  through 
the  whole  Kingdom,  that  a  Minifter  muft  be  very  def- 
perate,  or  very  arbitrary,  who  will  ever  venture  to 
attempt  it  again. 

Indeed  thofe  Perfons,  who  have  dared  to  violate  fo 
ftrift  and  folemn  an  Aft  as  That  againil  Bribery  and 
Corruption,  may  be  juftly  thought  capable  of  any  Thing; 
and  that  there  are  fuch  Men  amongft  us,  the  late  Elec- 
tions give  us  too  melancholy  a  Proof.  Some  have  had 
the  profligate  Aflurance  to  offer  their  Bribes  publickly 
at  Market-Croffes,  in  open  Defyance  of  that  Law,  and 
to  promife  the  poor  deluded  People  that  all  Profecu- 
tions  upon  it  will  be  ftopt  by  an  Aft  of  Grace  *  which 
is  as  much  as  to  fay ;  Gentlemen,  if  you  are  not  a- 
fraid  of  tbe  Penalties  of  Corruption  arid  Perjury  in 
another  World,  you  may  depend  upon  Indemnity  here. 
Others  have  been  fo  modeft  as  to  content  Themfelves 
with  condemning  that  Aft,  and  exprefling  their  ho- 
nourable Resolution  to  affiflin  tbe  Repeal  of  it,  if  They 
jbould  ever  bave  an  Opportunity.  But  We  may  fefely 
rely  on  his  Majefty's  Goodneft,  that  He  will  fcorn  to 
pardon  fo  flagitious  a  Crime  as  Corruption,  back'd 
\v\\}\  Perjury,  and  We  have  Reafon  to  hope  that  our 
Reprefentatives  will  never  repeal  the  only  Law,  which 
can  fecure  the  Freedom  of  Elefiions ;  for  notwithftand- 
ing  all  the  vile  Artifices,  which  have  been  put  in  Prac- 
tice to  defeat  it,  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  it  hath  al- 
ready had  fome  Effcft,  and  will  certainly  have  a  great 
deal  more,  if  it  is  put  vigorously  in  Execution  againfl 
the  Corruptors  and  the  Corrupted.  I  am  inform'd  that 
there  is  Evidence  actually  in  Hand,  fufficient  to  mate 
fome  Examples  of  both ;  and  if  Tbofe,  who  are  thus 
arm'd,  fhould  be  prcvail'd  on  to  Icreen  fucb  Delinqutnti, 
They  will  draw  great  Part  of  the  Guilt  on  Them.elves, 

and 
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and  forfeit  all  Right  to  the  Favour  of  their  boneft  Coun- 
trymen for  the  future. 

But  as  the  Obfervance  of  this  Aft  hath  already  been 
of  great  Service  to  fome  Gentlemen,  and  the  Viola- 
tion of  it  hath  deprived  others  of  their  natural  Right, 
I  hope  They  will  both  unite  in  bringing  the  Offen- 
ders againlr,  it  To  condign  Punifhment.  One  or  two 
Convictions  in  Weftminfter-Hallv;<yu\&  create  fuch  a 
Precedent,  as  might  eitablifh  this  excellent  Law  for 
ever,  and  deter  the  moil  harden'd  Agen'i  of  Corruption 
from  attempting  to  break  through  it  again. 

Having  made  thefe  Remarks  on  the  Courfe  of  tie 
Eleclions,  I  cannot  conclude  without  taking  fome  No- 
tice of  thofe  Practice?,  which  too  often  fucceed  the 
Choice  of  »  new  Parliament ;  I  mean  what  is  com- 
monly, though  fomewhat  improperly,  call'd  WEED- 
ING 'the  Hiufe;  for  if  We  examine  the  Condud  of  our 
political  Gardiner;,  upon  thefe  Occafions,  We  fhall  find 
that  They  frequently  root  up  the  Flowers,  and  plant 
the  ranked  Weeds  in  their  Room.  Menaces,  of  this 
Kind,  have  been  already  thrown  out  very  liberally 
againft  feveral  Members,  who  are  chofen  on  the  Coun- 
try Intercft  ;  and,  if  I  am  not  mifinform'd,  fome  of 
our  molt  noted  Borough -Jobbers  adlually  retain'd  Coun- 
cil, before  the  Eleflions  began,  to  defend  thefe  laudable 
Practices ;  fo  that  Thofe,  who  are  fhut  out  of  the  Houle 
at  the  Fore-Door,  may  have  a  Back-Door  open'd  to 
Them,  and  prefs  Themfelves,  as  it  were,  into  the  Ser- 
vice of  their  Country. 

The  Freedom  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  depends  fb 
much  on  the  Freedom  of  Elections,  that  a  Committee  is 
always  appointed  for  that  Purpofe,  at  the  Beginning  of 
every  Parliament ;  and  without  fome  Regulation  of  that 
Kind,  the  Houle  might  be  fill'd  with  Members  ille- 
gally return'd ;  but  this  Provifion,  like  all  others,  is  lia- 
ble to  very  great  Abufes,  and  there  have  been  fo  many 
Contefts  about  the  Right  of  Voting,  and  the  Conduct 
of  returning  Officers,  that  it  affords  a  Pretence  for  a 

Multitude 
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Multitude  of  Petitions ;  which  puts  it  in  the  Power  of 
a  Minijler,  who  may  gain  an  abfohue  Afcendency  in 
that  Place,  to  nominate  the  Jilting  Member j,  and  there- 
by model  the  Houfe  to  his  own  Purpofes. 

Such  Practices  as  thefe  have  occafion'd  great  Com- 
plaints in  former  Times ;  and,  if  We  may  give  Cre- 
dit to  fome  Papers  lately  publifh'd,  or  the  confident 
Difcourfes  of  a  certain  Set  of  Men,  there  feems  to  be  a 
Defign  of  reviving  them  at  prefent ;  for  We  have  been 
given  to  underftand  that  the  Right  of  bonwrary  Free- 
men is  to  be  iet  afide,  wherever  their  Votes  have 
ferved  the  Country  Party ;  particularly  in  the  Bo- 
roughs of  St.  Albeit?*,  Southampton  and  Northampton. 
At  the  fame  Time,  fome  nice  Diftinftion,  perhaps,  will 
be  found  out  to  eftabliffi  it  in  other  Pisces,  where  it 
hath  been  made  fubfervient  to  the  oppcfite  Intereft  ;  eP 
pecially  at  Maiden  and  Liverpooh ;  where  it  is  noto- 
rious that  the  Returns  have  been  abfolutely  founded  on 
the  Votes  of  bonourary  Freemen,  made  for  that  Pur- 
pofe.  The  Cafe  of  Liverpool  is  particularl).  remark- 
able ;  there  having  been  no  lefs  than/*  hundred  of  thefe 
tccajional  Toa/s  made  within  two  or  three  Years  pair, 
compofed  of  Cuftom-boufe,  Excife  and  Salt-Officers,  mi- 
litary Gentlemen,  both  by  Sea  and  Land,  unprefcr'd 
Clergymen,  and  venal  Dependents  of  every  Sort,  col- 
leded  from  all  Parts  of  the  Kingdom. 

This,  I  fay,  is  what  the  Creatures  of  Power  have 
had  the  Infolcnce  to  threaten  ;  but  I  hope  both  (Thej 
and  their  Mafter  will  be  deceived  in  their  fond  Imagi- 
nations, and  that  the  Gentlemen  elected  for  the  enfu- 
ing  Parliament  will  not  fufter  Themfelves  to  be  made 
the  Tools  of  any  defperate  Miniflery  but  form  all  their 
Refolutions,  botn  of  a  publick  and  private  Nature,  by 
the  ftrifteft  Rules  of  Honour  and  JufUce.  D. 


SATURDAY, 
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O  venalis  Civitas !  jam  jam  peritura^  fe  Emptorem 
inverter  is  ! 

HERE  cannot  be  a  more  certain  Symp- 
tom of  approaching  Ruin  to  any  Coun- 
try, than  the  Manifeftation  of  a  general 
Difrcgard  to  publick  Virtue.  An  open 
Avowal  of  luch  Principles  as  tend  to  the 
Deftruclion  of  Society,  or  a  Contempt 
of  thofe  Virtues,  which  are  its  Strength  and  Ornament, 
at  firil  only  ftrike  us  with  Horror  and  Indignation  for 
the  particular  Perfbns,  who  betray  fuch  wretched  Sen- 
timents. But  when  We  reflecl  a  little  farther,  they  fill 
us  with  melancholy  Apprehennons;  becaufe  they  plain- 
ly prove  a  Degree  of  Corruption  among  ourielves  beyond 
what  We  mould  at  firft  conceive.  In  a  Country,  where 
the  Government  is  pure,  and  the  Manners  of  the  People 
untainted,  the  Judgment  of  Mankind  ever  runs  fo  itrong- 
ly  to  condemn  the  Profeflbrs  of  thele  bafe  Opinions,  that 
They  dare  not  venture  to  produce  them  to  the  World  ; 
and  as  nothing  but  Honour  and  Principle  will  induce  a 
Man  to  leave  the  falhionable  Way  of  Thinking,  to 
which  fo  many  Advantages  and  Conveniencies  are  al- 
\vais  annex'd,  it  is  evident  that  thofe  Men,  who  are 
deiiimte  of  both,  muft  be  fenfible  that  They  think  with 
the  Majority,  before  They  openly  declare  their  Senti- 
ments. 

But  when  once  the  Bulk  of  the  People  are  thus  vitia- 
ted, there  is  no  Mifchief,  however  remote  it  may  feem 
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to  lie  from  us,  that  is  not  aftually  at  the  Door  ;  and  the 
Change  from  Liberty  to  Slavery,  from  Plenty  to  general 
Diftrefs,  is  often  fo  precipitate  in  Countries  thus  cor- 
rupted, that  the  fame  Men,  who  have  enjoyed  the  Bene- 
fits of  the  pureft  Conftitution  at  the  Beginning  of  their 
Lives,  have  lived  not  only  to  fee  the  Introduction,  but 
to  groan  under  the  Burthen  of  the  moll  ievere  Ty- 
ranny. 

The  Limitations  of  a  Monarchy,  the  Regulations  of 
a  State,  or  what  Wa  call  a  valuable  Conftitution,  are 
juftly  to  be  regarded  and  efteem'd ;  but  no  otherwifc 
than  as  they  naturally  produce  a  good  Efreft  upon  the 
Minds  of  the  People,  which  are  always  influenced  by 
the  Government,  under  which  They  live.  A  good 
Conftitution  is  a  downright  Farce  with  a  corrupted  People. 
Every  good  Law  made  in  it  is  perverted,  or  at  leaft  is 
never  to  be  put  in  Execution ;  and,  in  fhort,  a  Solon,  a 
Lyturgut,  or  a  Mofes,  would  never  be  able  to  form  a 
Government,  fo  as  to  render  a  People  happy,  unlefs  their 
Minds  were  generally  prepared  to  affift  in  the  Admini- 
ftration  of  it.  Though  our  Conftitution  therefore,  mo- 
dell'd  and  limited  as  it  is  at  prefent,  may  be  juftly 
nmk'd  among  the  belt,  that  the  World  has  produced, 
it  is  flill  no  fufficient  Security  to  us ;  for  the  People  are 
degenerated  fo  far,  that  They  arefcarce  able,  or  willing 
to  preferve  it. 

I  think  I  am  fufficiently  juftified  in  this  Opinion,  by 
the  Numbers  of  Thofe,  who  continually  harangue  in 
publick  Companies,  in  order  to  depreciate  Virtue,  to 
banim  thofe  glorious  Principles  from  among  us,  which 
have  hitherto  preferved  us  free,  and  to  turn  into  Ridicule 
all  Thofe,  who  rationally  and  nobly  efpoufe  the  Cauie 
of  Liberty. 

If  an  ambitious  Prince,  or  a  corrupt  Minifter,  fhould 
endeavour  to  eftablim  an  abfolute  Authority  in  this 
Kingdom,  the  furcft  and  fafeft  Method  He  could  purfuc 
would  be  This  of  tainting  the  Minds  and  Manners  of 
the  Nation.  The  Conftitution,  (Chat  is,  the  outward 

Form 
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Form  of  it  might  be  preferved  ;  but  the  Eflence  of  k 
might  be  at  the  lame  Time  exhaufted,  and  the  red  Ad- 
vantages of  it  as  totally  deilroy'd  by  thefe  Means,  as 
by  the  moil  open  Violence,  and  glaring  Aits  of  Ty- 
ranny. We  ought  not  therefore  always  to  fit  contented, 
we  iee  no  maniteft  Deviation  from  the  Letter  of  the 
Law,  from  the  legal  Limits  of  our  Monarchy  ;  for  oia: 
Bulinefs  is  rather  to  fecure  the  real  Benefits  than  the  no- 
minal Reltriftions  of  our  Conftitution. 

The  Forms  of  Liberty  were  long  preferved  in  the 
Roman  Government,  after  the  moil  in  tolerable  Tyranny- 
had  uiurp'd  its  Seat ;  and  we  are  told  that  under  Tibe- 
rius, one  of  their  inoft  execrable  Emperor?,  the  Free- 
dom ot  the  People  was  ftill  in  outward  Shew  prefer- 
ved. The  Senate  was  Hill  employ 'd  in  managing  the 
Bufinefs  of  the  Publick.  Their  Money  was,  for  many 
Ages  after  coiu'd,  by  their  Authority,  as  the  Marks  up- 
on it  teftify  to  this  Hour  ;  and  every  other  publick  Afiair 
received  their  Sanftion  ;  yet,  at  the  fame  Time,  we 
know  the  moft  mocking  Barbarities  were  exerciied  by 
the  Emperors ;  who,  while  their  Aftions  met  with  no 
figmEcant  Oppofition,  were  well  latisfied  that  the 
People  would  itill  flatter  therafdves  with  the  empty 
Shew  of  Power. 

If  Men  would  apply  Tnemfelves  morX?  than  They 
generally  do  to  the  reading  of  antient  Hiilory,  They 
would  iurtly  be  alarm'd  at  our  prefent  Ch  cum  ftan- 
ces ;  and  I  think,  there  is  no  Man,  ho;v  prejudiced  fo- 
ever,  who  would  not  be  convinced,  upon  a  careful  Ex- 
amination into  the  particular  State  of  the  Roman  Empire, 
•under  the  Emperor,  who  lias  been  lately  mention'd,  that 
the  Condition  of  our  own  Country  ij  too  much  like  it  at 
prefent.  The  Manncis  of  the  People  were  corrupted  in 
the  fame  Proportion  :  with  this  Difference,  indeed,  to 
our  Advantage  ;  :  ducx-d  to  iuch  a  Condi- 

tion, under  a  worthy  and  gracious  Prince,  who  dit- 
uains  to  uic  liu  Power:  while  Tlxy  were  unfortunately 
•govern 'd  by  One,  who  endcavoui'd  to  incrcafe  that. 
VOL.  XII.  U  Corruption, 
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Corruption,  and  made  no  Scruple  to  employ  it  fully  to 
the  Gratification  of  his  own  brutal  Paflions. 
.  But  what  a  miferable  Change  ihould  We  foon  feel, 
if  fome  fucceeding  Prince  fhould  arife,  with  different 
Principles  ?  Or,  not  to  carry  the  Point  fo  far,  what 
would  the  Fate  of  this  Nation  be,  if  fome  fecond 
Sejanus,  fome  infamous  Minifter  of  State,  fhould  be  un- 
-fortunately  advanced  ?  Without  fuppofing,  in  fuch  a 
Cafe,  the  Concurrence  of  an  evil  Temper  in  the  Prince, 
a  weak  and  eafy  Difpofition  would  work  the  fame  Ef- 
feft.  Both  of  thefe  might  happen,  and  one  of  them 
from  the  natural  Viciffitude  of  Things  may  be  ex- 
pected. 

If  a  Minifter  mould  be  exalted  here,  with  a  Difpofition 
to  mind  nothing  but  the  Increafe  of  his  private  fortune, 
and  confequently  aim  at  nothing  fo  much  as  to  continue 
Himfelf  in  his  Employment,  tho'  the  Means  weic  ever 
16  -  flagitious  ;  without  taxing  Him  with  the  other  bad 
Qualities  of  that  Romaa  Favourite,  our  Ruin  would 
follow  as  certainly  from  Him,  as  it  could  from  any 
other.  If  He  fingly  fet  about  this  Work,  by  playing 
our  own  Corruption  upon  us,  by  reducing  all  the  Cor- 
porations into  a  venal  Habit,  by  beftowing  only  upon 
filch  as  were  qualified  to  cleft  Members  of  Parliament 
the  inferior  Employments,  and  afterwards  by  confining 
the  larger  and  more  lucrative  to  the  Parliament,  thus 
chofen,  and  to  fuch  of  its  Members,  as  would  accept 
them  upon  the  bale  Tenure  of  doing  all  his  Drudgery  ; 
if  This  fhould  ever  happen,  the  Increalc  of  our  Conupti- 
fin  muft  eafily  be  foreieen,  and  we  may  rcaflily  deter- 
mine that  nothing  could  follow  from  ir,  but  a  total 
and  voluntary  Q>nceffion  of  the  publick  Liberty  10 
the  very  tirft  Prince,  who  mould  (hew  a  Defire  for  it. 
I  mall  not  infmuate  that  any  Minijfff,  now  in  Power 
among  us,  hath  betray'd  a  Difpofition  of  this  Kind, 
or  cndeavour'd  to  fupport  his  Adminiitration  by  thefe 
deftruftivc  Mcafures.  Such  Animadverfions  are  more 
proper  to  be  made  by  every  Man'.s  private  Reflections 

than 
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than  by  a  publick  Pen.  I  mean  only  to  fhew  how 
dangerous  and  defperate  our  Condition  mult  be,  if  Jucb 
a  Genius  fhould  ever  arife  in  this  Kingdom. 

I  think  our  Labours  for  the  publick  Service  arc  well 
juftify'd  by  this  fhort  State  of  our  Cafe  ;  and  yet  we 
are  daily  treated  as  Promoters  of  Sedition,  and  publick 
Incendiaries,  for  endeavouring  to  Hem  die  Torrent  of 
that  general  Corruption,  which  every  Man  of  all  Par- 
ties acknowledges  in  private  Convcriation.  Surely  We 
may  venture  to  give  our  Senfe  of  the  dangerous '  Con- 
Icquences  of  an  Evil,  which  has  proved  fatal  to  every 
Country,  that  has  been  yet  invaded  by  it;  and,  in  Thi?, 
we  aft  with  the  fame  Zeal  to  the  Prince  and  to  the 
Pfople  i  for  however  weak  Men  have  been  flatter'd 
with  the  Temptations  of  abfolute  Authority,  it  is  e- 
qudlly  dangerous  to  the  Perlons,  who  poffeis  it,  as  to 
ThoJc,  who  feel  its  Burthen. 

When  We  cxpofe  to  the  People  the  ill  Effcfts,  that 
mull  refult  from  a  mercenary  Choice  of  their  Reprejen^ 
ttitives,  We  are  pointed  out  as  endeavouring  to  dcftroy 
in  Them  all  Reverence  for  Parliaments ;  and  They 
are  told  that  by  thefe  Means  we  manifeilly  difcover  an 
Intention  to  undermine  the  very  Fundamentals  of  the 
Conilitution.  When  We  argue  againlt  Corruption,  and 
againlt  a  minifterial  Dependence,  we  are  let  forth  as 
Men  intending  todeftioy  the  Prerogative  of  the  Crown. 
When  we  bring  Initances  of  arbitrary  Power,  and  the 
fevereft  Tyranny  introduced  by  Methods  of  Govern- 
ment, which  have  commonly  been  preceded  by  Ibme 
of  the  Circumilances  we  unhappily  labour  under  at 
prefent,  then  We  are  treated  as  Men  aiming  to  dcf- 
troy Monarchy,  and  pave  the  Way  to  a  Republican 
Con/I  itut  ion ;  or,  perhaps,  with  the  ufual  Confiftency, 
which  we  meet  with  in  the  Writings  and  Difcourfes  of 
our  Adverferiey,  pronounced  to  be,  in  the  fame  Breath, 
fecret  Abettors  of  the  Pretender''}  Cauie. 

But  we  fhall  ilill  puri'ue  our  Purpofe,    \vithout  any 

Regard  to  thele  mercenary  Too/.;  of  Power,  who  on  their 
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Side  will  never  carry  any  other  Point  than  Thar,  which 
M  probably  the  only  real  one  They  have  in  View ;  I 
mean  the  filthy  Hire,  for  which  They  babble.  We 
icfer  our  Actions  and  Conduct  to  the  Judgment  of  the 
Publick ;  before  which  Tribunal,  neither  7/fvv,  nor 
their  Mafter,  will  ever  care  to  trull  Themselves.  We 
leave  it  there  to  be  determined,  who  beft  ferves  the 
Pretender-,  Tliey,  who  endeavour  to  raife  a  juit  Senie 
of  Liberty  and  Virtue  in  the  Publick  ;  They,  who  ex- 
ert all  their  Endeavours  to  fix  thofe  Sentiments,  which 
nrutt  naturally  produce  Plenty,  Happinefs  and  Quiet 
in  die  State  ;  or  Thofe,  who  would  infinuate  fuch 
Principles,  as  mult  deitroy  the  Prolperity  and  Freedom 
of  the  People,  upon  which  it  is  plain  to  a  Dcmon- 
ttration  that  the  Quiet  of  the  Nation  does  depend  ;  for 
it  is  not  to  be  expected,  ( I  am  fure  it  is  not  to  be 
hoped  }  that  fo  brave  a  People  would  tamely  part  with 
Chefe  invaluable  Bleffings ;  and,  in  fuch  a  Cornell,  if 
in  any,  that  Ptrjon  can  only  hope  for  Succels. 

Who  take  the  moll  probable  Methods  to  introduce  a 
"Republican  Government  ?  Are  They  the  Men,  \v ho  de- 
clare againll  every  Innovation?  They,  who  eternally 
argue  in  Defence  oftlie  antiiKt  Cc/a/titutiw,  and  direct 
their  Labours  to  no  other  End  than  to  prelerve  it  in 
its  Purity  ?  Or  rather  are  not  Thofe  the  greatei!  Ene- 
jnies  to  Monarchy,  who  would  fupport  it  by  Corrup- 
tion, and  by  thole  Means,  which  every  difcerning  Man 
mult  plainly  fee  would  quickly  render  it  ablblute  r  I 
know  no  one  fo  much  a  Republican,  as  not  to  be  con- 
tented with  a  Libeity,  fecured,  protected  and  main- 
tain'd,  as  it  may  be,  by  our  monarchical  CanftitHtie*, 
limited  as  it  is,  and  preierved  in  Chattily.  But  then, 
1  know  tew  io  little  dilpofed  to  the  Commonwealth 
Principle,  as.  not  to  prefer  that  Kind  of  Government 
to  abfoltite  Power.  He  therefore,  who  aims  at  more 
than  is  confident  with  Liberty  in  this  Kingdom,  for- 
ces the  Modetty  of  the  People,  and  will  drive  Them 

fiom 
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from  a  Principle  of  felf-Prefervation  to  efpoule  thofc  O- 
pinions,  which  nothing  clfe  can  even  difpofe  Them  to 
entertain. 

The  fame  may  be  faid  of  the  -Prerogative  of  the 
Crown.  The  Prerogative,  as  far  as  it  is  confiflent  with 
that  Liberty,  which  I  muft  beg  Leave  to  call  the  grand 
Fundamental  of  this  Conftitution,  is  as  dear  to  every 
Man  as  his  private  Property ;  becaufe  his  private  Pro- 
perty depends  upon  the  Conllitution,  of  which  That 
alfo  is  a  Parr.  But  if  thefe  Traytors  to  the  Prince  and 
Country  mould  endeavour  to  raife  the  Power  of  the 
Crown  by  artful  Means  and  Ways,  unthought  of  by 
our  Ancestors,  and  confequently  not  guarded  againft  by 
Them,  I  mould  be  glad  to  be  inform'd  how  fucb  a 
Power  once  attain'd  could  be  diminifh'd,  but  by  a  Di- 
minution of  the  Prerogative;  and  I  would  ask,  (n 
fuch  a  Cafe,  in*  fuch  a  Conteft  between  Liberty  and 
Prerogative,  what  Man  would  fcruple  to  pare  the  onet 
before  he  would  fubmit  to  loie  the  other? 

To  perfuade  the  People  that  we  endeavour  to  de- 
ftroy  their  Veneration  for  Parliaments,  is  an  Infinu- 
ation  as  weak  as  the  Attempt  would  be  vain.  They 
are  univerfally  fenfible  that  Liberty  can  never  be  pre- 
ferved  but  by  a  Refrtfntative  from  amcng  Tijemfehet ; 
and  tho'  their  Indignation  and  Apprehenfions  might 
naturally  lead  Them  to  fpurn  at  lucli  a  one  as  may  be 
hereafter  made,  by  Treafury  Mandates,  and  a  Cofig^e 
«f  Elire  from  a  corrupt  Minijler  ;  though  They  might, 
and  certainly  would,  refufe  to  acknowledge  the  Mimick 
only  of  a  real  Parliament  ;  an  AiTembly,  couipofcd  rf 
the  Dregs  oftbe  Pecple,  the  mean  Tooh  of  Power,  the 
Clerks  of  Off;cfs,  and  the  Cdleflors  of  tee  pMick 
'Taxes;  ana  tho'.ijii  Tliey  would  certainly  giumble  to 
fee  their  Properties  difpofed  of  by  Thofe,  \vr.o  hiul 
none  of  their  own  ;  yet  their  Reicnnnau  agninll  inch 
a  merefnauv  Pack  would  only  aim  to  overturn  tliat  par- 
ticular Power ;  and  'i'hcy  would  tiicn  immediately  >&• 
U  3  f.rt 
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fort  to  fnch  Meafures  as  would  fecure  a  free  and  un- 
bl;  i'd  Election  of  a  legal  Parliament ;  without  which 
this  Kingdom,  I  may  venture  to  affirm,  will  never  long 
bear  to  be  govcrnM.  Thia  is  the  ReprefentatMtt  We  al- 
ways recommend,  and  one,  in  which  the  Nation  will 
confide.— —  But  if  any  Thing  could  deftroy  the  Re- 
verence doe  to  Parliamentary  Jurifdidion,  the  corrupt 
Influence  contended  for  by  thde  Wretches  would  ef- 
£ft  it. 

Wefhall  confume  no  more  of  our  Timer  in  Animad- 
ire/iions  upon  the  Infamy  of  tbefe  Men.  They  are  no 
farther  worth  our  Notice,  than  as  their  Numbers  teftify 
the  Deprav  ity  of  the  Times.  We  ought  therefore  to  be 
more  alarm 'd  than  we  generally  are.  We  ought  every 
one  of  us,  who  have  not  bow'd  our  Knees  to  B<wl,  who 
have  not  been  yet  infected,  to  endeavour  in  our  diffe- 
rent Capacities  to  item  the  Torrent,  now  breaking  in 
upon  us.  Some  may,  by  the  Stations  They  are  placed 
in,  be  able  to  be  more  eminently  lerviceable  by  a  vir- 
tuous Example.  Others  may  kavc  Opportunities  and 
Talents  to  perfirade,  or  confirm  their  Fdlow-Subjecls 
in  the  noble  Principles  of  pullick  Virtue.  But  the 
rneaneft  of  us  all  hath  it  m  his  Power  to  preferve  one 
Man  ;  nor  can  any  private  Neceffity  juftify  a  Crime  a- 
gainft  the  Publick  ;  for  we  ought  ail  to  underlland  that 
the  molt  iniportar  t  Duty  ar.d  Bufinefs  of  our  Live?  is 
to  promote  the  general  Welfare  of  Mankind.  R. 
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!H  E  N  I  complained  of  a  general  Corrup- 
tion, in  my  lalt  Paper,  the  Inveftive  was 
plainly  levdl'd  again  ft  the  meaner!  of  the 
Populace,  whofe  vicious  Habits  expofe 
Them  to  Corntption,  and  ibme  O.-hoa  ia 
a  much  higher  Sphere,  who  have  b.ought 
Themfelves  under  the  NeceiGty  of  fubfifting  upon  that 
wretched  Expedient  ;  for  I  had  before  acknowledged 
that  the  middling  Sort  of  People  had  preferved  Them- 
felves untainted,  as  appears  by  the  County  Eleliions ;  ard, 
I  may  add  thofe  of  the  great  Cities,  and  rich  trading 
Corporation!,  who  have  generally  exerted  Themfelvcs 
in  the  Cau(e  oi  Liberty,  and  co-operated  with  the  in- 
dependent Part  of  their  Countrymen  in  the  Choice  of  a 
free  Parliament. 

In  my  former  Paper  upon  this  Subject,  I  took  parti- 
cular Notice  of  the  Kenttjh  Elfflion,  which  was  carry 'd 
by  fuch  a  Majority  as  was  never  known  in  the  Memory 
of  Man,  againil  the  Weight  of  the  Docks,  Cinque  Porti 
and  other  Influence,  ecclejiaftical,  civil  and  ?/ti!itaryt 
which  hath  ufually  turn'd  the  Ballance  there,  on  the 
Side  of  the  Court. 

Nor  hath  this  Spirit  difcover'd  itfelf  in  the  County 
only,  but  likcwife  in  two  ef  the  ricbefl  and  free/i  Cor~ 
^rations;  I  mean  the  City  of  Canterbury ^  and  the  Bo- 
rough of  Maidflanc,  who  have  each  of  Them  rerurn'd 
two  Members  in  the  Country  Intereft,  though  the  Church 
hath  a  very  great  Influence  in  one  of  them,  and  Chatham 
Dock  in  the  other.  The  fameDiipoiition  manifefted  it- 
felt'  in  tiie  City  of  Rocbfftcr,  upon  ieveral  Occafions ; 
but  their  Dependence  is  lo  well  known,  especially  under 
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our  prefent  Circumftance?,  that  nobody  can  wonder  to 
fee  the  other  Inter  eft  prevail. 

I  fhall  fay  nothing  of  New  Rmney,  which  is  certainly 
the  moft  independent  of  all  the  Cinque  Ports,  till  the 
Difpute  about  the  Election  of  a  Mayor,  the  Right  of 
feveral  Voters,  and  confequently  the  Legality  of  the 
Return,  are  determined  by  the  proper  Judges.  All  the 
other  Boroughs  in  Kent  are  under  fuch  notorious  In- 
fluence, that  they  do  not  require  any  Animadverfion. 

I  cannot  quit  ibis  County,  without  lamenting  theLofs 
of  that  *  noble  Patriot,  who  hath  been  lately  fnatch'd 
from  us,  juft  after  He  had  received  the  higheft  Honour, 
which  his  Country  could  beftow  upon  Him,  in  full 
Confidence  from  his  former  Conduft  that  He  would 
have  continued  to  exert  the  moft  upright  and  publick- 
fpirited  Zea],  in  Defence  of  our  antient  Conftitution. 
—  But  We  hope  this  great  Lofs  to  the  Publick  will 
be  repaired,  as  far  as  fuch  Lofles  will  admit  of  Repara- 
tion, by  that  \  worthy  Gentleman,  who  hath  been  late- 
ly nominated  as  a  Candidate  to  fuccecJ  Him  in  ParTia- 
ment,  and  vvhofe  excellent  Character  hath  engaged  the 
Affections  of  his  Countrymen  fo  warmly  in  his  Jntereit, 
that  it  is  generally  thought  He  will  be  chofen  without 
any  Oppofition. 

TheEleftion  for  the  County  of  Soathwftptoji,  where 
the  fame  Kind  of  Influence  prevails  to  a  very  great  De- 
gree, is  another  Inftance  of  the  Senfe  of  the  People  ;  for 
even  fuppofing  our  Accounts  of  that  Election,  in  the 
publick  Print?,  to  6e  juft,  one  of  the  Candidates  in  the 
Country  Interejt  carry 'd  it  by  a  great  Majority,  and  the 
tlber  loft  it  only  by  two  Votes ;  which  is  fo  far  from 
being  any  Defeat,  that,  confidering  the  vaft  Advantages 
on  the  ether  Side,  it  may  be  certainly  reckoned  fom&- 
thing  more  than  a  drawn  Battle. 

But 

I    »  The  Lord  Vane. 

^  Sir  Chriltopher  Powel. 
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But  the  good  People  of  NORFOLK  afford  us  the 
moft  remarkable  Example  of  a  publick  Spirit,  and  have 
for  ever  diftinguiih'd  1  hemfelves  in  our  Annals  by  their 
glorious  Oppofuion  to  all  the  Art?,  which  could  poffi- 
bJy  be  employ'd  to  corrupt,  or  divert  Them  from  the 
true  Intcrell  and  Service  of  their  Country.  Indeed, 
when  I  confidcr  not  only  the  natural  and  adventitious 
Influence,  which  a  certain  Gentleman  muil  have  ac- 
quired in  that  County  by  a  long  Monopoly  of  Power, 
but  even  his  peribnil  Presence,  and  that  Multitude  of 
Emifiaries,  whom  He  dijpatch'd  to  ail  Parts  of  the 
County,  with  the  molt  prevailing  Arguments  ;  I  am  at 
a  Lofs  to  think  how  a  Caule  fo  well  lupported  could 
poflibly  fail,  in  this  A?e.  It  is  certainly  a'very  melan- 
choly Circumilance  for  the  poor  Gentleman,  and  I  can 
fcarce  help  pitying  Him,  in  Spight  of  my  Country ; 
for  I  am  fomewhat  of  Mrs.  Peatbunis  Opinion,  that  it. 
fj  a  mrjLx^  Thing  to  fie  a  Gat  AT  MAN  in  Dijirefs. 
I  am  ienfible  that  his  pious  Advocates  may  quote  Scrip- 
ture in  his  Behalf,  and  alledgs  that  a  Prophet  is  with- 
out Honour  in  bis  owrt  COUNTRY,  ar.d  among  bis 
O\VN  KIN.  But  when  a  Man  bath  no  Hancur  in  any 
Couxtry,  He  cannot  Jail  long  ;  and  This  feems  to  be 
the  Caie  of  our  political  Prophet  \  for  if  from  the  Ntrtb 
We  travel  Wcflward,  hio  Aflairs  wiJl  appear  hi  a  much 
\vorfe  Plight  ;  all  the  Counties  in  that  Part  of  the  King- 
dom having  choitn  their  Reprefentatives  on  the  pspul^r 
Intcrtft,  \\  ithout  any  Oppofition,  oj:  Struggle,  on  the 
other  Side. 

.  It  hath  been  already  obfcrved  that  moft  of  the  rickt 
trading  Cities  and  Corporations,  where  there  is  the  leait 
Degree  of  Independency,  have  diicover'd  the  lame  ma- 
lignant Diipofition,  and  prefer'd  the  general  Intereft  of. 
the  N.ition  to  That  of  iru  private  Man.  But  fmce  I 
am  now  got  into  the  Wejt  of  England,  the  City  of 
Sr?/?<3/d»e:ervcs  particular  Mentioa ;  for  as  it  k,  without 
.  the  greateit  .trading  City  in  the  whole  King- 
dom, next  to  LONDON,  fo  it  hath  follow'd  her  Exam- 

pie 
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pie  in  the  Choice  of  her  Rcprefentatives,  againft:  all  the 
corrupt  Applications  ofPotcer  and  Money.  By  this  glo- 
rious Aftion,  the  Citizens  have  exprefs'd  a  juft  and 
grateful  Senfe  of  their  late  Deliverance,  and  intitled 
Themfelves  to  the  future  Regard  of  Parliament,  if  any 
rach  deftruftive  Projeft  againft  their  Trade  and  Liber- 
ties ihould  ever  be  attempted  again. 

But  the  Cornijb  Eleftiom  are  a  convincing  and  even 
demonftrative  Proof  of  what  We  have  advanced,  con- 
cerning the  Senff  cf  the  People  ;  for  though  Cornwtl  is 
in  a  Manner  over-run  with  Borough-Towns,  and  a  great 
Majority  of  Them  are  abfolutely  under  Dependence  ; 
yet  it  is  plain  that  They  have  no  Influence  on  the  Body 
of  the  People  ;  fince  the  fame  Perfot:s,  \vho  afTume  a 
fort  of  dictatorial  Power  over  the  Corporations,  have  not  • 
fo  much  as  attempted,  or  propofed,  to  fct  up  any  of 
rheir  Creatures  for  Reprefentatives  of  the  County. 

Methinks,  there  is  iomething  very  ridiculous,  as  well 
as  unwarrantable,  in  the  Circumftances  and  Manage- 
ment of  tkeje  Boroughs ;  They  are  generally  treated 
like  Ideuts,  or  Lunaticks,  who  are  not  capable  of  elm- 
ling  their  own  Guardians,  and  therefore  are  deliver 'd 
over  to  the  Care  ofiome  Re/ation,  or  Neighbour,  who 
undertakes  their  Affairs,  and  is  lure  of  having  his  Pro- 
ceedings ratify'd  above,  without  their  Approbation,  or 
Confent.  From  hence  it  often  comes  to  pals  that  the 
Reprefentatives  and  the  Represented  are  utter  Strangers 
to  each  other  ;  and  I  mould  not  be  in  the  leaft  furprizcd 
to  fee  a  warm  Contention  in  Parliament  about  the  late 
Elections  for  fome  of  tbefe  Botcughs,  which  never  law, 
or  werefeen  by  any  one  of  the  Petitiomrs,  or  the  Jilting 
Members.  Nay,  I  have  been  told  lhat  (ome  of  the 
chief  Jnn-keepcrs  in  thefe  Boroughs  have  not  been  able 
to  fatisfy  the  Curiofity  of  their  Gueib  who  their  Mem- 
bers  were  ;  and  that  their  Members  have  been  equally 
at  a  Lofs  in 'Town  to  anfvver  to  the  Names  of  their 
Boroughs,  when  They  have  been  call'd  over  i:i  the 
Houfe. 

There 
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There  muft  be  fome  extraordinary  Magnetick  to 
draw  the  Affedions  of  People  at  fuch  a  Diilance,  and 
make  Them  ftick  fb  clofe  to  Men,  whom  They  never 
fyw,  or  heard  of  before.  Some  Perfbns  affirm  that  this 
Noftrum  is  compofedofa  yellow  Kind  of  Earth,  which 
is  found  in  great  Quantities,  at  thefe  Sealbrrs,  on  a  cer- 
tain Hill  in  Cornwal,  call'd  the  Mount  of  Corruption. 
Others  are  of  Opinion  that  the  Mafter  of  the  Meunt, 
who  is  certainly  a  very  great  Adept  in  the  occult  Sci- 
ences, hath  diicover'd  the  Philofipber's  Stone,  and  can 
turn  every  Thing  He  touches  into  Gold ;  it  being  com- 
puted that,  in  fome  Years,  He  fpends  at  leaft  twenty 
Times  the  Income  of  his  Eftate,  and  yet  was  never 
known  to  want  Money,  upon  thefe  Occafions.  But, 
for  my  Part,  I  verily  believe  that  He  afts  only  by  Com- 
ruffian,  and  hath  CREDIT  given  Him  for  every  Thing 
He  does. 

There  is  a  remarkable  Cafe  in  Coke's  Inftitutes,  which 
deferves  the  Obiervation  of  the  Publick,  at  this  Time. 
'*  Thomas  Long  gave  the  Mayor  of  Weftbury  4  /.  te 
be  elected  Burgefs,  who  thereupon  was  elected.  This 
Matter  was  examined  and  adjudged  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  fee undum  Lcgem  iff  Coufuetudinem  Par- 
liamenti,  and  the  Mayor  fined  and  impriibn'd,  and 
Long  removed;  for  this  corrupt  Dealing,  fays  Sir 
Edtvark  Coke,  was  to  potion  tht  FOUNTAIN  itfelf.— 
Chap.  i.  In  ft.  4. 

From  this  Caie  it  appears  that  the  Practice  of  cor- 
rupting Boroughs  is  not  intirely  modern;  and  We  read 
of  a  Set  of  Prcjetfers,  in  the  Reign  of  King  James 
the  i  ft,  who  undertook  t«  model  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mt.'.'j  to  the  Kings  Purpofes ;  from  whence  They  gain'd 
the  Name  of  Undertakers.  But  as  the  former  Attempt 
was  punim'd  in  an  exemplary  Manner,  fo  the  latter 
was  defeated  ;  a'nd  though  iiich  Practices  of  pu'tfoning 
the  Fountain  have  been  wonderfully  improved  fince  that 
Time,  they  were  never  infifted  on  'till  very  lately  as 
any  Proof  of  the  Senfe  of  the  PtopU. 

Nothing 
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Nothing  is  more  common  at  prefent  than  to  hear 
one  Corporation  call'd  a  Court-Borough,  another  a 
^renficry-Borougl:,  a  third  an  dttmiralty-Boroagb,  a  fourth 
a  Poft-Off-ce  Borough,  and  fo  of  many  more ;  becaufe 
They  depend  on  tkeje  Offices,  and  ate  often  obliged 
to  chufe  fuch  Reprefentatives  as  are  nominated  to 
Them.  This  is  undertaking  with  a  Witnefs,  and  can- 
toning out  the  Boroughs  of  Engtand  amonglt  Court  Fa- 
vourites. It  gives  us  a  very  ftrong  Idea  of  the  Power 
of  a  Minifter  ;  but  is  far  from  being  any  Proof  of  the 
•Setiff  of  the  People. 

I  fhall  conclude  this  Paper  with  a  very  extraordi- 
nary Letter,  which  I  am  inform'd  hath  been  lent  to  all 
the  Poftmaften  in  the  Kingdom,  during  the  late  E- 
ledions. 

S  I  R, 

«'  T  Deiire  you'll  fend  me  a  particular  Account  of  your 
«'  J^  Eleclion,  when  it  comes  on  ;  and  if  there  be 
"  any  Oppofition  and  a  Poll,  pray  advifc  by  every 
"  Poft  bow  it  gofs;  and  when  the  Return  is  made, 
"  inform  me  bow  the  Parties  ftRV.d  affeftcd,  and  where 
"  their  Places  of  Refidence  arc,  if  They  are  vtw  Metn- 
"  l>ers.  Your  punftual  Comply ancc  with  This  will 
"  greatly  oblige 

General  Po/l-Offics,  Tour  humble  Servant. 

4pril  1 8,   1734. 

P.  S.     If  there  be  any  Boroughs  iny.hr  Knowledge, 

4r  Delivery,  pray  procure  me  Accounts  tbrrrof,  as  abwt. 

I  mall  make  no  Comments  on  this  Letter,  which  fuf- 

f  ciently  expkins  itlelf,  and  fhews  the  unwearied    En- 

'deavours  of  feme  Gent  It-men  to  prcfcive  the  frrtdcm  of 

D. 


SATURDAY, 
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Nc  415.    SATURDAY,  Jiim  15,   1734. 


....  quo  non  preftantior  Alter, 

Protrabere  in  longum  mult<e  damncfa  Papyro 
Dogmata  Rixator,  difcors  Sibi  in  omnibus  idem. 

AUCTIO  DAVISIANA. 

E  F  O  R  E  the  Choice  of  a  new  Parlia- 
ment came  on,  the  ininifterial  Drudges 
thought  Themfelves  To  fure  of  their 
Game,  that  They  began  to  ling  Te  Deum 
upon  it,  and  infult  us  with  the  Lofs  of 
our  Popularity,  Nay,  even  when  the 
Elections  were  above  half  over,  good  Mrs.  Qsborne  and 
fome  of  her  ingenious  Aflbciates  in  the  Caurant  had 
the  Modelly  to  boall  of  their  Succefs,  and  that  the  Re- 
turns then  made  were  fufficicm  to  determine  the  Senje 
if  t'~i  People  on  their  Side.  But  as  loon  as  this  Point 
came  under  Examination,  and  it  appear'd  that  above 
three  Farts  in  four  of  the  Counties,  and  moft  of  the  rich, 
independent  Corporations  had  declared  in  the  ftrongeft 
Terms  againft  Them,  by  the  Choice  of  their  Reprejex- 
tattvei,  They  immediately  turn'd  the  Tables  upon  us, 
ana  began  to  depreciate  '  the  Affeftions  of  the  People, 
which  They  had  in  vain  attempted  to  conciliate  to 
Themfelves.  All  their  late  Papers  have  therefore  run 
in  the  penitential  Strain,  with  a  plentiful  Mixture  of 
Panegyrick  on  their  fair  on,  and  Satire  upon  his  Op- 
pofen. 

1  have  hitherto  -pak'd  over  thefe  inconfiftent  Rhapfo- 

dies,  without  any   particular  Remarks  ;  but  the  Free- 

V«i~  XII.  X  Brit.* 
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"Briton  of  77.7«r/dWy  the  6th  Inftant  is  fb  curious  and  ex- 
traordinary a  Piece,  that  I  cannot  entertain  my  Readers 
.better  this  Week  than  with  a  fhort  Comment  upon  it. 
'I  am  fure  it  will  prove  a  very  diverting  Subject,  and 
perhaps  not  altogether  void  of  Inllruction. 

The  tno.lejl  Efquire,  who  fliincs  at  the  Head  of  that 
Paper,  begins  with  a  laboiir'd  Invective  again  ft  Popu- 
larity, which  He  hath  embellim'd  with  all  thole  Com- 
mon-place Flowers  of  Rhetorick,  that  are  to  be  found  in 
Plays,  Poems,  and  Declamations.  It  if,  in  his  Lan- 
guage, the  'Food  of  vain  Ambition ;  the  Snare  of  Senfc 
and  .Honefty  ;  the  Breath  of  giddy  Multitudes,  which 
neither  Wifdom  nor  Science  Ctin  always  obtain,  nor 
Wealth  with  all  its  Treafures  fur  chafe  with  any  Scfu- 
rity,  nor  Truth  and  Integrity  allure  its  Attachments  to 
1kemftlvei%  however  deferving  above  all  others.  As  it 
proceeds  from,  fo  it  depends  on,  the  great  promifettous 
Heap  of  Mankind,  where  the  Brave  are  mingled  with 
the  Bale,  the  Difcerning  with  the  Weak  and  Fool ifli  ; 
where  Numbers,  without  any  Senfe,  or  Property,  give 
Law  to  the  w  if  eft  Underftandings,  and  to  the  largeft  For- 
tunes.—  He  runs  on,  with  his  ufual  Glibnefs,  in  the 
fame  looie,  undiftinguifhingGibberifh,  which  is  neither 
true  nor  falie,  without  fome  Application,  and  may  be 
properly  call'd  a  pretty,  dnguifed  Way  of  faying  nothing. 
All  I  can  collect  from  it  is,  that  Mr.  Walfingbam  is  very 
angry  with  the  People  of  England  for  their  Conduct  at 
the  late  Elections  ;  by  which  They  have  given  the 
World  a  convincing  Proof  that  WEALTH  with  all  its 
Trcafures  cannot  purchafe  Popularity  ;  and  that  any 
Man,  who  relies  upon  that  Support  alone,  may  happen 
to  find  Himlelf  fatally  difappointcd.  H«.d  the  County 
Eleftions  run  in  Favour  of  Mr.  Walftggbarifs  Friends, 
that  old  Whig-Maxim,  Vox  Populi  ejl  vox  Dei,  would 
have  certainly  been  rung  in  our  Ears,  as  a  publick  A- 
vowal  of  their  Caufe  ;  but  fince  the  Body  of  the  Na- 
tion have  been  fo  undutiful  as  to  take  the  other  Sitle,  the 
•Voitt  of  the  People  links  into  vulgar  Breath,  which  no- 

Ihing 


N°  415.         ?k   C  R  A  F  T  S  M'A  N.          ^ 

thing  but  vile  Arts  can  ever  captivate  ;  and  the  People 
Them 'elves  are  treated  very  cavalierly  as  a  vicious  and 
dilute  Multitude,  4  /tad,  (fiforJer/y  Rabble,  wfithaut 
/.v/y  Senfc  or  Properly.  Now  I  can  eafily  comprehend 
ho\v  Want  of  Senfe  may  be  imputed  to  Thofe,  who 
have  the  Hardinefs  to  fly  in  the  Face  of  Wealth  with 
a  Hits  Treasures ',  but  that  a  vaft  Majority  of  the  Erilijb 
Freeholders  mould  have  no  Property,  is  to  Me  a  little 
myfterioos.  Perhaps,  Mr.  WamitgDittn  might  defign  to 
infinuate  that  all  the  Property  of  England  is  confined 
to  the  Cinque-Ports  and  Corwub  Boroughs. 

The.  next  Thing  remarkable,  in  this  fine  Piece  of 
Cr.uiitry,  is  the  Character  of  fome^ms*  and  goad  Man, 
who  hath  been  lately  degraded,  and  llript  of  all  Preten- 
ces to  Popularity.  Ic  i^,  indeed,  inch  a  Maftcrpiece  of 
Drawing,  that  I  cannot  do  the  Artijt  Jultice,  without 
quoting  his  own  Words. 

"  That  Man,  fays  Hf,  wlio  hath  been  the  Fat  for 
"  tf  the  People,  und  Guardian  of  tkcir  Hjfpintfs  ; 
"  whofe  Cares  have  comprehended  the  Interefls  of  all, 
"  and  who  hath  lived  a  publick  Benefit  to  the  Commu- 
"  nity  under  his  Care;  whole  humane  and  compaffio- 
"  nare  BreaJt  hath  been  open  to  every  Man,  with  Ca- 
••'  pacity  to  oblige  the  molt  confiderable,  and  Conde- 
"  icention  to  the  very  meaneft  ;  whofe  Integrity  hadi 
"  been  as  mnch  above  Su'picion,  as  his  Behaviour  frea 
"  from  Pride,  or  liis  Hands  from  having  been  cnir'ov'd 
"  in  any  Work  of  Oppreffion;  who  hath  neii! 

Enemies,  nor  provoked  Them  ;  who  hath  heen  ciiiin- 
terelkd  in  hia  Friend fliips  and  good  Offices;  equ-.l  to 
any  Truft,  and  fuperior  to  all  Temptations  ;  THAT 
MAN  may  Iff  rejected  by  the  PEOPLE,  tut  nei'ertbe- 
left  will  rife  fuperior  to  POPU  L  AR  ITV.  They  may 
lofe  their  greateft  Ornament  and  Betttfrftor,  by  their 
"  Ingratitude  ;  but  He  can  never  lole  the  Charafter 
"  of  having  been  their  injured  Father,  and  their  abu- 
"  fed  Friend. 

X  2  Mr. 
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Mr.  Walfingham  alludes  to  this  great  Perfonage,  as 
well  as  the  cruel  Ufage,  which  He  hath  lately  received 
from  the  People,  in  feveral  Parts  of  the  lame  Paper. 
In  one  Place,  He  is  call'd  the  perfcfi  Char  after  itfelf; 
in  another,  the  mofl  valuable  of  Mankind-,  and  in  a 
third,  the  mvft  amiable  and  ufcful  Mtin  cf  any  in  the 
World;  but,  at  the  lame  Time,  We  are  left  fomew hat 
in  the  Dark  for  whom  \\i\s  perfefi  Char  after  is  defign'd. 
There  is  certainly  but  one  Perfcn  in  England,  who  can 
with  any  Propriety,  or  Decency,  be  ityled  Father  of 
the  Pec  file,  and  Guardian  if  cur  Hapfincfs.  Thefe  Ap- 
pellations have  been  always  appropriated  to  the  Swt- 
re.'Fa,  ?nd  thought  incommunicable  to  any  Subject  ;  bat 
I  am  fb  well  acquainted  with  Mr.  Waljingham*s  excel- 
leiit  Talent  at  Panegyrick,  who  hath  often  level'd  Mil- 
jefiy  upon  there  Occafions,  and  made  feveral  Improve- 
ments on  Wo'fffs  modeft  Style,  that  I  am  almcft  confi- 
dent his  Patron  fate  for  this  beautiful  Picture.  It  is 
well  known  that  He  hath  long  enjoy 'd  the  Title  of 
Printeps  Settatus,  and  hath  of:en  had  the  facred  Oil 
pour'd  upon  his  Head  ;  fo  that  although  He  may  net 
be  able  to  prove  Himielf  the  Father  if  tbe  People,  by 
any  Marks  of  natural  Afteclion  towards  Them,  and  it 
may  be  conftrued  High  Treafon  to  call  him  our  Father- 
tn-Latv  ;  yet  I  apprehend  that  He  may  be  properly 
enough  denominated  the  Step-Father  of  the  People  ;  or 
fuch  a  Kind  of  Parent  as  S&turn  was  of  old,  who  is  laid 
to  have  devoured  bis  own  Children ;  and  perhaps  This 
may  be  the  Reafon  for  putting  us  fo  often  in  mind  of 
that  famous  Hemiftich,  redeuntSaturnia  Regna  ;  That 
is,  in  Mother  Oiborne  and  Mr.  Walftttgbam1*  Englifli, 
We  are  the  bappiejl  People  en  tbe  Fate  of  the  Earth, 
and  enjoy  all  tbe  Liberty  human  Nature  is  capable  of* 

This  Point  being  therefore  fettled,  that  Mr.  WA  L- 
s  i  N  c  H  A  M'S  P  A  T  K  o  N  /'/  tke  Father  of  the  Pespfe,  and 
Guardian  of  their  Happinefs,  it  will  be  eafy  to  reconcik 
the  reft  of  the  Character  to  float  anointed  Mir.ifter\ 
toWe  Integrity  bath  certainty  been  as  much  above  SUS- 
PICION, 
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PIC  ION,  at  bis  Behaviour  free  from  ;PRU>£,  or  bls 
Hands  from  having  been  emplofd  in  any  W%rk  of  Op 

F  R  E  3  s  i  o  N  . The  Forage-Contraff,  the  Bank-  Con' 

traft,  and  Army-Debentures,  ( amongil  a  thoufaud  other 
In  fiances,  which  might  be  produced )  are  undoubted 
Tertimonies  of  the  firft ;  as  his  Modelly  in  refuting 
Honours  is  a  Proof  of  the  fecond ;  and  whoever  confi- 
ders  the  true  Nature  and  Tendency  of  the  late  Exdfe- 
Scbeme,  will  purge  Him  from  any  Imputation  of  the 

third. —  Nobody  can  charge  Him  with  having  either 

feared  Enemies,  or  provoked  Them,  by  making  Ufe  of 
his  Power  to  gratify  his  fcrfanal  Refentmenti,  and  turn- 
ing Gentlemen,  of  the  moll  unqueitionable  Abilities  and 
Affedion  to  his  Majefty,  out  -•  of  their  Employments, 
becauie  They  thought  it  their  Duty  to  oppofe  tome  of 
his  Meafures.  —  That  he  hath  been  dijlntcreftcd  in  bis 
Friendjhips  and  goad  Offices,  appears  from  his  Gratitude 
to  Tbefe,  who  affiiled  Him  in  the  Time  of  Diflrels, 
and  contributed  to  his  preient  Elevation.  —  The  pru- 
dent and  )iappy  Conduct  of  Affairs,  both  at  home  and 
abroad,  for  feveral  Years  pail,  is  fufficient  to  prove 
Him  equal  to  any  "TruJ?  ;  and  his  moderate  Acquisitions 
demonitrate  his  Superiority  to  all  Temptations.  Yet  every 
Body  knows  that  this  great,  this  good,  this  wife  A/.«',v 
hath  been  lately  rejffteJ  by  the  People,  almoil  whh  a 
general  Voice,  and  that  They  are  now  in  Danger  of 
lofir.g  their  greatejl  Ornament  and  Bencfaflor  by  their 
Ingratitude;  but  his  worthy  Advocate  comforts  us  with 
an  Ail'arance,  that  He  will  neverthelefs  rije  Superior  to 
POPULARITY.  I  mull  conft-.s,  this  PaiTage  puzzles 
me  the  mofl  of  any  in  the  whole  Character ;  and  if  I 
was  not  very  well  apprized  of  Mr.  Wat/lngbam's  Sin- 
cerity, 1  fhould  be  apt  to  think  that  He  intended  to 
turn  our  Eyes  towards  Temple-Bar,  where  I  have  feen 
many  a  Man  raiie  his  Head  fuperior  to  Popularity  ;  buc 
his  Attachments  are  fb  well  known,  that  He  could  r.oC 
be  guilty  of  fo  bale  a  Deiign,  and  only  meant  that  this 
injured  father  and  alujl<l  friend  ,tf  the  Peofu 
X  3 
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lolved  to  fpurn  ftjch  an  ungrateful  Rabble  under  his 
Feet,  and  defy  Them  to  do  their  worft. 

Having  chaftifed  the  Body  of  the  People,  in  this  pub- 
lick  Manner,  He  proceeds  to  their  Leaders,  whom  He 
terms  the  Minions  of  Popularity,  and  compares  Them  to 
Dictators  taken  from  the  Plough  ;  alluding,  I  fuppofe, 
to  thofe  Country  Gentlemen,  whom  the  People  have 
ktely  chofen  to  reprefent  Them  in  Parliament.  But  as 
the  Roman  Diftators  were  not  taken  from  the  Plough, 
meerly  upon  that  Account,  but  becaufe  They  were 
known  to  be  Men  of  great  Ability  and  Integrity  ;  fo  if 
our  ruftick  Deflators  mould  imitate  their  Example  in 
thefe  Rcfpecls,  as  They  infinitely  furpafs  Them  in  Point 
of  Property,  We  mall  have  no  Reafon  to  complain  of 
their  Plebeian  Extraction,  nor  like  Them  ever  the  worfe, 
becaufe  They  happen'd  not  to  be  brought  up  at  Court, 
or  in  Exchange- Alky. 

Mr.  Walfingham  goes  on  with  his  Allufions,  and  tells 
us  that  VULGAR  PEBBLES  (meaning  thefe  rural  Difl*- 
tors  again)  have  the  Price  ofGtMs  in  fome  Eyes-,  That 
is,  as  He  is  pleafed  to  explain  it,  in  the  Eyes  of  Tools 
and  Country  Bumpkins  ;  for  Thofe,  who  have  had  tie 
Happinefs  of  a  Court  Education,  are  too  well  acquain- 
ted with  the  Difference,  to  be  impofed  upon  in  this  Man- 
ser. For  my  Part,  I  have  always  look'd  upon  Squire 
Walfingbam  himfdf  as  a  precious  Gem,  which  was  acci- 
dentally pick'd  up  amonglt  vulgar  Pebble!,  and  had  the 
Honour  to  be  {tuck  in  the  Cap  of  his  Patron. 

We  are  next  entertain'd  with  a  fevere  Piece  of  Satire 
on  fome  partifular  Perfons,  who  have  received  great 
Obligations,  it  iecms,  from  his  minifterial  Majefty,  and 
yet  have  lately  been  (b  ungrateful  as  to  join  with  the 
People  againit  Him .  This  Paffage  likewife  is  fo  curious, 
that!  muft  beg  Leave  to  quote  it. 

"  Generality  of  Mind  and  Goodnefs  of  Heart,  fays 
"  our  fxquifitt  Moralijl,  feel  fo  much  Pleafure  in  the 
«*  Gratitude  of  Thofe,  whom  They  oblige,  that  per- 
**  haps"  it  would  bo  more  than  human  Nature  can  ad- 

*«  mU 
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mit  of,  to  be  indifferent  and  unmoved,  when  Tbefc 
ire  falfe,  or  ungrateful.  To  fee  Numbers,  who  are 
indebted  to  us  for  the  greateft  Benefits,  declaring  a- 
gainft  us  with  the  moft  unnatural  Animofity  ;  and 
even  Men,  profefling  Friendfhip  and  coveting  our 
Confidence,  making  all  poffible,  felfifh  Advantages 
of  us  on  one  Side,  and  doing  all  poffible  Mifchief  to 
us  on  the  other  ;  pretending  a  Defire  to  ferve  MS,  only 
that  They  may  be  in  a  Capacity  to  hurt  us;  any  foch 
Inftances  of  black  Ingratitude,  or  of  bafe  Infincc- 
rhy,  muft  doubtlefs  difturb  HIM,  whom  They  have 
injured. 

I  wifh  Mr.  Waljingham  had  thought  fit  to  point  out 
thefe  perfidious  Monfters,  that  We  might  know  where  to 
fix  our  Indignation  and  Contempt  j  for  as  Gratitude  is 
the  moft  amiable  of  all  Virtues,  fo  the  Breach  of  it  is 
undoubtedly  the  blacked  of  all  Vices ;  especially,  when 
it  appears  againft  Men  in  Power  ;  who,  being  the  Di£ 
penfera  of  Honours  and  Rewards,  are  a  Sort  of  national 
Benef after i,  and  every  Boon  They  beftow,  in  their  put. 
lick  Capacity,  ought  certainly  to  be  look'd  upon  as  a 
private  Largefs.  Nothing  therefore  can  be  more  bafe 
and  ungrateful  in  any  Man,  who  hath  once  received 
a  Favour  from  his  Prince,  or  his  Country,  than  to  turn 
againft  the  Minifter,  through  whofe  Hands  it  happenM 
to  pafs,  and  plead  Confdence,  or  Duty,  in  Oppofhion 
to  fuch  a  perfonal  Qbfigaticn.  For  this  Reafon,  I  have 
often  thought  that  dealing  with  Mini/if  n  of  State  is 
fomewhat  like  contracting  with  another  Gentleman  in 
great  Power;  for  if  You  take  but  a  Shilling  from  Them, 
or  by  their  Means,  You  muft  expeft  to  be  treated  like 
their  Bond-Slave  forever. 

The  horned  Author  of  ibis  neble  Harangue  concludes 
with  a  publick  and  explicit  Confeffion  that  the  general 
Senfe  of  the  People  is  againft  Him  ;  for  He  tells  us, 
\viihout  any  Difguife,  that  it  is  net  the  Lofs  of  a 
SINGLE  CONTEST,  which  is  te  be  confided  as  the 

rtffl 
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real  Grievance,     ^be  Example  is  of  a  GENERAL  NA- 

TURE. buch  a  Declaration  as  This  muft  be  rare 

News  to  the  popular  Rabble  >  as  well  as  their  Miniom  ; 
and,  confidering  from  what  Hands  it  comes,  will  put 
Them  no  Doubt  into  very  good  Humour.  1  believe, 
indeed,  that  the  late  Elections  have  Efficiently  mor- 
tify'd  our  political  Daddy,  and  that  He  hath  but  c/f,t 
Artifice  left  to  iiipport  Himfelf  in  his  Guardianjbip  over 
us,  which  He  will  certainly  put  in  Praftice,  unlefs 
prevented  by  the  timely  Vigour  and  Integrity  of  out 
new  Representatives.  D. 


N°4i6.       SATURDAY,  June  22,    1734: 


Congratulate  the  Publick  on  Mr«.  OS- 
BO  RNE'S  Return  from  the  Norfo/k  E- 
lefiiws  to  her  Port  in  the  London  Jour- 
nal', where  She  mac'e  her  Appearance 
again,  on  Saturday  laft,  after  feveral 
Wedcs  Abfence,  arid  undertook  die  So- 
lution of  that  knotty  Problem,  whether  the  SENSE  OF 
THE  PEOPLE  is  with  the  MINISTRY,  or  againft 
Them.  Our  political  Grandmother  makes  no  Scruple  to 
determine  this  Queition  in  the  AJfii  ixatite,  and  feems 
to  caft  an  oblique  Reflection  on  her  Brother  IValjlng- 
kam, .  who  gave  it  up  to  us  the  Week  before.  For  this 
Purpose,  She  begins  with  aliening  that  the  ¥: 
of  England  (whom  She  calls  a  Parcel  of  gtipitig,  coun- 
try Fellows)  are  almojt  as  ignorant  of  all  political 
Knowledge ;  as  the  BEASTS  77;, y  <</  thut 

their  SEVERAL  LEADERS  are  not  much  above  "Tbfffj ; 
meaning  the  COUNTRY  GENTLLMEN  and  CLERGY- 
MEN, as  She  explains  Her  elt  immediately  af;er.  Ha^ 
ving  laid  down  this  modejl  Poftulatuir.,  She  conduce .•, 

with 
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with  her  ufual,  logical  Exadnefs,  that  Thofe,  tuba  have 
no  SENSE  OF  NATIONAL  AFFAIRS,  cannot  be  faid 
to  exprefs  the  SENSE  OF  THE  NATION.  She  then 
proceeds  to  acquaint  us  where  the  Senfe  of  the  People 
really  lies ;  That  is,  amongft  the  Citizens  and  Burgef- 
fes,  wksfe  Numbers  are  as  great  in  noft  Counties,  as 
the  Freeholders  tbemfelves,  and  tbeir  political  Know- 
ledge much  greater.  Now,  fuppofing  This  to  be  true, 
it  ought  liken  ife  to  be  confider'd  which  of  tbc  Two  are 
tnoft  FREE  and  INDEPENDENT  ;  for  without  Inde- 
pfKtL-tiq,  it  is  impoflible  to  know  the  Senff  of  the  Peo- 
ple, whatever  their  Nun:l>irs,  or  Wealth,  or  Kno-wlid*e 
r;ny  be;  and  I  believe  Dame  Oiborne  will  not  pretend 
to  lay  that  the  Voters  for  Boroughs  are,  generally  fpeak- 
ing,  altogether  to  free  and  independent  as  the  Elcclon 
for  Counties.  Beiides,  the  good  eld  Laay  ;eems  to  for- 
get that  the  Country  Party  have  already  claim'd  the 
Majority  of  Cities  and  great  trading  Towns,  as  well  as 
of  the  Counties,  to  Themfelves ;  particularly  London 
and  "Briftol,  which,  for  Numbers,  Trade  and  Property, 
to  fay  nothing  of  their  political  Knowledge,  muft:  be  al- 
low'd  fuperrior  to  all  the  trading  Towns  and  Cities  in 
England  ;  not  excepting  even  Norwich  itfelf,  which 
Mrs.  Oiborne  feems  to  mention  with  more  than  ordi- 
nary Triumph;  though  when  that  Election  is  confi- 
der'd in  its  true  Light,  it  reflects  as  much  Difhonour 
on  her  Patron,  as  any  one  in  the  whole  Kingdom. 
Neither  will  the  Members  for  all  the  Counties,  and 
great  trading  Towns,  properly  fo  call'd,  conititute  a 
Majority  of  tl*e  Houje  of  Commons -,  and  therefore  We 
muft  colleft  the  Senfe  of  the  People,  according  to  this 
Way  of  Reafoning,  from  the  little^  beggarly  Boroughs 
on  the  Sea-Coalls,  and  in  two  or  three  inland  Coun- 
ties, whofe  Ciraun  fiances  render  Them  dependent  on 
Mini/ten,  and  put  it  in  their  Power  to  ballance  the 
Counties  and  great  trading  Towns ;  or,  as  the  fame  lear- 
ned Author  efs  once  obferved,  to  fupply  the  Want  of  NA- 
TURAL STRENGTH  with  GREAT  ART. 

Leaving 
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Leaving  thefe  Points  therefore  to  our  grand  Mamma's 
farther  Confideration,  I  (hall  now  pafs  on  to  the  Scot- 
tijb  Elections,  which  have  lately  fill'd  our  News-pa- 
pers, and  feem  to  require  fome  particular  Animadver- 
fions. 

I  am  lenfible  that  the  Court-Writers  will  have  an 
Advantage  over  us,  in  this  Part  of  the  Argument, 
and  expeft  to  fee  their  next  Produftions  fill'd  with  U 
P<eans  upon  their  Succcfs  in  Scotland.  But  I  mull 
crave  their  Leave  to  obferve  that  if  We  may  rely  on 
the  whole  Tenor  of  Advices  from  thence,  •  the  late  Re- 
turns in  their  Favour  are  very  far  from  being  any  Proof 
of  the  genuine  Scnfe  of  tbe  People*  in  that  Part  of  the 
united  Kingdom  ;  which  hath  concur'd  with  the  Senfe 
ef  tkeir  Fsllow-Subjefls  in  England,  as  far  as  They 
could  poffibly  manifeft  it  by  outward  Profeflions  and 
Declarations.  How  it  came  to  pafs  that  the  Voice  of 
the  People  mould  be  drown'd  in  the  Choice  of  tbeir 
RepreJ'entatives,  and  that  the  Country  Jatere/f  mould 
be  overpowered,  amidil  (b  much  Popularity,  may  be 
fully  explain'd  in  due  Time ;  nor  is  rr,  indeed,  any 
great  Secret  at  prefent ;  for  by  what  already  appear?, 
concerning  the  late  Election  ofjixteen  Peers  to  reprc- 
fent  the  Peerage  of  Scotland,  the  My  fiery  is  partly 
unfolded.  Let  us  therefore  take  a  fliort  View  of  tins 
Affair,  as  it  appears  from  the  Minutes  of  the  Elec- 
tion. 

The  Peers  of  Scotland  being  met  at  the  Borough- 
Room,  in  order  to  chufe  proper  Perfons  to  reprefent 
Them  in  the  enfuing  Parliament,  the  right  honourable 
the  Earl  of  STAIR  entered  the  following  Protcft,  pre- 
vious to  the  Election,  viz. 

"  Whereas  this  Forenoon,  a  BatalHon  of  Foot  was 
**  drawn  up  under  Arms,  in  the  Place  call'd  the  Ab- 
"  bcy-Clofe,  and  there  continues  under  Arms ;  and 
"  whereas,  by  the  Law  and  conftant  Praftice  in  all 
"  Britain,  none  of  the  Handing  Forces  can  lawfully 
"  continue  in  any  Town,  or  Place,  or  in  the  Neigh- 

"  bouihood 
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"  bourhood  thereof,  during  the  Time  of  an  Election 
"  for  Parliament  in  that  Town,  or  Place,  and  that  //'// 
"  now,  at  every"  Election  of  fixteen  Peers  for  Scotland. 
"  the  King's  Forces  march'd  out  of  the  Suburbs,  and 
•"  near  Neighbourhood  of  the  Town  of  Edinburgh,  and 
"  did  not  return  till  the  laid  Elections  were  over  i 
"  therefore  I  proteft  for  my  felt"  and  all,  who  mall  ad- 
"  here  to  this  my  Protcftation,  that  the  drawing  up 
"  and  Continuance  of  the  faid  Battalion  under  Arms 
"  in  the  Abbey-Clofe^  or  any  other  Place  in  the  Sub- 
"  urbs,  or  near  Neighbourhood  of  Edinburgh,  during 
"  this  Election  of  fixteen  Peers  of  Scotland,  to  fit  and 
"  vote  in  the  enfuing  Parliament,  is  illegal,  and  plainly 
"  tending  to  over-awe,  dijquiet  and  forcibly  over-rule 
"  the  faid  Elefiion  ;  and  I,  for  myfelf,  and  others 
*'  forelaid,  proteft  againft  all  the  Confequences,  which 
"  the  faid  illegal' Fa  ft  hath,  or  fhall  have,  and  for 
"  obtaining  Redrefs  {.hereof  in  prefer  Time  and  Place; 
"and  that  this  Election  is  and  fhall  be  conftrued  not 
*'  to  be  free,  but  to  be  over-awed  and  over-ruled  ilk- 

*(  gaily. Sign'd  STAIR,  and  by  eighteen  other 

"  Peers. 

Protefts  were  likewife  enter'd  againft  fever \ilPerfons, 
claiming  a  Right  to  vote  at  this  Election  ;  and  two  o- 
thers  by  the  Dukes  of  HAMILTON  and  QUEENS- 
BERRY,  to  fave  their  Titles  as  Peers  of  England.  Af- 
ter which,  the  following,  general  Prcteft  was  enter'd 
by  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  HAMILTON  ;  viz. 

"  Before  giving  my  Vote  at  this  Election,  I  think 
"  it  my  indifpcnlkble  Duty  to  proteft,  that  whereas  I 
"  have  ftrong  Grounds  to  believe  that  the  Pe.'rs,  who 
"  arc  to  vote  at  this  Election,  have  not  all  of  Them 
"  been  left  at  Liberty  to  make  9  free  Choice  of  fuch 
"  Peei  s  M  They  Jb'all  judge  m<.Jl  prcpcr  to  reprffcnt 
"  the  Peerage  cf  Scotland  ;  tut  that  a  Lift  of  the "iix- 
>4  teen  Peers  bath  inn  named  by  the  MINISTER  and 
"  fent  down  by  his  AGENT;  and  that,  \vha~  I  ap- 
•'  prchend  to  be,  undue  Influence  hath  been  ufed  vvith 

**  many 
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•«  many  of  the  Peers  of  Scot/and,  to  engage  Them  to 
«'  vote  for  tixfaid  lift',  and  more  particularly,  that  I 
*«  have  Ground  to  believe  thefaid  Lift  confifts  of  the 
'« fixteen  noble  Lords  after-named,  for  whom  I  have 
«'  perfonally  the  greatelt  Honour  and  Refpcft  j  to' wit, 
"  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Atbel,  his  Grace  the  Duke 
"  of  Btucleugb,  the  Marquis  of  Lothian,  the  Earls  of 
«'  Crawford,  Sutherland,  Morten,  Lwdon,  Fin  later, 
"  Selkirk,  Belcarras,  Dunmore,  Orkney,Portmore,  Hope- 
"  ton,  IJl<>y,  and  Lord  Cathcart ;  therefore  I  do  pro- 
"  teft,  that  in  Cafe  it  fhall  appear,  in  the  Courle  of 
•'  this  Election,  that  the  Lift  evtcd  is,  and  hath  been, 
*'  a  Lift  fo  named  by  the  MINISTER,  and  that  undue 
"  Means  have  been  ufed  to  induce  the  Peers,  who 
«'  are  to  vote  at  this  Election,  or  any  Number  of 
«'  Them,  to  vote  hrfucb  Lift,  by  Promife  or  Grant 
«'  of  Place,  Penficn,  or  Reward,  to  Thsmfehcs,  or 
«'  their  near  Relations,  or  by  Threatening}  of  being 
"  remwed  from  Offices,  or  of  any  other  Kind  what- 
"  foever ;  that  fetch  Elcflion  Ihall  be  held  as  illegal, 
"  contrary  to  the  Freedom  of  Elections,  and  therefore 
"  void.  And  I  do  hereby  proteft,  that  I  fhall  be  at 
*'  Liberty  farther  to  difient  fromfuch  Eleftion,  if  made, 
*'  and  to  renexv  my  Proteft,  and  to  offer  my  Reaibns 
"  and  Objeftions  againJl  the  fame,  in  a  niore  parti- 
"  cular  Manner.  Sign'd 

Hamilton,  £>uccniberry,  Moutn,fe,  Roxburgh, 
Ttoeedak,  Rotbes,  Euchan,  Str.itbmore, 
Haddington,  Kincardine,  Aberdeen,  Dun- 
don  aid,  Marcbrnont,  Stair,  Glnfgtw,  Rofe- 
berrie,  Saltoun,  Elpbwflonc,  Napier,  Blan- 
tyrt. 

The  Lord  Elpbinftone  not  only  fign'd  the  forego- 
ing Proteft,  but  corroborated  his  Motives  to  it  by  a 
particular  Declaration,  relating  to  Himfelf,  in  the  fol- 
lowing Words,  viz. 

"  I  Charles  Lord  Elpkinjlone  do  hereby  adhere  t9 
"  the  Pxotelt  enter'd  by  his  Grace  the  JDuke  of  Ha- 

"  mi  It  on, 
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'  mi/tiif,  concerning  undue  Influence  ufed  by  PEOPLE 
'  IN  POWER,  for  this  Ele&ion  ofjtxtetn  Peers  to  fit 
*  and  vote  in  the  enfuing  Parliament.  And  I  do  it  for 
'  this  Reafon,  that  Tbcy  have  attempted  fucb  undue  In- 
1  fluences  upon  My  SELF;  which  Attempts  I  with- 
'  flood,  and  rejected  their  Offers.  —  At  Edinburgh  the 
'  4th  Day  of  June  1734,  at  the  Election  of  they?#- 
"  teen  Peers afbrdaid.  ELPHINSTONE. 

The  Earl  of  Rofeberrie  ad hered  to  his  Grace  the 
Duke  of  Hamilton^  Protelt,  for  the  lame  Reaibn,  de- 
claring that  it  was  every  Way  his  own  Cafe. 

Then  came  on  the  Election,  and  the  Lift  before-men- 
tlorfd  being  voted,  to  a  Man,  his  Grace  the  Duke  of 
Qu EENSBERRY  enter'd  the  folkwing  Proteft,  viz. 

"  I,  in  my  own  Name,  and  in  the  Name  of  fuch 
"  of  the  Peers  of  Scotland  as  fhall  adhere  to  Me,  do 
"  protelt,  that  the  pretended  Election  of  his  Grace  the 
"  Duke  of  Atbol,  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Buccleugh* 
"  -&c.  to  reprelent  the  Peerage  of  Scotland, 
"  null  for  thele,  among  other  Reaions. 

1 .  "  That  it  appears  from   the  fevcral 

"  ces,  which  have  preceded  and  attended  th:s  Li.c- 
"  tier.,  that  this  Lift  hath  been  named  by  tj«c  Mi- 
"  NISTER,  and  lent  down  by  his  AGENT, 
"  Regard  to  the  real  Opinion  and  Sentiments  of  ii;e 
"  Peers;  and  that  several  of  Tiiem  have  been  ty'd 
"  down  either  to  give  their  Votes  for  this  Lijt,  or  to 
"  incur  rhe  Diipleafure  of  the  MINISTER. 

2 .  '<  That,  ibr  many  Months  part,  very  undue   In, 
<f  fuence  hath  been  uied  ( as  I  have  Ground  to  believe, 
"  from  what  hath  already  pafs'd  at  this  Meeting,  ar.d 
"  hope  in  proper  Time  to  make  farther  appear)  with 
*'  many  of  the  Peers  of  Scotland,  to  engage,  or  intimi- 
"  date  Them  to  vote  for  this  Ltf,.  at  Icall  fucb  Lift 
"  as  fhouki  be  put   into  their  Hands,  by  Pr:  • 

"  Grant  of  Money,  Places,  Penfions,    or  Preferments, 
"  f.'f •;'/  or  rr.illttnv,  tt  Tbfji.  •   rear  Rcla-.- 

•*  ans  ;  «r  bj  '7 
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•'  near  ReLitioas,  from  Officer  They  enjoy" d ;  or  other 
"  Promiies,  or  Threatening?,  equally  incorfiftent  with 
M  /^FREEDOM  OF  ELECTIONS. 

3.  "  That  lam  rather  induced  to  believe  tiuAftub 
**  undue  Influence  hath  been  ufed,  becaufe  of  the  many 
"  notorious  Initances,  that  have  occur'd  of  undue  Prar- 
"  tice;,  with  Refpeft  to  the  Elections  of  the  COMMO- 
"  NERS,  £y  Promife  or  Grant  ^/"Places,  tlvil  cr  mili- 
"  tarj,  and  Offers  of  Grants  of  great  Sums  of  Money, 
'•  to  influence  Voters  both  in  COUNTIES  and  BURGH*, 
"  fuch  as  hath  not  been  heard  of  at  any  Time  before, 
"  by  known  Agents  of  the  MINISTER  ;  and  Liberties, 
*  that  have  been  taken  by  RETURNING  OFFICERS, 
•'  in  open  Violation  of  the  LAWS;  the  Confequences 
"  of  which  mult  be  too  plain,  as  tending  intirely  to 
"  the  Deftruttion  of  the  FREEDOM  OF  ELECTIONS, 
*•  the  Ruin  of  our  CONSTITUTION,  the  Tapping  the 
**  very  Foundation  of  PA  RLI  AMEN  rs,  and  rendering 
»'  Them  intirely  dependent,  not  only  upon  the  CROWN, 
"  but  every  ASSUMING  MINISTER. 

"  For  thele  Reafons  I  do  protell,  that  the  prefent  pre- 
"  tended  EleQion  of  the  aforejaid Jixteen  Peeny  to  tvit 
"  bis  Grace  the  Duke  of  AUttd,  hi;  Grace  the  Duke 
"  ef  Buccleugh,  &Y.  is  void ;  and  that  the  Elefticn  of 
*'  luch  fifteen  Peers  as  have  the  great  (ft  "Number  if 
•'  Votci,  fitting  ajide  the  above  Lilt  named  by  the  Mi"- 

".    NISTER,  //  the  ONLY    FAIR  and  FREE   ELECTION, 

J/.V/.THEY   ALONE  are  intitled to  rfprejent  the  Pcf- 

rage  of  Scotland   in  the  ettfueing  Parliament.     And 

I  do  poxcll,  for  jny  Part,  that   I  have  given   my 

Vote  for  the  Lift,  for  which  1  have  voted,  in  Con- 

fcquence  of  my  free  Choice,  without  any  undue  In- 

f*  Jlitence -MkA.  upon  Me;  and  that  I  have  endeavour'd 

""  to  uic  no   undue  hfutnce  upon  any  Peer   whatfoevcr 

,**  to  concur  with  Me  in    that  Choice;  and"  I    require 

"  You,  Mr.  J.tme)    "Jup'.ce  and   Mr.  John  Murray. 

."  Ciirb  of  Seffion  officiating  at  the  faid  Elcclion,   to 

'*  «xtraft  from  the  Minute;  of  Election,  and  deliver  to 

"  Me 
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"  Me  a  Certificate  of  fucb  Jixteen  Peers  as  have  the 
*  gieateit  Number  of  Votes,  tettincr  aficie  the  above  LM 
"  named  Ly  the  MINISTER.— &;n'd  Qutcmberry,  te'f, 
44  as  in  the  preceding  Frct.J}. 

When  the  Earl  of  Kixwa'inf  fiend  this  Protef,  He 
rcferved  to  himfclt"  a  Pwr  of  asking  any  farther  De- 
daratlons  ifftlittcn  toitbi»eis  OWM  KNOWLEDGE, 
when  (alfd  upon  ly  ant  proper  Court,  or  Authority. 

The  Matter,  contain'd  in  the  firigeing  Protfjli,  is 
of  Inch  infinite  Importance  to  the  very  Being  of  our 
Con/littitica,  that  it  opens  a  very  large  Field  to  us  r  but 
the  Pt t-t efts  thcmfclves  have  taken  v,p  fo  much  Room, 
that  We  chufe  to  poftponc  our  Remuk<upon  them,  till 
We  ree  \\hat  is  laid  in  JuRihc^tion  of  fuch  Procced- 

D. 
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To  CA^EB  D'ANVERS,  Ej; 
SIR, 

[HE  P.ojeaofthelate  Extife  S 

been  fo  fully  laid  open  and  exploded  in 
your  Papers,  as  well  as  in  other  Wri- 
tings, that  at  prefcnr  it  fcems  fuperflu- 
ous  to  fay  any  Tiling  more  upon  it. 
But  meeting  with  the  following  Paf- 
fage  in  the  Life  of  Cardinal  Ximenes ;  and  it  bearing  fo 
near  a  Refemblance  to  the  other  AJf&ir,  I  thought  pro- 
per to  lend  it  to  You  to  be  made  publick,  if  You  fhould 
approve  of  it;  that  the  World  may  compare  the  Con- 
duel  of  one  Minijhr,  totally  difmterefted  with  Regard  to 
Hunicif,  or  Relations,  devoted  upon  all  Occafions  to  the 
true  Interefls  of  the  People,  and  of  a  truly  noble  and 
Y  z  great 
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great  Genius,  with  That  of  Another,  whofe  gieateft  Me- 
rit is  rot  to  pretend  in  fo  eminent  a  Degree  to  fome  of 
thefe  Qualities. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  biimbk  Servant ; 

TH  E  Kings  of  Caftille  and  Leon,  PredecefTors  of 
IJ'abetLi,  the  Catholick  Queen,  to  provide  for  the 
Expences  of  the  Waragainft  the  Moorj,  had  been  obliged 
to  load  the  People  of  thofe  two  Kingdoms  with  a  great 
Number  of  Imports.  The  moft  oppreffiye  of  all  was 
That  called  the  ALCABALA.  It  confined  in  paying 
the ^King  the  tenth  Part  of  all  Sale?,  cr  Exchange.'.  Al- 
tho'  this  Tax  was  in  itfelf  very  oppreffive,  it  became 
much  more  fo,  by  the  Rapines  and  Chicanes  of-Thofe, 
v  ho  were  charged  with  levying  of  it.  An  infinite 
Number  of  Profecutions  were  railed  ;  the  Farmers  pre- 
tending that  They  were  defrauded  ;  that  the  Declarati- 
ons of  the  Merchants  were  not  exaft  ;  and  the  Mer- 
(banis  maintaining  the  contrary,  feveral  Regulationshad 
been  made  hereupon  ;  but  they  had  only  ferved  to  make 
Way  for  new  Chicanes,  and  to  multiply  Suits.  To  Hop 
the  Courle  of  Thefe,  the  Merchants  obtain'd  a  Provifion 
that  their  Oaths  fhould  be  taken,  for  afcertaining  the 
Quantity,  Quality  and  Price  of  the  Merchandizes. 
This  Rtmcdy  produced  another  Evil  ;  which  way,  that 
falfe froearvtt  became  very  common.  As  all  Vices,  that 
are  profitable,  make  in  a  little  Time  great  Progrefs,  fo 
want  of  Honerty  pafs'd  from  Commerce  into  all  civil 
Actions,  and  rhe  Caftom  of  f a Ife /wearing  was  become 
io  great,  that  nothing  was  more  ordinary. 

.The  War  againft  thc'Mvors having  been  the  Occafion, 
or  the  Pretence,  for  this  Import,  that  War  was  no  fooner 
ended,  than  the  People  demanded  to  be  dilcharged  from 
it.  The  Afrair  was  propoffd  in  the  Council  of  Confci- 
trcf,  and  afterwar  Is  in  the  Council  cf  State.  Ximenei 
voted  rtrongly  in  b">th  for  the  Suppreflion  of  the  Alca- 
ba'a;  but  the  Advantage,  which  accrued  from  it  to  the 
Exchequer,  and  the  Oppdfuion  of  the  Nfb/fs,  the  greatert 

Part 
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Part  of  whom  had  Alignments  upon  this  Duty,  hinder'd 
the  Effe£t  of  his  good  Intention.  It  was  continued ; 
and  the  Abufe?,  which  were  the  neceflary  Consequences 
of  it,  continued  likewife. 

Ximenes,  who  loved  the  People,  did  not  dcfift,  be- 
caufe  He  had  not  fucceeded  the  firlt  Time  that  Affair 
was  propofed.  He  obtained  the  Queen's  Promife  that 
it"  He  could  find  any  Expedient  for  the  Duty  of  the 
Alcabala,  which  might  eafe  the  People,  and  remedy  the 
Abufes  in  it,  without  prejudicing  the  Finances,  She 
would  willingly  confent,  and  would  make  it  pafs  the 
Council  by  her  abfolute  Anthority,  if  it  mould  be  op- 
poled.  Ximenes  confulted  the  Matter  with  John  Lo- 
fcZ,  who  had  the  greateft  Experience  and  Knowledge 
in  Affairs  of  the  Revenue  of  any  Perfon  in  CaftiHe,  and 
They  turn'd  this  Affair  together  in  fo  many  Shapes, 
that  at  length  They  hit  upon  the  Expedient,  which  had 
been  fo  long  fought  for. 

It  confuted  in  making,  from  the  Accounts  of  the  Re- 
ceivers of  the  Alcabala^  an  exaft  Computation  of  the 
Sums  total,  to  which  it  might  amount,  and  of  the  par- 
ticular Sums,  which  might  be  produced  from  what  was 
railed  upon  each  City  and  Community.  This  Com- 
putation being  made,  Ximenes  framed  his  Project.  It 
contain'd  that  in  each  City  all  the  Companies  of  Mer- 
cbanti  mould  aflemble  ;  that  every  one  fliould  tax  Him- 
ielf,  in  Proportion  to  his  Dealing?,  in  fuch  Manner  that 
all  thefe  particular  Taxes  fliould  produce  the  Sum, 
which  was  wont  to  be  raifed  ;  that  the  Mecbanicks, 
Artifans,  and  generally  all  the  TraJrfmen  ihould  do 
the  like  ;  and  as  to  what  regarded  the  other  Citizens 
and  Inhabitants  of  the  Towns  and  Country,  They 
might  redeem  the  Alcabala  in  paying  the  Sum,  which 
fliould  be  regulated  upon  ever)'  one,  in  Proportion  to 
their  Eilates  and  Eft'efts  ;  and  that  it  fhould  be  then 
railed,  in  a  Manner  the  lead  burthenfomc,  with  the 
Content  of  the  Queen  and  her  Succeflbr?.  This  Pro- 
icc~t  contain' d  likewiie  that  the  CoHcflion  of  all  thefe 
Y  ;  Sura* 
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Sums  mould  be  made  by  the  ordinary  Receivers  and 
Comptrollers  of  the  Revenue,  with  a  fmall  Augmenta- 
tion of  Salary,  and  fhould  be  paid  by  Them  immedi- 
ately into  the  Exchequer. 

It  is  certain  that,  by  the  Execution  of  this  Projeft, 
the  Prince's  Revenue  loft  nothing,  and  that  all  the  In- 
conveniences, which  made  the  Tax  fo  burthenfome  to 
the  People  of  Caftille  and  Leon,  were  avoided.  The 
Merchants  were  not  obliged  to  make  exacl:  Declarati- 
ons, which  gave  too  great  an  Infight  into  their  Affairs  ; 
nor  expofed  to  the  Temptation  of  making  falfe  ones. 
They  were  deliver'd  from  Seizures  and  Fines,  which 
xvere  the  ordinary  Effeftsof  real,  or  pretended  Violati- 
on?, from  the  Searches  of  their  Shops  and  Magazines, 
which  the  Officers  made  as  often  as  They  pleafed  ;  and 
in  general  from  the  Vexations  and  Oppreflions,  to  which 
They  were  eveiy  Day  expofed  by  the  Avarice  of  the 
Akabalifts.  The  Citizens,  the  Mechanicks,  and  gene- 
rally all  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Cities  and  Country  found 
the  fame  Advantages. 

Neverthelefs  Ximexes  did  notftop  there.  He  carry'd 
his  Project  farther  j  and  having  examined,  with  his  ufu- 
al  Exaclnefs,  how  much  each  Year  the  Salaries  of  the 
Officers  amounted  to,  and  in  general  all  the  Charges  ne- 
ceflary  in  collecting  the  Ahabela,  He  then  concluded 
that  ibefc  Officers  being  diicharged,  and  thefe  Expenccs 
retrenched,,  as  it  was  in  EfFeft  a  Confequence  of  his  Pro- 
ject, this  Tax  might  be  reduced  to  a  Moiety  of  what  ufed 
to  be  raifcd  ;  That  is  to  fay,  to  be  contented  with  a 
Twentieth  Part,  inftcad  of  a  'Tenth,  which  would  be  a 
great  Eafe  to  the  Peopk,  without  the  Icaft  Diminution 
of  the  Queen's  Revenue'. 

John  Lopez  was  of  Opinion  that  He  fhould  content 
hiintclfvvith  the  iirft  Part  of  his  Project,  and  that  Tilings 
ought  not  to  be  carry'd  farther}  but  Ximenes,  who  paf- 
lionately  wifh'd  that  the  People  might  be  caied,  to  make 
Them  his  own,  maintained  the  contraiy.  He  contend- 
ed that  it  was  a  neceflary  Conitquence  of  his  Piojcct, 

that 
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that  the  Duty,  which  They  were  considering,  could 
not  be  augmented  for  any  Reafon  whatfoever  ;  that 
othenvife  They  would  inevitably  fall  again  into  the 
fame  Inconveniencies  and  Vexations,  which  They  were 
endeavouring  to  avoid  ;  that  it  was  the  infallible  Means 
of  making  Commerce,  Trade  and  Arts  to  flourifh,  and 
of  inducing  the  Inhabitants  to  cultivate  their  Land  well, 
and  to  improve  and  inclofe  Thofe,  which  were  unculti- 
vated ;  fince,  for  the  future,  They  would  only  labour 
upon  their  own  Account,  and  not  be  obliged  to  divide 
the  Profits  of  the  Improvements  They  mould  make.  In 
fine,  He  added  that  if  the  Revenues  feem'd  to  lofe  any 
Thing,  by  fixing  the  Alcabala,  it  was  compenfated  by 
her  Catholiclc  Majefty's  Declaration,  that  it  could  not 
be  diminim'd  ;  fo  that  if  She  did  not  find  her  Account 
by  the  Augmentation  of  Commerce,  and  of  the  other 
Things,  upon  which  that  Impafl  had  been  laid,  She 
would  likewife  lofe  nothing  by  any  Diminution,  that 
might  happen. 

The  Projedl  being  thus  fettled,  it  was  propofed  in 
Council  a  few  Days  after.  The  Dukes  of  Aha  and  In- 
fantado  had  not  the  fame  Complaifance  for  it,  that  ma- 
ny  of  Ximenei's  Partifans  had;  whether  it  were  that, 
being  Enemies  in  particular  to  Him,  They  took  a  Plea- 
iurc  in  oppofing  Him  ;  or  whether  in  EftccT:  their  true 
Sentiments  were  iiich.  They  reprefented  that  all  Inno- 
vations in  Matters  of  Government  were  dangerous ;  that 
Cullom  and  Ulage  were  all  and  all  amonglt  the  People.; 
tint  They  had  been  no  lefs  accullom'd  to  the  Manner, 
in  which  the  Alcabala  had  been  collected  for  fo  long  a 
Time,  than  to  tivt^Aicsbai*  itielf ;  that  it  v/as  not  ad- 
vantageous for  a  Stare,  that  the  People  mould  be  rich  -r 
which  ferved  only  to  make  Them  bold  and  enterpris- 
ing ;  that  if  They  were  once  indulged  to  have  their 
Requeft  p/anteJ,  the  Council  mull  expect  to  be  daily 
importuned  with  new  ones  ;  that  one  Demand  obtain'd 
makes  Way  for  another,  and  that  They  would  never  be 
content  until  all  the  Duties  fhould  be  either  diiclurged, 
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or  diminifrTd,  to  the  the  great  Prejudice  of  her  MajeHy's 
Revenue. 

Ximenes,  in  Anfwer  to  thefe  Objections,  and  feme  o- 
thers  of  lefs  Weight,  reply'd  They  could  not  deny 
that  Sovereigns  were  bound  to  do  Juftice  to  their  Sub- 
jecls;  that  one  Part  of  that  Juftice,  which  was  moft  in- 
conteftably  due  to  Them,  confifted  in  keeping  the  Pro- 
inifes  made  to  Them  ;  that  all  the  World  knew  that  the 
Kings,  her  Majefty's  PredecefTors,  had  pofuively  pro- 
mifed  to  fuppreis  tins  Impoft  now  in  Queftion,  whenever 
the  War  againft  the  Moors  fhould  be  ended  ;  that,  ex- 
aftly  to  fulfil  this  Promife,  They  could  do  no  lefs  than 
entirely  fupprefs  the  Akabala  ;  neverthelefs  That  was  far 
from  what  was  propofed,  but  only  to  moderate  it,  and  to 
procure  the  collecting  of  it  in  a  Manner,  that  fhould  not 
be  any  Prejudice  to  the  Queens  Revenue  ;  that  They 
could  do  no  lefs  in  the  preient  Conjuncture,  when  thfe 
People  were  quite  drain'd  ;  that  it  was  but  juft  They 
fhould  receive  fome  Advantage  from  the  Peatc  ;  anci 
that  nothing  lefs  could  be  done  for  Them  than  what  was 
propofed. 

The  Project  being  approved  by  the  Pluralilty  of  Votes 
in  the  Council,  the  Queen  order'd  it  fhould  be  execut- 
ed.without  any  Alteration;  and  that  a  Declaration  mould 
be  immediately  made  of  it,  in  Form  of  a  perpetual  E- 
dift. 

Ximenes obtain'd  from  this  great  Afrair  That,  which 
He  had  propored  to  Himfelf;  I  mean,  the  Afteclions  of 
the  inferior  Gentry,  the  Merchants,  the  Citizens,  the 
Mechanicks,  and  generally  all  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Towns  and  Country  ;  who  forever  afterwards  declared 
flrongly  for  Him  on  all  Occafions,  where  He  \vas 
attack'd. 

There  were  Deputations  made  from  all  Part.*  to  give 
Him  Thanks,  though  He  would  receive  none  of  Them, 
hut  tent  the  Deputies  to  the  Queen,  aflluing  Them  that 
They  were  only  indebted  to  the  Goodnefs  of  her  Majc- 
fty  for  the  Favour,  which  She  had  granted  Them. 
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He  refufed,  with  the  fame  Generofity,  the  Prefents, 
which  the  Deputies  were  order'd  to  make  Him  ;  ad'd- 
ing,'with  that  Grandeur  of  Soul,  which  was  fo  natu- 
ral to  Him,  that  a  juft  AcYion  carried  with  itfelf  its 
own  Reward,  and  that  rhe  Arch-Bifhoprick  of  Toledo 
was  rich  enough  to  ferve  the  State,  without  Hope  of 
Profit,  or  Reward.  R. 
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jHenever  the  dart-Writers  are  defeated 
in  an  Argument,  (which  is  very  far 
from  being  an  uncommon  Caff)  They 
con  flan  tly  re:ort  to  the  ftrettlar  Arm', 
and,  having  fbnfed  Themiclves  over  Head 
and  Ears  in  Abfurdities,  They  call  upon 
their  Patron  to  defend  Them  from  the  Triumphs  of 
their  Aterrj'aries.  Thk,  I  muft  confefs,  fcems  reafon* 
able  enough  between  a  Minifter  and  his  Ak'scates, 
fince  one  good  Turn  deferves  another ;  but  it  is  cer- 
tainly a  very  odd  Way  of  deciding  Controverfies,  and 
was  entirely  unknown  to  the  antknt  Logicians.  I  can 
compare  it  to  nothing  but  a  Man's  challenging  out  ano- 
ther to  fight  Him,  and  taking  Care  to  have  a  Friend  be- 
hind an  Hedge  with  a  Blunderbufs  in  his  Hand,  to  ic- 
curc  Him  aga'mft  all  Events. 

The  publick  will  eifily  recollect  feveral  Inlhnces  of 
this  ne\v-fafhion'd  Method  of  Difputation,  during  the 
Courfe  of  our  political  Warfare  ;  but,  without  troubling 
Them  to'  look  backward?,  We  have  an  Example  of  it 
now  before  our  Eyes ;  for  thefe  modtft  Scribes  having  be- 
£un  to  triumph  on  their  Succefs  in  the  late  Eleftions, 
and  afferted  very  dogmatically  that  the  Senfe  cftbe 

People 
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People  had  declared  itfelf  on  their  Side,  We  thought  ic 
incumbent  upon  us  to  examine  that  Matter  j  and  have, 
I  think,  demonihatively  proved  the  contrary.  Nay, 
our  Arguments  have  had  fo  much  Force  on  tbefe  Gen- 
tlemen themfelves,  that  They  are  manifeftly  lick  of  the 
Enquiry,  and  endeavour  to  get  rid  of  it,  by  roaring  out 
again  for  Profecutions.  But  We  fhall  purfue  our  De- 
fign,  in  Contempt  of  all  fuch  mean  Arts,  and  compleat 
the  Explanation  of  a  Subjeft,  which  is  of  the  utmoft 
Importance  to  the  whole  Nation,  at  this  Time.  Our 
Laws,  our  Liberties,  our  Conftitution,  and  the  very 
Being  of  a  free  People  depend  upon  it. 

I  mail  not  however  throw  away  any  Remarks  on  that 
numerous  Fry  of  Scribble rs,  who  are  quarter'd  in  molt 
of  the  common  Papers  ;  and  are*very  Icurnlous  for  no 
other  Reafon  than  becaufe  They  find  Themfclves  be- 
neath our  Notice.  Let  Them  rail  on,  without  Inter- 
ruption ;  for  I  fly  at  a  much  nobler  Game,  and  have  the 
Honour  to  be  engaged,  at  prelcnt,  with  Iws  famsni 
Champions  in  the  fame  Cauie,  who  arc  not  only  in  the 
Pay,  but  the  Confidence  and  Intimacy  of  their  Patron. 
Every  Body  will  immediately  perceive  that  I  mean  the 
learned  Madam  Osborne,  and  the  polite  Fratieis  Wal- 
Jfttgbam,  Elq.TXw  illuflrioui  Pair  of  Writers,  to  whom 
I  mall  always  pay  the  greateft  Deference,  are  pleafed  to 
be  very  angry  with  Me  for  my  late  Difcouri'es,  and  even 
to  call  Me  very  bard  Names.  As  for  my  goad  old  Gran- 
ny, I  am  not  much  furprized  at  Her ;  becaufe  I  know 
old  Women  are  apt  to  be  froivard,  and  impatient  of  Ccn- 
tradiftion  ;  efpccially,  when  They  happen  to  be  in  the 
Wrong.  But  the  young  Squire  is  known  to  be  ib  fine 
and  well-bred  a  Gentleman,  that  1  cannot  help  wonder- 
ing at  fome  Exprcffions,  which  have  lately  fallen  from 
his  Pen,  without  any  Provocation  ;  for  I  will  leave  the 
World  to  judge  whether  I  did  not  treat  Him  with  the 
utmoft  Decency  and  Refpecl:  even  in  that  very  Paper, 
which  hath  put  Him  into  fo  much  Wrath.  I  have  obier- 
ved,  indeed,  that  all  our  great  Men  are  grown  very  tender 

and 
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and  touchy  of  late.  Perhaps,  fomething  may  gall  Them 
more  than  ordinary.  If  fo,  I  can  only  pity  Them,  and 
promife  that  whenever  I  find  Myfelf  obliged  to  differ 
from  Them  in  Sentiments,  I  mail  always  do  it  in  fuch  a 
Manner  as  becomes  a  pi'ivateMan  towards  his  Superiors. 
This  muft  be  my  Apology  for  the  following  Remarks 
on  the  two  great  Writers  before-mention'd.  I  mail 
therefore  proceed  to  the  Point ;  and,  for  the  Sake  of 
good  Manners,  will  begin  with  the  Lady. 

When  this  Difpute  was  firft  ftarted,  the  Qneftion  was, 
on  which  Side  the  SENSE  OF  THE  PEOPLE  had  de- 
clared Itfelf  at  the  late  Elections  ;  That  is,  for  the 
COURT,  or  the  COUNTRY  PARTY.  Mrs.  Osborne 
and  her  Confederates  afcribed  it  to  the  farmer,  from  a 
Computation  of  the  Returns ;  which  would  have  been 
proper  enough,  if  the  Point  in  Debate  had  turn'd  upon 
the  Majority  within  Doors ;  but  it  is  certainly  very  little 
to  the  Purpofe  in  our  prefent  Difpute,  concerning  the 
Senfe  of  the  People  without.  In  order  to  fee  this  Affair 
in  a  clear  Light,  I  made  a  Dillinclion  between  the 
Members  for  little  Boroughs,  and  the  Knights  of  the 
Shires  ;  for  though  our  Conditution  hath  given  Refor- 
mer as  good  a  Right  to  fit  in  Parliament  as  the  latter, 
it  does  not  follow  tiiat  They  are  equally  Representatives 
of  the  PEOPLE  ;  or,  to  fpeak  more  exactly,  the  Senfe  of 
the  People  cannot  be  fo  truly  collected  from  the  Perfons, 
whom  They  chufe.  This  Propoficion  is  fo  evident, 
that  it  cannot  be  denied,  with  any  Regard  to  Truth,  or 
common  Decency.  Will  any  Man,  for  Inftance,  pre- 
tend to  affirm  that  We  may  form  as  good  a  Judgment  of 
the  'Senfe  of  the  Pople  t/"  WILTSHIRE,  from  the  Choice 
of  Memixrrs  fbrOLoSARUM,  and  feveral  other  Bo- 
's in  that  County,  as  from  the  Election  of  Knights 
:  Si-ire  ?  The  lame  Queition  may  be  ask'd,  with 
Refpccl  to  moft  o;her  Counties,  which  abound  with 
tittle  Boroughs  ;  elbecially  on  the  Sta-CoaU?.  Mrs. 
Oitorne  therefore  had  nothing  to  do,  in  that  Cafe,  but  to 
ibuie  the  Freeholder /of  England  in  a  Lump  ;  which  She 
done  very  liberally,  as  well  as  the  Country  Gintk- 

mcn 
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men  and  Clergymen,  with  but  very  little  Difcrimination  j 
for  She  compliments  the  firfl  w  ith  the  Appellation  of 
GAPING  COUNTRY  FELLOWS,  who  are  almoft  as  ig- 
norant ef  all  political  Knowledge  as  the  BEASTS  They 
rid  on;  nor  are  their  SEVERAL  LEADERS,  fays  She, 
very  much  above  Them.  In  another  Place,  They  are  call'd 
the  MOB,  with  oaken  Boughs  in  their  Hats,  and  no 
IDEAS  in  their  Heads  ;  and  juft  afterwards  They  are 
ftiled  a  Parcel  of  ignorant  fellows,  drunk  with  Sounds, 

Brandy,  and  old  Beer What  a  fine  Character  hath 

our  Autborefs  here  drawn  of  the  Country  Gentlemen, 
Clergymen  and  Britijh  Freeholders  ;  and  how  exactly 
doth  it  agree  with  the  late  pathetick  AddrefTes  to  Them, 
from  the  fame  Quarter,  in  Favour  of  the  SALT-TAX 
and  the  EXCISE  ?  But  of  all  thefe  candid  Reflections  on 
the  Freeholders  of  Great-Britain,  I  wonder  how  Mrs. 
Qsborne  came  to  think  of  charging  Them  with  Want  of 
IDEAS  ;  fince  She  cannot  forget  that  a  certain  old  Gen~ 
tlewoman  of  her  Acquaintance  lies  under  the  fame  Im- 
putation herfelf;  and  that  her  whole  Stock  of  Ideas, 
upon  the  higheit  Computation,  never  amounted  toa- 
bove  the  Numberjf//<r/rw  ;  though  She  hath  had  the  Ad- 
vantage of  enlightening  her  Mind  in  this  learned  Town, 
for  feveral  Years,  and  improving  her  natural  Underftand- 
ing  by  READING  and  GENERAL  CONVERSATION  ; 
which  haverender'd  Her,  according  to  her  own  modell 

Account,  fo  AGREEABLE    A  COMPANION. 

Having  thus  proved  the  Incapacity  of  all  People  in  the 
Country  to  judge  of  Politicks,  She  draws  the  following 
Inference.  'Tt's  no  Wonder  therefore  that  the  gaping 
Country  Fellows,  wbofe  Minds  are  a  mcer  Blank,  or  ab- 
folute  Vo\&,Jbould  greedily  /wallow  all  the  political  Scan- 
dal ret  atf  d  to  Them  by  their  JACOBITE  LEADERS  from 

the  CRAFTSMAN  .and   other  Papers. This   is  an 

home  Thrnft  upon  Us,  and  hardly  to  be  parry'd.  I 
fhall  only  obfcrve,that  fince  Mrs.Ostorne  hath  difcover'd 
Juch  an  alj-hte  J'acuum  in  all  rural  Minds,  it  kerns 
very  aftoniihing  that  They  mould  not  be  as  fufceptible 

of 
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of  thofe  wholefome  Doftrines,  which  are  fo  regularly 
convey'd  to  Them  by  minifterial  Authority,  as  of  the 
political  Scandal  retail "d  to  Them  in  the  Craftftnan  and 
other  Papers.  •  But  to  proceed. 

If  the  Senfg  of  the  People  is  to  be  determined  only  by 
Men  ofSenfe,  according  to  Mrs.  Osbornis  identical  Way 
of  Reaibniug,  I  am  afraid  This  will  occafion  new  Dif- 
putes  j  for  though  every  Man  is  apt  to  be  wife  in  bis 
own  Conceit,  very  few  are  fo  in  the  Opinion  of  others.; 
fo  that  I  cannot  fee  how  this  Point  can  be  decided, 
•without  a  general  Scrutiny  into  the  Intellect  of  tb;  Na- 
tion ;  which  would,  I  dare  fay,  take  up  more  Time  than 
even  the  YORKSHIRE  SCRUTINY  itfelf,  and  perhaps 
leave  us  in  the  Dark  at  laft. 

Our  good  M'Aber,  indeed,  hath  pointed  out  a  Me- 
thod, which  would  fbon  put  an  End  to  this  Dispute,  and 
may  be  properly  call'd  a  Jhort  Way  with  the  MA.LE- 
CONTENTS;  for  She  hath  not  only  excluded  all  the 
Bumpkin!}  Country  Gentlemen,  Clergy  and  Freeholders 
out  of  her  Commonwealth,  but  likewife  all  Papifts,  Ja- 
c-ji'itc-,  Toriis ,  and  Whigs  run  mad  ;  That  is,  all  Whigs, 
\vho  have  not  the  Grace  to  difcover  and  applaud  the  ex- 
cellenc  Conduct  of  her  Patron;  fo  that  no  Perfons 
ought  to  be  allow'd  as  Judges  in  this  Aflair,  or  to  de- 
termine the  Senfe  of  thePttple,  but  Place-men,  Ptnfi- 
oners,  Hopers,  and  other  Dependents,  of  what  Kind 
foever,  on  Men  in  Power. 

[  muft  confcfs,  This  is  new  Doflrine  to  Me  ;  for  I 
always  thought  that  the  Word  People  comprehended 
every  Individual  in  the  whole  Kingdom,  from  the 
higheit  to  the  loweft;  and  though  the  Wifdom  of  the 
Leiifliiure  hath  thought  ;:t  to  confine  the  ElefUonof 
Parliament-Men  to  the  -Freeholders,  Citizens  and  Bur- 
gfjfis,  for  the  Sake  of  Convenience  and  publick  Quier, 
J  never  apprehended  that  the  Rert  of  the  Nation  w.is  ex- 
cluded from  all  Concern  about  publick  Affairs.  There 
are  Multitudes  of  Pccr'e,  who  have  venr  large  Proper- 
ties in  the'Fw;<&,  or  otbcr  Srcn^ihs,  which  give  Them 
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no  Right  to  vote  for  any  County,  City  or  Borough  ; 
but  will  Mrs.  Qsborne  pretend  to  fay  that  They  have 
nothing  to  do  in  Matters  of  Government,  or  that  their 
Sentiments  ought  not  to  be  regarded  ?  Queen  Eliza- 
beth's Minifter  was  of  another  Opinion,  if  we  may  give 
Credit  to  the  Speftator,  who  tells  us  that  He  bad  all 
Manntr  of  Books  and  Ballads  brought  to  Him,  of  what 
Kindfoever,  and  took  great  Notice  bow  they  were  received 
by  the  People  ',  upon  which  He  would,  and  certainly  very 
well  might,  judge  of  their  prefeat  Difpojitions,  and  the 
mojl  proper  Way  of  applying  them  according  to  bis  own 
Purpofes. 

Mr.  Rapin  feems  to  be  of  the  fame  Opinion  with  this 
old-fajhion'd  Minifter  ;  for,  in  his  Account  of  the  Reign 
of  Richard  the  zd,  He  makes  the  following  Obfervation, 
which  I  verily  believe  He  did  not  intend  for  a  Libel 

upon  the  prefent  Times. . — For  feme  Time,  fays  He, 

FIVE  or  six  HUNDRED  PERSONS,  who  tomfifed  the 
PARLIAMENT,  and  SOME  HUNDREDS  OF  MAGIS- 
TRATES in  the  Totoni  and  Counties  may  feem  to  make 
^BODY  OF  THE  NATION,  and  the  REST  he  reckon^ 
as  nothing ;  but  the  Time  comes,  when  every  fingle  Perlon 
tnuji  be  taken  into  the  Account ;  and  then  the  Number 
ef  Thofe,  who  are  in  Places,  /'/  infinitely  fmal!t  in  Com- 
par.ifon  to  the  Reft  of  the  Nation.  D. 
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Shall  row  procceed  to  fome  Remarks 
on  the  courtly  Mr.  Waljingham,  who 
hath  likewife  obliged  us"  with  two  or 
three  Papers  on  the  late  Eleflions,  and 
the  Senfe  of  the  People. 

This  '  modeft  Gentleman  ft-ldom  takes 
his  Pen  in  his  Hand,  without  fome  preliminary  Decla- 
ration of  hi:;  greit  Candour  and  Humanity  ;  which  have 
difcover'd  them  (elves  fo  evidently  in  all  his  Writing.-, 
that  it  feems  almoft  fuperfluous  to  put  us  in  mind  of 
them.  Nor  hath  this  Goodnefs  of  Heart  flow'd  out  only 
towards  Kings,  Princes,  and  Mini/I  ers  of  State,  who 
have  the  Happinefs  to  be  taken  under  his  Protc&ion  ; 
but  hath  likewife  extended  itielftoThofe,  who  have  had 
the  Rafiineis  to  incur  his  Difpleafure,  by  preiuming  to 
cen'.iKe,  or  oppofe  the  Conduft  of  his  Patron.  It  would 
be  cafy  to  produce  feveral  Inftancts  of  Noblemen,  Pr;vy- 
Counjellors,  Members  of  Parliament,  Lord  Major:,  Jll- 
u'ertnt't-,  Common-Council  Men,  and  Others,  who  have 
experienced  the  utmoit  Generofity  of  Mind  from  Mr. 
Walfingham,  even  whilil  Ht  was  employing  the  whole 
Force  of  his  Genius  in  expofmg  their  Defigns,  and  de- 
f ^itin^  thdr  Attempts.  But  it  is  quite  unneceflary  to  give 
Myfelf,  or  the  Publick,  any  Trouble  of  that  Kind,  or  to 
repeat  Things,  which  are  'ib  frefli  in  every  Body's  Me- 
mory. 

J  am,  indeed,  Myfelf  an  unfortunate  Exception  to 
this  general  Rule,  and  having  lately  provoked  Mr. 
W*f*gb*m  beyond  all  Patience,  by  explaining  a  Cba- 
rafifr  in  one  of  his  Papers,  which  I  apprehended  to  be 
drawn  for  his  Patron  ;  nor  hath  He,  indeed,  denied  it; 
Z  2  but 
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but  is  very  angry  with  Me  for  finding  Fault  with  an 
Expreff-on  or  two  in  that  fine  Piece  of  Painting,  where 
R&  calls  the  Gentleman,  whom  He  was  drawing,  PO- 
THER OF  THE  PEOPLE,  and  GUARDIAN  OF  THEIR. 
HAPWKfess.  I  took  the  Liberty  ^o  exprefs- my  Opi- 
nion iha.tju.cb  Appellation*  do  not  properly  belong  to  any 
SubjecJ,  but  have  always  been  attributed  to  the  So- 
vereign.. Upon  This,  Mr.  Walfingbam  ftates  the  Ca.'e  in 
very  different  Terms,  and  then  charges  Me  with  paltry 
pttty-fo*gitfg  Knavery,  for  fagging  in  the  Name  of  MA  j  E  s- 
TY  by  Violeme  on  this  important  Octa/ion.  Now,  for 
my  Part,  I  cannot  fee  any  Violence  in  the  Cafe.  The 
Remark  was  obvious,  and  immediately  occur'd  to  fcvc- 
ral  Gentlemen,  who  happcn'd  to  take  up  his  Paper  as 
well  as  Myfclf.  But,  for  Godfake,  why  PETTY-FOC- 
CING  Ktw.ery,  of  all  the  Expreffions  in  the  World? 
There  is  fome  Difcretion  required  ever,  in  the  Choice  of 
Epitl:e!s  ;  and,  mcthink?,  fo  judicious  a  Writer  as  Mr. 
Wa/fingb'sm  fhould  have  run  over  his  whole  Vocabulary, 
on  this  important  Occafecr.,  rather  than  make  ufe  of  one 
fo  improper  ;  for  the  Word  Petty-figgfng  hath  the  fame 
Effect  out  of  his  Mouth,  AS  Mrs.  Osfaac's  Want  of 
IDEAS. 

Thejffvng  Gtnt!emm\s  fo  much  nettled  at  my  Re- 
marks on  this  Part  or  his  Paper,  that  He  pioceeds  to 
vindicate  Himfclf  in  the  following  Manner. 

"  It  hath  ever  been  allow'd,  in  a  popular  Way  of 
««  writing,  to  fpeak  oi Patriots,  va&pubiick  Jkntf afters, 
as  Fathers  and   Guardiam  of  the  People.     'Twas  the 
tt&\zni.fenatarial  Appellation  ;  and  jealous  as  Princes 
are  of  Dignity,  not  one  of  the  Roman  Erpperors  ever 
deny'd  it  to  the  Senate,  but  ufed  it  Themfelves  to  the 
Members  of  that  venerable  Body. 
It  is  certainly  true  that  the  Title  of  Fathers  was  al- 
ways given  to  the  Rorr.an  Senate  ;  and  that  publick  Bcnc- 
fatlon  were  frequently  diftinguhh'd,  in  the  lame  Man- 
ner, with  the  Appellation  of  Patrts  Patrice,  or  Fathers 
ej  their  Ctuntry.     But  what  is  This  to  die  Purpole  ?  Is 

there 
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there  no  Difference  between  a  Commenviealtb  and  a 
Monarchy,  even  a  limited  Monarchy?  I  am  fure  Mr. 
Walftr.gham  and  his  Affociata  were  ve;- y  fev ere  upon- 
Me,  fome  Time  ago,  for  calling  our  Government  a  Sort 
of  REGAL  COMMONWEALTH,  and  conftrued  it  into 
a  Defign  of  overturning  the  Conflitution .  I  mull  like- 
wife  put  this  Gentleman  in  mind  that  there  was  not  a 
more  common  Expreffion  amongft  the  old  Romans  than 
the  Majefly  of  the  People  ;  and  yet  if  I  mould  exprefly 
apply  it  to\heBritiJb  People,  or  even  by  xvay  of  Alluiion 
only,  I  am  confident  that  He  would  immediately  re- 
new the  Cry  of  Republicanism,  and  gravely  undertake 
to  prove  that  it  was  ftripplng  the  King  ol  the  facred 
Robes  of  Majt/ly,  and  clapping  them  on  the  Back  of  the 
People. 

It  is  likewife  true,  as  Mr.  Waljingham  obfcrves,  that 
the  Roman  Emperors  never  denied  the  Appellation  of  Fa- 
thers to  the  Senate.  But  if  He  will  give  Himfelf  the 
Trouble  to  confult  Tacitus,  Macbiai'el,  or  almolt  any 
Writer  upon  the  Reign  of  thofe  Empercrs,  He  will  find 
thatThey  continued  the  Senate  itfelf  for  no  other  Reafon 
than  to  cheat  the  People  out  of  their  Liberty,  and  carry 
on  their  new-invented  Tyranny  under  old  Names.  Propri- 
0/7  /•/  TIBER  10  fuit,  fays  Tacitus,  feeler  a  nuper  repcrta. 
prifcis  verbis  obtegere.  Since  it  was  therefore  their  Inte- 
reft  to  maintain  the  form  of  a  Senate,  in  order  tofcreen 
and  authorize  their  wicked  Practices  ;  who  can  wonder 
that  They  mould  likewife  continue  the  old  Appellation, 
for  the  fame  Purpofe  ?  It  would  have  been  too  barefaced 
in  the  worft  of  thofe  Monjters  to  have  call'd  the  Senate 
a  Parcel  of  Tools  and  Bubbles,  as  They  really  were. 
Nay,  it  is  remarkable  that  Tiberius,  as  the  fame  Hiftori-' 
an  informs  u?,  was  fo  cautious  of  difcovcring  his  Defigns, 
and  ftirring  up  Jcaloufy,  that  He  refufed  the  Title  of 
Father  if  bis  Country,  though  often  prefi'd  by  the 
People  to  accept  of  it.  Nomen  PATRIS  PATRIJE  Ti- 
t  .'i  PipuloJ'eepitii  ingejlum,  rcpkdiavit. 

Z  3  But 
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But  a  K;ng  of  Great  Britain  is,  properly  fpcaking, 
the  Father  of  bh  People,  being  intended  as  fuch  by  our 
Conftitution ;  and  it  being  one  of  his  moft  endearing 
Appellations,  We  are  often  addrefs'd  in  this  Style  from 
the  Throne  itfelf.  I  muft  therefore  leave  the  World 
to  judge  whether  Mr.  Walfmghatrfs  Application  of  it 
was  not  improper,  at  lead  ;  and  whether  He  might  not 
as  well  have  complimented  his  Patron  with  the  Title 
of  Defender  of  the  Faith. 

Thus  much  concerning  our  minifterial  Step-Father  ; 
for  I  am  ftill  willing  to  give  Him  that  Title,  and  mail 
always  pay  Him  the  Duty,  which  belongs  to  it.——- 
Let  us  now  proceed  to  his  Advocate's  Obfervations  on 
the  late  Elections  and  Senfe  of  the  People. 

Mr.  Waffiitthttm  feems  to  prevaricate  a  little  upon 
this  Subjeft ;  for  in  his  late  Satire  againlt  Popularity, 
He  plainly  gave  up  the  Senfe  of  (be  People,  by  acknow- 
kdging,  without  any  Referve,  that  it  is  not  the  La/s  of 
a  SINGLE  CONTEST,  which  is  to  be  confide r V as  the 
real  Grievance.  'Toe  Example,  faid  He,  is  of  a  GENE- 
RAL NATURE.  But  finding  this  Conceflion  turn'd 
ftrongly  againft  Him,  and  having,  perhaps,  received  a 
gentle  Reprimand  for  it,  He  began  to  draw  back  again, 
and  imitate  his  old  Sifter  Osbornc,  by  diftinguifhing  be- 
tween the  Voite  of  the  People  and  the  Senfe  of  the  People; 
«ne  of  which  He  calls  popular  Witcbcraft  and  the  Hal- 
loo of  the  Mob;  whereas  He  gives  us  to  understand  that 
the  other  refides  in  the  Head,  and  never  breaks  forth  into 
any  publick  Manifeftarions.  He  likewife  concurs  with, 
the  fame  learned  Lady  in  Opinion,  that  thefe  Men  of 
jilent  Senfe  are  all  on 'the  Court-Side,  and  from  thence 
concludes  that  it  is  ridiculous  for  us  to  infift  on  the  noify 
Voice  of  the  People.  In  fhort,  They  have  bandy'd  thcfe 
plain  Words  backwards  and  forwards  fo  long,  in  order 
to  recover  the  late  Difgrace  of  their  Patrcn,  that  J  verily 
believe  they  don't  know  what  They  mean  Themfelves 
by  the  Senfe  cf  tkt  Ptopic  ;  Uriki»  it  be  the  Senfe  cf 
in  PLAC  ES. 

As 
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As  for  the  Counties  and  great  trading  Towns,  which 
have  proved  very  un dutiful  to  our  minifterial  Papa, 
They  have  nothing  elfe  to  fay  but  that  tbefe  Elections 
have  been  carried  by  popular  Violence,  bad  Pollen,  and 
other  illegal  Practices.  For  this  Reafon,  Mr.  Wolfing- 
bam  hath  feconded  his  Inveftives  againlt  Popularity  with 
a  learned  Apology  for  Weeding,  and  modeftly  afluresus 
that  all  the  corrupt  Influence  at  the  late  Elections,  as 
well  as  falfe  Returns,  will  appear  on  the  Cnmtry  Side  ; 
which  makes  Them  fo  much  afraid  of  any  Enquiry. 

Now  I  will  venture  to  affirm,  as  to  the  firft  Part  of 
this  Charge,  that  there  never  was  a  general  Eleftion  in 
this  Kingdom  attended  with  lefs  Rioting  than  That, 
which  is  lately  over.  We  have  fcarcely  heard  of  fo  much 
as  a  broken  Head  upon  this  Occafion,  or  of  any  At- 
tempts towards  popular  Violence',  though  there  was  fuf- 
ficient  Provocation  given  for  it,  on  the  Court-Side,  in 
leveral  Places;  but  the  People  happen 'd  tote  apprized 
of  their  Dejigns,  and  therefore  very  wifely  reftrain'd 
Themfelves. 

As  to  Corruption  and  undue  Influence,  it  feems  very 
extraordinary  that  Thofe  mould  be  moll  culpable  in  this 
Refpeft,  whoareleaft  able  to  fupport  the  Expence  ;  and 
that  Thofe,  who  are  fo  liberally  endow'd  with  Confi- 
dence and  Credit,  mould  keep  their  Fingers  intirely  un- 
dented. This  will  certainly  be  a  Proof  of  great  Self- 
Denial,  and  muft  be  allow'd  fomewhat  unufual  in  Men 
of  their  Completion.  But  Mr.  Walfingbarn  ieeir.s  to 
be  aware  that  this  Charge  will  not  held  good,  upon 
Enquiry,  and  therefore  endeavours  to  confound  the 
Mte/W/,  I'onejf  Ir.f.ucnce  cf  Country  Gcntla.ien,  which 
harh  never  been  call'd  in  Quctiion,  with  that  corrupt, 
riiniftmal  Influence,  which  hath  occafionM  fo  many 
Complaints,  in  all  Ages,  and  is  made  punifhable  by  io 
many  Laws.  Whatever  Mr.  Walfinf'ham  may  appre- 
hend, there  certainly  is  a  very  wide  Difference  between 
the  ordinary  Struggles  of  private  Gentlemen  againft  each 
ether,  (even  fuppofing  feme  undue  Influence  fheuld  be 

uled,) 
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ufed,)  and  the  corrupt  Application  of  publick  Money ; 
for,  in  one  Cafe,  Gentlemen  of  the  beft  Eltates  and  Jnte- 
reft  in  their  Country  would  be  generally  chofen  ;  but, 
in  the  other,  a  Parcel  of  little  Upflarts  might  be  fent 
down,  to  browbeat  and  exclude  the  worthieft  Families 
in  the  Kingdom.  I  take  This  to  be  one  of  the  chief 
Reafons  for  laying  fuch  Reftraints  upon  Bribery  in  E- 
leftions  ;  becaufe  if  Money  was  allow'd  to  be  fpent,  up- 
on thefe  Occafions,  it  would  let  Tbofe  into  our  Contefts, 
who  ought  to  have  nothing  to  do  in  them,  and  even 
give  Them  an  Opportunity  of  chufing  what  Parliament 
They  pleafe.  This,  1  fay,  hath  always  been  efteem'd 
the  great  Grievance,  and  what  our  Anceftorsf  as  well 
as  the  prefent  Generation,  have  taken  fo  much  Pains  to 
redrefs. 

As  to  bad  Pollen  and.  falfe  Returns,  I  heartily  wilh 
that  they  may  be  all  fet  aftde,  without  any  Regard  to 
Parties,  or  Perfons  whatfoever  ;  for  I  c.nnot  agree  with 
Mr.  Walfingbam  that  the  ba.e  Name  of  a  Tory  is  a  fufii- 
cient  Reafon  to  thruft  a  Man  out  of  his  Seat  in  Purlra- 
ment ;  or  that  even  their  Number  ought  to  pa's  for  A 
Proof  of  theiTfaf/e,  corrupt  and  illegal  Eleftiens. 

Upon  the  whole,  I  believe  the  Country  Party  have  no 
Reafon  to  be  afraid  of  z  fair  Enquiry,  and  defire  nothing 
more  than  an  impartial  Determination  of  all  their  Dif- 
putes  with  the  other  Side.  This  may  be  jurtly  expec- 
ted from  our  prefent  Representatives,  notwithllanding 
Mr.  Walfingbam's  Infmuations  to  the  contrary  ;  and  if 
thcSENSE  OF  PARLIAMENT, in  other  Refpecl*,  fhould 
appear  on  bii  Side,  as  He  feems  to  promiic  Himfdf,  it 
will  he  a  plain  Sign  that  the  Court  does  not  want  any 
new  Acceffion  of  Power,  to  ftrcngthen  i«s  Hands  againil 
the  Country  Intercft. 

Before  1  conclude,  it  is  proper  to  take  fome  Notice  of 
thofc  Complaints,  which  are  perpetually  thrown  out  a.- 
g;(in(l  us  by  Walfingbam  and  Qibornc,  .'or  letting  up  a 
Country  Party,  in  Oppofition  to  the  Court.  My  An- 
fwcr  i-,  that  it  was  not  originally  fct  up  by  Us,  tutbjf 

'    Ibcfe, 
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Taofe,  who  c  Conduft  for  feveral  Years  paft  made  itab- 
iolutely  necefiafy. — To  This  it  is  reply 'd,  that  the  In- 
tere/i  of  Court  and  Country  is  the  fame.  I  fay  fo  too  ; 
but  Minijlen  are  apt  to  be  of  another  Opinion,  and 
when  They  have  created  the  Difference,  grow  angiy 

with  the  Dift'tifiion. Laftly,   it  is  added,  tbat  fucb 

Dijlinftions  tend  to  alienate  the  PEOPLE'S  Affettions 
from  tbdr  PRINCE,  and  render  Them  uneafy  under  bis 
Gwersmeat,  There  may,  perhaps,  be  fome  Truth  in 
This ;  and  I  am  ready  to  allow  that  it  is  a  very  wicked 
Thing  to  rob  a  good  Prince  of  his  flronge  I  Support.  But 
if  the  beft  King  upon  Earth  fhould  happen  to  be  curfed 
with  a  defptrate  Mitiijler,  who  is  driving  every  Thing 
to  Ruin  ;  what  is  to  be  done  ?  Befides,  I  mult  put  tbeje 
worthy  Writers  and  their  Patron  in  mind  that  there  is 
another  Practice  as  wicked  as  the  former  ;  I  mean  alie- 
nating the  PRINCE'S  Ajfc  El  ion  from  bis  PEOPLE,  for 
who'.e  Good  all  Government  was  originally  founded. 
There  is  a  very  juil  Obfervation  on  this  Subjeft  in  one 
of  the  Perjtan  Letters,  with  which  I  fliall  conclude.— 
It  relates  to  the  Death  of  Baron  Gterts,  Prime- Minifier 
to  the  late  King  of  Sweden. 

He  was  accufed,  fays  the  Author,  of  a  very  high 
Crime ;  namely  calumniating  the  Nation,  a*d  creat- 
ing in  the  KING  a  Diffidence  of  his  PEOPLE  ;  an  Of- 
fence,  in  my  Opinion,  worthy  of  a  thoufand  Deaths. 
For,  in  fhon,  if  it  is  an  ill  Action  to  blacken,  in  the 
Mind  of  one's  Prince,  ihs  LOWEST  of  his  Subjects* 
what  is  it  to  traduce  a  WHOLE  PEOPLE,  and  rob 
Them  of  the  Goodwill  of  HIM,  whom  Providence 
hath  fet  up  to  make  Them  happy  ?  D. 


POSTSCRIPT. 

MY  dear  old  Friend  Mrs.  Osbor/re,   having  try'd 
all  Ways  to  prove   that  the  Sexfe  of  tbi.  Nation, 
or  the  (letting  Part  of  it,  is  on  hcrSKfcft  haih  at  laft 

turn'd 
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turn'd  her  Argument  to  the  ElefteJ,  and  advanced 
Ibme  Pofitions  upon  that  Subjecl,  which  have  furprized 
the  whole  Tovrn.  It  would  therefore  be  very  inex- 
cufeable  in  Me  to  let  them  pafs  intirely  unobfe:  ved. 

Thefe  Pofuions  are,  tbat  not  snly  the  Sen!e  of  the 
People,  but  even  //><?  INDEPENDENCY  and  WEALTH 
ff  the  Parliament  are  on  the  COURT-SIDE. 

In  the  firft  Place,  the  good  old  Lady  aflerts  tbat  there 
are  near  rw o  HUNDRED  of  the  COURT-MEMBERS, 

e'.s  They  are  catfd)  who  ha-i-e  no  PLACES,  nor  Co u  RT- 
EPENDENCIES. I  am  glad  to  hear  it  with  all 

my  Heart ;  for  I  will  defy  Her  to  prove  that  This  was 
the  Cafe  of  the  laft  Parliament ;  and  therefore  it  con- 
firms our  Argument  that  the  late  Elections  have  done 
fome  Service  to  the  Nation.  Befides,  if  Mrs.  Oibcnie 
can  prove  her  Afiertion,  that  there  is  fo  large  a  Num- 
ber of  Gentlemen,  on  whom  her  Patron  depends,  with- 
out any  Influence  of  Places,  or  Court-Dependencies,  I 
fhall  be  very  far  from  giving  Them  up  intirely  as  Court' 
Members,  whatever  They  may  be  caWd. 

So  far  as  to  their  INDEPENDENCY.  She  then  pro- 
ceeeds  to  their  WEALTH;  and  liaving  given  us  a  ge- 
neral Calculation  of  their  Eftates,  concludes  tbat  there 
is  mere  Wealth  in  MONEY  and  greater  Eft  ates  in  LAND 
among  the  Gentlemen,  who  are  cbokn  on  the  COURT 
SIDE,  than  there  are  among  the  ANTI-COURTIERS. 
What  MONEY  They  may  have,  God  only  knows  ;  for 
Mcney  hath  no  Ear-Mark,  and  is  generally  conceal'd. 
But  I  was  quite  ftartled  to  fee  Madam  Oibernc  claim 
the  Superiority  in  LA  N  u  ;  for,  to  confels  the  Truth,  I 
was  juft  going  to  challenge  Her  on  that  very  Account, 
and  thought  Myfelf  able  to  prove,  from  a  Computation, 
which  I  had  made,  that  the  COUNTRY  MEMBERS 
had,  at  leaft,  double  the  Wealth  in  LANDED  ESTATES  ; 
elpecially,  if  She  would  give  me  Leave  to  except  Two 
or  THREE  of  her  Acquaintance,  who  have  lately 
Iqueezed  immenfe  Treafures  out  of  the  Blood  and  Bow- 
els of  the  Kingdom.  However,  if  She  includes  tht 

AM 
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two  hundred  COURT-MEMBERS,  (as  They  are  catfd) 
who  hate  no  PLACES,  nor  Court  Dependencies,  in  this 
Account,  I  will  readily  give  up  the  Point,  and  fay  no 
more  of  it. 

Her  La&jbip  is  plea  fed  to  be  very  arch  upon  Me,  by 
Way  of  Poftfeript,  and  endeavours  to  prevent  my  treat- 
ing Her,  for  the  future,  in  the  feminine  Gender,  by  an- 
ticipating my  Anfwer  ;  a  Device,  which  She  leems  to 
have  borrowed  from  old  Ifaac  Bickerftajf,  or  the  Spefta- 
tor,  who  were  Men  of  Humour,  and  wrote  only  in 
Jeft.  But  the  Difpute  between  us  is  of  a  ferious  Na- 
ture, and  ought  not  to  be  fported  with.  Did  She  ever 
pretend  to  deny,  or  does  She  dare  to  deny,  that  She 
is  actually  an  OLD  WOMAN  ?  I  defy  Her  to  do  it, 
and  will  appeal  to  all  her  Acquaintance.  D. 


N°.  410.  SATURDAY,  July  ao,    1734. 


!Y  Remarks  on  the  Englijb  Elefticns  have 
been  extended  farther  than  I  p.opofed  at 
firft,  or  perhaps  was  neceflary,  in  order 
to  fee  what  the  minifterial  Writers 
would  lay  to  the  Chirge  exhibited  a- 
gainft  their  Patron,  concerning  the  late 
Election  of  Peers  in  SCOTLAND.  About  five  Weeks 
ago,  I  gave  the  Publicka  true  Copy  of  the  PROTESTS 
enter'd  by  fcveral  noble  Lor  is,  upon  that  Occasion, 
with  only  two  or  three  curfory  Remarks,  by  Way  of 
Explanation  ;  and  choie  to  defer  any  farther  Obferva- 
tions  upon  them,  till  the  Court-Advocates  had  given 
us  their  Sentiments  on  fo  important  a  Subject.  But 
They  have  hitherto  contented  Themfelves  with  feme 
general  Reflections  011  the  Protejien,  and  feem  to  have 

indullrioufly 
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induftrioufly  avoided  any  particular  Difquifition  of  the 
Matter  itfelf.  The  Day-labourers  in  the  Courant  have, 
indeed,  obliged  us  with  fcveral  Diflertations  upan  this 
Subjcft  ;  but  I  did  not  imagine  tboj'e  Papers  intended  as 
the  Cue  of  the  Partv,  and  was  every  Week  in  Hopes 
of  feeing  the  Difcuffion  of  fo  material  a  Point  under- 
taken by  the  learned  Madam  Osborne,  or  the  courtly 
Mr.  Walfingbam ;  to  whofe  Writings  I  mall  always 
pay  the  profoundeft  Regard,  as  coming  from  Authority, 
and  licenfect  according  to  Order.  However,  as  tbefg 
premier  Advocates  have  thought  fit  to  decline  the  Con- 
teft,  and  perhaps  They  may  think  it  a  Place  too  fore 
to  be  touch'd,  I  will  condefcend  fo  far  as  to  take  fome 
Notice  of  what  the  minor  Politicians  have  advanced 
upon  the  Seotijb  Eleftions  and  Protejls.  I  am  the 
more  inclined  to  do  This,  becaufe  I  have  obferved  that 
the  Patron  of  tbcfe  Writers  fometimes  chufes  to  throw 
out  his  firft  Hints  in  obfcure  Papers,  that  He  may  after- 
wards have  nn  Opportunity  of  juftifying,  or  difowning 
them,  as  He  fecsOccafion.  This  was  particularly  the 
Cafe,  in  thofe  ever-memorable  Affairs  of  the  IRISH 
RECRUITS,  and  the  late  EXCISE-SCHEME,  which 
received  their  firft  Countenance  in  the  Courant,  and 
were  afterwards  defended  at  large,  in  more  eminent 
Papers.  In  fhort,  I  look  upon  ibis  ingenious  Club  of 
Statefmen  as  a  Parcel  of  raw,  young  Bat  rift trs,  pick'ci 
up  by  the  SOLLICITOR  juft  to  open  the  Brief,  and 
leave  the  knotty  Points  of  the  Law  to  fewer  Council, 
who  are  intruded  with  the  Nature  of  the  Evidence, 
and  the  whole  Merits  of  the  Caufe.  The  following 
Remarks  mult  therefore  be  very  agreeable  to  tbeje 
Openers  ;  and  will,  I  hope,  put  a  Stop  to  thofe  Severi- 
ties, which  I  have  formerly  drawn  upon  Myfclf,  by 
refilling  to  take  any  Notice  of  Them. 

I  thought  at  firit  that  tbej'e  Gentlemen  intended  to  be 
waggifh,  and  turn  theSuhicft  into  Ridicule,  by  under- 
taking to  prove  that  \\\cPrettjis  were  not,  genuine  ; 
but  by  dwelling  upon -the  lomcSubjeit  through  ievcral 

Papers, 
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Papers,  and  gravely  calling  upon  the  noble  Lords  to  re- 
lent fuch  an  Injury  to  their  Names,  They  appear  to  be 
in  downright  earneft,  and  would  have  the  World  be- 
lieve that  tbefe  Papers  were  only  fome  of  the  ordinary 
Libcla  of  our  Malcccntents,  under  the  folemn  Form  of 
Proles ;  though  there  were  many  authemick  Copies 
of"  the  Minutes  ofEleftion  then  in  Town  ;  and  a  cer- 
tain Per/on  is  fince  arrived  from  thofe  Parts,  who  is 
fully  able  to  convince  Them  that  fucb  Injlriiments  were 
aftually  enter'd  and  fign'd  at  Edinburgh  by  the  noble 
Lords,  to  whom  they  are  afcribcd. 

The  firft  Argument  to  prove  tbcfe  Protefti  fictitious 
is,  that  the  Perfons  charged  with  making  ufe  of  fuch 
undue  Influence  are  not  fpecifically  mentioned,  but  only 
pointed  out  under  the  general  Character  of  Miniflers 
and  People  in  Power.  Now  this  Objection,  as  I  appre- 
hend, will  hold  equally  flrong  againft  all  our  Etigliflt 
Protefts  ;  for  I  do  not  remember  that  I  ever  fa\v  one, 
in  which  the  Name  of  any  Minijler  was  exprefly  men- 
tion'd  ;  though  1  have  read  many  full  of  very  plain  and 
itrong  Allufions  to  Him. 

Another  Reafon  for  fuppofing  tbefe  Papers  not  to  be 
genuine  is,  that  they  do  not  contain  any  par licular  and 
explicit  Proofs  of  the  undue  Injtti:;;ce,  with  which 
Gentlemen  (land  charged.  This  is  a  notable  Argument 
truely ;  and  the  Protrfters  muft  have  been  as  wife  as 
tl't'/'c  Writers,  or  their  Direfior,  if  They  had  thus  fore- 
arm'd  the  Per  ions  accufed,  and  given  Them  an  Oppor- 
tunity of  defeating  the  Evidence  by  fome  ingenious 
Contrivance,  for  which  Men  in  their  Station  and  Cir- 
cumftances  are  feldom  at  a  Lofs. 

But  the  beit  Reaibn  of  all  comes  laft  ;  for  They  add 
thit  fuppofing  the  Charge  could  be  proved,  in  its  full 
Strength,  the  Matters  alledged  in  the  Protefts  are  not 
contrary  to  any  La:o,  and  therefore  not  criminal ;  from 
whence  it  is  infer'd  that  the  nsble  Lards,  whole  Name* 
are  afiix'd  to  them,  could  no:  be  guilty  of  (b  frivolous 
a  Charge.  -  .  I  don't  know  what  tbeje  Gcntltmen 

VOL.  XII.  A  a  may 


278       ¥be  CRAFTSMAN.      N°  420. 

may  intend  by  faying  that  Corruption,    in  the  Election 
of  Scotiflj   Peers,  is  not  contrary  to  any  Law.     If  They 
«  mean  that  it  is  not  exprefly  prohibited  by  any  Statute- 
Law,  They  may  perhaps  be  in  the  Right  ;  but  furely 
They  cannot  want  to  be   inform'd   that  all  Aftions  in 
tbemfelves  immoral,  or  what  We  call  in  Latin  mala   in 
fe,  are  contrary  to   the  common  Law  cf  the  Land;  for 
it  is  an  eftablim'd  Maxim,  that  the  Law  halb  a  Remedy 
for  every  Evil,  and  that  Want  of  Right  and  Want  of 
Remedy  are  the  fame  Thing.      Befides,  I   apprehend 
that  theClaufein  the  Bill  of  Rights,  which    provides 
that  all  Eleftions  /hall  be  free,  includes  a  Condemna- 
tion of  all  undue  Influence,  or   Corruption  ;  for  though 
the  Union  of  the  two  Kingdoms  happen'd  fince  ;  yet  all 
the  Laws  of  England  being   confirm'd  and  recognized 
by  the  Aft   of  Union,  unlefs  in   fome  particular  Points 
there  fpecify'd,  it  is  now  become  the  general  Law  of 
the  united  Kingdom.     But  there  is  ftill  fomething  farther 
to  be  faid  upon  this  Subject  ;  for  fuppofing  with  thefe 
worthy  Writers,  that  there  is  no  exprefs  Law   now  in 
being  againtt  Corruption,  in  the  Election  ofScotiJh  Peers, 
it  {hews  at  leaft   the  Expediency  of  fuch  a  Law,   or 
Refutation,  as  was  moved  for,  the  lalt  Seffion  of  Parlia- 
ment, by  a  noble  Duke ;  viz.  that  any  Pcrfon,  or  Pcrjons, 
taking  Hpo/i  Him,  or  Them,  to  engage  any  Peers  cf  Scot- 
land by  Threats,  PromiJ'e  of  Place    or  Penfion,    or  any 
Reward  or  Gratuity  whatfofver,  from  the  Crown,   to 
rote  for  any  Peer,  or  Lift   of  Peers,  to  reprefcnt  the 
Peerage  </f  Scotland  in  Parliament,  is  an  high  In  full  en 
tbejuftice  of  the  Crown,  an  her  each  wait  on  the  Free- 
dom of  Elections,  and  highly  injurious  to  thf  Honour  of 
tl-e  Peerage. 

A  previous  Quefiicn  was,  indeed,  put  upon  this  Mo- 
tion, whether  it  fhould  be  then  put,  and  it  was  re- 
lolvcd  in  the  Negative ;  which  was  fuppo.ld  to  be 
owing,  in  a  grvat  Meafure,  to  th«  Aiguments  of  a 
learned  Lord,  very  jutily  advanced  to  the  Head  of  the 
Law  j  wlio  obfervcd  that  the  Practices,  defign'd  to  be 

prevented 
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prevented  by  the  foregoing  Motion,  U.ing  undoubtedly 
contrary  to  Law,  tV  Motion  itfelf  was  needlefs.  How- 
ever, many  Peers  had  fuch  particular  Reafons  for  rein- 
forcing the  Law,  at  that  Junfture,  that  They  thought 
fit  to  enter  the  Reafons  of  their  Difiem,  in  the  follow- 
ing Pioteft,  rv's. 

i.  "  Bccaufe  We  apprehend  that  this  Refolution, 
"  being  only  declaratory  of  undeniable  Truth*,  ought 
"  not  to  have  been  avoided  by  a  previous  Qusftion ;  fince 
«  We  fear  the  leaving  it  undetermined  may  tend  to 
"  encourage  Practices  dangerous  to  our  Conftitution  Li 
"  general,  and  to  the  Honour  and  Dignity  of  ibis 
"  Hitife  in  particular. 

"2.  "  Becaufe  We  think  this  Houfc  cannot  (hew  too 
"  ftiong  an  Abhorrence  of  Practices,  which,  whether 
"  they  have  been  committed  or  not  in  former  Elcd'ti- 
"  ons,  are  yet  of  fuch  a  Nature,  as  may  poiTibly  be  at- 
"  tempted  hereafter  by  a  Miniftcr,  \vho  may  find  it 
"  necefTary  to  try  all  Methods  to  iecure  a  Majority  in 
"  this  Hcuj'e,  either  to  promote  his  future  aw&ilious 
"  Views,  or  to  fcreen  his  paft  criminal  CwduEt. 

I  mill  clofe  my  Obfcrvations  on  this  Part  of  the  Sub- 
ject with  taking  Notice  that  the  Apology  itfelf  is  a 
tacit  Confcffion  of  Guilt  ;  for  it  docs  not  contain  any 
Denial  of  the  Fad  charged  upon  People  in  Power ;  but 
an  avow'd  Juftihcation  of  it,  as  contrary  to  no  Law,  iup- 
pofing  it  to  be  true. 

The  laft  Courant  I  have  fecn  upon  this  Subjcfl  is 
fign'd  R.  Freeman,  whom  I  take,  by  his  Manner  of 
writing,  to  be  the  fame  great  Genius,  that  cliftinguiih'd 
itfelf  lill  Year  under  the  Name  of  C.irus.  T 
Author  feems  to  think  He  hath  given  a  full  Am'wcr  to 
the  Proicjt,  concerning  the  Battalion  under  Arms  during 
the  Time  of  Election,  by  obierving  that  the  Scots  Pee- 
rage having  always  been  remarkable  for  their  Courage, 
and  never  more  fo  than  at  present,  it  is  ridiculous  to 
fnppofe  that  They  fhould  be  over-awed  by  a  Body  of 
who  did  not  exceed  the  Number  of  Themfelves 
A  a  2  and 
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and  their  own  Secants.  But  as  We  hive  been  told 
from  the  lame  Quarter  that  the  Cou.f-L'ft  carry'd  their 
Elcftion  by  almost  two  to  one,  and  it  is  reaibnable  to 
fuppoe  tbit  They  were  enabled  to  appear  with  as 
gocxl  an  Equipage  as '  the  Others,  there  docs  not  feem  to 
have  been  my  Occa/ion.  for  calling  in  the  military  Po:':cr 
to  their  Aflilhnce.  Befi.ie?,  I  i null  acquaint  tbii  Gen- 
tleman  with  another  Point  which  may  perhaps  have 
efcaped  his  Knowledge;  I  me«n  that  the  Legislature 
hath  taken  particular  Care  to  prevent  any  tumultuary, 
or  leditious  Pratt  ces,  upon  the  e  Occ  .ions,  by  retrain- 
ing any  Scots,  Peer  from  coming  to  fucii  Aketinr- 
any  more  than  his  ordinary  Attendants. 

Having  paid  this  Compliment  to  the  Gentlemen- 
Penftoners  in  the  Courant,  1  fhall  conclude  with  lomc 
general  Observations  on  the  lame  Subject. 

It  appear?,  upon  a  View  of  the  Prof  efts,  that  the 
noble  Lords,  who  fign'd  them,  proceeded  in  a  regular 
Manner;  for  in  :he  firft,  commonly  call'd  Duke  H.-imiU 
fan's  Pro:e#,  it  is  let  forrh  that  He  bad  ftrong  Groundt 
to  believe  that  a  Lift  ef  fix  teen  Scots  Peers  bad  been 
named  by  //k>  MINISTER,  axd  fent  dnon  by  bis  Ac  EN  r, 
in  order  to  be  ebofen  by  undue  Influence.  The  Names 
of  thefe  Jixtcsn  Peers  aie  particularly  mention'd  before- 
hand ;  and  it  is  added  that  if  it  Jhall  appear,  in  the 
Cuurfe  of  this  E  left  ion  <  that  the  Lift  voted  is,  and  bath 
been,  a  Lift  fa  turned  by  the  MINISTER,  and  /^/un- 
due Means  have  been  ufed  to  induce  the  Pffrs,  tuba  are 
to  vote  *t  tbii  Ekftion,  or  any  Number  of  Them,  to  vott 
for  fucb  Lift,  fucb  Elettion  {ball  be  be  Id  a>  illegal,  (on- 
trary  to  the  Freedom  of  Elc£tion.%  ani  therefore  \nij. 

The  Reafons  for  this  Proteft  are  particularly  con- 
firm'd  by  the  Declarations  of  two  titble  Lords,  that  fuch 
undue  Influence  bad  been  attempted  an  Tbe tnfehes  ;  and 
every  individual  Peer,  mcntion'd  in  the  laid  Proteit* 
being  aftually  chofen,  anodicr  Proteft  was  erter'd  by 
rhe  Djkeof  Qiitensberry,  letting  forth  that  it  appear •/ 
the  ftvsral  Circumftataes,  wbicb  have  preceded  and 

attended 
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attended  this  Election,  that  this  Lift  bath  been  named 
bj  the  MINISTER,  andfent  down  Ay  his  AGENT,  vultb* 
out  Regard  to  the  real  Opinion  and  Sentiment:  of  the  Peers. 

It  hath  been  obferved,  indeed,  that  the  Court-Lords 
have  as  much  Right  to  aflbciate  Themfelves  into  a  Lift, 
and  fupport  each  other's  Intereft  as  the  Cauxtry- Lira's. 
This  is  very  true  ;  nor  does  the  Charge  confiil  in  any 
fuch  voluntary  Afibciation,  but  in  the  arbitrary  Nomi- 
nation of  the  Minijhr,  and  the  widue  Meani  employ  TdP« 
to  procure  the  Eleclion  of  his  Lift. 

It  muft  likewifc  be  confefc'd  that  this  Charge  remains 
to  be  proved  ;  but  if  it  mould  happen  to  be  made  good, 
and  if  any  of  the  frctefting  Peers  fhould  be  able  to 
name  the  Pcrfcns,  who  attempted  Them,  as  well  as  the 
particular  sums,  or  Employments,  which  They  were  of- 
fer'd  ;  I  hope  it  will  noi  be  deny'd  that  This  is  a  very 
high  Offence  againrl  the  Conftitution,  and  ought  to  be 
fevereJy  punifh'd  ;  for  if  any  Miniftcr  fhould  be  allow'd 
to  thruft  Members  into  the  Houfe  of  Lords  by  fuch 
Means,  the  Independency  of  Parliament  would  be  in- 
tirely  loft  j  and  though  I  can  never  agree  with  Mr. 
Wrf''':rgbam  in  calling  Him  Father  cf  the  PEOPLE,  He 
might  be  properly  enough  ftyled  Father  of  ^SENATE. 

A  Minifter,  who  gets  fuch  an  Afcendency  over  dbc 
Legifliturc,  may  fafely  defy  his  Enemies,  and  laugh  at 
all  Accufations.  It  is  ju it  like  a  certain  Prelate's  Me- 
thod of  playing  at  Whisk,  with  the  Liberty  cfconfult- 
ing  his  Partner's  Hand,  and  naming  Trumps. 

I  cannot  conclude  without  obfervir.g  that  -vickfd  Mi- 
ni/ten have  generally  been  moft  bold  and  undilguiied  in 
cppreifing  Scot/and,  as  the  weakeft  Part  of  the  Ifai.d.i 
well  knowing  that  a  total  Pvrduclion  cf  E?:f'a;:.l  would 
foon  follow  ;  bnt  by  the  antic:  t  ^r  •  .  lutir.n  of 

th.»t  b-ave  People,  Ti:  n  proved   ourDelive- 

c.id   of  Ixing  made  the  tnftrument?  cf  ourbl:- 
vcry.  Thi<  was  our  Ca!e,  m  the  Reign  of  King  Charles 
the  i/'  ;   and  in  lliat  cf  his  Son  Cbarlts   the    . 
profcli'd  Defign  ot  the  Court  was  to  procure  the  absolute 
«  A  a  3  Submiflion 
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Sgbmiflion  of  Scotland  to  the  Royal  Power,  fo  that  Eng- 
land might  be  the  more  eafily  managei.  For  this  Pur- 
C,  the  whole  Power  of  Scotland  was  put  into  the 
ds  of  Lttuderdale ;  who,  from  being  a  rigid  Presly- 
terian  and  a  zealous  Covenanter,  became  one  of  the  moft 
abj  eft  Tools  of  arbitrary  Power,  and  a  violent  Periecu- 
tor  of  his  Party.  *  We  are  told  that  He  had  a  general 
(Kno wledge  of  Languages  and  the  Law,  but  neither 
true  Wifdom,  nor  a  Grain  of  common  Honefty  ;  for  He 
even  promoted  a  Rebellion  in  that  Kingdom  to  jollify 
the  Violences  of  his  Adminillradon.  The  Duke  of 
Buckingham  call'd  Him  a  Man  of  a  blundering  Under- 
jlanding  ;  and  as  to  his  Integrity,  We  have  the  Tefti- 
mcny  of  King  Charles  himfelf ;  who  being  ask'd  what 
He  thought  of  LAUDERDALE,  after  fome  Complaints 
againit  Him  had  been  heard  in  the  Privy-Council,  ar.- 
fwer'd,  that.  They  bad  objefted  many  damn  d^Tbings,  which 
He  had  done  againft  the  Country,  but  none  again/this 
Service.  D. 
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To  CALEB  D'ANVERS,   E/p 

SIR, 

i  Here  is  no  Part  of  the  Tranfactions  in 
the  Efigiijb  Hiftory  more  imiverfally 
condemn'd  than  the  Ulurpation  and 
Tyranny  of  CROMWEL.  '1  hat  the  U- 
furpation  wss  \vicked  is  undeniable,  and 
as  luch  ought  to  b« abhon'd  by  all  jull 
Men ;  yet  there  is  r-othing  in  the  Natuje  of  Thing?, 
which  hinder;  an  Ufarft^  :irom  governing  mildly,  and 
fufiering  his  illegal  Power  to  be  limited  by  wile  ai.d 
good  Rdlraints.  Crorxtut/,  as  to  his  Cio\«rnmcnt,  \\as 
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ftrift  and  rigid ;  but  yet  He  confented  to  greater  Li- 
mitations of  Power  than  every  one  would  have  expeft- 
cd  from  Him ;  for  by  the  Inflrument  cf  Government, 
made  in  1653,  which  confthnted  Him  Prtttfttr,  He 
could  not  difTolve  any:  Parliament  once  met  till  They 
had  fate  five  Months ;  and  fuch  Bills  as  mould  be  pjf - 
fented  to  Him  by  the  Parliament,  if  they  mould  not 
be  confirm'd  by  Him  in  twenty  Days,  were  to  pafs 
without  Him  into  Laws.  By  the  Aft,  caiPd  the  hum- 
ble Petition  and  Advice,  which  was  pafs'd  in  the  Year 
1657,  He  contented,  among  other  Thing?,  to  thefe 
Reitriaions,  viz. 

'"  That  He  would  call  a  Parliament  once  in  a  Year 
««  at  fartheft,  to  be  legally  chofen  by  a  free  Election. 

"  That  none  mould  be  added,  or  admitted  to  be 
"  of  the  Privy-Council,  without  the  Content  of  the 
«  Reft  of  the  Council,  and  who  Jhould  afterwards  be 
"  approved  of  by  both  Houfes  of  Parliament. 

•«  That  the  Members  of  the  Council  mould  not  be 
"  removed  but  by  Confent  of  Parliament',  except 
"  that,  in  the  Intervals  of  Parliament,  a  Member  of 
"  the  Council  might  be  fufpended  from  the  Exeicife  of 
««  his  Place  for  jufl  Caufe. 

"  That  \\\eftanding  Forces  mould  be  difpofed  of  by 
««  the  chief  Magijirate,  with  the  Confent  of  both  Hou* 
"  fes  of  Parliament  ;  except  in  the  Intervals  ofPar/ia- 
"  ment,  by  the  chief  Magi/irate,  with  the  Advice  of 
«'  the  Council. 

*'  That  the  Chancellor,  Keeper  of  the  Great  Seal, 
"  Treafurer,  or  Comraiffioner  of  Treafury,  Admiral, 
"  chief  Governor  of  Ireland,  the  Chancellar  and  Com- 
"  miffioner  of  the  Great  Seal  in  Ireland,  chief  Juilkes 
«'  of  both  Benches,  chief  Baron  in  England  and  Ire- 
"  land,  Commander  in  chief  of  the  Forces  in  Scotland, 
"  and  the  Judges  in  'Scotland  fliould  be  approved  of 
"  by  both  Hstifes  of  Parliament. 

And  by  the  explanatory  Petition  ana  ddvice,  pafs'd 
in  tiitfame  Par  fa  meat,  Part  of  the  Oath,  which  every 

Member 
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Member  of  Parliament  was  to  take,  ran  in  thefe  Words ; 
"  that  He  would  endeavour,  as  much  as  in  Him  lay, 
«'  the  Prefervation  of  the  Rights  and  Liberties  of  the 
*'  PEOPLE. 

Thefe  Limitations,  I  fay,  were  more  than  could  be 
expected  from  a  Man,  who  had  ufurp'd  the  fovereign 
Authority  by  fuch  Means ;  and  the  punctual  Obferva- 
tion  of  them  would  have  made  his  Government  to- 
lerable ;  but  the  Misfortune  was.  as  it  too  often  hap- 
pens, that  when  He  had  fecured  Himfelf  in  the  Pof- 
feffion  of  Power,  He  forgot  the  Conditions,  upon  which 
He  had  folemnly  promifed  to  exercife  it. 

There  was  another  Regulation  made  in  thofe  Times, 
as  to  the  E  left  ions  ef Parliament,  which  our  noble  Hi- 
ftorian,  the  Lord  Clarendon,  feems  to  approve.  Take 
it  in  hi?  own  Words  ;  *  "  Though  He,  [  i.  e.  Crom- 
"  wel~\  did  not  obferve  the  old  Courfe,  in  fending 
"  Writs  out  to  all  the  little  Bcrcaghs  throughout 
England,  which  ufed  to  fend  BurgefTes,  ( by  which 
Method  fome  Jingle  Counties  fend  more  Members  to 
Parliament  ihznjix  other  Counties  do )  He  thought 
He  took  a  more  equal  Way  by  appointing  more 
Knights  for  every  Shire  to  be  chofen,  and  fewer  Bur- 
"  &effes  '  whereby  the  Number  of  the  whole  was  lef- 
"  fen'd ;  and  yet  the  People,  being  left  to  their  cwn 
"  Eleftion,  it  was  not  by  Him  thought  an  iil  Tenipe- 
"  rament,  and  was  generally  look'd  upon  as  an  Altc- 
"  ration  fit  to  be  more  warrantably  made,  and  in  a 
"  better  Time. 

Mr.  Rnpin  agrees  with  my  Lord  Clarendon  in  This ; 
for  He  tells  us  that  this  Regulation,  winch  ic,is  juft  in 
itfelf,  met  with  a  general  Approbation  ;  and  his  Tranjia- 
tor  obferves,  in  a  marginal  Note,  "  iliat  it  would  have 
•«  been  well  for  England,  ha  j  this  Regulation  been 
"  always  kept  to  ;  the  little  infignificetrt  Boroughs  be- 
<*  ing  omitted,  and  the  Number  of  the  Kr.ights  of  the 

"  Shirt 

»  Vol.  3-  p.  386^ 
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"  Skirt  increased  from  Four  to  Twelve,  according  to 
"  the  Extent  of  the  County. 

I  have  no  other  Defign  in  thefe  Quotations  than  to 
ftiew  the  Opinion  of  tbne  indifferent  Writers,  concern- 
ing die  Senfe  of  tl-:  People,  and  to  amule  Myfelf  in 
computing  what  the  Share  of  each  Cca":fy  would  be  in 
the  Representative,  did  They  fend  Members  in  Pro- 
portion to  their  Wealth;  fincc  it  is  the  Wealth,  that 
feems  to  be  the  Rule,  by  which  Equality  ought  m 
Siriclncfs  to  be  reguhted  ;  for  to  go  by  Extent  of  Coun- 
try, or  4Jtf/7.v/.;.'_y  'f  Lr.r.-l,  is  no  Rule  at  all.  To  go 
by  Numbers  of  Inhabit.;;:!;,  has  a  better  Pretence;  but 
as  IFeaitb  will  always  be  able  to  procure  Hand-,  and 
all  Sorts  of  Help?,  it  muft  be  allow'd  ibit,  the  Strength 
is  in  the  rid:  Provinces,  though  they  were  thinner  of 
Inhabitants,  which  is  feidom  the  Caic  ;  and  die  Srrength 
o?"  the  r:pre tentative  Be •  y,  if  lightly  proper tion'd,  muft 
be  according  to  theStiength  of  the  feveral  Parts  of  the 
colleftive  Body.  Upon  this  Notion,  I  have  formed  a 
Table,  one  Column  fhewing  the  Number  of  Members 
each  County  (foes  tiozo  fend  to  Parliament ;'  another  Co- 
lumn (hewing  the  Number  each  County  wauld fnid,  if 
They  Tent  in  Proportion  to  the  Land-Tax  They  pay  ;  but 
as  the  Land-Tax  is  very  unequal,  fo  a  Proportion  forrn'd 
by  that  Rule  would  ftill  be  unequal ;  for  which  Rea- 
fon,  I  have  fonn'd  a  third  Cc/umn,  moderating  the 
Difference  between  the  other  two,  not  meetly  by  Gucfs, 
but  by  a  Rule,  that  certainly  abates  the  Error  in  every 
Inftancej  but,  for  Want  of  a  true  Rental  of  England, 
it  is  impoflible  to  make  it  esacl ;  nor  is  a  ftrift  Exaft- 
nefs  of  Importance. 
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tfbe    Names      Ike  Num- 

7#£  Ar#/»- 

^  A«/»- 

of  the  Court" 

ben  each 
County 

.  hers     in 

Proportion 

a  modera- 

ties 

now 

to  the 

ted    E/i- 

* 

fends, 

LA  N  D- 

mate. 

TAX. 

S  Ed  ford  (hire   
Berkfhire  
inghamfhire  —  — 

4 
9 
14 

7 

10 
12 

6 
9 

12 

Cambridgefhire  —  — 

6 

8 

6 

Chefhire            
Cornwall           • 

4 
44 

£ 

6 

21 

Cumberland        • 

6 

i 

3 

Derby/hire          

4 

6 

6 

Devonfftire       

26 

2Ii 

24 

Dorfetftiire         

20 

9 

12 

County  of  Durham  — 

4 

4 

3 

Effex        —    

8 

23 

18 

Gloucefterfhire        — 

8 

12 

9 

Hampfhire          —  — 

26 

18 

Herefordfhire      

8 

si 

6 

Hertfordfhire       

6 

9 

Huntingtonfhire         • 

4 

3^ 

3 

Kent        —     

18 

21 

18 

Lancaftiire           —  — 

H 

5i 

9 

Leiceilerftiire       — 

4 

9 

6 

Lincolnlhire            — 

12 

18 

15 

The  City  of  London 
The  Inns  of  Court,  ~> 

a  n  fln 

;•«  <,-i  ;;*{mO  J  * 

•    _- 

i 

White-Hall   andC 

0 

8 

6 

St.  James's      —  3 

Citv  of  Weftminfter 

2 

16 

g 

Middlefex        

2 

27 

lo 

Monmouthmire  —  — 

3 

a 

3 

Norfolk            

12 

21 

:,^?R  j 

County  of  Nor-      ^ 
thanipton       —  ^ 

1  A  **'>1 
9 

rtc,-*/;j''O   no: 
12 

12 

Northumberland 
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The  Num-  The  Num- 
bers in        ben  as  by 
Proportion  a  modera- 

now 
*tes-                    fends. 

to  the         ted  Efli- 
LAND-       mate. 

TAX. 

Northumberland     — 

8 

3i               6 

Nottinghamfhire  ^  — 

8 

7                7 

Oxfordfhire         • 

9 

10               9 

County  of  Rutland  — 

2 

2<t                3 

Shropshire         

12 

7t               9 

Somerfetfhire       

id 

i?i              18 

Staffbrdflrire        

10 

7                9 

Suffolk                  

16 

19              ft 

Surrey               

4 

16^              15 

Suffex               

28 

1  5  »              1  8 

Warwickfhire      

6 

10               9 

Worcerterfhire     

9 

ov                      Q 

Wiltmire             

34 

13  j          24 

Weftmorland       

4 

i                3 

Yorkflure            

30 

24i              27 

Wales                  

24 

iS              23 
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From   this  Computation  It  appears  how   very  une- 
qually the  Election  of  Member*  to  ferve  the    Commons 
in  Parliament  is,  at  prefent,  proportion'd  to  the  Wealth 
of  different  Counties,  and  the  Taxes  They  pay.  But  to 
prevent    all  captious  Exceptions   and    little  Cavils,   I 
muft  repeat  my  Declaration  that  I  have  no  other  View 
in  this  Letter  than  to  evince  the  Reafonableneis  of  your 
late  Diftinftion  between    the   MEMBERS  fcr  thofe 
LITTLE  BOROUGHS,  which  Bifliop  Burnet  calls  the 
ROTTEN    PART  OF  OUR  CONSTITUTION,  and  the 
KNIGHTS    OF    THE    SHIRES,   or    Reprefentatiies  of 

GREAT 
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GREAT  TRADING  TOWNS  ;  for  though  I  may  be 
allow'd  to  agree  with  Lord  Clarendon,  Mr.  Rapin 
and  other  Writers,  in  wilhing  that  fome  Regulation 
of  this  Kind  had  been  continued  at  the  Reftoraticn,  or 
renew'd  at  the  Revolution,  when  the  People  were  un- 
der a  Neceffity  of  reforting  to  the  firit  Principles  of 
Government,  and  had  a  Right  to  the  Redrefs  of  all 
their  Grievances ;  I  lay,  though  We  m»y  be  allow'd 
to  wifh  This,  I  am  very  far  from  defigning  to  pro- 
pofe  any  fuch  Alteration  at  preient*  when  the  Power 
of  the  People  is  not  in  their  own  Hands,  and  the  very 
Attempt  might  give  our  Enemies  an  Advantage  over 
us.  It  would  now  be  called  a  Defign  to  remove  Foun- 
dations, to  fubvert  the  Ccnjlituiiont  and  introduce  a 
new  Form  of  Government ;  as  We  have  lately  feen  in 
fome  other  Attempts,  of  the  lame  Kind,  to  iecure  the 
Freedom  and  Independency  of  Parliament,  both  within 
Doors  and  without. 

Having  already  mention'd  Mr.  Rapin,  I  (hall  con* 
elude  with  one  of  his  Reflections  on  our  EngliJJj  Par- 
liaments, which  is  not  only  juft  in  itfdf,  but  con- 
firms your  Oblervations  on  the  fame  Subjedh 

"  The  Parliament,  according  to  the  natural  Meaning 
«.'  of  the  Word,  is  the  Reprefcntative  of  the  Nation. 
tf  The  Decijions  and  Laws  made  there  are  luppofed 
"  to  be  conformable  to  the  Sentiments  of  the  Nation 
*'  in  general.  The  Reipeft,  Veneration  and  Attach- 
"  mcnt,  which  the  Englijh  have  for  Parliaments,  are 
"  therefore  eafily  accounted  for  ;  when  it  is  conii- 
*'  der'd  that  in  fupporting  them,  They  maintain  their 
"  own  Lilcrh.  But  1  his  i'uppofes  a  Parliament  in  the 
"  Way,  which  the  Cwflitution  requires,  competed  of 
"  the  KING,  who  is  the  Head,  and  the  two  Houfes 
"  of  LORDS  and  COMMONS,  with  the  intire  Liberty 
"  to  THESE  LAST  of  eleSixg  the ir  own  Members.  A 
"  PARLIAMENT  THUS  COMPOSED  may  truely  Ix: 
"  call'd  the  NATION'S  REPRESENTATIVE.  R.  D. 

SATURDAY, 
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My  late  Paper  on  theScorisn  ELECTIONS  hath 
ra'red  a  Nell  of  minifterial  Hornets  abeut  my  Ears  ;  but 
being  apprehenfive'that  They  will  ftill  fwarm  in  greater 
Multitudes,  I  am  refolved  to  buffet  their  whole  Fury  at 
once  ;  and  in  the  mean  Time  will  prcfent  the  Publiclc 
with  a  Letter  from  one  of  my  Correfpondents  upon  a 
very  low,  but  perhaps  not  the  moft  unentertainirg 
Subjeft. 

O  /  verse  Plirygice,  Jicc  enim  Phryges. 

To    CALEB    D'ANVERS,    Efo 

Mr.  D\A  N  v  E  R  s, 

'OU  concluded  your  Paper  of  the  6th In- 
ftant  very  properly  with  an  Afrertion, 
or  fomething  very  like  it,  that  Mrs. 
OSBORNE  //  aflually  an  OLD  WOMAN, 
and  defy'd  Her  to  deny  it ;  which  at 
length  brings  the  only  Queflion,  that  in 
Reality  ever  fubfilled  between  You,  to  a  ftiort  and  fair 
IlTue. 

As  Politics  are  not  within  the  Defign  of  this  Letter, 
but  the  only  Point  to  be  confider'd  'vi,wbetker  the  Wt  iter 
tf  the  LONDON  JOURNAL,  commonly  calfd  FRANCIS 
OSBORNE,  be  really  an  OLD  WOMAN  or  not,  I  fhall 
beg  Leave  to  offer  a  few  Oblervadons  finely  upon  that 
Head. 
VO-L.  XII.  B  b  lam 
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I  am  fenfible  that  This  may  be  thought  a  needlefs 
Task,  the  Publick  •  having  long  fmce  determined  the 
Qucftion  againft  Her,  and  She  herfelf  not  daring  to  ac- 
cept your  Challenge ;  nay,  She  hath  even  given  up  the 
Point,  by  concluding  her  laft  Paper  with  thefe  remark- 
able Words,  fa propbejies  old  Mother  Os  B o  R  N  E .  Hales 
cmfitentem  Ream.  This  puts  Me  in  mind  of  two  learned 
.Treatifes,  which  I  read  with  great  Pleafuic,  when  I 
was  a  little  Boy;  namely  Mother  SHIPTON'S  Prcpbe* 
fies,  and  old  Mother  Bu  N c H'S  Clofst  broke  open.  But  as 
Mrs.  Ojborne  feems  to  part  with  her  Pretences  to  Vir'>- 
lity  in  a  fneering  Manner,  and  hath  employ 'd  fome  of 
her  Agents  to  contradict  it  in  private  Whilpcrs  about 
Town,  (which  is  certainly  very  much  unlike  a  0»tv..';>- 
tnari]  1  think  it  neceflaiy  to  deleft  fo  arrant  an  1m- 
fojlor,zn<\  expofe  Her  fully  to  the  World. 

That  I  may  execute  this'Defign  with  all  poffible  Bre- 
vity and  Perspicuity,  I  fhall  point  out  fome  Marks  of 
Anility,  which  may  be  eafily  found  in  her  Works ;  and 
as  they  evince  the  Fairnefs  of  the  QuelUon,  fo  they 
will  enable  us  to  conclude  from  her  publick  what  are  her 
private  Parts. 

In  the  firll  Place,  She  hath  long  been  famous  for  tel- 
ling the  fame  diimal  Story  every  Saturday,  with  great 
Heavhiefs  of  Heart,  and  without  any  Variation  ;  which 
hath  the  fame  Effect  upon  her  Readers  as  an  old  NurfSs 
Lullaby,  and  rocks  Them  as  regularly  afleep.  I  have 
fecn  a  whole  Cofiee-houie  yawning  over  one  of  her  Pa- 
pers, and  taking  a  comfortable  Morning  Nap  together. 

As  She  hath  not  Dilccinment  enough  to  perceive  that 
She  is  treated  with  Contempt,  your  Condefcenfion  in  ue- 
tefting  her  Abfurdities  inhance  her  Pride*  and  whilJl 
You  only  intend  a  gentle  Rebuke,  She  eftecms  it  a  Proof 
of  her  Merit ;  upon  which  She  railes  her  Language  to  a 
moft  pathctical  Bombait,  and  talks  of  her  Lnportarte, 
meerly  becaufe  You  had  been  at  the  Pains  to  ihew  that 
She  was  really  of  Jione. 

She 
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She  knows  little  of  the  World,  and  lefs  of  her  Ma- 
Jttt't  Dengns  ;  yet  hath  work'd  Herielf  up  to  fuch  an 
"enthufiaitick  Opinion  of  his  Virtues  and  Abilities,  that 
She  not  only  affens  all  his  MeaUres  to  be  right,  but  un- 
dertakes to  prove  it  impofiible  for  Him  to  do  any  Thing 
wrong. 

Notwithstanding  her  Credulity,  She  is  very  fond  of 
what  She  calls  Reasoning  ;  That  is,  a  Sort  of  argumcn- 
t<:ik-e  Cunt,  or  Efrufionof  Words  without  any  Mean- 
ing, \vhich  is  applicable  to  the  Publick,  or  the  State  of 
the  Cafe. 

She  is  very  pofitive,  pievifh,  vindictive,  ar.d  fupplies 
the  Barrennefs  of  her  Invention  with  much  Garrulity, 
which  increafes  with  her  Errors,  and  Thole  multiply, 
upon  Her  by  Oppojitiw. 

All  her  Admonition?,  of  which  She  is  very  liberal, 
are  of  a  Kind  peculiar  to  Thofe,  whole  Ignorance  is 
brought  to  Maturity  by  Age  ;  which  She  efteems  an  un- 
deniable Title  to  injlrittt,  and  in  her  Appreheniion  lays 
the  Publick  under  the  fame  Obligation  to  regard,  as  it 
does  Hcrfelf  to  preach  her  Lectures. 

She  tells  the  People,  (whole  Frowardnefs  gives  Her 
much  Affliction)  what  dreadful  Confequences  muft  fol- 
low their  continuing  in  a  State  of  Disobedience  to  their 
fa /if  i  fa/  Father  ;  warns  Them  to  fly  from  \\\o.Wratk 
to  come ;  exhorts  Them  to  be  good  ;  and-  affures  Them 
it  fhall  be  better  for  Them,  if  They  will  but  believe  in 
Hift,  ss  She  does ;  for  tny  Devotions,  fays  She,  are  dedi- 
cated Jolely  to  their  Ufe  ;  /  love  the  People  of  Englandr 
though  'They  are  fo  ungrateful  as  to  bate  ray  honour'd 
Mailer. 

Like  moft  antiquated  Gcflips,  She  is  exceffively  fond 
ofPrsijf,  which  always  lets  her  Clack  a-going  with 
frefh  Vigour,  like  oiling  an  old  Jack  ;  and  whenever  it 
hath  been  flightly  acknowledged  that,  in  her  tailing 
Career,  She  hath  Ibmetimes  happen'd  to  hit  upcn7r«/£, 
She  hath  (o  litne  Discretion  as  to  attribute  it  to  L-. 
tnd  in  pure  Strains  of  Folly  talks  Herfelf  quite  cut  of 
B  b  2  Breath, 
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Brearh,  and  the  PubLck  out  of  Patience,  in  Support  of 
her  Wifdtm. 

But  if  her  Uitderftanding  isdifputed,  and  her  Age  is 
not  admitted  to  put  it  out  of  Quelliou,  She  is  commonly- 
very  outrageou",  lifts  up  her  Hands,  and  wonders  at  the 
Obltinacy  of  yyutig  People. 

In  one  Particular,  I  muft  confefs,  She  is  fomewhat  un- 
like mofl  Perlbns  in  her  Year?,  by  preferring  thefrefext 
limes  to  the  faft,  and  maintaining  that  no  Age  was  ever 
bleis'd  with  fo  much  publick  Virtue  as  That,  in  which 
We  have  the  Happinefs  to  live. — But  this  evidently 
proceeds  from  the  Violence  of  her  Paffion  for  her  dear 
Mafter,  which  puts  Her  out  of  Humour  with  every 
Thing,  that  does  not  come  immediately  from  Him,  and 
often  throws  Her  into  very  indecent  Emotions.  This 
is  natural  to  People  in  her  Condition,  who  are  apt  to  dif- 
cover  the  Fullnefs  of  their  Hearts  by  a  Rhapfcdy  of  filly 
fond  Things,  without  any  determinate  Meaning,  or  Co- 
herence, according  to  that  celebrated  Obfervation  of  the 
Poet; 

And  Nonfenfe^rt//£?  Elcquenct  in  Lwt. 

Thefe  In  fiances,  to  which  I  could  add  feveral  others 
of  the  like  Nature,  are  fufficient  to  my  prefent  Purpofc, 
being  the  peculiar  Characlieriilicks  of  feminine  Dotage ; 
but  the  Productions,  from  whence  I  have  extracted  tbefe 
Criterion!,  are  fo  little  read,  or  known,  that  it  may  be 
expected  from  Me  to  fupport  each  of  them  by  a  particu- 
lar Reference.  This  Objeelion  I  forefaw,  and  endea- 
vour'd  to  remove  it,  by  fearching  very  diligently  for  a 
Collection  of  Mrs.  Oiborjtis  Writings ;  but  not  having 
the  Honour  to  be  acquainted  with,  any  Pe/lma/ler,  or 
Exeij'eman,  my  Labour  proved  in  vain;  for  verv  few 
Cojfee-boufti  take  them  in,  and  where  They  are  obliged 
to  do  it,  I  was  inform'd  that  they  are  conllantly  torn 
off  the  Book,  upon  all  prefling  Occafions,  and  apply%d 
LO  a  private  Uje  r  fo  thac  1  hope  to  be  exempted  from 

ihc 
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the  infuperable  Difficulty  of  converting  them,  as  I  pro- 
pofcd,  to  i  pub  lick  Benefit. 

Having  always  profeis'd  a  very  great  Regard  for  the 
Ladies,  even  in  grey  Hairs,  I  hope  nobody  will  be^fo 
difingenuous  as  to  charge  Ale  with  offering  an  Indignity 
to  the  whole  Sex,  through  the  weak  Sides  of  Mrs.  Of- 
borne  ;  for  I  can  lay  my  Hand  upon  my  Heart,  and  de- 
clare with  the  greateft  Truth  that  fuch  a  Defegn  is  as  far 
removed  from  my  Thoughts,  as  She  would  have  been 
upon  any  Occafion,  except  the  prefent.  The  foregoing 
IJeicription  mult  therefore  be  confined  to  thofe  old  Wo- 
men only,  the  conftituent  Parts  of  whole  Characters  arc 
made  up  of  Folly  m&Ajfc  Ration.  Now,  if  one  of  this 
Caft  mould  take  it  into  her  Head,  either  through  Do- 
tage or  Lr.'e  of  Money,  to  extend  her  natural  Privilege 
of  preaching  domcfttck  Lectures  to  publlck  Affairs,  She 
\vculd  certainly  do  it  fo  much  in  the  fame  Strain  with 
cur  Autborefs,  that  from  thence  alone  her  Character,  at 
well  as  her  Sex  and  Age,  might  bejuftly  determined. 

I  remember  *  female  Rhetorician  of  this  Kind,  fome 
Years  ago,  who  held  forth  every  Sunday  Evening  at 
Dick's  CofTee-houfe,  and  always  drew  a  numerous  Au- 
dience round  Her  by  her  abftrafted  Reafoning,  and  Sub- 
limity ofDittion.  Vou  will  immediately  perceive,  Mr. 
I?  An?  en  t  that  I  mean  the  learned  Mrs.  Byjield,  com- 
monly call'd  Doftor  Sjfield,  who  had  a  good  deal  more 
Spirit  t  and  volatile  S^lt  in  her  Conftitution  than  Mrs. 
Osborne,  but  refemblcd  Her  fo  nearly  in  every  other  Re- 
fpeft,  that  I  could  not  pafs  Her  by  without  fome  No- 
tice, in  a  Differtation  upon  this  Subjeft. 

Thus  have  We  ffwed  Mrs.  Osborne'/  Anility  by  (e- 
Veral  Marks,  which- afe  peculiarly  applicable  to  an  old 
W'jtnan  only  ;  but  1  have  not  yet  done  wiih  Her ;  forl 
am  fo  well  aware  of  her  cavilling  Temper,  that  I  am 
refolved  to  put  an  End  to  this  Difpute,  if  poflible,  be- 
fore 1  conclude ;  and  being  aware  of  fome  Evidences, 
which  She  defigns  to  produce  of  her  Viriktj,  I  fhall 
•onfider  them  in  Form,  and  doubt  not  to  make  it  ap- 
B  b  3  pear 
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paar  that  they  will  all  turn  flrongly  againft  Her,  when 
impartially  examined. 

In  the  firft  Place,  a  Barber  is  ready  to  make  Cath,  as 
I  am  inform'd,  that  He  hath  ftiaved  Her  for  feveral 
Years. — But  He  is  fuch  a  lying,  impudent  Fellow,  that 
his  Teftimony  cught  not  to  be  taken  in  a  Point  of  fuch. 
Importance.  Befide?,  fuppofing  the  Fa£l  to  be  true,  it 
-is  no  Proof  of  the  Point  in  Queilion ;  for  I  have  icon 
many  an  old  Woman  with  a  Beard ;  and  every  Body 
knows  that  it  is  the  Fafhion  in  Italy,  as  well  as  feveral 
Other  Parts  of  the  World,  for  the  Ladies  tojbave. 

It  may  be  farther  urged  in  her  Defence  that  She  wears 
Brefcbes,  not  in  a  figurative  Senic,  like  fcveral  notable 
Dames  about  Town,  but  according  to  the  Itrift  and  lite- 
ral Meaning  of  thofe  Words.  I  grant  This  likewiic  ;  and 
fo  did  that  famous  Amazon,  Mrs.  SARAH  Ross,  who 
fervcd  her  Country  with  great  Gallantry  for  leveral 
Years,  as  a  Dragoon,  and  now  en  joys  a  Penfion  from  the 
Government  upon  that  Account.  But  She  had  the  Mo- 
defty  to  retreat  into  Petticoats,  as  foonas  her  Sex  wasdif- 
cover'd  by  an  unlucky  Shot,  and  at  prefent  makes  no 
Scruple  to  own  Herfelf  an  old  Woman. — How  different 
from  This  is  the  Cafe  of  Mrs.  Qsborve,  who  having 
diiguifed  Herfelf  in  Man's  dttire,  and  cully'd  her  Pa- 
tron out  of  an  Employment,  which  She  knew  to  be  un- 
tenable by  one  of  her  Sex,  obtain'd  Leave  to  fell  if,  and 
yet  hath  the  Confidence  to  appear  in  the  fame  Habir, 
even  at  Noonday  ?  This  is  a  Point  direftly  in  Proof 
ggainft  Her,  and  from  which  She  can  never  get  off. 

There  was  juft  fuch  another  female  Impojior,  about 
feven  or  eight  Years  ago,  who  having  trufi'd  Herfelf  up 
in  Breeches,  was  admitted  as  a  Drawer  in  a  noted  Ta- 
vern near  Tempfe-Bar,  and  continued  in  that  Station  for 
a  confiderablc  Time.     Nay,  She  had  the  Impudence 
to  perfift  in  her  Manhtod,   after  the  whole  Neighbour- 
hood was  convinced  of  the  contrary,  and  would  never 
S've  it  up,  till  She  was  brought  to  Bed  of  a  thumping 
irl ;  but  then  She  toothicvv  off  the  Difguife,  and  hath 

fincc 
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fmce  follow'd  the  proper  Occupation  of  a  Wajherwoman. 
Befides,  She  was  a  bold,  young  Huffy,  and  might  pro- 
bably be  tempted  by  the  Force  of  fome  Amour  to  tranf- 
form  Herfclf  in  this  Manner,  which  I  am  told  was  the 
Cafe  of  Mrs.  Rofs ;  but  what  was  fomewhat  excufable 
in  young  Wencbes  is  quite  abominable  in  fuch  an  old 
Creature  as  Mother  Oi borne,  and  deferves  the  fevereft 
Refentment  of  the  whole  fair  Sex. 

Since  I  have  mentioned  this  pert,  young  Baggage,  who 
perlbnated  a  Man,  and  was  foon  after  deliver'd  of  a 
Daughter  ;  I  muft  do  Mrs.  Osborne  the  Juftice  to  ac- 
knowledge that  I  never  heard  Her  charged  with  having 
had  any  other  Ifiue  than  Thole  of  her  Head ;  nor,  in- 
deed, is  This  any  Thing  to  the  Purpofe ;  for  if  She  could 
produce  a  whole  Race  of  Children  in  real  Flefh  and 
Blood,  the  main  QueOion  would  itill  be,  whether  She 
was  the  Father •,  or  the^Motber  of  Them.— —But  to 
proceed. 

Some  of  Mrs.  Osborne^s  Friends,  finding  it  impoffible 
to  maintain  her  Claim  of  Piri/ity,  have  Recourfe  to  ano- 
ther Method,  and  confefling  that  She  was  originally  a 
Woman,  pretend  that  She  underwent  a  Transformation 
of  Sexes  in  the  memorable  Year  1722,  by  the  Con- 
junction of  *  Jupiter,  Mars  and  Saturn,  which  alarm'd 
the  whole  Kingdom,  in  a  moft  extraordinary  Manner, 
but  This  is  a  meer  Fallacy  ;  for  though  I  am  ready  to 
allow  that  She  never  appcar'd  in  Town  as  a  Man  before 
that  Time,  it  hath  been  already  proved  that  She  hath 
committed  leveral  Overt-afts  of  Muliebrity  fince. 

Others  again,  more  fagacious  than  the  reft,  endeavour 
to  prove  Her  a  Creature  of  the  Epicene  Gender,  like  Ho- 
mo in  Latin,  which  fignifies  both  a  Man  and  a  Woman, 
or  what  We  call  an  Hermaphrodite.  I  confefs  This  is  a 
very  nice  Diftindtion,  and  cannot  be  fully  decided  with- 
out an  Infpeflion,  or  what  the  Civilians  call  a  Congrefs  ; 
but,  for  my  Part,  I  am  very  clear  in  the  Cafe ;  for 
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though  her  female  Parts  are  vifible  enough,  I  will  defy 
tbtje  Gentlemen  to  /hew  Me  any  Thing  manly  in  her 
Compofirion,  or  that  difcovers  the  leaft  Mark  of  a  mafcu- 
Lne  Spirit.  However,  as  This  is  infinitely  the  beft  Plea 
in  her  Defence,  I  would  advLe  Her  to  ftickby  ir,  and 
not  pretend  to  jump  at  once  into  Mareood,  like  Mea- 
taigrff  Girl,  but  tat;e  her  Degrees  regularly  and  with 
great  Caution  ;  for  She  knows  very  well  that  Nature 
cannot  exert  itfelf  lo  ftrongly  in  tU  Age,  as  in  the  Vi- 
gour of Youth. 

In  the  mean  Time,  I  muft  infift  upon  it  that  She 
JhouM  fpell  her  Chriftian  Name  Trance:,  as  She  received 
it  at  her  Baptifm,  inftead  of  Frauds,  and  not  endeavour 
to  impoie  one  ffame  upon  us  for  the  other,  becaufe  there 
happens  to  be  but  zjingle  Letter  different  between  them. 
I  mall  only  add  that  if  She  perfifls  in  fuch  mean  Preva- 
rication, or  makes  any  Attempt  to  turn  Ib  ferious  a  Point 
into  Ridicule,  I  mall  be  obliged  to  produce  a  Certificate 
from  ihePariJh  Regifter  againft  Her,  and  give  the  Pub- 
lick  a  more  circumftantial  Account  when,  and  upon 
what  Occafion,  She  metamorphofed  Herfelf  in  this 
Manner.  But  I  hope  She  will  take  this  gentle  Rebuke 
in  good  Part,  and  not  give  Me,  or  You,  any  farther 
Trouble  upon  this  Head.  '  C.  D. 

I  amjoitn,  &c. 
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